Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 07/21/93

Jaeger species Record Number: 89-34
29 Oct 1989 : Classification: A-D
Algona, Kossuth Co., IA

Kenne .

IBL 60:14, 61:85

DOCUMENTATION

Matthew Kenne
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 60:14

Records Committee: IBL 61:85
VOTE: 7 A-D

A-D: First of all, this was an excellent description of a
flyover. The question: were they first year Herring Gulls? A
direct size comparison would have been helpful if available. The
description is necessarily pretty subjective - the only hard
evidence is the lighter color at the base of the primaries, and
perhaps the hooked bill. Softer, but supportive is the very
pointed wings, and perception of raptor-like flight. While
Herrings have a "window" at about the same location as the light
color seen on these birds, it is indistinct. From the
description, these were pretty obvious.

A-D: Jaeger sp. description fit Pomarine Jaeger best 1) Heavy
black hooked bill. 2) White in the outer primaries. 3) Large size
at first thought to be Canada’s. 4) Skipped only an occasional
wingbeat.

A-D: Accept as jaeger sp., good description.

A-D: A nice find. In future documentations it would be helpful
to be more specific on the time the bird was seen (how many
seconds or minutes estimated) and distance the bird was seen.
Does "close" mean 25 feet or 50 yards?

A-D: I find nothing to object to in this description.
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