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VOTE: 3-III, 3-IV, l-abstain

IV, Probably correct I.D. but I think we should not rely on
just one diagnostic mark. This bird is uncommon in the best of
its range, yet we seem to be having a rash of Iowa sightings. I
think that a minimum of 2 of the 3 marks given by Eckert should
be seen, as well as other marks (i.e., white tail, dark Vv, etc.).

IV, Brief nature of sighting and light conditions leave
reasonable doubt.

IV, I tend to disagree with Eckert on the assumption that only
one diagnostic feature is needed to separate a Ferruginous from a
Red-tail. Red-tails are utterly confusing in their variation. I
would possibly agreed had I been assured that the bird’s rump was
distinctly not of a Red-tail and it had some rufous coloration on
wings (shoulders) or elsewhere.

III, A well-reasoned identification--diagnostic location of
wing patches was seen.

III, Sounds like you got the diagnostic feature right.

OUTSIDE REVIEW: The documentation was sent to Kim Eckert and his
reply was, "Tom Kent’s record: I’d need more information to tell.
That is, all I’d need is a sketch of what was seen. If there was
‘dark in front of the [white wing] patch’, then OK for
Ferruginous. The imm. Red-tail’s patch is a square or rectangle
which extends to the leading edge of the wing (if a rectangle it
runs more parallel to the body’s axis). The Ferruginous’ patch is
a rectangle or long oval that runs along the base of the
primaries (i.e., is more perpendicular to the body’s axis) and
does not extend to the front of the wing. But if the patches were
’‘as wide as they were long’, then it sounds more like a square
Red-tailed type patch. Since written words can be misleading,
just sketch what was seen. By the way, it’s not just the
Krider’s-type Red-tailed that shows white on the wings--immatures
of ’‘normal’ darker birds typically show them. Also, these patches
can appear very prominent--at least as obvious in many cases as
the Ferruginous."

REVOTE (at meeting, 18 May 1985): 4-III, 2-IV, l-abstain
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Ferruginous Hawk, 23 Dec 1984, Otter Creek M., Tama Co., Iowa
Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52240
Other observers: none.

Time: 2:45 PM for 1-2 minutes.

Habitat: large, wide riverbottom marsh with scattered woods.

Description: "Large buteo flying over dike with very prominent
white upper wing patches running anterior-—-posterior over the
base of the primaries. White tail——I couldn’'t tell whether it
was entirely white to the tip. The upper portion of the wings
appeared dark and the under portions of the bird appeared all
white. It did sail a bit with wings raised above the dihedral.
Otherwise, I was not able to see any feathering on the legs at
the distance the bird was from me. 1 could not make out any
color due to the overcast conditions. The bird flew west down
the dike and was lost to view. 1 walked the dike past the
power lines during the next hour, but did not refind the
bird." The white patches on the upper wing surface appeared to
be centered at the wrist with dark in front of the patch. I
was uncertain whether the white extended to the trailing edge.
The patches appeared about as wide as they were long.

Song: not heard.

Behavior: large, heavy—flying buteo, sailed a little; did not
hover.

Conditions: heavy overcast with gray sky, no wind, 100 yards
(est), 10X binoculars.

Similar species: According to Eckert, the upper wing patches are
diagnostic if the location is right. He gives the following
example as an acceptable documentation: "On the upper surface
of each wing there was a rectangular or oval white patch on
the flight feathers. This patch was on the inner primaries,
and perhaps faded a bit into the secondaries and outer
primaries."” This description fits the bird I saw. Eckert gives
two other diagnostic marks that I did not see (feathered legs,
rufous back and shoulders), but only one of these three marks
is needed. The white tail is not diagnostic, but coupled with
the light underparts and generally dark upper wing surface,
tends to exclude Krider ‘s and Harlan’'s Hawks which would have
light upper wings and dark underparts, respectively. An
ordinary Red-tailed Hawk would not ordinarily have an all
white—-tail nor such prominent upper wing patches. The raised
wings in flight in the absence of wind favor Ferruginous Hawk
over Red—-tailed and Rough—legged Hawks. Rough-legged Hawk is
excluded by the lack of prominent black and white pattern to
body, wing and tail.

Previous experience: Have seen this species in Colorado and North
Dakota.

References/time used: Looked at field guides and Eckert article
(Ferruginous Hawk identification, Loon 54 (3):161) the next
day.

Time of notes/typed: dictated 80 min. after sighting, typed 18
hours later.



