
Records Committee, lowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 04/02/99 

Laughing Gull Record Number: 81-BD 

26 Mar 1977 Classification: NA 

Coralville Res., Johnson Co., IA 

N. S. Halmi 

Halmi 1977 

DOCUMENTATION [obtained 1999, not reviewed] 

Halmi, N. S. 3/26/1977 

REFERENCES 

Halmi, N.S. 1977. Sight record of a Laughing Gull by the Coralville Reservoir. IBL 47:64. 

Field Reports: IBL 47:59 

VOTE (1981): 6-III, I-IV 

lll, Description appears diagnostic -- especially wing markings. 

lll, single observer. 

lll, Careful observer who was well aware of rarity of this species. 

lll, Single observer sight record, single occasion. Description seems OK. 

lll, Well described; unexpected mature of observation well- appreciated. 

[see next record for continuation, record reviewed as 85-b]



Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/19/93 

Laughing Gull Record Number: 81-BD 
26 Mar 1977 Classification: *NA 
Coralville Res., Johnson Co., IA 
N. S. Halmi 
rereviewed during revision of state list; IBL 47:64, 56:43 [was 85-b] 

REVOTE: 5-IV, 2-V [see previous record sheet] 
‘V, Rosy color makes it sound like a Franklin’s Gull.’ 
‘V, Fits first summer Franklin’s. No features described to 
indicate that shape, bill, leg length, etc of Laughing.’ 
‘IV, Very possibly a correct ID but more details on items like 
bill shape, grayness in tail or very careful attention to the 
tips of primaries as well as the "window" areas would be very 
helpful. ’ 
‘IV, Would be interested in Nick’s comments based on current 
literature. ’ 
‘IV (Halmi), III (Stiles), Halmi’s sighting is almost certainly a 
lst spring Franklin’s. Size is the only criterion which could fit 
a Laughing Gull, but without comparison this is subjective. 
Stiles’s sighting has three points supporting Laughing Gull 
identification: Direct comparison for size; longer hood; and lack 
of white wing bar. Stiles record is barely passable.’ 
‘IV, Could be III if shape of bird better described. Some 
characters suggest Franklin’s (rosy hue, incomplete hood). ID 
depends (Franklin’s) (comparing black-hooded ages only): (1) White 
tipped primaries (lst year) (Laughing: never shows white); (2) 
dark-centered tail (adult) (Laughing: tail immaculate); (3) rosy 
hue on breast (adult) (Laughing: not rosy); (4) rounded head, 
chunky appearance (flatter head, attenuated appearance); (5) 
rounded wingtips (pointed wingtips, long wings); (6) short, 
straight bill (long drooping bill--culmen decurved). Description 
has some Franklin’s features: rosy hue, described as "very 
faint"; hood incomplete (" a few white specks"). Also Laughing 
features: tail pure white, no white on wings.’ 
‘IV, Sounds suspiciously like Laughing, but size is the only 
field mark that looks useful.’ . 
REVOTE (at meeting, 5 Oct 1985): 5-IV, 2-V



Middlewestem Prairie Region 

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, <entucky, Ohio) ¥/-Fp 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT 
RECORD. 

ly cocies Leateghingp Cale 2. Number: ! 

Creel: de Resevoir, Jehasen Ce. 3 Location Ganey Beact , 

4. Date: 3/24/1977 . 5. Time Bird seen: 3: 30 Peo 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the 

to the diagnpstic characteristics, plumage, and beak and sheets coloration, in acdition, 

but igclude ed wnat 

7. Description of — if ee 

8. ar & 4 bytes +h yl 

9. Habitat - general: 
specific 

lO. Similarly Gut 74 a ar % ted by arbep } 6, 7 on bback 

ech A ad yon 
CAAT 

ty Piaget ; oo 
ll. Distdnce as aseunen ae i . 12. Optical equipment: » 

7x 35% 7 Tinsid Arscules 
Lx Tete. aM oe) és r ange on exe sun in relatio to soo: d you) 

2 i ben rbceder biel: 70 te -20° 
h Pateen Leerpad rienc pu Prive bes a at Crees eu S ies: 

levy Vpaaaen tay a) exal Cre sink ay 

15. Ot ——— 
0B at 974 

16, Did the others 2 a your identification? \ 
Deeb 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 
A a eae 

tions and advice onst ted, ct Mean did th se, Cenad. this de ewe : , 

sel pitta 8. Bis gs $b 

ong after spect # ne thi ied did you first write this description’? ar Ayr. 

ie A/a City, state: OW CTY, (Ay SRAKO 

18, Books, illust 

SFandal 

e
e
 

(over) 



I
a
i
n
 
ca
st
s 
o
n
 

a
t
h
,
 

‘alternate interpretation by those who observed the bird 

summary Of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

Of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

US
 

SrPcLiets: Laugming bull 

DATE SEEN: 24 March 1°77 

Site OF OBSERVATION: Johnsan County 

OBSERVERS: Wick Hala 

DATE OF REVIEW: October 1965 

METHOD GF REVIEW: Committee discussion 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: V es 

