Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 07/17/93

Red Knot 2 Record Number: 90-27
3 Sep 1990 Classification: A-D

w of Huxley, Story Co., IA

S. Dinsmore, et al.

through 9/13; IBL 61:20, 62:21

DOCUMENTATIONS

Stephen J. Dinsmore, 3-11 Sep

Pam Allen, 3 Sep

Jim Dinsmore, 6 Sep

Mark Proescholdt, 8 Sep

Beth Proescholdt, 8 Sep

Tim Schantz, 13 Sep
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 61:20

Records Committee: IBL 62:21
VOTE: 7 A-D

A-D: Good documents, viewed by many birders.

A-D: Good descriptions by multiple observers.

A-D: Good descriptions by all observers.

A-D: Excellent group of documentations eliminates any other
species.

A-D: Many good documentations and descriptions of the Red
Knots.
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DOCUMENTATICN FORM

species: Red Knot

Humber: 2 juv.

Date: 3-11 Sep 1990

Time: 5:20-6:48 pm. on 3 Sep

Location: flooded field 1.2 mi. west of Huxley, Story Co.
Observer(s): Stephen |. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr, Ames
Other observer(s): James . Dinsmore

Description of bird(s): While I was scanning through about 100 mizxs
sherebirds in a flooded field, I noticed a single, large, oray and white
shorebird feeding with several Killdeer. The bird was slightly larger than the
Eilldeer, and much chunkier. I quickly recognized the bird as a Eed Knot, a
spectes [ am very familiar with. [ watched the bird for about twenty
minutes, when it was {oined by a second knot in identical plumage. The two
Xnots remained together until I left, and were seen together on all of my
subsequent visits to the area.

Both birds were estimated to be 10-20% larger than nearby Killdeer. The
mantle and wings were dark gray with prominent pale edges to the feathers.
The wingtips were black, darker the the mantle The breast and underparts
were white with some faint light gray streaking on the breast and flanks.
The fail was mostly white with a very muted gray band, about an inch wide,
near the tip of the tail. In flight, both birds showed a very faint light stripe
that extended along the base of the flight feathers from the body to near the
wingtip. The legs were very dull yellow and fairly short. The head was gray
with a darker cap and a light supercilium. The bill was dark, stout, of
medium length, and slightly drooped downward near the tip. Neither bird
was heard.

[ last saw the knots on the morning of 11 Sep. I continued to 1ook for
them over the next few days (almost daily), but never saw them again. |
heard rumors that one or more knots were seen on later dates, but [ wonder
about the validity of those reports.

Similar species and how eliminated: The fairly large size and gray and white
plumage eliminates all shorebirds except Sanderling and winter-plumaged
Dunlin. Sanderling is eliminated by smaller size and different bill shape.
Winter-plumaged Dunlin is eliminated by different bill shape, slightly
smaller size, and different tail pattern.

Optical equipment and viewing conditions: Viewing conditions were very
Zood with the sun behind me or to one side. Estimated viewing distance was
as close as 50 feet. I used a Buschnell 20-45x spotting scope.
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Previous experience with species: [ ma very familiar with Red Enots from
Massachusetts, New Jersev, and I have ceen them in [owa in siX of the last
seven vears. [ am also familiar with Sanderlings and Dunlin

How long before field notes written? written during inifial obssrvation
How long before this form completed? 2 days after last sighting



75-27

DOCUNENTATION FORM

SPECIES: Red Knot (Calidris canutus)
HOW MANY: Two (2}
LOCATION: One (1) mile Uest of Huxley, IA on
county road E63, on South side of road
HABITAT: Flooded grain field
DATE: 3 September 1990
TIME & LENGTH OF
DBSERUATION: 6:15 to 6:40 P.N., C.D.S5.T.
FIRST OBSERUATION
MADE BY: Stephen J. Dinsmore (Ames, |owa)
DOCUMENTER'S NAME*& Pam Allen, 1601 P'=zasant Street
ADDRESS: West Des Moines, IR 50265
OTHERS WHO SAW BIRD: Reid Hlleﬁ, address same as abouve
DESCRIPTION OF BIRD: These were two medium-sized shorebirds

in non-breeding plumage; chunky, heavy and rounded in appearance .
They had short legs, short bill and gave the impression of being
quite sedate in their movements. They fed by probing their bill in
the shallow mud and would wander slowly into the grasses on the mud
flat and then back out into view. The color of the plumage was
greyish with a very, very slight brownish tinge. The feather
edgings on the back were "scaly” looking or like white scallops
around the edges. The underparts of the birds were white bellies
with slight very faint streaking on breast. The bill was short and
black. The legs appeared to be a dark greemish color,

