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V, The date and location are typical for Peregrine Falcon,
atypical for Prairie Falcon. Cramp’s description of P. f.
tundrius (the arctic race of the Peregrine Falcon that migrates
through our area) in juvenal plumage is as follows: "Juvenile
tundrius paler above, some almost sandy-buff with wide pale
feather edges, head conspicuously pale, underparts lighter and
more narrowly streaked."

IV, Very possibly correct ID but I can’t rule out the
possibility of a pale, imm. Peregrine without the sighting of
dark axillaries.

III, Caution: There are falconers in the Ames-Des Moines area.
III, Good descriptions even without axillaries seen. This
species seems to be trying to become regular! (Seen DeSoto CBC &

Tristate CBC also)

III, Too bad the bird flew away directly, but pale color and
head pattern sounds like Prairie.
REVOTE: 6-1IV, 1-VI1

VI, Most likely an immature arctic peregrine.

IV, This bird could possibly have been a light colored
tundrius Peregrine; without noting the underwing pattern I can’t
say if this is positively a Prairie.

IV, While the bird may well have been a Prairie, I do not feel
that at this time of the year an imm. Peregrine could be ruled
out from the description given without having seen the dark
axillars of a Prairie.

IV, Peterjohn’s points are well taken. I agree with his
analysis.

IV, Interesting to learn about young arctic Peregrines.
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Arctic Loon--unacceptab]e.' The observer failed to mention any of the distinctive

plumage characteristics. His description did not eliminate a small "
Common Loon.

Ferruginous Hawk--unacceptable, undoubtedly a Red-tailed Hawk. Both observers
described the tail as bicolored with a white base and broad reddish
terminal band. This tail pattern indicated the bird was an adult hawk.
Both observers mentioned the underparts were entirely white, which

eliminates an adult Ferruginous Hawk which would have noticeably
reddish legs.

Prairie Falcon--unacceptable. Their descriptions of the head pattern are ambiguous
and contradictory while the other important field makrs (black axillars,
wing shape differences, ...) were not noted. Hence, I don't feel
confident that Peregrine Falcon was satisfactorily eliminated. The
observers may not be aware that young tundra Peregrines have light
brown crowns which contrast with the darker "moustache mark".

(Dinsmore described the crown as lighter than the back which sounds
suspiciously 1ike a young Peregrine; Prairies should not have a con-
trasting crown.) To answer your question, it is very possible for
experienced observers to correctly identify Prairie Falcons without
viewing the axillars. Unfortunately, my impression is that most Iowa
observers lack considerable experience with large falcons so that
observing black axillars may have to be required in most cases (except
possible for wintering birds which are much more 1ikely to be Prairies).

Trumpeter/Tundra Swan (4/8/85--Clay Co.)--the photographed bird is definitely a
young Mute Swan, based on plumage characteristics and bill color!!![

Concerning your fall report, I noticed 2 errors. Sage Thrasher was left out of
the "Species Data" section and the peak dates for Solitary Vireo should be September,
not August. I was also dismayed by the poor quality of documentation produced by Steve
Dinsmore. They were generally very sloppy with incomplete details and mostly unaccept-
able. Most of his sightings would not have been included at all if they were not
observed (and properly documented) by others. I would suggest that somebody in your
Records Committee provide him with examples of good documentations and explain to him
the importance of providing thorough details for all noteworthy observations. While
you are familiar with Steve's abilities, I know his poor descriptions will not impress
any knowledgeable observer who does not know him.

This letter has gotten too long. I'm about to enter the computer era which should

be a great convenience for all of my writing. Hope I've satisfactorily answered your

questions. Let me know if I can provide any other assistance. Best wishes for this
holiday season.

Sincerely,

uce Peterjohn
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what species? [Prairle Folen How many? [
Location? 3 m. nodhand % m west of ﬁ”enun, bk [pm:f;ﬁq/
Type of habitat? pfen mur\‘Jmf{ peafl Jo:/bean and J\a}; {-e[c[::’.

when? date(s): 2| St 1985 time: to

Who?your name and address:_Steye Plnomece 4024 brivrser F. Awes TiE SC€0/

others with you: Er bk Myson : A—.m.:’

others before or after you: —

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, -legs, feet). Also mentmn voice and behavior.
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §5-17)
What species? fmn‘c IJ:E\ l:,m How many? f
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Type of habitat? c_m?]mJ

when? date(s): _ Z| ‘S“f time: /:30 to /- 3Z

Who?your name and address: Fm(k muhsoh 3223 Med St Snes A s00l@
. g

others with you: S.fr:\pe, Dmmge

—_—l—"—-—__

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? _peope ,
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If yes, explain: —— —
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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Previous experience with species and similar ones: ,pn.e
References and persons consulted before writing description: Steat, DTMSM
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



