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Black-headed Gull Record Number: 96-34 

23 Jun 1996 . Classification: A-=P 

Jemerson Slough, Dickinson Co., IA 

*Schoenewe, *Fuller, *Proescholdt 

ad. alt.; IBL 66:133, 67t8z2, ?-Go5i29 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Lee A. Schoenewe (23 June), 518 W. 4th St., Spencer 51301 

[4/6/97] 
Jim Fuller (26 June), 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City 52240 

Mark Proescholdt (8-9 July), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 

PHOTOGRAPH 

Jim Fuller, P-0515 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 66:133 

Records Committee: IBL 67:82 

VOTE: 7 A-P 

A-P, Red bill and legs, dark brown hood, light gray mantle, 

and black primary tips clearly visible. 

A-P, Shape and color of hood, red bill are diagnostic 

supported by light mantle. 

A-P, Photo shows diagnostic features, including reddish bill 

and brown hood.





Black-headed Gul] P-0515 
Dickinson, IA 
26 Jun 1996 Jim Fuller 96°34 



96-24 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species How many? BlAeK-HEADED Gute | AbleT ALERWATE 
: LKMAGE 

Location?_ JFemreRSov SLoueH , DickwSoN COUNTY . 
Type of habitat? WEWLY RESTORED WETLAND “ITH MUDPLATS aio Piatun 

When? date(s): 6/23}% Time: . 4/5 —5r00 PM 

Who? your name and address 

lee A. SCHOEN EWE 512 W. yu 5 SPEnNceR, TA S130! 

Others with you HARoLd’O WHITE 

Others before and after you 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throzt, 

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and ; : 

behavior. D W4S SURVEYING A Flock OF FRAVEUN'S Guitl WHen | 

TMmuced A BRD Witt A ChocolATe BRowA) HeAb, THe DARK BfewN 

CURDED Pown Fem THE GACK of THE Chlouw To Witt UNoEE THE CHA. 
THE EYE HAO THN White CRES=ENTS ABWE AWO Below. ThE Bee wAS FED. 4S 
The BIRO flew T SAW THe fALE 6PAY /NANITLE CTH wetire ourer Perrakies 

Awd BLACK TIPS ON THE fhimAMecS, iT FLEW ORETLY UERHEHO AD 

aResen me. THE LVPRRWING WAS DuUustkY GARY EXTENDING FRet\ THE 

PLIMALIES (N70 THE SECWAARES. 

Similar species and how eliminated: ~ = 

FraveuNs Guses BY cucse Compreisenl: BowaPhktes By EAD 
Colok t DAKE UNC axa 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 

equipment: AFTERNGSN Su; 3c te foo YARDY | Px40 B/NocLUARS 
: | 2o~box SCofE 

Previous experience -with this species and similar ones: = | 
Saw Aoucr AND imAreRre SAY AT HoGrBAcie WPA IN DICKS) Co, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 

PeTERSON FIELS Cupe 
How long before field notes made? //”"MED/ATELY 
this form completed? 3 poaues 

Mail original form to field editor for this season.



96-39 
DOCUMENTATION OF UNUSUAL BIRD SIGHTING 

SPECIES: Common Black-headed Gull (Adult) 

LOCATION: DNR wetland along 140th-145th Street just north of 
Jemmerson Slough (Dickinson County) 

DATE & TIME: 26 June, 1996 (Most of time from 9:43-10:42 AM) 

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 
52240 , 

OTHERS: Reported by Lee Schoenewe. Others who saw it before were 
Ed Thelen and Tom Stone. 

BACKGROUND: Lee Schoenewe reported a bird of this species to the 
Iowa Birdline on Sunday evening, June 23. I arrived at the 
location atmid-morning, and one bird was standing in shallow 
water on a pond close to the road, and it was the Black-headed 
Gull. I watched it there (as close as 60-70 feet), until it 
eventually flew around, and then over the hill out of sight. As 
I wrote my field notes, it returned and started hunting the same 
pond. It caught a large tadpole or small bullhead, ate it, and 
preened. It then flew to a pond farther north and sat with other 
gulls (27 Franklin’s Gulls and 4 Ring-billed Gulls) and terns 
(Black, Forster’s, Caspian). 

