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REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 54:82 
Records Committee: IBL 55:57 
Photograph: IBL 55:57 (P-0144) 

VOTE: 1-IZ, 6-III 

III, Finally. 
III, No doc. from observer(s) who discovered the birds? 
III, Yes. 

III, Well described, easy to identify species. How about a 
photo? 

REVOTE at meeting 8 Sep 1984 with photos available: 6-I-P (1 
absent)
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REPORT OF THE I.0.U. RECORDS COMMITTEE FOR 1984 

Thomas H. Kent W. Ross Silcock 
211 Richards St. Box 300 
Iowa City, IA 52240 Tabor, IA 51653 

The Records Committee reviewed 40 records of birds seen in 1984 and 2 old 
records. Of the 1984 records, 31 were accepted and 9 were not. Of the latter, 1 
sighting was in Illinois (Red Knot), 1 was from a captive population (Trumpeter 
Swan), and 7 were not convincing beyond reasonable doubt. It should be noted that 
none of the 1984 records were considered to be incorrectly identified. All of the 
1984 records will be listed below. 

One of the old records was not convincing to the Committee. The other was a 
belated documentation by a different observer of a previously rejected report of a 
Mississippi Kite at Cardinal Marsh on 29 May 1978. Based on the additional 
evidence, the record was accepted. This species thus moves from extirpated to 
accidental on the state list. 

The term of James J. Dinsmore expired and will be filled by Robert K. Myers. 
Darwin Koenig asked to be relieved from the committee and Dinsmore was 
appointed to complete Koenig's unexpired term. Current committee members and 
the year their terms expire are: Dinsmore (1986), Joseph P. Schaufenbuel (1987), 
Barbara L. Wilson (1988), Peter C. Petersen (1989), W. Ross Silcock (1990), Myers 
(1991), and Thomas H. Kent, Secretary (appointed by other members). 

The committee prepared a draft of new by-laws to conform with the new 
constitution of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union. This will be presented to the Board 
of Directors for approval. 

The committee researched and discussed the recurring problem of determining 
whether a bird is in Iowa or an adjacent state. A summary of the findings is 
included as a separate report. 

RECORDS ACCEPTED 
Red-throated Loon: 2-20 Apr 1984, Cedar Lake (Bendorf, IBL 54:52-54). A 

cooperative bird was seen by many and photographed for the 3rd acceptable 
state record. 

White-faced Ibis: 28 Apr 1984, Otter Creek Marsh (IBL 54:42) and 1 May 1984, 
North Twin Lake (IBL 54:42). These are the 7th and 8th accepted records for 
this species. 

Bean Goose: 29 Dec 1984 into Jan 1985, DeSoto NWR (IBL 55:12). An eastern race 
bird of this Eurasian species is unprecidented for our area. There is only one 
West Coast record outside of Alaska. The rarity of this race in captivity, the 
lack of feather wear of a captive bird, and recent vagrancy of other Siberian 
species was convincing to all but one of the committee members. 

Eurasian Wigeon: 15-17 Apr 1984, Sweet Marsh (Moore and Myers, IBL 54:54). A 
single bird seen by many observers is the 2nd well-documented record for the 
State. 

Black Scoter: 26-29 Oct 1984, LeClaire (Bendorf, IBL 55:31-32). Six birds were 
seen on the main channel of the Mississippi River for the 11th documented 
record of this species. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: 17 Mar-6 Apr 1984, Forney Lake (Silcock, IBL 54:75-77). A 
cooperative male was photographed for the first definite state record. 

Ferruginous Hawk: 22 Sep 1984, Liscomb (IBL 54:111). An individual of this 
difficult-to-identify, casual species was well described. The bird was wearing a 
red patagial tag that was attached in either North or South Dakota. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: 2 Jan 1984, Osceola Co. (Spengler IBL 54:21). A single 
bird was 5 counties away from the site of 1980 and 1982 introductions (Manona 
Co.) and may have been a winter visitor from Minnesota. 
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Black-necked Stilt 
June 1, 1984 

Union Slough NWR 

John Guthrie photo 

Black-necked Stilt: 1-2 Jun 1984, Union Slough NWR (IBL 54:82). A pair was 

photographed for the first definite state record. There are 8 old undocumented 
reports. 

Whimbrel: 12-13 May 1984, Hendrickson Marsh (IBL 54:45,82). This is the 15th 
state record. 

Red Knot: 15 Sep 1984, Hendrickson Marsh and 16-27 Sep 1984, Coralville 

Reservoir (IBL 54:113).° These birds, both in basic plumage, represent the 4th 
and Sth documented records for the state. 

Ruff: 1 Sep 1984, Hendrickson Marsh (IBL 54:114). This is only the 3rd Iowa 

record for this Eurasian species, which is apparently establishing itself in North 
America. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1-5 Dec 1984, Red Rock Reservoir (Kent and Bowles, 

IBL 55:21-22). A bird photographed below the dam is the first Iowa record for 

this species, which is increasing in numbers and range in North America. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: 21-22 Nov 1984, Saylorville Reservoir (IBL 54:115). An 

immature bird provided the 6th well-documented Iowa record. 

