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VOTE: 1 A-D, 6 NA 

NA, Common Snipe is much more likely and cannot be eliminated 

from such a brief view in the dark. 

NA, Probably was a woodcock, but the view was marginal at best 

and the only field mark described was a long bill. 

A-D, Long bill and round wings are good. Whistling noise is 

fairly diagnostic. Not unprecedented but I wonder what it found 

to eat. 

NA, Although this bird didn't vocalize, I don't believe Common 

Snipe can be ruled out under these conditions. 
NA, Although I wouldn't be surprised to have a woodcock 

occurring in Iowa in winter, from the details given I cannot be 

sure. Woodcock and Snipe have the same length and wingspan, and 

size is very difficult to judge in the dark. I'm not sure about 

the wing noise--can't snipe sound the same? The rounded wing and 
close distance favor woodcock. We aren't told much about the 

habitat, except that it was along the river, which would be ok 

for snipe. I favor woodcock, but I'm not 100% sure. 

NA, Snipe not completely ruled out by just noting it was not 

in the right habitat for snipe. In winter, a snipe could show up 

where there is water even in a woodland. I have seen them there 

in Lee County in late Dec./early Jan. Also Snipe and Woodcock are 

not that much different in size. 7 

NA, Given the date, ability to judge size is critical (vs. C. 

Snipe) (Snipe could be in riparian habitat--I saw one years ago in 
woodland in Colorado that I ID'd as Woodcock but the tour leader 

Said Snipe).
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Similar Species (What similar species might be in your area in winter? How did you eliminate them from consideration?): 
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