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VOTE: 6-11I; 1~V

III, Seems to hit major field marks, were such wing markers
put on Ferrginous Hawks recently?

III, These observers noted the key marks on a probable
immature.

III, I give both (Laurens and Liscomb) III, albeit
reluctantly. I doubt that many birders are aware of tremendous
variation in Red-tails, many have white heads, tails, wing
patches and unstreaked underparts. Laurens bird seems more
definite with feathered legs being seen, although that can depend
on position of legs. Liscomb bird not seen as closely.

V, None of the descriptions positively support a Ferruginous.
Northern and western races of Red-tailed Hawks as subadults
resemble the Hawk Proescholdts described.

IV [counted as III--see below/tk], Also very possibly a
Ferruginous (could we find (see attached sheet) out who tagged
the bird?). To identify immatures, it is important to note the
absence of a dark area on the leading edge of the inner
underwing. However, the description does not clearly eliminate a
pale Red-tail. I called Marc Bechard of Idaho (who published with
Stuart Houston an article in AB (38:166) about declining
Ferruginous nesting in Saskatchewan. He stated that 2 people had
used red petagial tags on Ferruginous Hawks, both in the right
wing: (1) Ron Gains, Dept Zool, NDSU, Fargo 58105. He used red
tags with white lettering. Apparently Beth Proescholdt has been
in touch with him and he is fairly sure this is a bird banded by
him in Kidder Co., ND, in 1984. Unfortunately Beth did not see
any lettering on the red tag. (2) R. L. Linder, Coop Unit, Dept
Wildlife, SDSU, Brookings 57007. He used red tags with black
lettering. Apparently he did not reply (as yet) to Beth’s letter
to him. Thus the bird (a) is a Ferruginous Hawk, (b) came from
either North or South Dakota. My feeling is that it would be
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easier to overlook black lettering on a red tag than white
lettering on a red tag.

III, Note: Report should be sent to Bird banding lab, both to
let them know a marked bird was seen, and to confirm that someone
has been marking Ferrginous Hawks. Will you send it in, Tom?’
OUTSIDE REVIEW: I sent these documentations to Kim Eckert and
this is his reply (tk): "Proescholdt record is acceptable with
some reservations. The only mark of any consequence was Beth’s
description of the position of the white wing patches matching
the painting in Geographic which is accurate portrayal of where
the patches are. If they weren’t unduly influenced by the field
guides (i.e., they think they remembered the marks the field
guide told them they should have seen) and if the observers are
reliable/experienced (I have no reason to doubt this) then I’d go
along with this."

REVOTE (by mail): 7-III
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Proescholdt, B. 1985. Ferruginous Hawk in central Iowa. Iowa
Bird Life 55:74-75. '

Ferruginous Hawk in Central lowa — On the morning of 22 Sept. 1984, follow-
ing a day of heavy hawk migration along the Iowa River in Marshall County, my
son Mark and I were heading for a ridge paralleling the river, hoping for another
day of good hawk migration. But before we got there, when we were a half mile
west of Liscomb in northwest Marshall County and a mile from the river, a large
hawk came flying across the rolling fields toward us.

At first glance I thought it was a Northern Harrier as it swooped low over the
fields with its wings at a slight dihedral. But instead it was a large buteo, appear-
ing larger than a Red-tailed Hawk, with a long wingspread. As it came flying
toward our car we saw the almost completely white undersides and white head and
I thought “‘Ferruginous’ at once, although there were no rusty leggings. As it
tilted on the strong south winds, we saw the dark brown upper parts of its body,
shoulders, and wings (with no rufous showing), a white tail with a pinkish tip, and
large white patches on the upper wings centered at the base of the inner primaries
— not at the wing tips.

We checked our guides, Peterson’s A Field Guide to the Birds, 1980, and Birds
of North America by Robbins, et al, without satisfactory answers. National
Georgraphic's Birds of North America showed the white undersides of an imam-
ture Ferruginous with no rusty leggings and white upper wing patches exactly
where we had seen them.

Consulting Kim Eckert’'s A Birder's Guide to Minnesota we read: “A buteo
with dark legs or rufous back has to be a Ferruginous (but they don’t all have these

marks). On the other hand, a buteo that looks really large, that has a white head
and underparts and has a whitish or pinkish tail doesn’t have to be a Ferruginous
(may Red-taileds can look as large without direct comparison, and Krider’s types
can be just as pale). Look for the Ferruginous’ white patch on the upper wing sur-
face centered at the base of the inner primaries, and if you see a buteo with a white
patch on the outer primaries close to the wingtips, it's an immature Red-tailed, not
a Ferruginous.”