SIMILAR SPECIES AND HOW ELIMINATED: Black-bellied Plover in non-
breeding plumage has much shorter and stouter bill. Sanderlings are
smaller and do not have the "scaly" looking appearance on the back
feathers. Curlew Sandpiper's bill would be longer and decurved.

UIEWING CONDITIONS AND EQUIPMENT: VUiewing conditions were very good
as the skies were clear. Uiewed from a distance of 60-200 yds.
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Uiewed with Kowa TSN-4 spotting scope with 20-60 zoom lens and 8x36
Bushnel | Custom binocular.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE
WITH SPECIES: None

REFERENCES CONSULTED: FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF NORTH
AMERICA, Hational Geographic Society, Second Edition, 1987. WESTERN
BIRDS, Peterson Field Guide ®*2, Roger Tory Peterson, 1990, THE
FACTS ON FIELD FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH ATLANTIC SHOREBIRDS, ='-F:rd J.
Chandler, 1989. SHOREBIRDS, AN IDENTIFICATION GUIDE; Peter Hayman,
John Marchant, and Tony Prater, 1986. THE AUDUBON SOCIETY MASTER
GUIDE TO BIRDING, Uol. 1, Loons to Sandpipers; John Farrand, Jr.,
Editor, 1983.

HOW LONG BEFORE
FIELD HOTES NADE: fis the birds were being observed.

HOW LONG BEFORE THIS
FORM COMPLETED: Nouember 6, 1990
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BUOCUMENTATION FORM

Dpeciest Red koot
o Many 7 two
Location? flooded field between Huxley and Slater, Story County

Mabitat™ +looded field

LDate ! & September 1990
Time? 4:453-53:00 p.m.
Observers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames

Others wio saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, others earlier

Lescription of bird:

medium sized shorebird, slightly larger than Killdeer and body size
about that of Lesser yellowlegs, both compared directly with bird in
tield

overall body color was light gray above, while underneath was white,
some streaking on upper part of breast

little i1n way of distinguishing marks on birds other than distinct
dark line through eve, white above the linfne

Bill was medium length, basically straight but with & slight hint of a
downcurve at the end, bill was black

lege were distictly shorter than those of the vellowlegs which made it
appear somewnat Emaller Pird, didn't see leg color

ird body shape was stocky so that the bird was fat looking

did not see birds fly so didn 't see wing stripe or tail

similar species and how eliminated: too big +for Sanderling and also
not nearly as light colored as that species, also no shoulder mark
Fectoral supper+icially similar but body color was not the brown of
pectoral, also did not nave the breast markings of pectoral (which
were present on the same pond)

Dunlin-—-nill not long enough for Dunlin, curve not as prounounced as
Dunliin, and overall bill not heavy enough for Dunlin

Yiewing conditions and equipment: bird was sbout S0 vards away but sun
aff to side and good viewing light (sky clear and full sun)

Frevious experience with species:have seen this species in lowa (twice
previously), Illinois, Massachusetts (hundreds) , and Florida: also
tamiliar with Dunlins, Fectorals, and Sanderlings

Reterences consulted: Robbins field Guide
How long betore field notes were made? conscientiously went through
list ot characters and made note of them in the field in anticipation

of fi1lling out documentation

How long before this torm was completed? next day, about 18 hours
atter 1 saw the birds
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RDOCUMERNTATION FORM

hpecies™ MHed knot
How Fany & two
Location? flooded field between Huxley and Slater, Story County

