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VOTE: 6-III, 1-V 

III, Seems to hit major field marks, were such wing markers 
put on Ferrginous Hawks recently? 

III, These observers noted the key marks on a probable 
immature. 

III, I give both (Laurens and Liscomb) III, albeit 
reluctantly. I doubt that many birders are aware of tremendous 
variation in Red-tails, many have white heads, tails, wing 
patches and unstreaked underparts. Laurens bird seems more 
definite with feathered legs being seen, although that can depend 
on position of legs. Liscomb bird not seen as closely. 

V, None of the descriptions positively support a Ferruginous. 
Northern and western races of Red-tailed Hawks as subadults 
resemble the Hawk Proescholdts described. 

IV [counted as III--see below/tk], Also very possibly a 
Ferruginous (could we find (see attached sheet) out who tagged 
the bird?). To identify immatures, it is important to note the 
absence of a dark area on the leading edge of the inner 
underwing. However, the description does not clearly eliminate a 
pale Red-tail. I called Marc Bechard of Idaho (who published with 
Stuart Houston an article in AB (38:166) about declining 
Ferruginous nesting in Saskatchewan. He stated that 2 people had 
used red petagial tags on Ferruginous Hawks, both in the right 
wing: (1) Ron Gains, Dept Zool, NDSU, Fargo 58105. He used red 
tags with white lettering. Apparently Beth Proescholdt has been 
in touch with him and he is fairly sure this is a bird banded by 
him in Kidder Co., ND, in 1984. Unfortunately Beth did not see 
any lettering on the red tag. (2) R. L. Linder, Coop Unit, Dept 
Wildlife, SDSU, Brookings 57007. He used red tags with black 
lettering. Apparently he did not reply (as yet) to Beth’s letter 
to him. Thus the bird (a) is a Ferruginous Hawk, (b) came from 
either North or South Dakota. My feeling is that it would be
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easier to overlook black lettering on a red tag than white 
lettering on a red tag. 

III, Note: Report should be sent to Bird banding lab, both to 
let them know a marked bird was seen, and to confirm that someone 
has been marking Ferrginous Hawks. Will you send it in, Tom?’ 
OUTSIDE REVIEW: I sent these documentations to Kim Eckert and 
this is his reply (tk): "Proescholdt record is acceptable with 
some reservations. The only mark of any consequence was Beth’s 
description of the position of the white wing patches matching 
the painting in Geographic which is accurate portrayal of where 
the patches are. If they weren’t unduly influenced by the field 
guides (i.e., they think they remembered the marks the field 
guide told them they should have seen) and if the observers are 
reliable/experienced (I have no reason to doubt this) then I’d go 
along with this." 
REVOTE (by mail): 7-III
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Proescholdt, B. 1985. Ferruginous Hawk in central Iowa. Iowa 
Bird Life 55:74-75. 

Ferruginous Hawk in Central lowa — On the morning of 22 Sept. 1984, follow- 
ing a day of heavy hawk migration along the Iowa River in Marshall County, my 
son Mark and I were heading for a ridge paralleling the river, hoping for another 
day of good hawk migration. But before we got there, when we were a half mile 
west of Liscomb in northwest Marshall County and a mile from the river, a large 
hawk came flying across the rolling fields toward us. 

At first glance I thought it was a Northern Harrier as it swooped low over the 
fields with its wings at a slight dihedral. But instead it was a large buteo, appear- 

ing larger than a Red-tailed Hawk, with a long wingspread. As it came flying 
toward our car we saw the almost completely white undersides and white head and 
I thought ‘“‘Ferruginous’’ at once, although there were no rusty leggings. As it 
tilted on the strong south winds, we saw the dark brown upper parts of its body, 
shoulders, and wings (with no rufous showing), a white tail with a pinkish tip, and 
large white patches on the upper wings centered at the base of the inner primaries 
— not at the wing tips. | 

We checked our guides, Peterson’s A Field Guide to the Birds, 1980, and Birds 

of North America by Robbins, et al, without satisfactory answers. National 
Georgraphic’s Birds of North America showed the white undersides of an imam- 
ture Ferruginous with no rusty leggings and white upper wing patches exactly 
where we had seen them. 

Consulting Kim Eckert’s A Birder’s Guide to Minnesota we read: “‘A buteo 
with dark legs or rufous back has to be a Ferruginous (but they don’t all have these 

marks). On the other hand, a buteo that looks really large, that has a white head 
and underparts and has a whitish or pinkish tail doesn’t have to be a Ferruginous 
(may Red-taileds can look as large without direct comparison, and Krider’s types 
can be just as pale). Look for the Ferruginous’ white patch on the upper wing sur- 
face centered at the base of the inner primaries, and if you see a buteo with a white 
patch on the outer primaries close to the wingtips, it’s an immature Red-tailed, not 
a Ferruginous.”’ 