From the new lowa Birds, Dinsmore, et al, we read: “Immatures may lack
rufous coloration.” So after much searching we were finally fully convinced that
this buteo was an immature Ferruginous Hawk.

lowa Birds, Dinsmore, et al, lists the status of Ferruginous Hawk as “‘casual,
predominantly migrant.” There are only 35 records with dates scattered over the
years. In addition, this book has these comments: “Ferruginous Hawks breed in
the grasslands of the western plains, including W. Nebraska and W. South Dakota.
Most migrate south in winter, but some remain in the north or move eastward.
Migrants wander as far east as Iowa and very rarely to Illinois and Indiana. The
distribution pattern in Iowa suggests that the species is more common in western
Iowa, especially when one considers that the eastern part of the state is birded
more intensively. This species is easily overlooked, so it may be more common
than the records indicate. However, it is also likely that some of the published
records represent misidentified light phase Red-tailed Hawks."

Of especial interest to us was a reddish-orange tag about 3 x 4" on the upper
right wing. Dave Newhouse, non-game biologist for the Iowa Conservation Com-
mission, obtained names of those who have been tagging Ferruginous Hawks in
adjacent states — one in South Dakota and one in North Dakota”

After contacting them I received a reply from Ronald C. Gaines, a graduate
student at North Dakota State University, Fargo, North Dakota. He has been tagg-
ing Ferruginous Hawks over the past two years. Green wing tags were used in
1983, red in 1984. So even though we saw no tag number, Gaines said that no doubt
this Ferruginous Hawk was tagged by him in Kidder County, North Dakota, in the
spring of 1984, — Beth Proescholdt, Liscomb, Iowa 50148
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RECORDS OF FERRUGINOUS HAWK IN IOWA

M

BArBARA L. WiLson

Ferruginous Hawk (Bufeg regalis) is a large buteo of the western grasslands
and mountains. Its normal range is just to the west of lowa. Although it is
listed as Casual for lowa on the most recent official list of lowa birds (I. O. U.
Records Committee 1986), the status of Ferruginous Hawk in lowa is in
doubt because identification problems, which I discussed in a previous arti-
cle (Wilson 1986), make evaluation of past records difficult. Here | attempt to
sort out what little is known with certainty and what may be reasonably
surmised from published records and documentations of Ferruginous Hawk
in lowa through 1987.

For reports of Ferruginous Hawk I relied heavily on copies of published
records and documentations on file with the Records Committee and a
summary of those reports prepared by Tom Kent. Follow-up information
was obtained on several reports. Copies of all but the most recent documen-
tations and those published records that contained any descriptive detail
were evaluated by William S. Clark, coauthor of A Field Guide to Hawks North
America (Clark and Wheeler 1987). Reports since 1980 have been evaluated
by the Records Committee. Conclusions in this article, however, are my own
and may differ from those of Clark and/or the Records Committee.

Of the 45 records of Ferruginous Hawk (table), few can be considered cor-
rect with a high degree of certainty. Of eight records based on dead birds,
only one specimen remains, an immature bird from Iowa County dated 21
August 1936 now at the University of lowa (photos). Another positively
identified bird was a banded immature found dead 3 miles north of Poca-
hontas on 27 October 1977. The bird was banded as a nestling near Medina,
North Dakota, on 27 June 1977 (Gilmer et al. 1985, Gilmer letter to James
Dinsmore). No specimens or useful descriptions are available for the other
dead birds.

Three sight records describing adult birds mention the reddish mantle or
for other reasons seem to be correct (31 December 1954, Grundy Co.; 28 Oc-
tober 1973 and 26 October 1983, Page Co.). I consider 34 of the 37 sight
records unacceptable. Sixteen of these lack any descriptive detail and the re-
maining 18 have varying amounts of description that seems insdfficient for
identification or inconsistent with Ferruginous Hawk. Some of these de-
scriptions are very suggestive and perhaps correct, but not completely con-
vincing. In fact, as shown in the table, Clark and the I. O. U. Records Com-
mittee have sometimes disagreed on how to interpret these documentations.

It is interesting to note that the accepted sight records are of adults, but the
two tangible records are of immatures. | would expect that the majority of
Ferruginous Hawks in lowa would be immatures, since first-year birds
fledged in North Dakota have been noted to wander during migration and in
their first summer (Gilmer et al. 1985). Unfortunately, immature Ferruginous
Hawks are difficult to describe in a way that is both honest and convincing.
Therefore, | believe that some of the recently documented immatures may
have been Ferruginous Hawks even though the records can not be consid-
ered to be beyond doubt.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa Yy 1Y
r /< GW"&I ‘re')
What species? Fe Yugd. V2 WS HQ*W How many? (
Location? Just west o Lis QDW\Ls — (M&rﬁba” wa““;-g(\
_Type of habitat? Opew g:guvx-[w‘g overx- calfivated fBem fields —Towa River L ife
When? date(s): Sap-t' 22 198Y time: 930 to T:32 a.wa. B
Who?your name and address: MOc(K PYOQQCJ«@HT" Li’iCDW\L  Teea_
others with you: Retlh Rroes clald +

others before or after you: newe.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
Meown QW\A T were dv{u\'v\ﬂ west+ out  of L(SCeWL‘a w ban,
we Sew o hawl glidivg Jow over the felds, We sew o whitsh
doil amd  fhought “ Marsh Hewll " . But oas we get o bit closey,
we saw Hhis hawk was a fage butee, I+ had passed [ Aewt

of 0SS and ovexr the vesd close Yo 30 yards (. Rewt of uS
with 1k wiwgs iw o slight dikedval . This was a lavge hawK with

,tmg wing$ amd was vevy white all umae\fh@a%. I had a white Jai |
which was daxld en the +ip and had a  pyewnish baak and wings with
light wing patehes by the twner privaves, T jad o ved ov davk

ovavge wiwg Hag (3"x gy’ owvetiwn"}‘eig\, ow it vight uppec wing. TF was
P,ﬂﬂ:\vﬂ iw Hhe wind and Som_vivxg forr a bt and fhew c’.isaf;:amraé aCyoSS
e fields.

