Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union

Red Knot
3 Sep 1989
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA
S.Dinsmore, et. al.
through 9/6; IBL 60:14, 61:85

DOCUMENTATIONS
Steve Dinsmore, 3 Sep
Jim Dinsmore, 3 Sep
Bob Myers, 3 Sep
Robert Cecil, 2 Sep [sic]
Ann Johnson, 4 Sep
Jim Fuller, 5 Sep
Michael K. Thomas, 5 Sep
Mark Proescholdt, 6 Sep
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 60:14
Records Committee: IBL 61:85
VOTE: 7 A-D

Printed: 07/21/93

Record Number: 89-32
Classification: A-D

A-D: Convincingly documented by multiple observers. Note: This
bird was found by Dinsmore on Sept. 3. The Sept. 2 date on

Cecil’s documentation was in error.

A-D: Many good documentations for a good bird in Iowa.
A-D: The two birds well described-apparently a juvenile and an
adult. The grayish coloration is distinctive on Red Knots (but by

no means diagnostic).



DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?Red Fnot
How Many?1
Location?S8andpiper Beach area of Saylorville Res., Folk Co.

HabitatPsandy/rocky beach

Date?3 Sep 1989

Time?6:53~-72141 a.m. and 8:15-9:35 a.m.

Observers Mame and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames
Others who saw bird:Jim Dinsmore, Eugene & Eloise Armstrong, Dennis
Thompson, Bob Cecil

Description of bird:I first noticed the bird because of its large size

and gray and white plumage compared to nearby Killdeer. Throughout my

observation of the bird, it actively foraged along the rockier ;

sections of the beach in the company of Killdeer and lLeast and WEstern

sandpipers. :
The knot was almost identical in size to a Killdeer, except that

it may have been a bit chunkier. The upperparts wers medium gray with

lighter tips to the scapulars, giving the bird a scaly appearance.

The wings were darker than the upperparts, becoming black near the _g@

wingtips. In flight, the bird showed a prominent white stripe along ol

the base of the flight feathers and a white rump. The underparts were

whitish, with some blurry gray strezaking on the breast and flanks.

The streaking on the breast formed a faint bib, similar to the bib of

a Pectoral Sandpiper. Ths legs were dull vellow. The head was mostly

gray with a lighter eyeline. The bill was black, of medium length,

and heavier at the base than the tip. In flight, the bird uttered a

Low "churk" several times.

|.‘..
%y

Similar species and how eliminated: The large size should eliminate all
peeps. The bird was also larger than Sanderlings in direct
comparison. Otherwise, the bill shape and dull vellow legs would
aliminate Sanderling and Dunlin.

Yiewing conditions and eguipmanti:Viewing conditions were sxcellent
with the sky mostly overcast., Estimated viewing distance was as close
ag 20 feet. I used a Buschnell 20-4%5x spottince scope and Buschnell
3930 binooculars,

Frevi ous experience with speci2s: ] have seen several other Red FEnots

1ﬂ Iowa, as well as thousands along the East coast.

References consultediNGS Field BGuide to the Birds ot Norih fmerica

How Ltong before field notes ware sadePwritten curing initial
observation ot bird

How long betfoare this form was completed?d hours



87-32

NDOCUMENTATION FORM

Species? Red Knot
How Many? one
Location? Sandpiper Beach, Savlorville Reservoir

Habitat? mud flat aloang lake

Date? 3 September 1989 !g?.
Time? about B:45 a.m. ;
Observers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore

4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA PO
Others who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, Eloise and Eugene Armstrong, |
Dennis Thompson, Bob Cecil i A

Description of bird: medium sized shorebird, directly compared with ?
Fectoral Sandpiper; this bird was somewhat Iarger than the Pectoral R
The general body color was light gray above and white below. The T
following characteristics were noted on the bird: ;

a. In flight, had white wing stripe the length of the wing

b. Bill was straight, dark colored, and was not especially long
(.., not like Dunlin)

c. Feathers on back grayish with falrly pronounced white t1p5 to
them, giving a somewhat scalloped appearance

d. Distinct white line above the eve

e. Un side of neck there were at least several lines of dark- t1pped
feathers running down the neck but the belly itself was white (I ¥
didn’'t note if the dark lines were aon the front of the neck too)

f. Leg color not noted, legs not especially long or thin (i.e., it
wasn 't a yvellowlegs)

Similar species and how eliminated:

Size eliminates peeps and other small sandpipers as well as really big
sandpipers. Bill not long enough for dowitcher, snipe or Dunlin (also
shape for latter). Lack of wingstripe eliminates Ruff, eyestripe
eliminates Great Knot. FEill was not needle-like, 2liminating Wilson's
and Red-necked Phalarope. lLeg length eliminates Lesser Yellowlegs.

