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Red Knot 

3 Sep 1990 

2 Record Number: 90-27 

w of Huxley, Story Co., IA 
S. Dinsmore, et al. 
through 9/13; IBL 61:20, 62:21 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Stephen J. Dinsmore, 3-11 Sep 
Pam Allen, 3 Sep 
Jim Dinsmore, 6 Sep 
Mark 

Beth 

Proescholdt, 8 Sep 
Proescholdt, 8 Sep 

Tim Schantz, 13 Sep 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 61:20 
Records Committee: IBL 62:21 

VOTE: 7 

A-D: 

A-D: 

A-D: 

A-D: 

species. 
A-D: 

Knots. 

A-D 

Good documents, viewed by many birders. 
Good descriptions by multiple observers. 
Good descriptions by all observers. 
Excellent group of documentations eliminates 

Many good documentations and descriptions of 

Classification: A-D 

any other 

the Red
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Location: flooded field 1.2 mi. west of Huxley, Story Co. 
Observer(s): Stephen |. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames 
Other observer(s}: James |. Dinsmore 

Description of bird(s}: While 1 was scanning through about 100 mize 
shorebirds in a flooded field, I noticed a single, large, sray and white 
shorebird feeding with several Eilldeer. The bird was slightly larger than the 
Eilideer, and much chunkier. I quickly recognized the bird as a Red Enot, a 
species lam very familiar with. | watched the bird for about twenty 
minutes, when if was joined by a second knot in identical plumage. The two 

Poth birds were estimated to be 10-20% larger than nearby Eilldeer. The 
mantie and wings were dark gray with prominent pale edges to the feathers. 
The wingtips were black, darker the the mantle. The breast and underparts 

were white with some faint light gray streaking on the breast and flanks. 
The tail was mostly white with a very muted gray band, about an inch wide, 

near the tip of the tail. In flight, both birds showed a very faint light stripe 

that extended along the base of the flight feathers from the body to near the 
wingtip. The legs were very dull yellow and fairly short. The head was gray 

with a darker cap and a light supercilium. The bill was dark, stout, of 
medium length, and slightly drooped downward near the tip. Neither bird 
was heard. 

I last saw the knots on the morning of 11 Sep. I continued to look for 
them over the next few days (almost daily), but never saw them again. | 
heard rumors that one or more knots were seen on later dates, but I wonder 

about the validity of those reports. 

Similar species and how eliminated: The fairly large size and gray and white 

plumage eliminates all shorebirds except Sanderling and winter-plumaged 
Dunlin. sanderling is eliminated by smaller size and different bill shape. 

Winter-plumaged Dunlin is eliminated by different bill shape, slightly 
smaller size, and different tail pattern. 

Optical equipment and viewing conditions: Viewing conditions were very 
good with the sun behind me or to one side. Estimated viewing distance was 
ag close as 50 feet. I used a Buschnell 20-45 spotting scope.
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DUCUMENTATION FORM 

SPECIES: Red Knot ifalidris canutus) 

HOW MANY: Two (2} 

LOCATION: One (1) mile West of Huxley, !A on 

county road £63, on South side of road 

HABITAT: Flooded grain field 

DATE: 3 September 1990 

TIME & LENGTH UF 

OBSERVATION: Bits to 6:96 7.F., ©.8.5.1. 

FIRST OBSERVATION 

MADE BY: Stephen J. Dinsmore (Ames, |owa) 

DOCUNENTER'S NANE*S. Pam Allen, 1601 P!easant Street 

ADDRESS: West Des Moines, 1A 50265 

OTHERS WHO SAW BIRD: Reid Ri ten, address same as above 

CESCRIPTION OF BIRD: These were two medium-sized shorebirds 
in non-breeding plumage; chunky, heavy and rounded in appearance . 
They had short legs, short bill and gave the impression of being 
quite sedate in their movements. They fed by probing their bill in 
the shallow mud and would wander slowly into the grasses on the mud 
flat and then back out into view. The color of the plumage was 
greyish with a very, very slight brownish tinge. The feather 
edgings on the back were “scaly” looking or like white scallops 
around the edges. The underparts of the birds were white bellies 
with slight very faint streaking on breast. The bill was short and 
black. The legs appeared to be a dark greenish color. 

SIMILAR SPECIES AND HOW ELIMINATED: Black-bellied Plover in non- 
breeding plumage has much shorter and stouter bill. Sanderlings are 
smaller and do not have the “scaly" looking appearance on the back 

feathers. Curlew Sandpiper's bill would be longer and decurved. 

VIEWING CONDITIONS AND EQUIPMENT: Viewing conditions were very good 
as the skies were clear. Viewed from a distance of 60-200 yds.



Viewed with Kowa [SN-4 spotting scope with 20-60 zoom lens and 8x36 

Bushnell Custom binocular. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 

WITH SPECIES: None 

REFERENCES CONSULTED: FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF NORTH 

AMERICA, National Geographic Society, Second Edition, 1987. WESTERN 

BIRDS, Peterson Field Guide *2, Roger Tory Peterson, 1990. THE 
FACTS ON FIELD FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH ATLANTIC SHOREBIRDS, “'--ard J. 

