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Black-headed Gull Record Number: 96-34
23 Jun 1996 Classification: A-P
Jemerson Slough, Dickinson Co., IA

*Schoenewe, *Fuller, *Proescholdt

ad. alt.; IBL 66:133, 67:82, P-0515

DOCUMENTATIONS

Lee A. Schoenewe (23 June), 518 W. 4th St., Spencer 51301
[4/6/97]

Jim Fuller (26 June), 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City 52240

Mark Proescholdt (8-9 July), Box 65, Liscomb 50148
PHOTOGRAPH

Jim Fuller, P-0515
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 66:133

Records Committee: IBL 67:82
VOTE: 7 A-P

A-P, Red bill and legs, dark brown hood, light gray mantle,
and black primary tips clearly visible.

A-P, Shape and color of hood, red bill are diagnostic
supported by light mantle.

A-P, Photo shows diagnostic features, including reddish bill
and brown hood.






Black-headed Gull P-0515
Dickinson, IA
26 Jun 1996 Jim Fuller 96-3Y
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species How many? BLACK -HEADED GuiLl- | AduT ﬂﬂ%ﬁg&_
Location?_ JemeRSoN S‘Lou.é#{" DickinsoN CouNTY

Type of habitat? MWLy RESTORED WETLAND WiTH MUWIRATS 4’,‘?“‘24;"5‘3
When? date(s):é{»‘% Time: . 4. /5 —5i00 FPM

Who? your name and address

LeE 4. SChENEWE  5(2W. ™ 7 SPENcER, TA Si3ol

Others with you HARoLd W (TE

Others before and after you

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size,

shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, thront,

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and

behavior. T wW4S SUAVEVING A FLOCK OF FRANKLN'S GaLs (HEN
T MTICED A4 BIRD winty A4 CRCOUATE BRowN HeAld, THe DARE BFewN
CURVED Pon (o THG BACK of THE ClouwnN 7o WELL UNDER THEe <A
THE EYE HAD THN (HITE CRESTENTS ABWE ANO Bilow. TRHE BrL wAS PED. 4§
The BIRD fFrew I SAW THE PALE GRAY JNANTIE WiTH WHITE OUTER PRIMARES
Ao BLACL TIAT oW THE CEmMEES. T AEW DREXTLY ouaem;e? AVD
CIRCLED me. THE WWDERWNG WAS DuskY GRNY EXTEND /NG [Ro THE
PRIMAIES NTo THE SECONAARIES,

Similar species and how eliminated: R -
fAaveun's gum BY Cuose CoMPR(SaN ! Bonnfere's By #e#D Colok ¥ DARK UnOEkA:

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A0

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment: AFTERANGON SuN; 3e to foo YARDS ;|  £xdo BiNoCLULARS
20-box SColE

Previous experience -with this species and similar ones: . -
SAW 40U AND IMMATWRE  S/98 AT H06SBAcK WfA IN DICKNsen Co.
References and persons consulted before writing description:

leteRson)  FIEL Cuwe |
How long before field notes made? /#MEDIATELY
this form completed? 3 ypups

Mail original form to field editor for this season.
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DOCUMENTATION OF UNUSUAL BIRD SIGHTING

SPECIES: Common Black-headed Gull (Adult)

LOCATION: DNR wetland along 140th-145th Street just north of
Jemmerson Slough (Dickinson County)

DATE & TIME: 26 June, 1996 (Most of time from 9:43-10:42 AM)

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa,
52240

OTHERS: Reported by Lee Schoenewe. Others who saw it before were
Ed Thelen and Tom Stone.

BACKGROUND: Lee Schoenewe reported a bird of this species to the
Iowa Birdline on Sunday evening, June 23. I arrived at the
location atmid-morning, and one bird was standing in shallow
water on a pond close to the road, and it was the Black-headed
Gull. I watched it there (as close as 60-70 feet), until it
eventually flew around, and then over the hill out of sight. As
I wrote my field notes, it returned and started hunting the same
pond. It caught a large tadpole or small bullhead, ate it, and
preened. It then flew to a pond farther north and sat with other
gulls (27 Franklin’s Gulls and 4 Ring-billed Gulls) and terns
(Black, Forster‘’s, Caspian).