Viewing conditions and eguipment: sky was mostly overcast and light
peor but not really dark; I was less than 100 feet from bird and
viewed it through 20 power spotting scope and with &X binoculars. At
that distance the bird was easily viewable and compared with Fectoral
and Semipalmated sandpipers which wers with it.

Fravious edperisnce with species: Have seen this species in Florida,
Massachusetts, Iowa and Il1linois. Saw birds in the latter two states
in plumages basically the same ag bthis one in 1984,

References consulted: None consulted until description written, then
Matl. Geographic Guide consulted to compare with other spscies.

How long before field notes were made? Thie form Lyped up from memory

How long befars this form was completad? 8 nours



87-32 -
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

What species? jeo/ f(né‘f— : How many? /
Location? 5_03lorufl e Kes.,

Type of habitat? beec/l

When? date(s) _‘g?j 2 1989 time: _Kéggﬂ_to S5 2
Who?your name and address: _Ké /hu ersys QPQJ 5}(,/5'3 fr\ry.‘_z SEZIO
~ others with you: ]?e'fgu /“uets -“é -pe\

others before or after you S?Leue D[ns‘mcpye — MﬂB

‘Descmbe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

ﬂi& L0ES a /euuy St o/ /ﬂea/dm.- sized s/areéma/ ( ,!a,//.a/ne*s’t~ s:z.s
fyew// color coes grey T oA 7_/ ée// L wes 57‘::«?‘
-pamlﬁ /or:g Orv/ é/f‘)é f/Af Qa/g/nﬁs o7 Afcé 'Pea#_hs

oA G0 bivck
4 ’jfé;: .ﬁeb aéca/ﬂeﬁ-lé"s ’é?féf— beTkr  roles ”’7’/

pere mere F/‘d’/ﬂ/”f .wz# 7259 a/#mew'f‘ Fowr ﬁa R ey
e ome—r

Similar species and how eliminated:

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /VO

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

DS hhollna — LT LOX Sefpe

Previous eiperience with species and similar ones: Am»é seen FFL’EVO{

References and persons consulted before writing description: Zjreo mﬂg 0,49/
3
How long before field notes made? 77 & this form completed? j’-gﬂ o/
S SPRPRRS g = %
Lﬂm( - /0—"/5-"8?



DOCUMENTA TTIUN FOURIVI 89-32

For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa

What species? Red knot i How many? 1

Location? Sandpiper Beach at Sailorville Reservoir, Polk County, Iowa

Type of Habimr? Small mud flat near sandy beach

Time: - forgot t t
When? date(s): _Sept. 2, 1989 s AM rgo [00 note

Who? your name and address: Robert Cecil 1315 41st St. Des Moines, IA 50311

Others with you: _ Many observers

Others before or after you: Many observers

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Someone pointed out the bird to me. It was almost exactly the same size as accompanying
Killdeer. It had a relatively heavy bill the same length as the head. A whitish
eyestripe extended from the bill to behind the eye.. Bill was straight.

The upperparts (including back, most of wing, and crown)were a uniform gray,
perhaps somewhere between a pale and medium gray for lack of better description.

The underparts and rump were whitish. The upper breast was more gray, similar

to the back. :
A white wingstripe was visible in flight.
Legs were dark.

Similar species; how eliminated: Size, gray back, eye stripe and bill description seem
to rule out similar species.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Nope
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment.
Looking into sun with 20x scope.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No relevant experience -with Red Knot.
References and persons consulted before writing description: Checked NGS on way to Sandpiper.

How long before field notes made? at time this form completed? 1 week.

