
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 07/21/93 

Red Knot Record Number: 89-32 

3 Sep 1989 Classification: A-D 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA | 
S.Dinsmore, et. al. 
through 9/6; IBL 60:14, 61:85 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 3 Sep 
Jim Dinsmore, 3 Sep 
Bob Myers, 3 Sep 
Robert Cecil, 2 Sep [sic] 
Ann Johnson, 4 Sep 
Jim Fuller, 5 Sep 
Michael K. Thomas, 5 Sep 
Mark Proescholdt, 6 Sep 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 60:14 
Records Committee: IBL 61:85 

VOTE: 7 A~D 

A-D: Convincingly documented by multiple observers. Note: This 

bird was found by Dinsmore on Sept. 3. The Sept. 2 date on 
Cecil’s documentation was in error. 

A-D: Many good documentations for a good bird in Iowa. 

A-D: The two birds well described-apparently a juvenile and an 

adult. The grayish coloration is distinctive on Red Knots (but by 

no means diagnostic).



DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species yYRed Enot 

How Many ?l 

Location?Sandpiper Beach area of Saylorville Res., Folk Co. 

HabitatYsandy/rocky beach 

DateTS Sep 1989 

Time?é6é:53-7:41 a.m. and G:1i5-9:35 a.m. 3 

Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames 

Others who saw bird:Jim Dinsmore, Eugene & Eloise Armstrong, Dennis 

Thampsoan, Bob Cecil 

Description of bird:1I first noticed the bird because of its large size 
and gray and white plumage campared to nearby Kilildeer. Throughout mye 
observation of the bird, it actively foraged along the rockier — a. 

sections af the beach in the company oF Rilldeer and Least ane Western 

sandpipers. | ‘ae : Mg 
The knot was almost identical in size to a Killdeer, except that” 

it may have been a bit chunkier. The upperparts were medium gray with 
lighter tips to the scapulars, giving the bird a scaly appearance. oe 

The wings were darker than the upperparts, becoming black near the  — 
wingtips. In flight, the bird showed a prominent white stripe along = 
the base af the flight feathers and a white rump. The underparts were 

whitish, with some blurry gray streaking on the breast and flanks. 

The streaking an the breast formed a faint bib, similar to the bib of 

a Fectoral Sandpiper. The leaqs were dull yellow. The head was mostly 

gray with a lighter eyeline. The bill was black, of medium Length, 

and neavier at the base than the tip. Im tlight, the bird uttered a 

Low “churk" several times, 

Similar species and how @Bliminated: The large size should @liminate all 

Nees. The bird was also larger than Sanderlings in direct 

comparison. Otherwise, the bill shape and dull yellow legs would 

@liminate Sanderling and Dunlin. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellant 
with the Sky mostly overcast. Estimated viewing distance was as close 

ag 20 fwek, LT ugec a Bugsechnmell 20-425x spotting scope and Kuechnell 

M30 binoculars, 

ex . . j + "4 294 Seow a ose ee eee, or a nals ae, 8 nee db. om, oe, -* —_ - * eee oe ee én sree PRreVEOLUS 8x perience with speci@earl nave seen several other Red Fnots 
Po he | i 4 _ : re - ee to fee od ad rr 408, teed - st toe ste see ee seee whee im lowa, AS well as thougands along the ras & coast. 

References consulteds:sNG5S Field Guide to the Birds ot North America 

How Long betare field mates were madevwritten during initial 

observation of bird 

How Long berore thie form was completed?’ hours



NDOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species?’ Red Knoat 

How Many? ane 4 

Location? Sandpiper Beach, Saylorville Reservoir 

Habitat? mud flat along lake ‘ 

Date? 3 September 1989 Nake 
Time?’ about 8:45 a.m. . 