Habitat™? flooded field

Date! & SBepltember 19590
Time? 4:43-5:00 p.ma.
Observers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames

Dthers who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, others earlier

Description of birds:

medium sized shorebird, slightly larger than KEilldeer and body size
about that of Lesser Yellowlegs, both compared directly with bird in
field

overall body color was light gray above, while underneath was white,
some streaking on upper part of breast

little in way of distinguishing marks on birds other than distinct
dark line through eye, white above the line

bill was medium length, basically straight but with & slight hint of a
downcurve at the end, bill was black

legs were distictly shorter than those of the yellowlegs which made it
appear samewhat iemaller bird, didn't see leg color

ird body shape was stocky so that the bird was tat looking

did not see birds fly so didn 't see wing stripe or tail

Similar species and how eliminated: too big for Sanderling and also
not nearly as light colored as that species, also no shoulder mark
Fectoral supperticially similar but body color was not the brown of
pectoral, also did not have the breast markings of pectoral (which
were present on the same pond)

Dunlin-—bill not long enough for Dunlin, curve not as prounounced as
Dunlin, and overall bill not heavy enough for Dunlin

Viewing conditions and equipment: bird was about 80 yards away but sun
off Lo side and good viewing light (sky clear and full suny

Frevious esperience with species:have seen this species in l[owa (twice
previously), Illinois, Massachusetts (hundreds), and Floridaj; also
familiar with Dunlins, Fectorals, and Sanderlings

Reterences consulted: Robbins field guide
How long before field notes were made? conscientiously went through
list of characters and made note of them in the field in anticipation

of +i1l1ling out documentation

How long before this form was completed? next day, about 18 hours
after 1 saw the birds



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Jo-27

What species? Re_ (i K\/Lﬂ)'f' How many? l
Location? | wmile  west of Huxley iw  SYerd CountY
Type of habitat? WD W€ EPOVLQLS bveside Hie big kwag
when? date(s):__ Septs &, 1990 time:_§\0pin. to_6:50 v, (apprexivaately)
Who?your name and address: MQ(K ﬁ)mﬁéckmut BoX 6§P¢‘s&mlﬁ, Towea SOIYR
others with you: Eeﬂ\ PVOE.SC‘.ML:H'
others before or after you: SHeve. dinswove. __many o thex—<¢

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of'aH parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Twe  laxge, Cfb\\k"\uﬂ oM Shovehirds were at He
watess edge on the sShoe . They had oo large daxK
0“’\‘1 %\fQK \)I“ ’ -ﬂlﬂ qchud deﬂ Qifb.Q Ce;(c,[\.ultwg [4&39) was alwost
e Sige of Sreater ‘éel[aw!@gs which weve v\ea.dog , but He koo@
Sige wes duwd(tes)r The Red Kuolt Howeved iw Size  puex
Pecloal %J?:Pers. They had &*%rqwermlvtﬂ legs, were white
tkwlmrv\m%, amd wexe vexy gvﬂg{SL\ ovex Yheir backs , 'Tﬁﬂg had
o dack sfape—look Hovugh the eye . A least eme had black e_dgfvg
ow Yhe wivg Jo e Hail -l-ip- Whew -ﬁeeelivg] , -{«ﬁuj would j‘lJA Quay

ot am amgle md wit up and down . Theic bills wexe shocter Hhan
the Wil of oo Skt samdpiper. Oue¥fas Reding i the water
Which M up o it [e8s omce, they walked wifh o waddle,

Similar species and how elimipated:

Black— Rellied amd L. Geldon Plvey have dffevemt 6)054-&\’&5 and P&‘HWS’@J
okt haye Hhe veal misk back. Dumling wowld ke wuch swailer. St Saudpipers

A S ((wmwmex amd lL@)r. . ) . )
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identjfication? Ao

If yes, explain:
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Suany amd clowdy at Himes with Sun at cwr side.  Distawces
Wexe Y- 5p yaxds away-estiwmated.  Ex30 Bimwocs awd 2 X Scape .