DESCRIPTION: General size was compared to Franklin’ Gull, as it 
stood beside several, was noticably larger, and appeared to be 
about a head taller. The bird was much bigger than Forster’s 
Tern, and at least twice as big as the Black Tern. It was 
noticably smaller than the Caspian Tern and the Ring-billed 
Gulls. The most notable feature of the bird was a dark brown 
hood, which did not end on the neck, but ended by vertically 
going to the back of the top of the head, thus leaving the nape 
and back of the neck white. The small rounded head had a dark 
eye, and there was a partial eye ring, which was only on the 
distal half of the eye, and also had a break in it at the distal. 
At the front of the eye, there appeared to be reddish skin where 
an eye ring would be located. The bill was thin and a dull red 
color, and the upper mandible curved downward at the tip. 

The mantle and most of the folded wing were a light gray 
(noticably lighter than the Franklin’s Gull), but the folded wing 
tip was black. The folded wings were more than an inch longer 
than the tail. Otherwise, the underparts, head, neck, and upper 
back, and tail were all white. The legs were a very red, but dull 
(not shiny) color. : 

In flight, the upperwing was light gray, except for the outer 
primaries, which were white. These outer primaries also had black 
tips, which produced a dark trailing edge.



Go-34 
The underwing was also mostly gray, but continued to get darker 
toward the wing tip, which was black, except for the outermost 
primary which was white, producing a white leading edge. The tail 
was entirely white, and was slightly rounded. 

No vocalization was heard. 

SIMILAR SPECIES: No other small adult gull has the combination of 
a light gray mantle, dark brown hood, red bill and legs, partial 
eye ring, and wing markings. 

OPTICS & CONDITIONS: I watched the bird through a KOWA TSN-4 
telescope (20 X 60 zoom) at distances of 60-200 feet. I also used 
Swift Audubon (8.5 X 44) binoculars to watch the bird in flight 
at distances of 30-300 feet. It was mid-morning on a sunny day, 
and all of the viewing was toward the southwest, west, and 
northwest. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen two adult birds at Attu, Alaska 
in May, 1993, and I saw an adult and a juvenile bird very near 
this location in August, 1994. 

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: Field notes were made immediately, and 
the National Geographic guide was looked at later at the car. 
This form was typed on 27 June.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 94-34 

What species? Cowen Black headed Sul ( How many? | 

Location? _ Se mmerSen Slough avea — Dickinsen Bunt 

Type of habitat? S’wall pend ares with bts of mud edges — Joahny area PEulls 

When? date(s): Daly g nik ‘. 1776 time: pt ao = oo Hs Sale ¢ 

Who?your name and address: Mack Proescholdt fox 6S Lis wh, teuwa 50/48 

others with you: Vewe 

others before or after you: befere: — Herold White Lee Schoenewe , others? 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. : 

his adult Gull lad a light brown heed en its head , brig het ved legs. 

amd a ved bill that was wt as nebeeably ved as the Franklins gulls, 
? 

t+ had a [ig bet Qr ty mantle. and av all wate dail, the upper 

primantes had a large white Slak witha bit of black ew the Primary 

Hos. The underwing ¢ had a ig amount of blackish mn tre Pri mary 

deen, se bad ved colr wside ifs woth, ats hood was a different 

Shape than Franklin's Gulls heed — almast chapped oft at Hee vertical feve l, 

+ wes larger than the Frankline culls i+ was wth beth im Oght and on the 

Ground - The eyo appeared dark wth ve white eye crescents that were 

gS howing er me. at this ditewe, t+ had white brea
st and boll, the mantle 

was liakter gray the Frank linis gulls dark mavtles et did bts of Flyi vg 

And urs quite nusticealsle in Hg lets T+ flew low usually with breiglet ved feet 

amd a larger Size gull and bis wedges of white en upper wing. erest laks 
Similar species and how eliminated: 

A Bovopactes Gull is much smaifer, has a black Weed, and Jacke 

Vine Vinckish area en the primaries of the undorwing § . 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ‘identification? ~——— 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Good VEIN + Sunny — Good sunlight at mn, side , lI20-/40 yards Quay 

estwmated . SxBo RBinecs and Aax Sco pe 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
TS 5 Second Hme ve seen ene — last Year in this area was the first, 
References and persons — before writing description: 

Aoticngl Serra pwc Guide | 

How long before field notes made? while viewng this form completed? suly 15 16 


