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DOCUMENTATION

Steve Dinsmore
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 59:13

Records Committee: IBL 59:77
VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain

A-D. This documentation is greatly enhanced by the observers
before and after sightings of Pomarine Jaegers.

A-D. The details, although all somewhat subjective, all seem
to point to Parasitic.

A-D. Details as written acceptable as Parasitic Jaeger
especially as compared to two Pomarine Jaegers.

A-D. While subjective, experience of observer and immediately
prior and subsequent sightings of Pomarines allows for convincing
ID. Features differentiating the 2 species were seen (less white
in wings, flight characteristics).

SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010
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DOCUMENTAT LOM FORM

Species Farasitic Jaeger
How Many?1 Juv.
LocationSaviorville FReservorr, Folk Co.-south end ot 1ake

Habitatfflyving over large reservolr

Date?I9-50 Sep 1988

limesdr46-51 14 pom. on 29 Sep and 10:15-10:325 a.m. on 20 Sep
Ubservers Name and address:bteve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, I[A
50010

Others who saw bird:bBery Engebretsen, Jdim Sinclair

Description of birad:ln 29 Sep, I was birding from Sandpiliper Beach when
I noticed a dark, gull-like bird +lving down the lake. The bpird was
dark brown colored and had a small, white crescent at the base of the
CFLMAENLES On S@ach wing. I knew | was looking at & laeger, probapbly a
Fomarine or & rarasitic. L thought the bird was probably one ot the
two Fomarine Jaegers [ had seen an houwr @arlier near the dam, 2 miles
down the lake.

The bird flew past the beach and landed near some Ring—billea
Gulls. On the water, the bird seemed smaller and slimmer than the
Ring—-billed Gulls. The bhill appeared dark, and was similar in shape
to the bill of a Ring-billed Gull. The bird was entirely dark brown
colored, with some darker barring on the belly and undertail. The
nead was slightly paler than the rest of the bird. At this point, I
began to notice that the bird wasn 't nearly as bulky or large as the
Fomarine Jasgers [ had seen sarlier. Atter a few minutes, the bird
began to fly around again. This time, | noticed that the bird flew
very arratically, and had very fast wing strokes. The bird did not
fave the lumbering f1light of & Fomarine Jaeger. The winas were long
and pointed, and seemed aults dit+terent from the broader, more rounded
WINgs aFf & Fomar e Jasger. Aleo, the white on bthe wing was much less
distinct than the white on the wings of the two Fomarine Jasgers. The
white area was much less edtensive, and 1t was difticult to see much
wWhite on the underwing. The bird did not have any visible tail
streamers. Note that betore and atter this sighting [ saw two
Jjuvenile Fomarine Jaegers near the dam of the reservolr.

On 20 Sep, Jim Sinclair, Bery Engebretsen, and I saw a jaeger off
Cherry blen Rec. Area that we 1dentified as a Farasitic Jaeger. The
bird was chasing gulls over the lake, and flew with very rapid wing
strokes. The bird seemed to be no bigger than a Ring-billed Gull. e
watched the bird for almost an hour from the shore and from my boat
betore the bird flew north and we lost 1t. A haltd how later we
observed two Fomarine Jaegers resting together near the dam.

Himilar species and how eliminated: The dark colaor and white patches on
the wings eliminates all larids except lJlaegers. The noticeable amount
of white on the wing, visible on the underside of the wing, eliminates
Long—-tailed Jaeger. The small size compared to a Ring-billed Gull,
less prominent white on the wing, smaller bill size, and more rapid
wing strokes eliminates Fomarine Jaeger.
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Viewing conditions and equipmentiViewing conditlons were very good

with the sun behind me. Estimated viewing distance was 200 vards on
29 Sepn, and as close as 100 vards from oy boat on I0 Sep. I used a
Ruschnell Z0-43x spotting scope and Bausch and Lomb 8x40 binoculars.

Frevious experlience wiith species: ] nave seen numerous Fomarine and
Farasitic Jjaegers ottt the tast Loast, plus one Farasitic and two
Fomaringe laegers 1n lowa.

Feterences consulted:MGS Field Guide rto the Birds of North fAmerica

How lLong before field notes were madeTwritten while watching bird on
29 Sep and atter observaitions on 30 Sep

How Long betare this form was completediwritten on 29 Sep-updated on
30 Bep



