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March 24, 198] 

Dr. Thomas H. Kent 
211 Richards Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

Dear Dr. Kent: 

Enclosed is a list of bird observations for the winter period, 
which I know I should have sent to your earlier. Only a couple of 
them were my own observations, but I'm relaying observations of birds 
seen by several other people. 

I think the early sightings of several species of waterfowl and the 
red-winged blackbirds is noteworthy, but with the mild weather will 
probably be typical of observations over the entire state. The 
earliest red-wings in this area were on February 2/7, compared to 
March 15 last year. Local lakes and marshes opened up much earlier 
than normal. Most of Clear Lake was open by February 26. 

Sincerely, 

James L. Hansen 
Waterfowl Research Biologist 
Iowa Conservation Commission 
1203 North Shore Drive 
Clear Lake, Iowa 50428 
JLH:eh 
Enclosure
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