Observers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore 

4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA Pie Bes 
Others who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, Eloise and Eugene Armstrong, = —~~| 
Dennis Thompson, Bob Cecil | are, 

Description of bird: medium sized shorebird, directly compared with’ aes 
Pectoral Sandpiper; this bird was somewhat teroer than the Pectoral. — 
The general body color was light gray above and white below. — ee 
following characteristics were noted on the bird: 

Ae Im flight, had white wing stripe the length of the nee 
b. Bill was straight, dark colored, and was not repecser a ong 
C(2.6., mot like Dunlin) | an 

c. Feathers on back grayish with fairly Oe GnGuncEd white tips to. 
them, giving a somewhat scalloped appearance 
d. Distinct white line above the eye ans 
e, Or side of neck there were at least several lines of dark- -tipped 
feathers running down the neck but the belly itself was white (I : 
didn't mote if the dark lines were on the front of the neck too) 
f. Leg color not noted, legs not especially long or thin (i.e., it 
wasn't a yellowlegs) 

similar species and how e@liminated: 
Size @liminates peeps and other small sandpipers as well as really big 
sandpipers. Bill not long enough for dowitcher, snipe or Dunlin (also 
shape for latter). Lack of wingstripe eliminates Ruff, eyestripe 
eliminates Great Knot. Bill was not needle-like, eliminating Wilson's 
and Red-necked Phalarape. Leg length eliminates Lesser Yellowlegs. 

Viewing conditions and @quipment: sky was mostly overcast and Light 
poor but mot really dark: I was less than 100 feet from bird and 
Viewed af through 2O power spotting scope and with 4x binoculars. At 
that digtance the alee WAS Gasily viewable and compared with Faectoral 
and Semipalmated sgandpipers which were with it. 

SPeyvlOUuS BXperlence® with Species: Have seen this species in rlarida, 
Maggachugetts, Towa and Tllinois. Saw birds in the latter two states 
im plumagqes tasically the game as this ome in L?S4, 

Neferances consulted: None consulted until description wetter , then 
Nati. Geagraphic Guide consulted ta compare with other species, 

How long betore field notes were madet This form typed up from memar y 

How lang berare this form was campleted? 8 nours



ar. 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? eal OO ae 7 How many? } 

Location? Say lorville Kes, 

Type of habitat? beach 

When? date(s) ere Sm ye herd time: /. Loyun to VALA ae 

Who?your name and address: | Bob NY Y ers £ R2, fx KES fe. LY abet Sota”) 

others with you: etay Myers —Gi fe) 
others before or after pad Save Sac ie — 7 OB 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

This LOPS B& peo Dobie! pechim rey 5 Sa BB Childe 585 

Deere coler L2.5 Ae aotTh DAH ef oy. VM LI2 S stout 
| 

fawly long Bred blacks hh iTe alg thas Oo” bok age 

bs tefl 5 LU. birok 

i CS se o7her Ue ers er Joe SJIO(ES ing 

jotre STI OFS prone 
wie: fe obeeme

nl a7 FOL Ver w
e eee. 

Thre Oe 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? flo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

DS lolclina? — 2D % LOX seRe- 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Jave seen severo( 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Zere- = i one 

How long before field notes made? 077 Cc this form completed? “r Sor9é 

come JO-US-84



VOCUIVIEN TA LION FOK IVI RI 32 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa . 

What species? Red knot 7 | How many? 1 

Location? Sandpiper Beach at Sailorville Reservoir, Polk County, Iowa 

Type of Habitat? Small mud flat near sandy beach 

Time: - forgot t t 
_ When? date(s): Sept. 2, 1989 © ; time: - i Pa — : 

Others with you: _ Many observers 

Others before or after you: Many observers 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Someone pointed out the bird to me. It was almost exactly the same size as accompanying 
Killdeer. It had a relatively heavy bill the same length as the head. A whitish 
eyestripe extended from the bill to behind the eye.. Bill was straight. : 

The upperparts (including back, most of wing, and crown)were a uniform gray, — 
perhaps somewhere between a pale and medium gray for lack of better description. 

The underparts and rump were whitish. The upper breast was more gray, similar 
to the back. ee 

A white wingstripe was visible in flight. 
Legs were dark. 7 

Similar species; how eliminated: Size, gray back, eye stripe and bill description seem 
to rule out similar species. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Nope 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

Looking into sun with 20x scope. 

Previous expertence with species and similar ones: No relevant experience with Red Knot. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Checked NGS on way to Sandpiper. 