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



. DOCUMENTATION FORM 87- 37-
# Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa

Bpecles: _Red Knot- 1 juvenile; 1 adult baslic plumage
Location: Sandpiper Beach, Saylorville Lake, Polk County, IA

Habitat: Sandy and muddy shoreline of man-made reservoir

Date(s): 9/4/89 and 9/6/89 Time: 11:48 am to_12:15 pm
11:15 am to 11:45 am

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Iowa 50211

Other observers: Park ranger (whose name escapes me) on 9/4 and Mark
Proescholdt on 9/6

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly,
under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

This good-sized shorebird was immediately noticeable by its extremely pale appearance
as compared with other shorebirds in the area. It was comparable in size to a nearby
killdeer but was obviously a chunkier build which gave it a short, stocky look. The
black bill was proportionately shorter than most sandpipers its size, but it was
longer than a plover bill. It was stout at the base, tapering down to the tip and
was falrly straight. The crown was gray and somewhat streaky while the nape was a
muted solid gray. The back was gray with some black and white feather edging
extending to the wing coverts which gave the upperparts an extremely scaly
appearance. The face was mostly gray with an ill-defined white eyebrow. As I was
looking primarily at the back and side, the underparts were hard to see. From the
side I could see a bit of gray coming from below the throat down the side. The flank
was white with no markings. The legs were dark. I watched this bird from about
fifty feet for approximately two minutes. It then flew across the bay to a sandbar.
In flight a narrow white wing stripe and grayish-white rump were visible. The bird
did considerable moving around for the next ten minutes or so with short looks
available from time to time. The washed out appearance made it relatively easy to
locate, but lighting and distance made it difficult to see the finer features. I had
been joined by one of the Corps of Engineers rangers when what I assumed to be the
same bird settled onto the mud flat to our left about 100 feet away. The bird we
observed at that time was very white underneath with very little gray wash on the
breast. The white eyebrow was evident. We watched this bird for several minutes but
it was not particularly active and primarily gave us head on looks. As I was scoping
some other shorebirds, my companion asked if there were two knots. Surprisingly, a
second knot was a few feet from the first and in fact both were seen in the same
field of view of the scope at 25x. The washed out appearance, the large chunky
shape, and the relatively short, black bill was evident on both birds. Lighting and
position of birds precluded good looks at finer features. Both flew shortly
thereafter.

On 6 September I had the opportunity to observe a red knot at approximately
seventy-five feet. This time it was with a black-bellied plover, which looked huge
In comparison and helped point out the distinctions in bill size and shape. This
knot had a mostly gray back with white feather edgings. It did not have the darker
bands on the back and wing coverts. The breast was washed with a very pale gray and
the legs were lighter than the one I'd seen a couple days before - more of a
yellowish-green. The white eyebrow was more distinct than the one studied on 4
September. I believe that the bird first studied was a juvenile, as evidenced by the
distinct dark/white feather edgings on the back, and that the other was a basic
plumaged adult by the nearly white underparts, the existence of only white feather
edgings on the upperparts, and the distinct eyebrow.



Similar species and how eliminated: 293+
Bill length and shape eliminated plovers, although the birds had somewhat the same
coloration as a black-bellled plover. There was also a resemblance to

juvenile/winter plumaged sanderlings, but the birds were much larger than some nearby
sanderlings. Curlew sandpiper was eliminated by bill shape and dowitchers and other

larger sandpipers were eliminated by the combination of leg color, bill length and

chunky body combinations.

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Sunny to partly cloudy with the sun overhead and to the left. Good lighting at times
but not optimal at others. Bird(s) were at an estimated thirty feet to 75 yards at
various times. Viewed through 7x26 binocs and scope at 25x-45x.

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Very little with knots but many years with various other shorebirds.

References and persons consulted before writing description:

None prior to field notes; National Geographic Society's Field Guide to the Birds of
North America consulted prior to completion of this form.

How long before field notes made? immediately after observation How long before
this form completed? Most was written two hours after the first observation.
Revised and completed eight hours after the final observation.



BT R TR RTINS

: o "y Aowe7
What species? RELH Ko How many? < ([ , Tpebdisé

Location? ﬂ%w,ea/x.zf ff;/ﬁeya/,{f‘ &?'32

Type of habitat? S oxs Bfecy

When? date(s): £ J&o7 /FST time: £ %2 47 to 7/05 A2

Who?your name and address: ~/ frrae£€ & coviy fu) ost, CEH Zono (Ory 75 224

others with you:

others before or after you: 08,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

