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Bruce Peterjohn to Tom Kent, 23 Dec 1985, p 3 
REFERENCE 

Records Committee: IBL 56:44 
VOTE: 5-III, 1-IV, 1-V 

V, The date and location are typical for Peregrine Falcon, 
atypical for Prairie Falcon. Cramp’s description of P. f. 
tundrius (the arctic race of the Peregrine Falcon that migrates 
through our area) in juvenal plumage is as follows: "Juvenile 
tundrius paler above, some almost sandy-buff with wide pale 
feather edges, head conspicuously pale, underparts lighter and 
more narrowly streaked." 

IV, Very possibly correct ID but I can’t rule out the 
possibility of a pale, imm. Peregrine without the sighting of 
dark axillaries. 

III, Caution: There are falconers in the Ames-Des Moines area. 
III, Good descriptions even without axillaries seen. This 

species seems to be trying to become regular! (Seen DeSoto CBC & 
Tristate CBC also) 

III, Too bad the bird flew away directly, but pale color and 
head pattern sounds like Prairie. 
REVOTE: 6-IV, 1-VI 

VI, Most likely an immature arctic peregrine. 
IV, This bird could possibly have been a light colored 

tundrius Peregrine; without noting the underwing pattern I can’t 
say if this is positively a Prairie. 

IV, While the bird may well have been a Prairie, I do not feel 
that at this time of the year an imm. Peregrine could be ruled 
out from the description given without having seen the dark 
axillars of a Prairie. 

IV, Peterjohn’s points are well taken. I agree with his 
analysis. 

IV, Interesting to learn about young arctic Peregrines.
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Tom Kent 
23 Dec. 1985 
page 3 

Arctic Loon--unacceptable. The observer failed to mention any of the distinctive ~ 
plumage characteristics. His description did not eliminate a small © 
Common Loon... 

Ferruginous Hawk--unacceptable, undoubtedly a Red-tailed Hawk. Both observers 
described the tail as bicolored with a white base and broad reddish 
terminal band. This tail pattern indicated the bird was an adult hawk. 
Both observers mentioned the underparts were entirely white, which. 
eliminates an adult Ferruginous Hawk which would have noticeably 
reddish legs. 

Prairie Falcon--unacceptable. Their descriptions of the head pattern are ambiguous 
and contradictory while the other important field makrs (black axillars, 
wing shape differences, ...) were not noted. Hence, I don't feel 
confident that Peregrine Falcon was satisfactorily eliminated. The 

, observers may not be aware that young tundra Peregrines have light 
brown crowns which contrast with the darker "moustache mark". 
(Dinsmore described the crown as lighter than the back which sounds 
Suspiciously like a young Peregrine; Prairies should not have a con- 
trasting crown.) To answer your question, it is very possible for 
experienced observers to correctly identify Prairie Falcons without 
viewing the axillars. Unfortunately, my impression is that most Iowa 

observers lack considerable experience with large falcons so that 
observing black axillars may have to be required in most cases (except 
possible for wintering birds which are much more likely to be Prairies). 

Trumpeter/Tundra Swan (4/8/85--Clay Co.)--the photographed bird is definitely a | 
young Mute Swan, based on plumage characteristics and bill color!!! 

Concerning your fall report, I noticed 2 errors. Sage Thrasher was left out of 
the "Species Data" section and the peak dates for Solitary Vireo should be September, 
not August. I was also dismayed by the poor quality of documentation produced by Steve 
Dinsmore. They were generally very sloppy with incomplete details and mostly unaccept- 
able. Most of his sightings would not have been included at all if they were not 
observed (and properly documented) by others. I would suggest that somebody in your 
Records Committee provide him with examples of good documentations and explain to him 
the importance of providing thorough details for all noteworthy observations. While 
you are familiar with Steve's abilities, I know his poor descriptions will not impress 
any knowledgeable observer who does not know him. 

This letter has gotten too long. I'm about to enter the computer era which should 
be a great convenience for all of my writing. Hope I've satisfactorily answered your 
questions. Let me know if I can provide any other assistance. Best wishes for this 
holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

uce Peterjohn
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% DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa 

What species? Prairve Oe How many? 

Location? 2», nodhand £m west of Alleman bik louchy 

Type of habitat?_ pen cous toy peat soy bean and hay fields. 

