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IV. Probably correct, but not convincingly documented. No
description that supports this even to be a rail, although I’m
sure this observer knows what a rail looks like. Why wasn’t it a
fledgling of some other species. At 8:40 PM in early May,
certainly the light is beginning to fade. In addition, any
documentation based on notes taken 10 hours after observation
(6:40 AM the next morning) is always less than convincing.

IV. Enticing. Could this be a fledgling passerine of some
type? Although Black Rail occurs away from water, it would be
more suggestive if water were present.

V. Due to time of day and lack of description to adequately
describe this extremely secretive rail, I cannot vote higher than
this. This very well could have been a Black Rail, but an
entirely dark, weak flying species, sparrow sized bird does not
clinch it for me.

IV. A very small rail seen at dusk in the air does not
necessarily have to be a black rail. Perhaps the size was
deceptive in that light or perhaps it was a very early young rail
as a brood of Virginias was reported in May.

IV. I’'m ambivalent about this record. On the one hand,
identifying a Black Rail (of all things) while driving at
twilight is difficult, to say the least. Normally I would reject
this record immediately. On the other hand if anyone could be
trusted to identify this correctly it would be Pete. So should I
vote IV or III?

III. Date, location, circumstances, observed features all
point to correct ID. :
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