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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore (May 12) 
Paul Martsching (May 13) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 54:45, 82 
Dinsmore, S. 1985. Whimbrel in Story County. IBL 55:32. 
Records Committee: IBL 55:57 

VOTE: 7-III 

III, description by Dinsmore excellent. 
III, Note: I distrust absolute sizes in descriptions. Easier 

to get from books than birds. If accurate they must be from 
comparison with other birds, so why not use the less official 
sounding, but more real, descriptions like ‘slightly smaller 
than’ or ‘same size as’?



FY-o¥ 
Dinsmore, S. 1985. Whimbrel in Story County. Iowa Bird Life 
55:32. 

Whimbrel in Story County — At approximately 12:30 p.m. on 12 May 1984, 
Gordon Brown, Mark Dixon, and I, all of Ames, saw a Whimbrel (Numenius 
phaeopus) at Hendrickson Marsh, Story County. The shorebird profile, large size, 
brown upperparts contrasting with whitish underparts, strongly marked head with 
dark eyeline, and decurved bill identified the bird as a Whimbrel. The bird was in 
the company of Willets (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) and numerous peeps, all 
feeding on a mudflat adjacent to a grassy field. Hendrickson Marsh was being 
drained, a fact which attributes to the extensive mudflats on which the Whimbrel 
was feeding. We viewed the bird until about 2:00 p.m. and left without flushing it. 
The bird was seen the next day (13 May) by Paul Martsching of Ames but not 
thereafter. This represents the second recent sighting of a Whimbrel at 
Hendrickson Marsh, the last being 4 May 1983 (I.B.L. 53:50). This record fits the 
general pattern of most recent Iowa records of Whimbrels being from mid-May 
(Dinsmore et al., lowa Birds, Iowa State Univ. Press, 1984:142). Steve Dinsmore, 
4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA 50010.



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: WHIMBREL 

DATE SEEN: May 12, 1984 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Hendrickson Marsh, Story County 

OBSERVERS: Steve Dinsmore, Paul Martsching 

DATE OF REVIEW: 1984 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation to Committee by mail 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: III 

COMMENTS : 

This bird (presumably the same bird) was very well-described by the observers, 
leaving no doubt in the Committee's mind as to its identity. 

The only adverse comment was regarding the use of absolute sizes in 
describing field observations ("estimated 16-18”), It was suggested that 
comparisons be made to other birds nearby. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



5Y 8 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa 

What species? hia bver| How many? _/ 

Location? NW cores yaa vend rih{5On hiacsh, Siory (‘P 

hnkohuss Type of habitat? drained ared al marsh ad scent toa ened Lld 

‘When? date(s):_/day /2,/924 time: 2'20 Am7_to_ Zig Pu 

Who?your name and address: Sfeye Dismiope “024 ArngusaS Dr fer Jo, $06/2 

others with you: Goyton Powe wg gv Lizor_, Ames 

others before or after you: lav. jurghiys pores 

“Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include’size,“shape, details 

of all parts (bill “eye “head,“neck,“back,vwing, vtail, “throat,“breast,vbelly, und
er 

tail,vlegs, feet). Also mentionYvoice and behavior. 

Th bit wa 5 clearly a shorebird ¢ Jone jeg avd joug neck. The brd stood an 

eotimoted 16-18" wher wmpared fo nearby willed S , Godaitf and numero peeps: 

the tvd continued to fea puite actively shile ue observed 4, The bivd dd not 

call while we were elbserving if, 

Ths beds neck, back , wilds and fail were ail a° uniform mottled brown 17 

rolo™ The breast, belly ava throat were matly ulite with some Lown streatkip 

evterdiva dou to tig fegs ard below the uid. The legs were bleach in Coler ax 

Were hn estimated 7-8" jong: The bi ds brlf was also biack and was at fegst 

dwice The length of the tead. Te oill was distineHy dourieveved. From fhe baze pf 

tie bell a dark stipe eichended +hrowai Fe e¥e and to tix back of th hea . 

: Beiow the dack eve stripe war a ubite cheek pata. Phove tH dari eve stripe 
/ 

wasa whife stripe wsendio te the back ef tbe head, Te bird hed a dark brown 

coun duvded by a pattow apy re sirpe doun tle center of tHe coun, 

/ 

Similar species and how eliminated: Separated tem God
ait $ avd Wille ¢ by the long 

dounward curved bill and the oAvet head pattern Sepaated fare Ibis by the strongly 

marked heed and the mottitd blown, celor o- s rd. Separa-ed Sporn bong- billig Curlew by 

wach shorter bill and tle sieray matted heads : 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identificat
ion? /c 

ee 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give Jighting. distance (how measured), and optical
 equipment: 

Ost al eguipwen ft consi ste Dyshnel! 7*29 Enaxlors avd a Bavsth aod lounb 20x felescof €, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: _ a vals ie. ri a Fa) ne d 

wove S€ey WharsielS on th _£oT roagt ceroles L faut Seen qu fe aq Tew Coduits aa 

Willets tn. Tewa and J iave set This betyee coe 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
Nationa seogra ph tc Secre ty E:sid Guide to The Byrras of infin freerica « 

How long before field notes made?__ Vold this form completed? 2 .u/3 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



-Middlewestern Prairie Region oY AX 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

Whimbrel one 

1. Species 2. Number: 

3. Location Hendricksons Marsh, Story County, Iowa 

4. Date: 13 Kay 198h 5. Time Bird seen: ?s1o to 7285 PM CDST 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Qn Sa ao iF .- Ae i ee ee et ae a ERY page Ss i a i emu 
SYrown $ iZe€ 2 Ry ee Me oY) pga lee Oo be = ano. wnamnicre ¥ ExOG DaGsvL. Gacn OLner Sever: 

bill lon: Vit iy downturneds 
oill up over eyes lite 

le of top of head. Weontt 

7. Description of voice, if heard: nob hoor: 

8. Description of behavior: =;21:ine around probing in mud 

9. Nabitat - general: = mersh & shallow leke 
specific: spent most of time in mud flats; eventually went into shallow water 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 
Marbled @ Hudsonian Godwits bills turn up instead of down 

11. Distance (how measured)? 100 ft at closest 3 zuess 12. Optical equipment: 

20 x 60 binoculars 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

sun to west, bird north of me clear 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

saw Whimbrel in same area lest spring 

15. Other cbservers: 
; seen by Steve Dinsmore previous days; heard _— others Saw it next day. 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? ye 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this —_— 
A Field Guide to the tirds - Feverson 

19, How long after observi is bird did you first write this description? 1 hour 

Sf{gnature J 

Date: 97 Maw 192), ‘ ae State: dimes. Tosa 

(over)