Similar species and how eliminated: Red —failed hawlds do et have definite
Ifg\"'}' w'\vdj PQ+CL£§ o *windows"' pouw Hhe inmev P'i—'wm\n"es ’
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /’/0 ? Vw'f' affev

If yes, explain: _S'-f‘b\cl«gmg diFevent souvces of twlrvwaticin for seme
F+imée |

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Rx_r-Hg Suwny | Suw at ouc S'-‘JQ‘; st‘-,}amcc§ es-f'fw‘a'[‘@C{; T 3L Bineculavs,

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have seenn adult fexrvrugineus
out West, Have. seen lots of Red—ailed Hawlls — immatuves and adults,
References and persons consulted before writing description: Feld guides of R.T. Retevsen
Robbing, and Hatl Geograpwic . Beth Roescialdfs iotes. )
How long before field notes made? Riqh+ mf%;r this form completed? Aov. 26, /98¢
Viewi Haw
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Ec\iuiitor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240




. Y-
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa e

What species? Fe rFrv Qj,“pq s Hawl< [mm?How many? f

.ocation? /3-— m ./ /e, &Jélg{ or[;.Scomb norfhew) MdFS/'m// Co

Type of habitat? ¢ //tf)q fields /2_ mile ‘pram Zowa Kiyer

When? date(s): §ep# 21 , /95 & time: 9730 to .32 AM.

Who?your name and address: B&*}'\ y'p@ < C.j')a }d‘f" Lisc aﬂ’lz; ,fdduc(_,
others with you: Mdr‘/( f YO8 Sc/\d/c{f i

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, thrpat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 4-} .r-sf- /ance — #h au Y Yo

7"/\& hawk was a //arnef' as /1 P/eu) ?‘awarc{(.l‘ ' ot oser
%Aeﬂeéds{ i #h :LZS a;fngs at a 5/:57!;% c/;/)ea/f“a/ 3 ; F wes a
e. bafeo wi a /ong win ead. appearsn er #han a Red
4«354 came f/y:r\? f/—auJZrcf af‘;dr- F};dw 570? /'3'/6 54 Z/
undevsides v~ Whife heaa’ o I?’?ﬁoaghff-‘erru mous ‘a¥ once
GQl/though theve were 7o rus]fy {fjé’m s, HAs iF Afgped we saw
+he Cfané brawn 7[0 op é’o 4 (0 rufaus 5/(0&);09)
white —ail with ze m/o-s? , J the large wh, /e,
wfﬂc/ows on its U er- &);/st en 'f'/‘lé ;nner-/Or:marze.c—-a»f < _
net al +he wing #ips, (’f};e National Ces ude hes an e
idstration of ‘exactly wheve #he wﬁ?c patches were),
prom that quide I learned an rmmature a/aésn ' have vuss
/j”’js —J from Towa B ds that immatuves lack vubeds
cringq on bd’c;,é v S/cu!derg Se T'm anw'ncea/;% s an

[ mmaFuve Qv’ruguwus — & hot a Red +ail, I# z2/so had
a rec:{—orange, '/‘dj about AXY " on s f’j»*”‘(ff?fr w;nf

Similar species and how eliminated: Q&J‘;df/ﬂf—s Kriders — but Fhat s
eliminated ,J 7%4:, P/@ce, the whr /c: -*fw’nf f’d fches Lolre — 019 e
fnnfrpm‘rﬂap :cs not +*he Ldu")g -A-/OS,

Did any one disagree or have reservations gbout identification? 9-65 —

We Aad resevd, Y r everyFhrn aoaé{ el
If yes, explain: our anaf‘ on 6'4"’"-" de&/’jfﬂf &Jdg an m“ﬁ g;/mds

Viewing cond?wns give 'I1ght1r;g dlstance (how ?easured), and optical e%npment
gueveas 19)5 ronq win 5 dSclose as 4o ¢+ S©

approx)
t‘nocu/at» N

Previous ex er1ence with species and similar ones: fe,cl 1‘4;/5 mp Course, / Kn'c/ers Red
ew errq Jnou s but never am /mma%

ail | a i
Refe ehces and persons co SU]njd bef"ie wr)tmg c{z;cmp'cmn j C‘Rﬁ;}ers.ons Roééms
Nat tonal Gecq,,Z-owa B s r's Guide 4o Minn

How long before“field notes made? this form comp]eted? @a{aéer ¥

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