How long before field notes made? at time this form completed? 1 week. 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



DOCUMENTATION FORM 89-32 
4 Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Bpacies; Ra = uvenile: 

Location: Sandpiper Beach, Saylorville Lake, Polk County, IA 

Habitat: Sandy and muddy shoreline of man-made reservoir 

Date(s): 9/4/89 and 9/6/89 Time: 11:48 am to_12:15 pm 
11:15 26 = 6 te 13:65 oe 

ene mee 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwa Iowa 50211 

Other observers: Park ranger (whose name escapes me) on 9/4 and Mark 
Proescholdt on 9/6 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, 
under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. 
This good-sized shorebird was immediately noticeable by its extremely pale appearance 
as compared with other shorebirds in the area. It was comparable in size to a nearby 
killdeer but was obviously a chunkier build which gave it a short, stocky look. The 
black bill was proportionately shorter than most sandpipers its size, but it was 
longer than a plover bill. It was stout at the base, tapering down to the tip and 
was fairly straight. The crown was gray and somewhat streaky while the nape was a 
muted solid gray. The back was gray with some black and white feather edging 
extending to the wing coverts which gave the upperparts an extremely scaly 
appearance. The face was mostly gray with an ill-defined white eyebrow. As I was 
looking primarily at the back and side, the underparts were hard to see. From the 
side I could see a bit of gray coming from below the throat down the side. The flank 
was white with no markings. The legs were dark. I watched this bird from about 
fifty feet for approximately two minutes. It then flew across the bay to a sandbar. 
In flight a narrow white wing stripe and grayish-white rump were visible. The bird 
did considerable moving around for the next ten minutes or so with short looks 
available from time to time. The washed out appearance made it relatively easy to 
locate, but lighting and distance made it difficult to see the finer features. I had 
been joined by one of the Corps of Engineers rangers when what I assumed to be the 
same bird settled onto the mud flat to our left about 100 feet away. The bird we 
observed at that time was very white underneath with very little gray wash on the 
breast. The white eyebrow was evident. We watched this bird for several minutes but 
it was not particularly active and primarily gave us head on looks. As I was scoping 
some other shorebirds, my companion asked if there were two knots. Surprisingly, a 
second knot was a few feet from the first and in fact both were seen in the same 
field of view of the scope at 25x. The washed out appearance, the large chunky 

Shape, and the relatively short, black bill was evident on both birds. Lighting and 
position of birds precluded good looks at finer features. Both flew shortly 
thereafter. 

On 6 September I had the opportunity to observe a red knot at approximately 
seventy-five feet. This time it was with a black-bellied plover, which looked huge 
in comparison and helped point out the distinctions in bill size and shape. This 
knot had a mostly gray back with white feather edgings. It did not have the darker 
bands on the back and wing coverts. The breast was washed with a very pale gray and 
the legs were lighter than the one I'd seen a couple days before - more of a 
yellowish-green. The white eyebrow was more distinct than the one studied on 4 
September. I believe that the bird first studied was a juvenile, as evidenced by the 
distinct dark/white feather edgings on the back, and that the other was a basic 
Dlumaged adult by the nearly white underparts, the existence of only white feather 
edgings on the upperparts, and the distinct eyebrow.



Similar species and how eliminated: 29-3 
Bill length and shape eliminated plovers, although the birds had somewhat the same 

coloration as a black-bellied plover. There was also a resemblance to 
juvenile/winter plumaged sanderlings, but the birds were much larger than some nearby 
sanderlings. Curlew sandpiper was eliminated by bill shape and dowitchers and other 
larger sandpipers were eliminated by the combination of leg color, bill length and 
chunky body combinations. 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Sunny to partly cloudy with the sun overhead and to the left. Good lighting at times 
but not optimal at others. Bird(s) were at an estimated thirty feet to 75 yards at 
various times. Viewed through 7x26 binocs and scope at 25x-45x. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Very little with knots but many years with various other shorebirds. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
None prior to field notes; National Geographic Society's Field Guide to the Birds of 
North America consulted prior to completion of this form. 

