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REFERENCE 

Records Committee: IBL 57:78 
Wilson, B. L. 1988. Records of Ferruginous Hawk in Iowa. IBL 

58:95-100. 

VOTE: 2-1V, 2°V, 3°-Vi 

VI, (1) There is little evidence in the description of size 
and shape, "Hawk, Buteo size and shape." (2) There is a very 
tenuous link between this observation of perched bird and one 
seen a week earlier in flight and thought to be the same bird. 
(3) If it was the same bird, the mention of dark legs on the 
flying bird indicates an adult. If so, the head on this bird 
should be light, not dark as described. (4) The description of 
legs which "appeared to be feathered, but not very evident in 
perched position" is tentative. (5) Following is the opening 
sentence of the description of a Ferruginous Hawk from the 
National Geographic Society field guide: "Rust back and 
shoulders; paler head; white tail washed with pale rust." This is 
almost contradictory to the description in the documentation. 
This documentation is entirely consistent with Red-tailed Hawk. 

VI, If the bird had dark leg feathers as postulated, it would 
be an adult Ferruginous and should have had red in tail, rufous 
on back and wings, white rectangular patch on upper wing, massive 
head and beak, and long wing profile. No mention is made of 
patagial stripe and lack of belly band does not exclude Red-tail. 
The dark head and back with white flecking suggest Red-tail. 

V, This possibly could be a Ferruginous Hawk but the 
documentation as I read it does not rule out Red-tailed Hawk. If 
the observer got a good enough look at the legs to say that they 
appeared to be feathered, then he should also been been able to 
see if the leggings were dark in color. Carpal bar coloration or 
mention of window in upper wing was not discussed, important 
field ID points to leave out in this species. I have seen several 
Red-tailed Hawks that would come surprisingly close to fitting 
this documentation. Where is documentation by Marj Heusinkveld 
and Julius Dudey? ; 

IV, Not enough information given to eliminate red-tailed hawk. 
In particular, no mention of whitish dorsal wing patches and not 
enough description of rusty leggings to rule out shaddow effect, 
etc. More detail on size, shape, and flight characteristics would 
have been helpful. 

VI, I think this is a Krider’s Red-tail. Eliminates 
Ferruginous: "dark head;" also "dark vee" can appear on pale 
Red-tails. No info on flight pattern, wing pattern, etc. 

IV, If the bird was seen well enough to tell it probably had 
feathered tarsi, then the dark legs and flanks should have been
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seen if it was an adult. The bird seen the week before sounds 
like an adult Ferruginous but can’t be this same bird unless 
something has been left out. Color of upperside of tail is 
impossible to tell from underneath.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

eet: Fo a 

DATE SEEN: 2-/—J¥6 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: pM bon AZo. 

DATE OF REVIEW: ~- 3-97 

METHOD OF REVIEW: (4% verraacl 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: / / 

COMMENTS : Me . A pear ores 0 a fe yA 

wee atoll — —T cFanae a 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Species EZERRUC WOVS Maw K 

Location [iziwe Cove Anes, KArIK RW LAKE Areanerse Covwry 

Habitat Felcuep im Laréee The€ py GRove Nexr re Lake ara BUN 

Date(s) Fe@euary '- /GGG@ Time G: a4 o Tie 

Name and Address Bcc HevsiKVELD, EGYo e Fak. CeurEeRViteg . Lows S25Y¥ 

Other observers MART Mrevsin LyELD | 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, 
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, 
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. 

Haw K Bureo Sv2E€ And SHAPE, Egrlemety WNITE SPELLY Wit 

No Ment of A CBeccy Band, DARK Heap. with Some WATCE HK EECKI NE 
sNews wehiw (7 TeanmeD ITS HEAD, Tait was WHITE 74 SmokY Cynden S102) 

Brek Was DARK, Some WWITE FLECKING SHawED MW WINE WHEW 177 

RAISED ITS Wine, LEGS APPEARED To BE FeuTWERED BuT Net VERY EVENT 

IW PERCMEO Fosirtom. 
Tis 18 Betitved To Be The Saree BRO TWAT was Seen By TwEe ShMe 

oBscnverns A week LAEIIER WHEN (7 WhS FLYING AND THERE SeemED To GBF 
A suentsy PInkis 4 CAST F0 THE TAle wire wie AT SHE (PASE, VERY WiiItfé 

vW¥ OLA S10E WITH BLrAcCk WING TIAS. MARA Got A ClimPs€ OF THE Daa Vee oF THE LECS. 

Similar species and how eliminated: THE 8/720 — Also Seen SFyonAat 

Z ~« 2B Times BY Svuers Tobe, wWke 
Reo. (ats - ge eg pad PARTICULARY DéScCRIBE OD TKE 

comPceré AACK o “eo, DALK VeE oF THe Lees, 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? W/o 

If yes, explain: -- 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured) ;* and optical -. : 

equipment: Goop SumeighT, Yi ME EsrimaieO, 20K 4S DPoTTMmée SCoPE. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ors of ExPlence WITH 
Reo Tares, Nor Too Much WITH FERRUG/INOUS, Saw THEM SOME 

References and persons consulted before writing description: OUT WEST, 

How long before field notes made? Zamzco:arezy. How long before this form 

completed? 7 HovRs 


