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Ferruginous Hawk Record Number: 85-03
28 Mar 1985 Classification: NA
Cherokee Co., IA

*Marion Brewer

IBL 55:62; 56:44

DOCUMENTATION

Marion Brewer
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 55:62

Records Committee: IBL 56:44
VOTE: 1-1III, 4-IV, 2=V

IV, No real diagnostic characteristic mentioned.

IV, I assume that the rufous colored legs were seen while the
bird was on the ground. They are best determined in flight. Why
wasn’t rufous seen on the wing and body? If the bird was seen
from behind, why weren’t the white wing patches seen?

V, Not enough detail to convince me.

IV, Very possibly a correct ID, however, no mention of dorsal
wing patches was made, or flight pattern and "the dark brown
upper parts" may be needs more detailing.

ITI, If by "red legs" the observer was indicating the
feathered tarsus then the observation sounds like an authentic
Ferruginous sighting.

V, Possibly a Ferruginous, but description lacks important
information such as pattern of wings, head and body feathering
and coloration. Redtails may have some rufous feathering on legs.

IV, Only good field mark is leg color. Writer seems unfamiliar
with the field marks of this species. Could have seen but didn’t
write about pattern of upper side of wings. Redtails don’t
normally have horizontal barring on belly. (If dark legs alone is
a sufficient field mark for Ferruginous, then this is OK. lets
research and then re-review all the recent documentations.)



uad

firsthand.

SPECIES: Ferruginous Hawk

DATE SEEN: 28 March 1980
SITE OF OBSERVATION: Cherokee County
OBSERVERS: Marion Brewer

DATE OF REVIEW: October 198%

METHOD OF REVIEW: Committee discussion
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: L%

COMMENTS: It is generally agreed that to clinchiﬁbj&!
species 1n Iowa the white wing :

and described. The Committee is currentl
the criteria for Ferruginous Hawk ID in

The opinions expressed here are based on the ]
available to the Committee and should not ne
alternate interpretation by those who obsgr

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submrlsigp
evidence.
Explanation of Classification:
I: labeled, diagnostic specimen, phatograph
available for review by the Committee
II: acceptable sight record documented 1ndap-
more observers ‘
II11: acceptable sight record documented by 1.of
IV: probably correct record, but not beyond do
V: record with insufficient evidence to judqé
VI: probably incorrett identification, escapee,
unacceptable record. ;
Classification is based on the highest categnry
six of seven Committee menbers.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa - SR

What species? Ferrucirﬁus Hawrr How many? Ane
Location? My 7 & M 31 (4:. A thaqglee S E Clocden C../a;z._

Type of habitat?__ Dean sround with spuérater wovs (erass)

When? date(s): March 28 1985 time: L:lLopm  “to )iz LS pn

Who?your name and address: lMarion 1, Brewer RRf 2 Cherokee, Ia 51012

others with you:

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Hedtailed hawk sized buteo, dark browm upper parts (head, back and wings)
light reddish upper tail . Light colored under parts, vith 1i-ht strealdns on
sides of belly. lied, ## rufous cnloredllegs. Forched on the bean rround. It flushed
¥i¥¥ three tines, each time flying about 100 vards returnine to the eround. Always

aviey from me so that I never got to see the under parts of the wines.

Similar species and how eliminated: Hedtailed hawk, no horizontal streaking onthe bellw
and the rufous colored legsk l )

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Clear day with sun to myr back, viewed with 15 to |5 nower score,

Previous experience with species and similar ones:

over 15 vears of huntine in Wyomine .. . N
References-and persons Consulted before writing description:

Feterson, golden, and Audubon field puides
How long before field notes made? 2 hours this form completed? 13-28-1985

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