Chandler, 1969. SHOREBIRDS, AN IDENTIFICATION GUIDE; Peter Hayman, 
John Marchant, and Tony Prater, 1986. THE AUDUBON SOCIETY MASTER 

GUIDE TO BIRDING, Yol. 1, Loons to Sandpipers; John Farrand, dr., 

Editor, 1983. 

HOW LONG BEFORE 
FIELD NOTES MADE: Hs the birds were being observed. 

HOW LONG BEFORE THIS 
FORM COMPLETED: November 6, 1990



nDOCUMENTATION FORM 

BPEL es yy Necd knak 

How Maermys nwo 

Location: tlooded field between Huxley and Slater, Story Loouuit y 

Mabitaty ¢looded fiela 

Date: & September 1990 

Times 4:45-3:00 p.m. 

Joservers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkangas Drive, Ames 

Pa
t 

Others woo saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, others earlier 

Description of birds 

medium sized shorebird, slightly larger than Killdeer and bady Size 
about that of Lesser vYellowleqs, both compared directly with bird in 
field 

overall body color was Light gray above, while vunderneath was white, 
SOMNe etreaking on upper part of breast 
LLttl@® in way of distinguishing marks on birds other than distinct 
dark line througm @ye, white above the line 
bill was medium length, basically straight but with a slight hint of a 
GOwncurve at the end, bill was black 
lege were distictly shorter than those of the yellowlegqs which made it. 
appear somewhat Smaller bird, didn’t see leg coior 
bird body shape was stocky so that the bird was ¢at looking 
Gid nat see birds fly so didn’t see wing stripe or tail 

Similar species and how eliminated: too big tor Sanderling and also 
nat nearly as light colored as that species, also no shoulder mark 
Pectoral supperticially similar but body color was mot the brown of 
pectoral, also did not have the breast markings of pectoral (which 
Were present an the game pond) 
Wuntane pill mot long enough for Duniin, curve not aS prounounced as 
Uuribirt, and averall bill mot heavy enough for Duniin 

Vlewing conditions and equipment: bird was about oO yards away but sun 
att to side and gaod viewing light (sky clear and full sun) 

Previous experience with species:have seen this Species im lowa (twice 
previously), Tllinois, Massachusetts (hundreds), and Florida; also 
familiar with Dunlins, FPectorals, and Sanderlings 

Reterences consulted: Robbins field guide 

How long betore tield notes were made? conscientiously went through 
List of characters and made note of them in the field in anticipation 
Qf tilling out documentation 

How long betore this form was completed? next day, about 18 hours 
atter I saw the birds
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MDOCUMNEN TATION FORM 

Species? Med knak 

How Plany 2 two 

Location? flooded field between Huxley and Slater, Story County 
* 

Habitats tlooded field 

Date? 6 September i990 

Times 4:45-32s00 p.m. 

Qbservers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames 

Others who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore others earlier bs 

Description of bird: | 
medium sized shorebird, sliaqhtly larger than Filldeer and body size 

about that of Lesser Yellowlegs, both compared directly with bird in 

field 

qaverall body color was light gray above, while underneath was white, 

some etreaking on upper part of breast 

Little in way of distinguishing marks on birds other than distinct 

dark line through eye, white above the line 

bill was medium length, basically straight but with a slight hint of a 

downeurve at the end, bill was black 

legs were distictly shorter than those of the yellowlegs which made it 

appear samewhat semaller bird, didn’t see leg color 

bird body shape was stocky so that the bird was tat looking 

did not see birds fly sa didn’t see wing stripe ar tail 

Similar species and how @liminated: too big for Sanderling and also 

not nearly as light colored as that species, alsa na shoulder mark 

Pectoral supperticially similar but body color was mot the brown of 

pectoral, also did not have the breast markings of pectoral (which 

Were present on the sane pond) 

Dunline--bill mot long enough for Bunlin, curve not a8 proaunounced as 

Duolin. and overall bill not heavy enough far Dunlin 

Yiewing conditions and equipment: bird was about 8O yards away but sun 

off to side and good viewing light (sky clear and full sun) 

Previous experience with species:have seen this species im lowa (twice 

previously), Illinois, Massachusetts (hundreds), and Floriday also 

familiar with Dunlings, Fectorals, and sanderlings 

References consulted: Roabbins field guide 

How long betore field notes were made?’ conscientiously went through 

list of characters and made note of them in the field in anticipation 

of filling out documentation 

How long before this form was completed? mext day, about 18 hours 

after I saw the birds



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 40°44 

What species? Re 4 Kuot How many? es 

Location? «=| mile west of Hurley in Sery Count} 

Type of habitat? TWO WiCe pouds beside the Lai g kway 

When? date(s): Sept: $1990 time: G:lOp.m. to 6: 50 o-wm. (approximately) 