From the new Iowa Birds, Dinsmore, et al, we read: ‘‘Immatures may lack 
rufous coloration.’”’ So after much searching we were finally fully convinced that 
this buteo was an immature Ferruginous Hawk. 

Iowa Birds, Dinsmore, et al, lists the status of Ferruginous Hawk as ‘““casual, 

predominantly migrant.’’ There are only 35 records with dates scattered over the 

years. In addition, this book has these comments: ‘‘Ferruginous Hawks breed in 

the grasslands of the western plains, including W. Nebraska and W. South Dakota. 

Most migrate south in winter, but some remain in the north or move eastward. 

Migrants wander as far east as Iowa and very rarely to Illinois and Indiana. The 
distribution pattern in lowa suggests that the species is more common in western 

Iowa, especially when one considers that the eastern part of the state is birded 

more intensively. This species is easily overlooked, so it may be more common 

than the records indicate. However, it is also likely that some of the published 

records represent misidentified light phase Red-tailed Hawks.”’ 

Of especial interest to us was a reddish-orange tag about 3”’ x 4” on the upper 

right wing. Dave Newhouse, non-game biologist for the Iowa Conservation Com- 

mission, obtained names of those who have been tagging Ferruginous Hawks in 

adjacent states — one in South Dakota and one in North Dakota: 
After contacting them I received a reply from Ronald C. Gaines, a graduate 

student at North Dakota State University, Fargo, North Dakota. He has been tagg- 

ing Ferruginous Hawks over the past two years. Green wing tags were used in 

1983, red in 1984. So even though we saw no tag number, Gaines said that no doubt 

this Ferruginous Hawk was tagged by him in Kidder County, North Dakota, in the 

spring of 1984. — Beth Proescholdt, Liscomb, Iowa 50148
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RECORDS OF FERRUGINOUS HAWK IN IOWA 
‘Sy 

BARBARA L. WILSON 

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) is a large buteo of the western grasslands 
and mountains. Its normal range is just to the west of lowa. Although it is 
listed as Casual for lowa on the most recent official list of lowa birds (I. O. U. 
Records Committee 1986), the status of Ferruginous Hawk in Iowa is in 
doubt because identification problems, which I discussed in a previous arti- 
cle (Wilson 1986), make evaluation of past records difficult. Here I attempt to 
sort out what little is known with certainty and what may be reasonably 
surmised from published records and documentations of Ferruginous Hawk 
in Jowa through 1987. 

For reports of Ferruginous Hawk I relied heavily on copies of published 
records and documentations on file with the Records Committee and a 
summary of those reports prepared by Tom Kent. Follow-up information 
was obtained on several reports. Copies of all but the most recent documen- 
tations and those published records that contained any descriptive detail 
were evaluated by William S. Clark, coauthor of A Field Guide to Hawks North 
America (Clark and Wheeler 1987). Reports since 1980 have been evaluated 
by the Records Committee. Conclusions in this article, however, are my own 
and may differ from those of Clark and/or the Records Committee. 
Of the 45 records of Ferruginous Hawk (table), few can be considered cor- 

rect with a high degree of certainty. Of eight records based on dead birds, 
only one specimen remains, an immature bird from Iowa County dated 21 

August 1936 now at the University of lowa (photos). Another positively 
identified bird was a banded immature found dead 3 miles north of Poca- 
hontas on 27 October 1977. The bird was banded as a nestling near Medina, 
North Dakota, on 27 June 1977 (Gilmer et al. 1985, Gilmer letter to James 
Dinsmore). No specimens or useful descriptions are available for the other 
dead birds. 

Three sight records describing adult birds mention the reddish mantle or 
for other reasons seem to be correct (31 December 1954, Grundy Co.; 28 Oc- 
tober 1973 and 26 October 1983, Page Co.). I consider 34 of the 37 sight 
records unacceptable. Sixteen of these lack any descriptive detail and the re- 
maining 18 have varying amounts of description that seems insufficient for 
identification or inconsistent with Ferruginous Hawk. Some of these de- 
scriptions are very suggestive and perhaps correct, but not completely con- 
vincing. In fact, as shown in the table, Clark and the I. O. U. Records Com- 
mittee have sometimes disagreed on how to interpret these documentations. 

