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Records Committee: IBL 66:97
VOTE: 5 A-D, 2 NA

A-D, Description adequate for Mew Gull. Drawing of wing-tip
appears to match closely that in National Geographic Field Guide
but not photos and drawings in other guides (Seabirds: Harrison,
Gulls: Grant).

A-D, Textbook description.

A-D, Unmarked bill at 20 m. is definitive.

NA, The details provided are strongly suggestive or even
diagnostic of Mew Gull. I have difficulty with a 5-minute
observation by one observer for such an extraordinarily rare
sighting. The only other September record of Mew Gull in central
United States was an adult on Lake Superior on 19 September 1982
(Janssen 1982, The Loon 54:247-248). Could this have been an
odd-billed Ring-billed Gull?

NA, Positive vote based on yellow un-marked bill --
description and picture suggest canus -- extensive white in
primaries (canus very similar to Ring-billed). However, overall
description sketchy -- picture a little hard to understand.
RE-VOTE: 4 A-D, 3 NA

A-D, Five minutes at 20 meters is a long sighting!

NA, Deferring to NA comment. While I think considering
aberrant plumages or soft parts is highly risky, the absence of
September records except for one on the Great Lakes is telling.
This report should prcobably not be included in the literature.

A-D, The amount of white in the outer primaries and pure
yellow bill eliminate Ring-billed variations I am familiar with.

NA, I will change to a more conservative vote here because of
difficulty in evaluating wing pattern. The bill description,
however, certainly fits Mew Gull. I don't ever recall seeing an
adult Ring-billed Gull with an unmarked bill.

NA, see my previous comments. Why were there no other
observers of this bird? Was it looked for again? Most Iowa rare
gull records are based on observation by multiple observers and
often include photographs.

A-D, Description is adequate; I withdraw my comment on canus,
as adults of canus and brachyrhynchus are very similar. Picture
of wing tip differs as expected from Ring-billed, and, aleong with
unmarked yellow bill, I am convinced.
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