How long before field notes made? immediately after observation How long before 
this form completed? Most was written two hours after the first observation. 
Revised and completed eight hours after the final observation.



wet I Nes st me Pt te er + Nw ONS wl moss Wo 

MLE 7 
1. .witttidile 

Location? SAgtotipeeé KESCL YO/R 
AI-32 

What species? LED Kwor How many? =< 

Type of habitat? “wv fey 

When? date(s): 5 (427-, (7/7 time: 6°42 47 to 7/05 AY 
— 

Who?your name and address: ~~ 4st 6 Lou fi) £0okl, RIK Zits C779 Fa G22 ¥e 

others with you: 

others before or after you: L906, 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. — i 

WWité Wit Fao O42), 80h THE Same L2E Awd KALLE - 

GAY THE PECTOANE Sh Pite Prt Mints’ Ability) THE PEE _ 

yw THE Beth. bBIh™ JHE Shame Ltb6IE AS DWE RULDEES, BA) 

UCN fLltaPE. MKSO KANRCLE TRAN 4029 FhrtwUSIOVE A727 

Piva tel/NtS. B74 Lal Cetté A fA Dutt CAPA Aad 

WHWIE BvD "Plupe”,  FHE BUDS (bel OXLF SLED S Tw ble 

Anh LA CKI/IG . box BCD! AD BR BLAK BLL Ley le ra 

“ABtLUY THE them Pe TWI0TW C4 JME KEIO pw Aft Te CR 
Tat7 Sytn7g Aevbte. LtbS WlCE fe OaAll Tél -Ghifr. 

BELP Lyy7E wif 640° SHAKEN gun VEC NID (NASTICS 

STt tht, = PesnnatvlS (ltt yi7E DARE WL LFOLDED Lit ev 
ALUMI FWE SeAwE Lb) TW AS JHE Fl EMO WAS GHAY Er Fea7 
lel7l A LLGNF E¢€ wl F¢E CAS DALE- WO 2¢E L1G “e7EA 
Bit twAsS STIARNCHT wl Lobe fe SL/ONZ L0CObP LY F*O CALL 27 

ben wey). THE BE LYK LLLE LAS THE SCRIULALS find 
CovteT I —~—ONE CL FWE Bléos (CAnyiz) LAS 2 PLM 2tLEL CfAY 
tipité FWE CNG ( Txwtytl) Mab YLSTWLI pWI7E KEATMER 
ELbIMIOS A) 7ROSE ALEAL rp FRaS A véeyYy SEAL AP Lewes 

Similar species and how eliminated: J7¢7 Sx AIM PE — NS KOU CCE LEGS ~> 

fp. pte? Ltnwgle ~pftl,: . belteljA thf OMEK hbEbS Aub ebvlettl 

Dott V7 uUtentD 4/tl 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ‘’A~@ 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
ENCED MetUjwl — SaUAG - ASbH7 Ay BAX LReehynl WéSs7- 

KIA FiIN~Y PBF 20e-¥0 YARAS- 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: /#4v S¢¢ Ee S/OES AO 
27139 Ano LrS7 Ceads7 

References and persons consulted before writing description: “177% © feZ€d44C LeuiE 

How long before field notes made? (A20/47E this form completed? Vind Meptet 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



89-32 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Re d Kust How many? | 

Location? Sandpiper Reach — Ses loeville. — Po| Ie Co. 

Type of habitat? Sands beach 

When? date(s): Sept. 6 , 1984 time: /0:00am,to (1:30 aw. 

Who?your name and address: MavkK Proeschol se Box 65, Liscamb Ta, S01¢8 

others with you: Aun Tohuson 

others before or after you: Steve Nins more. : VAAVt others befere_ 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

This lavge Shovehird had QO very QVey hack and & 

black | Seut il, “+ owered iM Sige Compas ow over & 

Sanderting beside it. the Red Kot had a white eyeline 

over the eye and gveenish—Yellowish leas, at lad 

cream white undersides and white markings wn its Gray 

back Kem pale white feathor edqings. On ifs thvoat were. 

ss war k nge KiKe a necklace. and almost like @ Revere ( 

Sandpipers Wihs A boat Flushed it ence aud ‘+ shawed 6. 

Wind Stipe m Flight and a Whrhsh rump Hrged with gray. 