DESCRIPTION: General size was compared to Franklin’ Gull, as it
stood beside several, was noticably larger, and appeared to be
about a head taller. The bird was much bigger than Forster’s
Tern, and at least twice as big as the Black Tern. It was
noticably smaller than the Caspian Tern and the Ring-billed
Gulls. The most notable feature of the bird was a dark brown
hood, which did not end on the neck, but ended by vertically
going to the back of the top of the head, thus leaving the nape
and back of the neck white. The small rounded head had a dark
eye, and there was a partial eye ring, which was only on the
distal half of the eye, and also had a break in it at the distal.
At the front of the eye, there appeared to be reddish skin where
an eye ring would be located. The bill was thin and a dull red
color, and the upper mandible curved downward at the tip.

The mantle and most of the folded wing were a light gray
(noticably lighter than the Franklin’s Gull), but the folded wing
tip was black. The folded wings were more than an inch longer
than the tail. Otherwise, the underparts, head, neck, and upper
back, and tail were all white. The legs were a very red, but dull
(not shiny) color.

In flight, the upperwing was light gray, except for the outer
primaries, which were white. These outer primaries also had black
tips, which produced a dark trailing edge.
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The underwing was also mostly gray, but continued to get darker
toward the wing tip, which was black, except for the outermost
primary which was white, producing a white leading edge. The tail
was entirely white, and was slightly rounded.

No vocalization was heard.

SIMILAR SPECIES: No other small adult gull has the combination of
a light gray mantle, dark brown hood, red bill and legs, partial
eye ring, and wing markings.

OPTICS & CONDITIONS: I watched the bird through a KOWA TSN-4
telescope (20 X 60 zoom) at distances of 60-200 feet. I also used
Swift Audubon (8.5 X 44) binoculars to watch the bird in flight
at distances of 30-300 feet. It was mid-morning on a sunny day,

and all of the viewing was toward the southwest, west, and
northwest.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen two adult birds at Attu, Alaska
in May, 1993, and I saw an adult and a juvenile bird very near
this location in August, 1994.

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: Field notes were made immediately, and
the National Geographic guide was looked at later at the car.
This form was typed on 27 June.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 9‘-34
What species? Qg\mm BIMK’.AQRJEJ @N How many? l
Location? __ "Sewmwweysen Slw-i_’_:‘r\ Qe o ““_D{CKW\SGW\ Goum~t(
Type of habitat? S'wall ("Pem.L avesr. with btS of wud edges — )oefing ares ﬁ'g“"s
When? date(s): 3’&]3 Qend 4, 199, time: -C'b!%‘;: -‘t-:?) g";??f: . g::;%
Who?your name and address: MaxK Pmesclwld-f"_ Box 65# (is owmbh . TBun £0/¢8

others with you: Vewe

others before or after you: bedeve — Hevold Whide lee Sloewewe, others?

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Alsc mention voice and behavior.

Tis adatt gull had oo light bvown heod onm 45 head, bright ved fegs,
and o ved Bl Hat was wet os nebiceably ved as the Famklvgs gulls,

7+ ad a light gvay wante and aw all whkite Hail, “The upper
preimasies had o levge white shb wtha bit of blacK en the primary
Hps. The UMcl&rw{vng had o Lig awoumt of blackish en He Priwary
arer. \/uhl ved Ceolovr iws.'c_(e_ its W\L‘H\. Tt hoed wes a di Ferent

SWape Ham Fankling Gulls heed —almast d«w:eJ off at Heevertal feel
4+ was lacger tham Hhe Bawklinge culls '+ was with both iw -Pl.'gk-F amd on The
gvound - The exe er-cl davrk with vo wiite eye crescomls that were
Shoving Bor me at Hhis dictonce, Tt ad wiite breast amd bolly , —the mamtle
was ligkter gvay the Famklnig gulls davk wmantles, = did bts of fl4ing
and wes quite nghiceable -Gkt T Flew lw usually with bvight ved feet
am_é,_cklawjga-’f‘ S gull ami big wec]g\?-g of white on UppeY wivg . &reat loaks'

Similar species and how eliminated:

A Bovopurtes Sull is wwch Swalter, Was a black heed, and Jacke
He Llackish aves. ew MPHmﬁeg of* the underwing$ .

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Soed viewning © Swevy — good sumlight at vy side, 120140 yavds auy
eshwated . €x30 Biwecs and AAX Scope
Previous experience with species and similar ones:
This (5 Secomd Hme T've Seem ene. — [ast Yerr in s area was the Rrst
References and persons consulted before writing description:
Nehiongl SRQrapwW e Guide ’
How long before field notes made? while uiewwd this form completed? Tuly 15 %6