Least Tern: 19 May 1984, Cone Marsh (IBL 54:46). The dark outer pgimaries 

provided an important field mark for this briefly observed bird that occurred at 

an uncommon location. e 
Selasphorus sp.: 25 Sep-2 Oct 1984, Chester (Moore, Myers, and Kent, IBL 

54:104-106). An immature male hummingbird, probably a Rufous, was 

photographed at a feeder. Based on the pictures and descriptions, the bird could 

not be definitely distinguished from the much more unlikely Allen’s 

Hummingbird. Measurements and close examination of tail feathers after 

netting would have allowed specific identification. This is the first state record 
for this genus. 

Rock Wren: 21 May 1984, near Stone Park, (Kent and Silcock, IBL 54:37-38). This 

is only the 3rd report since 1910 and the first photographed for the state. 

Mountain Bluebird: 22 Dec 1984, near Lamoni (Livingston, IBL 55:19-20). A 

wintering male was seen by many and photographed for 4th state record. 

Solitary Vireo: 20 Dec 1984, near Lost Nation (IBL 55:12). A Christmas Count bird 
is the latest on record by seven weeks. 

Common Yellowthroat: 20 Dec 1984, near Keokuk (IBL 55:29). Iowa’s first winter 
record of this species was long overdue. 

Western Tanager: 15 May 1984, near Sabula (IBL 54:86). Iowa’s 6th record of this 

western species came from the most easterly point in the state. 
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation * 

by the Records Committee : : 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

‘SPECIES:  BLACK-NECKED STILT 

DATE SEEN: June 2, 1984 2 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Union Slough NWR, Kossuth County 

OBSERVERS: Francis Moore, Bob Myers 

DATE OF REVIEW: 1984 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Gs roulation by mail to Records Committee; check of photo at 
meeting. CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: I-P 

COMMENTS: 

ty of photos left no doubt in the Comittee's mind as 
piers Piel : the identification of this easy-to-identify 
species. : 
This appears to be the first confirmed record for this species in 
Iowa, although it has reported several times in the past without 
any accompanying description. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee . 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record t 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.
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Black-necked stilt 06/01/1984 
Union Sl. NWR, Kossuth Co. 
photo by John Guthrie 
1 print 
sent by J. Dinsmore 
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T.H. KENT 
211 RICHARDS ST. 

IOWA CITY, 1A 52240 



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF S44 -(9 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species Back-necked SAY UH) 2. Number 5). 3 

3. Location Ynion Shugh Wotiongl Mild/ te fefose — Kossu% Counts sJées< 
. f DVS 8U.A @OOA 4 

4. Date: une xy IG SY 5. Time Bird Seen: anf /304/7 to Pigs fy. 

6. 

10. 

. Description of voice, if heard: 7 Stmeadds 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

/ Very song heyseck Dn shore bird - aboot os Fel as Greats yelewlegs haf much Miner: 
2 kegs corre Very Jong ¢ Thin and ecb fn cobr. - Feet were ved alse. 

See borngs, buck ok neck and most of hat was block or ot lest vey Lork Ramp, Tail and under side C breast, beh, neck aval Sout £ foce n Front of eye) - whit 
é Small ab ee around eye wes oleh aut Jord $rorT 6 ; ; “70s ile. 

desta hat Plea wilkin 30! of me poof jet block bok € wigs 
» FU fas Z ink 4G — - 4 e is LIAS So ky long may be 3 leng 7 ot body wat 

Lp ens Fue eel os tong oS rest ef £ 
JO, fe a hag C/o? we od serve, 1 geen io ‘ ‘ : 

bial DS ctella'? Alscera oa dbisedan ei Fes 9 “aor GE le fave bod bolt — 
Y . 

1A SQ kek - kelc’ gives 4 Di; ii 
The bird vel ' jae ~ me Description of behavior: ye" wp YJ Feecting ~ Biabinas Type. They ofs2 motel 
so a ge cbserng and displayed 2 courting disphay by Loh 

. Habitat - general: #9 740+ heads sProght wyoond Telm bile Tozcther Ord walking ropolh . 
farge Col Fai marsh, 

Specific: Shallow madly poaff on nil eho of Refuge. 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
Wilh re really 1s sivttor, Ameritan Masoot pe apTirned Lill ond shows wreck 

11. Distance (how et ¢ 12. Optical equipment: 235-4 10x40 hinocs, ; hs Bond - ww » Flea oep>: Z 
{sq Mig Soh - ¢ - r oes BOF Spey Seopos a7 HO IS, 531 SC poner 
13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

ton a Oe 

Light (sky’, light én bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

nd problem Fo vieaing, very exceller?t yiderng cond Tons. 
Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing speciés: 

Wepe — Lot IONE pewcteol 

Other observers: 000 :. /yoore + Kuss Heys with me, 

Severa/ hers tte Oey pw aa C Dane iF (G84) 

