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Ferruginous Hawk Record Number: 84-23
25 Oct 1984 Classification: NA
east of Laurens, Pocahontas Co., IA

*J,. Carlson, *R. Harms

IBL 54:111; 55:58, Wilson 1988

DOCUMENTATIONS

Judith Carlson (25, 26 October)

Ronald Harms (25 October)
LETTERS

Kim Eckert to Kent (see below)

William S. Clark
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 54:111

Records Committee: IBL 55:58

Wilson, B. L. 1988. Records of Ferruginous Hawk in Iowa. IBL
58:95-100.

VOTE: 3-III, 3-1IV, 1~V ;

III, A puzzling pair of descriptions, key point seems to be
feathered tarsus on bird that wasn’t roughleg. Rufous (not clear
where) and white on wings (where?) suggestive but again not clear
where.

IV, Almost convincing. Lightly barred feathering on legs is
best mark described. Reddish-brown patches seen by Harms are not
well described as to location. White patches on back and wings
described by Carlson could be a Red-tail unless specific location
noted. The documentors did not see the same marks and lack
experience with this species.

III, I give both (Laurens and Liscomb) III, albeit
reluctantly. I doubt that many birders are aware of tremendous
variation in Red-tails, many have white heads, tails, wing
patches and unstreaked underparts. Laurens bird seems more
definite with feathered legs being seen, although that can depend
on position of legs. Liscomb bird not seen as closely.

V, Red-tailed Hawks can be very light on belly and have light
patches on upper parts of wing. Feathered tarsus could be a
mistaken observation.

IV, This bird may have indeed been a Ferruginous (’looked very
much like the one in Gladys Black’s flight cage’; ’feathers went
down to feet--no bare leg was visible’) but overall the
descriptions are not convincing. No detail on age of bird,
position of wing patches, color pattern in flight, etc.

IV, I’d like clarification--drawings? Where was the white on
the wings and back? What is meant by ‘reddish-brown patches below
and above the wings’? Probably a Ferruginous; eliminating the
Krider’s -Red-tail is the challange.

OUTSIDE REVIEW: I sent these documentations to Kim Eckert and
this is his reply (tk): "Harms/Carlson record is unacceptable.
The only mark they mentioned that suggests Ferruginous is
’feathering went down to feet--no bare leg was viable.’ However,
this was only noted while the hawk was perched on a fence post.
Any and all hawks (Buteos, anyway) when perched this way may only
have their feet showing and the legs will be concealed by the
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belly feathers. Unless the observers can reassure me that they
could see the entire leg below the body and that the feathers
covering the tarsi were not belly feathers, then I’m not
convinced. Also, the ’‘white areas on back’ suggest Red-tail; Red-
tails, Krider’s or otherwise, normally show white markings on the
back and upper wing surface."
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i DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa y4-23

What species? FeL&uc/;//de_g ,é/n,ul.: / Mpa How many? /
Location? Z #les FEack L Avker: Tp on Hwey (O
Type of habitat? Road Diteh Topeh Linve S Ladee FAR 4 Grtove

7 ,0'3® ias
When? date(s):_/0/ae /%¢ time:is) s wS to_ &oss”

Who?your nanie and address: T e i lSo W €r 2 8*7’6’? L Audons

others with you: Pe {\Duuc A RBeRPms 3,2 West Gaeluly LAurews Ly
othersbofeuse—mr—afberyout ~. /.0 (ap/s e PRy bovy (P Lawkesr

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (b1]1,‘gye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, bellyv, under
Lail, ieys, Teer). A1SO mention voice and penavior.

'(-'“7‘ Wwhite froadod frwk wtw Qsrk NARRow {‘3" SJ'Etpg_. Throst (iut
#wé f)lya Wér )"_,’ %"M-‘ u}.l o~ THue L-‘Jé-(}v\?.&f gﬂﬁﬂn.tﬁ\. thy ,(/7st "M"_f
A wase Lulfxf.,\. Coloe- Qleo while fleac ov bfcld W-!Mjs. This Howk
wis Ho Siae of ¢ Ked Taded ootk o Shakty Lacges . 1o FlqhtThe TA: |
Qud Mot Fowewsd ot bake A &[ Liels fe Aﬁ‘-‘“/‘ £lew ;4«.047
o ufui.(;[, gldt. hu’—l"-ﬁ C!lguf PGS'LJ&( WA@/“ /?’&LJ "
M 51.m.fﬂn, +9 R"‘J -T/J;( 5 EW'; f—'ﬂ-*l‘lﬂms UJ.I/VJ I.\gwﬂ

wh s L-mcl.zr'—

é-‘loh we Cwu Ubf' Ye

Loweb foct weas wtls '
To keer -No beee Litj whs Uik b/

Similar species and how eliminated: ’Rxé Ted abe Dankea + Shodien 0o AppsRane
Oz psy - Semaller,Phdices oo Bace aml Rye StRpr wilew jhlouwer « Fowns o
an&h que,-ré Danker all suer ow o/t

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /Vl

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give Iighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
p}-Su:f.c-d Setlie o Cewe Poek Mou, [lluuw About 20 ¥t Rww ot Qbat < qysgPM
obgeaded For vty Shoaf- Cetiod pf TFhie. \Wept on To ARlore & fﬂl”‘i-?an-'w!ﬂm-s Abeau! w0 M

Laten Beth v we Dbhgon o= Biad v Grove pNeed m bias! flq""--rl;;al\- & ¢ n e,

Crom Gd:- TRea “Tos 4'1;]#(*‘4_ wh:[,du.u- -ﬂ’-riju"{"“-ﬁ‘- L R0 f Fo- 30 m . ﬁﬁd/ f/f-u
Previous experience with species and similar ones:

/’f’ﬁzeams Crpetiene Muie Sgeces — Bal I'a Famidon w bl tiost of th éﬁnff’cw.»l}

References and persons consulted Iffore writing description:
I‘ éﬂ (“(,}41 MJlbl"’ M‘f"‘fﬂ- 6”; - f
How long before field notes made? 50 -4« fh s this form completed? "% 7

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa -3

What species? ééttgld/'nag: A/a .«./_/F How many? /

Location?_ /Zcohohlms  (oxnTy

Type of habitat? Agsm olove
rd
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When? date(s): /¢ -2 5y -, « time: & . /5” to &£ 20 =
Who?your name and address: &1;////5,-», Ky Ao wtens , Lomwe SO55Y
others with you: Tal 74 Lot /fen FES - %'S /0 (o)

others before or after you: 4, . e

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Similar species and how eliminated: M Dbands o4

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /fé

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Aear san dowt , 257 yds, field 9/dsses.

;e
Previous experience w1thjpe<:1es and similar ones: Lsofe d Fery pmwch !

The one in GChdys Blacki Fllgh? cage. . .
References and persons consulted before writing description: &//“l "Bad e Tersors

How long before field notes made? this form completed? &£ J 4!'3- g
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