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NA, Possibly correct identification but details rather general
and vague. Was this an adult or juvenile? Some pectorals can be
quite buffy, have very distinct rufous caps, and pale
supercilliums. To accept a record of this species, which is very
similar to Pectoral Sandpiper, I would need a more detailed
description.

NA, This bird may have been correctly separated from the very
similar Pectoral but I'm not sure we have enough to go on. My
biggest concern is that we have some rather subjective
evaluations re. eye stripe, buffiness of breast, and extent of
bib that are dependent upon close, detailed view. My recollection
of Casey Barrow is of a distant sand bar where a close view might
be difficult. Information on this was not included in the
documentation.

NA, The bill shape and coloration is not mentioned by either
documenter. The white supercillium is noted, but the shape is not
described. Juvenile Pectoral is not eliminated.

NA, The time is good for Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, but it is
also good for thousands of Pectorals. My first question relates
to the age of the bird. Juvenile Pecs may show a good deal of
buffiness. The description of the breast sounds somewhat like a
Sharp-tail but there is not enough detail to be sure. Both
Sharp-tailed and Pectorals can show a strong supercilliary, and
although there are some differences, it is not described to make
any judgment. The dark brown cap leans more toward Pectoral as
Sharp-tailed is rusty.

NA, The findings are suggestive, but the distance involved is
great based on my own experience. I saw a lot of Pectorals this
fall with prominent eyelines, dark caps, and pale breast with
faint streaking. Pectorals vary a lot, so it is easy to overcall
a sharp-tailed. I would require a close view.

NA, Top of head should be redder color not just darker, many
Pectorals have darker cap, some gquite reddish in color. No
mention by either observer of shape of white superciliary. Lots
of Pectorals have a well defined white superciliary. The
description of these two field marks not detailed enough to say
for sure if this is a Sharp-tailed. To me Pectoral not completely
ruled out.

A-D, Not the most detailed description, but adequate.
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Chuck Fuller - Appendix to J. Rutenbeck's Documentation Form on

description of Bird seen at 3:10 P.M. on 10-13-95
at Casey Barrow Access in Des Moines County. Bird
was seen on a sand island in Mississippi River.
KOWA TSN-4 Scope with 20/60 zoom--1ight-sunny with
sun behind.

The bird in question was feeding along the sand/grass
edge of the river along with a definate Pectoral Sand-
piper  (Several-perhaps up to 90, and an immediate
difference was apparent. Those differences were:

1) An over-all buffier (tanner or browner) color.

2) Light buffy chest that ended 1ike a Pectoral
but not a streaked-abrupt bib 1ike Pectoral

3) Definite white eye brow

4) What appeared to be a dark brown cap on
top of head.

Over-all size and shape similar to Pectoral Sandpiper.
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