Did the others agree with your identification? Jes 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: 4/ ohouc. 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
NV Looks LICK nevelod/ Sy This easy oe &) 

How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? /S Aours 

Signature: Kibet K Dh Address: /WZE Syjya Aye. 
S E 

Date: une HOD Mae Fe City, State: [hterhbo y Lowa. S70 | 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 34-19 

What species? Black-necked Stilt (Himantopys mexicanvs) How many? 2 Cids 19) 

Location? Unien Slough National Wildlife Kehge, Kossuth Covaty , JA 

Type of habitat? Open edge marsh , emergent Cattall avon 
R522 am B.4Sam Seearel tine 

When? date(s): June 2, 1984 time: 7:S8am te Fee. 15+ time 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Meo re. 336 Fartield Sk. waterloo | co703 

others with you: Bob Muevs. Russell So 
ry i 2 

others before or after you: Some before: | do nel Know who thes ave 
J 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under . . K ’ Ys 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We arvived at the Nox theast vntey of Uirvicon Slough Nw. alony County ri. A 40 Bnd 

imme diate la Sau fe two Black -neaked Stilts tet we had heard was there. They 

Weve walking ated feeding in &@ low water, marshy , medda Aveta near some tmevy m4 

cattail. When we fest Saw then they wert about 35 yards aw with Sun eines 

on thaws we were facing froavd He Ssuthdyr tlhe vead bed, We watched then. 

i. about tee wine tes brhece thes took Fight Ord Llew +o the Seu Fh. Wwe ther 
dxw0ve 

Ll mile Soo th of Ale (Cefier look img aX other shecebivds) 
do tle next East—-west wad 

c 

the Seoth side of He grave voad. This dime we 

We faoyd ls {ive Livds BHAI On 

watched then hi, about 1 primates vsing binoculars, te le see pes ard (alse feck 

about IS phe tes at the. threw gh mey (o0emnm C10 Celesten. The bivds had evtremely 

long ced lens, The bills were black otk abect I tims as long as tHe fps vase an 

was needle-like ver yy petite looking. the +p oF Ha head was black
. Tle bathe pe. 

neck was black , dle blackness 2ytend ing inte He breast a Little wast in Fant gf 

bend of He wings The beck wes blackhas wef as the vppee ond lower Surfaces of ian 

wings. tle bieds hed a lavge wkide splotch absare am the eye oak a gual wits 

tine below the 47 2snsiele fle pleek fate. The Bent of tle face, Kant of th
e neck 

ndéy boverts were wsh ithe. Ph
e upper teil Cave rts Lo

e re th ite, this 

breast, belly And x 

t wnvvp tt ck, the teila eaved white alse, 
whiteness extended abort half wes et back ad Ceantinuved an back. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Amevican Avsut s's the only species in Nod A 
Hwt ven we ct € ly looks lilee the Black -neeked S4iif; The 

Aa yp ae i rime Jew 

recucved bill, Hese bivas did wt. Avecet has favye peteles va aoe wings ae a 

thase bivds did not, Neck wes not wsty color asin Avocet. Avecots bead lakhs black as flese Sic s bak 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Sunny , wi were facing South webtthing bivds with RW sunen them. Closest distance was 

about 36 +o 4Oo feet . other vidwing distances weve ak approx. 3S yards a~Lh 100 yards, Viewed 

Using 10¥ 40 Leitz binoculars, 25X60 Spacemas ty ond BK RRA SSK CIO Celeshon telesoPe- 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have Seen one Black-necked Stilt ot 

Craney Islaud, Ports mouth, Virginia en May 21477, Nawe seen many hivedicuin Avecet+
. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? Q ours this form completed? G hers 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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The ey@ Was black. | did wet notice any Col or difference befueen tu tro bieds: As we. 

watched the feo birds at te second 
location the male began doing w (ie dance 

next to He female while AIS ing and lowering his dead. Me has get eo Los tad
 

and eepelated with hee. They +hen raised thes, heads almest ste ight Up deel walked 

Side by Site fe. 5 fe 10 steps. Be love ad atter this 
be havier Hye ares 

feed .ng actively by vuaning quite fast ark agilely ab
out catch ing insects on tHe 

Emerging vege tation, The
y moved sds dehasis fast faa Hiatt long Jagged a bid. 

Aftc. wodcling He feo bivds rae ahi 1S mutes - agprexinetely f00 yards 

the Plows foward vs Er p4ssed directly over lead at abort 30 o¢ 4
0 dot 

We went ard ale cked 
He boudhern pert ion Pe dle slougl 

nef see é ithe bird. 
We 

Awan 

be tuvae4 te Hua yaad bne mile Seu 46 ot A+ a4 

either ot about I270O neon, We fi gored that they 

Hee fue roads 6n 
one of He rom 4 pethole s thc we Cou (f See 

dice woads. Ne then [efti
h~ heme, 

Were Some whewt between 

between th.