COMMENTS: In light of the much improved information regardif be 
identification of gulls which is available today gieh: 

Committee re-evaluated this record. , “Sige 
The possibility of a first-year Franklin’s Gull could aes, 

ruled out by the Committee, based on the published infor mat ieee: 
The details were somewhat equivocal, nowever. Indicating - eee st se 
Franklin’s Gull were the rosy hue seen, as well as the. incom 
hood, the latter characteristic of a first year Franklin's Gap 
Features Indicative of Laughing Gull were the immaculate * tale 
and the complete absence of white on the wings. A4irst yearn 
Franklin’s Gull may show a small amount of white in the wingast< 
tips. Other information which would have been helpful was ase " 
direct size comparison with other gulls, some indication of the? 
Size of the bill, and the overall size and shape. af, the bees 
itself. as 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information 
available to the Committee and should not necessarily preciu 

firsthand. = 
Any action may be reé-reéviewed upon submission of additional 
evidence. : 
Explanation of Classification: pe 

Ii labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording 3 
avallable for review by the Conmittee | 2 

Il: acceptable sight record documented independently by 3° 
more observers 

Ill: acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers. ou 
IV: probably correct record, but not beyond doubt ae DS 

Se Vi record with i nauldecient evidence to judge’ bn 
Vii probably incorrect identification, escapee, or a 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by 

unacceptable record. aad 

Six Of Seven Committee members. 
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Halmi, N. S. 
Reservoir. 

1977. 

¥/-Fp 

Sight record of a Laughing Gull by the Coralville 
Iowa Bird Life 47:64. 

e 

Sight record of a Laughing Gull by the Coralville Reservoir - On the afternoon of March 261 was scanning the northern shore of the Coralville Reservoir at Sandy Beach for gulls. Ring-billed Gulls, mostly adults, were very numerous (over 100) and active. About 10 Herring Gulls, half of them immatures, were also present. As I walked back toward my car, disappointed about not having seen more unusual species, I saw a black-headed gull which had alighted on the sandy shore while I was looking away. It was next to a Ring-bill, and my first impression was that it was not as much smaller as I would have expected a Franklin’s (let alone a Bonaparte’s) to be. Its hood still had a few white specks, and the incomplete eyering was evident. The bill and legs were almost black, with a slight reddish tinge. The underparts were white, with.a very faint rosy hue; the tail was pure white. As I got to within about 60 feet, I was paying special attention to the di- agnostic wing pattern, expecting to see a white band separating the subterminal] black spot from the rest of the wing (Franklin’s Gull), or a large white triangle (Bonaparte’s). When the bird flew, however, I noticed with great surprise that the only white on the wing was along the trailing edge, and that the gray of the mantle blended gradually with the black of the primaries. As the bird rose, no “‘window”’ at the base of the tip of the wings, as characteristic of Franklin’s Gull, was evident. I reluctantly had to conclude that I had seen an adult Laughing Gull, in almost fully developed nuptial plumage. The lighting was excellent, with complete but no heavy overcast diffusing the sunlight, and my angle of vision was favorable. Woody Brown’s Annotated List puts the Laughing Gull in the hypothetical category for Iowa, on the basis of a March 25, 1941 sight record by B. F. Stiles at L. Manawa, Pottawattamie Co. IBL Vol 11, p. 36, 1941.). Bent mentions an earlier Iowa record (Blencoe, October 10, 1894). Thus this appears to be the third Iowa sight record for what the guidebooks describe as a Strictly coastal species. Exam- ination of the recent literature indicates that this categorization is no longer ten- able. There have been reports of inland stragglers from Colorado, Nebraska and South Dakota. Purusal of Am. Birds for the years 1972-76 reveals 62 records for the midwest (Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri, Ohio and Michigan), with evidence of nesting in Wisconsin. The dates range from April 16 to November 18, both extremes being Chicago observations. In connection with an August 28 sight- ing in Waukegan, Lawrence Black asked whether these birds had come from the Atlantic via the St. Lawrence Seaway or from the Gulf of Mexico along the Mississippi. The pattern of observatons Suggests the former explanation for most of the occurrences along the Great Lakes. It is much more likely, however, that the 6 Laughling Gulls seen near E. St. Louis, Illinois on April 27, 1973 were of Gulf origin. 
Like Stiles’ 1941 signting, this one was unusually early. The bird he described also was in nuptial plumage. It may be pertinent that strong southerly winds, up to 30 mph, had brought warm air (max. 70 degrees F) to our region all day March 25 and 26, and that this Spring, contrary to expectations, has witnessed an early arrival of a number of migrant species (for example, a Franklin’s Gull in full nuptial plumage was seen by Pete Petersen on February 27 in Davenport). N. S. HALMI, R. No. 6, Iowa ‘City.


