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Parasitic Jaeger Record Number: 88-25 

29 Sep 1988 Classification: A-D 

Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore 
to 30 Sep; IBL 59:13, 7/7 

DOCUMENTATION 

Steve Dinsmore 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:13 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 

VOTE: 6-A-D, l-abstain 
A-D. This documentation is greatly enhanced by the observers 

before and after sightings of Pomarine Jaegers. 
A-D. The details, although all somewhat subjective, all seem 

to point to Parasitic. 
A-D. Details as written acceptable as Parasitic Jaeger 

especially as compared to two Pomarine Jaegers. 
A-D. While subjective, experience of observer and immediately 

prior and subsequent sightings of Pomarines allows for convincing 

ID. Features differentiating the 2 species were seen (less white 
in wings, flight characteristics). 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

species :Farasitic Jaeger 
Mow Many yi Juva 

Location ’bayvyiorville Meservoir, Polk Co.-south @end or lake 

Mabibatryrilying over large reservoir 

Dateled~-a0 Sep 1988 
Time ry424o-5214 p.m. an 24 — and LOriSe-LO; 25 a.m. om 320 Se 

Jnservers Name and addressinteve Dinsmore 4024 arkansas Or. Ames, iA 
IC) Lt 

Hthers who saw bird:bery Engqe@bretsen, Jim Simclair 

Description at birditin £9 Sep, I was birding trom Sandpiper Beach when 

T neticed & dark, gull-Like bird tlying down the lake. Tne bird was 

dark brown colored and nad a small, white crescent at the base of the 

OP L MAPLES On Beach wing. i knew I was Looking at a Jaeger, probably a 

Momneriloie or a Parasitic. Lf thought the bird was probably one of the 

two Fomarine Jaeqers I had seen an Nour @ariier near the dam, 32 miles 

down the lake. 

The bird flew past the beach and landed near some Ring-billed 

fSulis. Qn the water, the bird seemed smaller and slimmer than the 

Ring-billed Guiles. The bill appeared dark, and was similar im shape 

to the bill of aA Ring-billed thuli. The bird was entirely dark brawn 

colored, with some darker barring on the belly and undertail. The 

nead was slightly paler than the rest aft the bird. At this point, I 

began to motice that the bird wasn t nearly as bulky or larqe as the 

Foamarine Jaegers [ had seen earlier. aAtter a tew minutes, the bird 

began to tly around again. This time, I noticed that the bird flew 

very erratically, and Nad very tast wing strokes. The tird did mot 

Mave the lumbering tlight of a Fomarine Jaeger. The winds were long 

and pointed, and seemed quite difrerent from tne broader, more rounded 

WLOS OF & Fomarine Jaeger. ealeo, the white an the wing was much less 

distinet than the white an the wings ar the two Fomarine Jaegers. The 

White area was much less extensive, and it was difticult to see much 

waite an the underwing. The bird did mot nave any visible tail 

Streaners. Note that betore and atter this sighting [ saw two 

juvenile FPomarine Jaegers near the dam ar the reservoir. 

On 20 Sep, Jim Sinclair, Hery Engebretsen, and I saw a jaeger off 

Cherry Glen Rec. Area that we identified as a Parasitic Jaeger. The 

bird-was chasing gulls aver the lake, and tlew with very rapid wing 

Strokes. The bird seemed to be no bigger than a Ring-billed Gull. ies 

watched the bird tor almost an hour trom the shore and from my boat 
betare the bird tlew north and we lost it. A hal? nour later we 

observed two Fomarine Jaegqers resting together near the dam. 

Similiar species and how @liminated: The dark color and white patches on 

the wings G@liminates all larids @xcept jaedqers. The moticeable amount 

ofr white on the wing, visible on the underside aft the wing, eliminates 

Long-tailed Jaeger. The small size compared to a Ring-billed Gull, 

less prominent white an the wing, smaller bill size, and more rapid 

Wing strokes @liminates Fomarine Jaeger.



S¥-25 

YVieWLNG conditions and @quinpmentiViewing canditions were very gooa 

with toe sun behind me. estimated viewing distance was £00 yards on 
29 Sep, and as close as LOO yards trom my boat on 20 Sep, Lo ugecd 

Buschnell 20-45x spotting scope and bausch and Lomb Gx4O binoculars. 

Pr eylOus GxXPerlence with species: t Nave seen numerous Fomarine ana 
tees aes, 

‘APrAaSIltic jaegers ort the Fast Coast, plus one Parasitic and two 

‘TONAL Oe jaegers in lowa. a 
5 

heaferences comsuited: NGOS Field ibulde to the birds of North America 
eee oo 148 eosee - eases onees meres cocee ene cosee - © 0eee enree COeee Hewes esees seeen neces onmee eeeer cents o ee 

How lang before field notes were madevwritten while watching bird on 

29 Sep and atter observaitions on 30 Sep 

30 Sep