Other shore lsiwde Were presew
t to gwe sixne COMPARE 1\SOuU. 

tt wos quite a bit smaller boking than o Bhck-Bellted Plover 
with af laxqe aan ew Pectoral | ih ahouwt the Lame size 

ag a Killdeer. i 
Similar species and how eliminated: 

A Samdorti iS muck Smaller with differout Color- patterns, 

A Black Bell Plover has differeut shape , different [ea alo, and 
F ot atherw , oe 

Did any nna are or have reservations about identification? ho 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: : 

Rath SuUUn with sun at my side aud behind me. jad qood yisibili ty 
pistances estimated —> 80 yards, 5D yards, AS yards, x30 Bos. QAX Sope. 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: : 

Have seon | Basic— Humégedt Ked Kvet bevare ; 
References and persons consulted be on description: 

Rt Petecsen's Field Guide +o the Birds, 05 
How long before field notes made? while View WQ_ this form completed? A/OU. 12, L789 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



VMULUIVICING ALIUIN FURIVI BI-52 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

What spectes? Kad Kyret — Mow many? / 

Location? ‘ILe wen - Seanad pat. AOA 

Type of Habitat? Beak, ALa seine tev! / sabe ws poe ma Ay atu, 

When? date(s): a, x (9&9 ime: OP FP oe lo LY 7 
7 ——". coer 

Who? your name and address: My hok —) fe Se id Stree? Ly, Mow, $0312 

Others with your pow 

Others Ge for) or after you: S veug p ¢ Sep : Aon eS an 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size. Shape, details of all parts (bill. eve, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast. belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and Aehavior. 

hseryod trend’ <trereed fer => Po mirutes-—-mostliv at 
a a 

mre 

= os © Dird was ahs 

» Iss 4 es he mate 

oimitar species; how eliminated: 

(BLD v90 Lom fom Lo nik, baila) ex Fae Lleyn 

BW Staxldt — not curssd Lhs Curkad Sab jecen 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? AVA 
If ves, explain: 

Mrewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

7S [ect Cloudy but tle, 7 “Gtt . soo) Vive taal Pade 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Avr, - LH bi 

References and persons consulted before writing description: , 

How long hefore fitld notes made? gtfime — this form completed? Aarne Can 
, 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Towa Bird Life). 



DOCUMENTATION FORM I-32 
For Extraordinary Bird Sehtings in lowa 

What spectes? Koh ior 
How many? 

Location? ay law ithe Leas iven 28 Send pian Vrach 

Type of Habitat? Geack, QALa AG Pe Jee ww a eae mI Ay artay 

When? date(s): Sey a 1989 time: 5 Lna to SS ame 

Who? your name and address: MW, oh ak K. tS S/O Sb SbF Stat Ly, Mow, $0312 

Others with you: paw 

Others Gefor) or after you: Seu 2 eee pot vO 5 OO Re 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. clade size, shape, d 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, sah 

Fer harlioee 

“
N
e
 
~
~
 
—
 

The bird was abser eS e6=Sofoaae Oo minutes-—mostly at 
about 106 feet through a scope. No Vecalizations were 
discernible. The bird was feeding at the waters edqe in and 
around ather sherebirds (4-5 Kildeer, 5-6 Least sandpipers, 1 
Ruddy Turnstone, 1 Sanderling, 1 American Avocet) and numerous, 
Ring-billed Gulls and Caspian Terns | 

The bird was a little longer than the Ruddy Turnstane and about 
the same length as the Kildeer. It was however, noaticeable 
thicker bodied than the Kildeer and had shorter legs than the 
Kildeer. My estimate is that it was about 10 inches in length. 
Body height appeared te be greater than the leg length. 

The legs, @ey@s and bill were black. The bill was straight, 
slightly tapered and was the same length or a little longer than 
the head length. There was an uneven whitish eyebrow with Light 
brownish areas before and after the eye. 

The crown, nape, back and upperwings were a Pale brewn ta a light 
gray~brewn with irregular lighter markings. The chin and throat 
were off-white with some light specklinags of: Tight Orown... the 
top i/3. to 1/2 of the: breast was Seer see & pale brown-light 
gray-brown. The lower pertion of the breast and the belly was 
whitish. The rump was a light grayish cclor. 

A Slight whitish-buffy wing stripe was visible on the upper wing 
wen the bird Flew away. At rest, the wings and tail extended 
the same length (7? c. 1 te 1 1/8 inches). 

> [1 Lorde OMT prewry VGA FOP Vea orb tans 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
hon, - LHe 6 

Roferences and persons consulted _—— writing econ: 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back coy 

Uteynol b coy af ex Fatd 
whan Suew 

> 

etails of all parts (bill, eve, 
reast, belly, snidertatl, eas, feet). Also mention voice find pelavtin 

er of lowa Bird Life). 

Tis“ YD 

How long before fl d notes made? at tune this form completed? Aare Oden