When? date(s): 2] Sept, Fes” time: to 

-Who?your name and address: Steve Vnomere 4o2r] brinnsas Dr. Anes Tt Se0/aa 

others with you: be ursoyn hacy 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, bell
y, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We bak ae excelent opportunity fo ebserve He ee ae ee (age tel 

Ci Q fence post along the road « 

At ths chee distance, we were able lo see that He bid Uas guite larye, reiy be 

1G- 18% [on and cvdvemely light pial, Also because. it vas very wady “a i 

had ts fail: Flared out te balance tel Th Fai | Yar heavily eer uth man y 

Na (Cov tego black and white bands, These bands wee Much hnarlEenrer— than Uo se 

of a Merlin, The back aad umgs were 4 sandy broun color. The head war 

(ghter colored Hon te back uth SOrne brown on the crown. The bieat aed 

cheek were hakt tolered a a dark mark a from the lave of the 

bill thiovgh tk check. The anderpartS were Lght rabeA ucth heavy, b jaw 

spo Hing throwhout, 

pe Ba oes tr d over fill. J long fouted wings, (ong tar, aad mpd 
lng bate Supported Gr (Aenttiaqten as a e

T: y fe 4 By 1| Ls 

Flew foo lou the ground fo allen us fo see the bheh asillanies’ fh, 

Similar species and_how eliminated:
 Jhe bids large site | overall light color, lac k of rufous 

tolor on tal or back ,and lack of a dartt ‘heod eliminate fim. festrd a Merits 

The light a hg color rather thay, dark bok colec, the dat «hsher on the face , lack ot 

5 head de eed a Al he aed inter aederparts _simungte Byrtalen 
> Ste lh ee da UNIS Q ighter unas 7 4 ‘é - 

Did any one disdg ee OF ae reservations about 4 entif
ication? CSe : 

If yes, explain: oa people word er ed\ it te bel conlel have been 2h 

(nwng tule Rregrme raleon. 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measur
ed), and optical equipment: 

| bi ht KAS excell ent with SUA overhead On a partly 

cady day, Estuvated ype distayce ar lose asl§-ZoO" th 

; o {0 

, bird i | ye avert, t used (ilon «e235 Finoeu lars 

Previous experience with species and. m ; ones: / 

poe e cen Prtwie rakons «nr western Unkd Stako. J paye seer Fury 

Perequines Nelins in, fou. Thave views? Sten a GYrfaliwn 
References and persons consdlte before w iting ‘descripti n: aia i . 

Robbins, ef al Field Guide te ilvol’ doth Gece NES 
Fal Gade Z, Buel s ot horth brverica 

How long before field notes made?_ 2 fyurs” this form completed? 4 days 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa &5-1) 

What species? _ fmtcie, Gi kon How many? f 

Location? 4 mye nor\p ok Mere riras ; Ms 

Type of habitat? cropland 

“When? date(s):__Z! Sp time: /:30 to /'82 

-Who?your name and address: brite Munson - 3725 |e so ot, Ames _V; S00 le 

others with you: Skye D>» stance 

others before or after you: — 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, brea
st, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

When erched oy, tac bolle. Femice, > gt, the bs) shed 
f f 

obrinis Saleen chovactensH'ts — p-inted tng hosed Ui Leclor vnasticed ) ; 

vorv4ht poster. We ha, ~~ obseajed Snes. hesleels a Hts ae hs 

Raver tn SIZE of Q Wow vere) ye bred Was pale 1 Shosing no 

Noshy. Le + ice \ sant rho 7 | 
My oo 7 nrbedkc, A comp'or heod priser” _ noftced.- 

: have” nr dap black shides were note cibbee mid 4 dark grag. 

= Ti) wus sHipes & wilhise With dhol on yy ov~ Jin Sy 

= on tam, with o white termina) bend, 
breast unnoted , prob. bly peter _ stweabed. con 

(not ven, exact) 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
| 

| 

, marlin by HW , hobte +, paler eS, hy: Kase | size, huok cooly, 

mm , Peta wine Dy lech of Ale che oak P puleness, Ty ) etc. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about i
dentification? wnvype, 

{ 

If yes, explain: ———— 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measure
d), and optical equipment: 

good 80 yds, est BX 32 brnoos 

Previous experience with species and similar ones
: pnoyve 

References and persons consulted before writing descrip
tion: Stet )wSwor~é 

How long before field notes made? el hee, this form completed? Shes, 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