THCEE WElE T SIELS BIH  THE SAnE S2E Iwd LACLLE
Ta  THE PEETAEAL TRNIPREE Sl DU ARG ) THE SEE~
T THE AREA.  RBINT THE S AmE LW AS THE RuLLEES Lts
puch Ll AVFPEC - HLS?  ARCLEC RarS Rl LDG T7euSTovsE ArLd
SHDECLINGS . B0 K180, [CE8E R LATHREC DUl £ARF Hwd
o rE Ao 2lamt VT g Silo S pECE pwl SEE STl
o Lo ARG . Boy Bmelf AP0 A BLREL Bl luploy leAsS

sy TwE AR TN o FE SO o LEwe IR
ST S Ts e LewbER.  LFES [SECE A pull TEow GREF
BECT Lpe7E purgl ey ST g NEK  MAD NN STl
STH AN, Ll kS (Eel P 7E DRRE  oiS fpllED  fuid A
ALBn7 THE SErE LEMT AS THE gl o ERD S GAAG e Tes
WiTH B LIS FuE At FeE S DAL — o FTE ey MITEA
Bit pond STRRIGHT  LoiiH SrER [ SLIGHT DR8P Das Frud (RaylT
L opiy) . THE SE LusigepucE  pAS THE SERPULPES A
cokTS —— oNE 2L THE Blsr Aogry) LeAS A LN DHLL GRS
et FHE W GTHEL (T rEel) srO LeSTNET  fopiTE AEATHES
Evpw el o THoSE  Aetd o TMa S A VERY STALED SAFLgEvEs

Similar species and how eliminated: J77¢7 /oondprfid — A0S Aou/ ok LECS £
A ek Lowg ER Bl . Liwiw SRS DARK LFiy Al esvienS
DOl AT U ED Bl L '

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?___ 4>

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
AT  MeLUsl — Slwvs — ALK A7 LA T fpokwd EITT
Lol TUd -y A7 Bo-o yALalS.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: //#¢ SEC Eciy e ES A
ZFlg  Ad  En ST Can ST ;
References and persons consulted before writing description: w277 C frpevitc Ziww&

How Tong before field notes made?/227z0/#7% _ this form completed? /¥ Aiyr2J

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



87-32
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

What species? Re. cl K VUﬂL How many? l

Location? SCLV\AJ'PI'PQY‘ (BQKC[/\ — %’OWCH& — PO”&C,Q

Type of habitat? Smd% \sellCll\

When? date(s): ﬁ{p'l- 6 !?89” time: (0:0Cawm.to (i 30 a.wm.

Who?your name and address: MRV"K PYOQS’C ol Jf(L’ BoX & & GSC‘emL:'IZ(, solyg
others with you: A—\A\/\ '3—0\.«\:\3'01/\

others before or after you: S’f'eUQ hiv\-;me‘re  owmawny O’H\EN‘S L:eﬁ*ﬂ&?_
s ~3

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This lage §kmveLt\rJ lnac} o vexy 3y \aQCK and O
black , SHeut Lill . =+ Jwered iw sine wparisen ovev- &

Samdexling beside . he Red Kuot had o white eyeline
over the eye mmd greenish—yelbwish legs. o+ had
c)(aamrw\,\l{& undevsides awd white mr}(iug; en 1S ey
bocK Frem Q)qlo, white Feather eAg%'ng;. Ow ifs Thvoat wevre
QM \«vuur[(h\gg hke o wecklace and almost like o Refova (
Samd piper’s b, 4 loot Clushed i+ once and it showed a
wing Steipe gkt and a whitsh vump Hinged with Qray.
e 51\0\@1{\,&1; wene. ?Nr-egg/w‘t' o glie siye GOwmpar Sewu .

T+ was quite a bit  Swallex— lokivg +haw o Rack-Belled Povex
with i, lavger Hham a Pectoral, amd about Hthe <came size

ag o Killdeex. a2
Similar species and how eliminated:

4%«!\(_{@({{ S W\uCL\ fmgdlp\(- wita d.'F'FeY‘Q/vd’ Calox PQTETM‘;'.
4 Black—Bellied Phver las diffvent shape , diffevent (4 @l awd

ol athexw , ; ; I
Dié any on‘g d‘qsa‘cj}re or have reservations about identification? /UO

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Rty Sumny with sun at+ my side amd behind me . #d qood visihiliy
Mstewces estimated — 80 uaxds, sO yavds, 25 yaxds, Ex30 BinoCs, 22X Seope..
Previous experience with species and similar ones:

Have gecan | Eafu'C—?luvﬂﬁﬁed Red Kvot befave .
References and persons consulted before wripi:lg description:
R.T- Retecsens Feld Guide +o the Bivds,
How long before field notes made? while viewing this form completed? Aov. 1, 1989

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



UULUIVIEN T A TIUN FUKIvl 89-32.
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa

What species? M KM -  How many I

Location? g/ : d v -
Type of Habitat? &M@J/w& w aﬁ' 2OVt mu,/J-,. artay )
When? date(s): S}m/f 5 _/9¢9 time: 43¢ gna L0 f.‘/g;ﬂ,_

[ 2 7 3 =

Who? your name and address: /}%M/( 74-0-»«4 L Yo 6 & S‘fk&ﬂl’, 2y Morans, $0312

Others with you: 4 g

Others 6::[0:'? or after you: Sﬁg l} o ol 4gn %ﬁh

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size. shape. details of all parts (hill. eve.
head. neck, back, wing, tail, thrpat. breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and hehavior,

The bird was chserved ardisturbed for o 20 minutes——mostly at

o Pl 4TS e

Simuar spectes; how eliminated
Bl voo Lons, fn Yfuct-bellidy g Tas Alsvac
Bl stadid - st cunvs) L2 Conkacs Sodpiion
W yoo 2bart for Dowiteklara

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? _A)A
I/ yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ). optical equipment.
Uany &Frvg (,'wﬁw Py me?ﬁmmau.’d @X.?){, D;,;f‘, e ‘.,.l:‘,é/un_, /DUM dé'wa«b
7§ [eet, cé,,,g M,o&,..,«, 7%_},.._,1 Hihid b il s
Previous experience with species and similar ones:
e - Zy’ 4 s
R ferences and persons consulted before writing description:

Wekiriad 6 eopnaplin il boito 2 Bk A, dubom Fl) bu iy vo N, Amsccion Bk cne)
W ohesm Ve o : . .
How long before field notes made? go fume  this form completed? ggrme Lo ..

2

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).




DOCUMENTATION FORM 89-32

For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa

What species? M K How nrany? ,

Location? g/ y - '

Type of Habitat? &M&LMM m oy ariay
When? date(s): S\Qﬂ,r 5-,_ /195¢9 time: ' 30 a0 to £, -'fs;a‘-__-

Who? your name and address: MK P S o é.g'f'uu’ Oy Morvs, D32

Others with you: _  owe

Others @ or after you: _SM_,D_‘@,_M‘ /4#!\ M

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill. eve.
head. neck, back. wing, tail, throat, breast. belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and hehavior,

== s e

=" # sl ¥

The bird was o 20 minutes--mostly at
about 100 feet through a scope. No vocalizations were
discernible. The bird was feeding at the waters =dge in and
around other shorebirds (4-5 Kildeer, 5-6 Least Sandpipers, 1
Ruddy Turnstone, 1 Sanderling, 1 American Avocet) and numerous
Ring-billed Gulls and Caspian Terns.

The bird was a little longer than the Ruddy Turnstone and about
the same length as the Kildeer. It was howaver, noticeable
thicker bodied than the Kildeer and had shorter legs than the
Kildeer. My estimate is that it was about 10 inches in length.
Body height appeared toc be greater than the leg length.

The legs, eyes and bill were black. The bill was straight,
slightly tapered and was the same length or a little longer than
the head length. There was an uneven whitish eyebrow with light
: Erownish areas before and after the eve.

The crown, nape, back and upperwings were a pale broewn to a light
gray-brown with irregular lighter markings. The chin and throat
were off-white with some light specklings of light brown. The
top 173 to 1/2 of the breast was speckled a pale brown—-light
gray-brown. The lower poertion of the breast and the belly was
whitish. The rump was a light gravish color.

4 A oslight whitish-buffy wing stripe was visible on the upper wing
! when the bird flew away. At rest, the wings and tail sxtended
the same length (7 c. 1 toc 1 1/8 inches).

I
s YO
L) Loty O e, g Fer - gy r}uJﬁ:j PR PR
Previous experience with species and similar ones:
e, - ﬁyl s/

R ferences and persons consulted before writing description:
YA I 64.07.,.-,;4-.. oL/ 61-.'-(01'350:-4, A, dvborn Fol) Sols v A Aiiniian Badl  ound
How long hefore fi@ld notes made? @t fuwe  this form completed? gpime Qo

2

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Lifes,