It is interesting to note that the accepted sight records are of adults, but the 
two tangible records are of immatures. I would expect that the majority of 
Ferruginous Hawks in lowa would be immatures, since first-year birds 
fledged in North Dakota have been noted to wander during migration and in 
their first summer (Gilmer et al. 1985). Unfortunately, immature Ferruginous 
Hawks are difficult to describe in a way that is both honest and convincing. 
Therefore, I believe that some of the recently documented immatures may 
have been Ferruginous Hawks even though the records can not be consid- 
ered to be beyond doubt. 
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| DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Gyr 

Location? Just west of Lis@mh — (Mays hall Cunty j 

_Type of habitat? Open country over cultivated farm eld ¢ ——tewe River twits 

When? date(s): Sept. DR 1984 time: TW30 to FT:32am. : | 

Who?your name and address: Mos K Roecche| dt, l iScow L : Tear 

| others with you: Re+t tn Pro es claldt 

others before or after you: none- 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Mom and ZT were dviving west out ef CLiseamb when 
we on ao hawk gliding low over the Frelids. We sae oa whitish... 

dail amd thought “Marsh Hawk , Bet as we Geof a 44 closer, 

we saw +tHhis hawk was a large buteo, —t+ had passed in frent 

Lf US and over the void close to 30 yards im Shevct of uS. 

ith ‘45 wings IM O& slight dihedval. this WAS a large hawk with 

long wings and was very white al\| andecneath , a lad a white a | | 

phkick wos daxll en the. Hip and had | a byewnt sh. baa K and Wings with : 

Light Wing patehes by the inner Primanes os a had OW ved own ack’ 

orange wing fag (3° x yy” agpreximate ly) on its wight upper wivg, Ft was 

playing im the wind and Soaring fer abit and then disappoaved ACVO SS 

He fields. | | 

Similar species and how eliminated: Red-tailed hawlds de not have definite 

taht wing patches oe “andes om SOO Gee Privaries , 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No . not atter- 

If yes, explain: Study ivs ditherent Sources eft iwferwmation fir — 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Paxtly SUNY, SUW at our Sid2 ; disfamces estimated. TK 35 Binoculars. 

Stew south winds 
~ Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have Seon adult Ferruginous 

gut west, Have seew lots of Red Hailed Hawlés — immatuwes aad adults, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: Field quides of Rt, Petersen 
Robbins, and Matl, Geographic . Roth Roesctald TS wetes. 7 / 
How long before field notes made? Right after: this form completed? Vou. 26, 19 8Y 

View Maw} 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



a 

4-4 § 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? Fe rr Gina NY Haurle lion m, ow many? [ 

_ .ocation? (= mile west of L,'scom ea ae Mars hat Co, 

Type of habitat? TO ling fie lds 72. mile fo. Lo Wa Kiver 

When? date(s): Sept. pe /9 rH time: Yj 320 to Gis ZAM. 

Who?your name and address: Beth VProe S$ cho Id#t Li Sec wh pLrtwe 

others with you: Ma CK Pree i holdt ; 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 44 tir-st glance Z *houahk 
the hawk was a Harrier asittlew fowardus swoop ng in low over 

thefields withits uyngs at a slight dipedval, But it WAS @ 
large bufeo witha long win spread, appearing larger than a Ked fa 

As i¢ came flyin Ye Seow up Car WE GawW € ‘ompleteh white 

undersides y © White head, rae & though t"Cerrugincds "a once, 

A/though there were No rusty Jeqqing s, Asst 4; ped WE SQu) 

the dark brown to af bod of sone Cno rufous Showin 2 Q 

white tai/ mith pinkish aaa tip , J the large white 7 

“Windows oni4#s upper WINGS ON the SS —at the _ 

not a4 the wing Fips, (The Natronal Ceogray i ata — Must ration of @xXactly wheve the wihte pots es were), 
From that quide L learned an immature doesn't have vast 
oe Se he — J ye Lewd Birds that hmmatuves lack vubteds 

Coloring on hack v¥ Sheuld ey-s, Ss Lm Conginted jf- “U“u“san 

immature Fevruginous ~ ¥ nota Ked tail, TH also had 
a red-orange rag, ahout 3X#" on As right Upper torr, 

Similar species and how eliminated: Ked 4a: /s je SP Kride rs — but that “as 
ehmrnated Sy the plece the white wing fatthes were — cn the 
inner primarve S, not the “NIG Hips, ( 

Did any one disagree or have reservations gbout identification? Yes — 

We had reseruapens wv read gvers7Arn ie coal get 
If yes, explain: our ands on feto (ng ; mM. re Aéc/ 4 was ani BUGINEUS, 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical eqyipment: , 

patie doory | day, Strong winds, @S close as 4O or So Feet, (approx, 

inocu lars 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Kea t
ails Pes Course, / kKinder’s Red 

tal. afew Ferruq/nous, but Never animmartar ; | 
Referehces and persons consul ts y by wr) ting description: urge S SRtersens,Robb/s, 

Nattonal Geog, Lowa Bi s,E ert’s Guide 40 Minnésot q 
How long before’field notes made: 2 , ce this form completed? October / 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240