Who?your name and address: Mork Roescholdt, $0 xX 6S) LisComb, Dower SOVGR 

others with you: Reth Poes choldt 

others before or after you: Steve hinsmoere 4 a other 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

TWO large chunky Qvay shorebirds were at te 

wotexs edge on the Shere. They had O& large dark 

and thick bill. the actual hody Sige Cexcluding leq Ss) was almost 

Wie Size of Greater Yellowhegs which were nearby, but the hody 

Site Was chundier-. The Red Kuots towered iw Size Quven— 

Rocloral Samdeipers. they had dack-appearing [egs, were white 

underweath ) ana Weve Very grayish Ove their hacks, Way had 

a dock steipe-lek trough the eyo. At lest ene had black edging 

at am le and wet Up and down, thei bills were shorter +han 

the Will oF ao SHE Sandpiper. One “Has feedivg iw the water 

Wich wdiP upto its beas ence, +hey walked with a peer 
Similar species hap how eliminated: 

Black- Bellied and L.Goldow Plover have different postures aud patternSand 
dort have tHe rea greuiss lack, duuling would he much smaller, Stilt sandpipers 

WEL Ae Slimmor and ex ; ; Ss 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Mo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Bo SUMny and cloudy at Hwee with Sun at ower side, Nist@uces 

Were YW-50 yaxds away-estimated, Sx30 BiweCS aud IX Saape . 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Excellent close leeks at ove last year at Samalpiper Beach at Say locville , 
References and persons consulted before writing description: ot : : 
Se se lll > Field Guide +o Fnac’ aoe Net |, GBOQraphic ¢ Bivds of M Among. 

How long before field notes made? while Viewivg this form completed? Sept. QS, 1990 
ed 

e 4 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa ¥O:<7 

What species? Kod knot How many? ae 

Location? vo im 16s5 “We ot of Hla xley, SO ath Sto — County 

Type of habitat? Lhyoded freld ae ae fonds 

When? date(s): S60 tember 5. /9Getime: (9 1/5 é te G20 da 
l | = 

Who?your name and address: Beth Vrae tc he idt : ae SCOomD 1 owvg 

others with you: Mark vy, £6664 ho Id {- 

others before or after you: Steve ™ SM ove Ana John can. ¢ { a) 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. . 

A+ the tar eclge of the pend, 40 -Soyards away, 
luey a two large i MPY > S hord- legged Shore birds, THe 

had pale ra y backs Usth 4a dark edge of the Drimarreés 

S hou) 76 the Wings extending to *Hé end of tail. 
Under parts loere wh;rte, The short, straigh to black 651! 
+ Sshord /egs C 40g pa to see the co lor) scparatad them 

trom dow stely ers, Je iewlegs or Sti l4 Sandpiper. 
The body LG S Qhow the length OF Greater Ye jlow/egs 

but much heavy; er. They were feeding at Aheedge of 
i iva tal is) S Last - jab 9 No 47 O/) , Lua lk NG ua" thy 

eet G braddle, + didn't} see rhen Fly, 
We Knew -+) , : | wee yeee large ehorebirds could be nohh; 

Out Ked Krete jn winker plumage, | = 

Similar species and how eliminated: (-+Aer Jarge Shevth le <2 

Greater Jejlowlegs, lowitchers, Sti /4 Sandpiper efc 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

APPLE XiMately 4 o - sd Yards: sun from west at our side as 

we faced sodth; Mikes ¥x 30 vineculars and Bushnell $pdcom 
” oom Previous experience with species and similar ones: Sey 

e had an unsatistacter) peek atone once. | | 
References and persons consulted before y Bp description: deséri Fion written as We 

Watched birds 2 Loh e Cbs) 2ulT 43 ATldes to bé Sure a Od. Loy 
How long before field notes made? LW ile this form completed? Sep , AO al] Hh 

, Marts 
4 MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Rare Bird Report 

Species- Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 

Location- South of County Road E63, Story Co., Iowa 

Observers- Tim Schantz, Jim Fuller 

Date - 9/13/90 

Equipment- Zeiss 10x40B, Kowa 20* Spotting Scope 

Description- Large Caldrid about the size of a Dowitcher. Light 

colored on the face and underparts with a faint eyeline and slight 

buff tinge on the breast. Bill was shorter than a Dowitcher. Gray 

upperparts with black edges to the feathers. Primaries were more 

uniform in color and darker gray. Legs were shorter than Dowitcher 

and yellowish in color. 

Discussion- After hearing a report of two birds of this species at 

the above location I went to the area where I was joined by Jim 

Fuller. We saw a number of different shorebirds. We spotted one 

Red Knot with Dowitchers and Stilt Sandpipers. After studying the 

bird I felt confidént that this species was identified correctly 
and that it was a juvenile. I have experience with this species 

having seen them and banded them off The West Coast of the United 
States. 

Tim Schantz 
309 E Robinson 

Knoxville, Iowa 50138