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ‘
Exceliowct Clhse boks at owne Jast Yaawr at Smdpiper Beach at sayloxvile ,

References and persons consulted befgre writing description: e . 2
LT Re:{-ex'smps Field <uide 4o Fide” so Het|, eogrophics Birds of Vi Amed .
How long before field notes made? w]a;le Viewiwd this form completed? S'g?'_f'. 25, 1990

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species?_ f{e_,d Kﬂaf" How many? 2-
Location? /%o 1miles we st of Huxley, souath Sﬂle ry_County
Type of habitat? f/ooa/@a/ -[rﬂ/c/ -~ 2 pa‘;?’ds Y /
When? date(s): Sé,,p temb er &, )990tine: . /$~/7Mto &1 0 P
Who?your name and address: %&‘f‘"\ ?I’O(-‘JGC}'IO /d'l‘ ) i SCdmb, 2':00-‘ q

others with you: /L'_fdfk ﬂr 3 &56E /70 /d 'f"
others before or after you: 5‘/‘151}6 O;‘n Sm Ar‘t’.’ Ar\,\ j@l’)r) Cany. € {— al

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

At +he far edge of +he pond, 46 -Soyards away,
Were two large d)um)pg ; & }wr/"f’gqed chorchirds, 77‘{“)
Aad fgq/e ij\aﬂ J’/‘ddks u_);‘/*ﬁ a davrk CC{ﬁG_ &‘f'/’hd])lfi’ﬂ’)d’i"f'ej
< how) 74 , 7hé Wings czx%endmja to *he end of +ai |,
Underparis weve white. ThHe shord, straigh 4, black il
+ shord /eqs (Hoq far +o see Jhe color) scparated +hem
{fyom dow i tel ers, Jellowlegs or S5 14 SGI’IC[PJ";}(-’{“,

77)6- J?ao’} was abouy +he /eng%h sfg Greater Vﬁj(ow/egs
waid moch heay er. '7”/5@9 WEere pe@c[mj a+ +*hecdge of

The waler 10 a Las) abbing imotion, watking with
AIMes T g taaddle I"d:‘dn’zﬁce.?%em £y,

vaFwﬂeejne@ +hese large choreb)rds could pe »’307%"!77

Km-}—s o winter P/U/T!éfgcr

Similar species and how eliminated: /A e r Jarge ékcreb ;,,d S !
Greater \)eﬂowfeﬂs) Howitche rs , St Sandpiper efc .

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ) o

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
/ PPY‘GXNHQ-}QJj 4o~ 5 C’ryard@ sun frem we st at our side as
wllaced sadth; Mk s x 53 binaculrs and Bashoe Spicomeg

Previous experience with species and similar ones: A
Jl-e}’)ad AN W)Satistactery peek atone 916 €. | e
References ,.and persons consulted before writing description: esc.nf%jon wr;zf-cn 75 we
Latehed birds aLorl'H)e, Cox) SQ 1t %5,? \ldes 7o be Sate wc.vl/ay ed {op

How long before field notes made? LU 5)6 this form completed? S(B'P , 20 arl ﬂe

mqrés
F

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Rare Bird Report

Species- Red Knot (Calidris canutus)

Location- South of County Road E63, Story Co., Iowa
Observers- Tim Schantz, Jim Fuller

Date - 9/13/90

Equipment- Zeiss 10x40B, Kowa 20¥% Spotting Scope

Description- Large Caldrid about the size of a Dowitcher. Light
colored on the face and underparts with a faint eyeline and slight
buff tinge on the breast. Bill was shorter than a Dowitcher. Gray
upperparts with black edges to the feathers. Primaries were more
uniform in color and darker gray. Legs were shorter than Dowitcher
and yellowish in color.

Discussion- After hearing a report of two birds of this species at
the above location I went to the area where I was joined by Jim
Fuller. We saw a number of different shorebirds. We spotted one
Red Knot with Dowitchers and Stilt Sandpipers. After studying the
bird I felt confidént that this species was identified correctly
and that it was a juvenile. I have experience with this species
having seen them and banded them off The West Coast of the United
States. d

Tim Schantz
309 E Robinson
Knoxville, Iowa 50138



