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DOCUMENTATION

Bill Heusinkveld
REFERENCE

Records Committee: IBL 57:78

Wilson, B. L. 1988. Records of Ferruginous Hawk in Iowa. IBL
58:95-100.

VOTE: 2-IV, 2-V, 3-VI

VI, (1) There is little evidence in the description of size
and shape, "Hawk, Buteo size and shape." (2) There is a very
tenuous link between this observation of perched bird and one
seen a week earlier in flight and thought to be the same bird.
(3) If it was the same bird, the mention of dark legs on the
flying bird indicates an adult. If so, the head on this bird
should be light, not dark as described. (4) The description of
legs which "appeared to be feathered, but not very evident in
perched position" is tentative. (5) Following is the opening
sentence of the description of a Ferruginous Hawk from the
National Geographic Society field guide: "Rust back and
shoulders; paler head; white tail washed with pale rust." This is
almost contradictory to the description in the documentation.
This documentation is entirely consistent with Red-tailed Hawk.

VI, If the bird had dark leg feathers as postulated, it would
be an adult Ferruginous and should have had red in tail, rufous
on back and wings, white rectangular patch on upper wing, massive
head and beak, and long wing profile. No mention is made of
patagial stripe and lack of belly band does not exclude Red-tail.
The dark head and back with white flecking suggest Red-tail.

V, This possibly could be a Ferruginous Hawk but the
documentation as I read it does not rule out Red-tailed Hawk. If
the observer got a good enough look at the legs to say that they
appeared to be feathered, then he should also been been able to
see if the leggings were dark in color. Carpal bar coloration or
mention of window in upper wing was not discussed, important
field ID points to leave out in this species. I have seen several
Red-tailed Hawks that would come surprisingly close to fitting
this documentation. Where is documentation by Marj Heusinkveld
and Julius Dudey?

IV, Not enough information given to eliminate red-tailed hawk.
In particular, no mention of whitish dorsal wing patches and not
enough description of rusty leggings to rule out shaddow effect,
etc. More detail on size, shape, and flight characteristics would
have been helpful.

VI, I think this is a Krider’s Red-tail. Eliminates
Ferruginous: "dark head;" also "dark vee" can appear on pale
Red-tails. No info on flight pattern, wing pattern, etc.

IV, If the bird was seen well enough to tell it probably had
feathered tarsi, then the dark legs and flanks should have been
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seen if it was an adult. The bird seen the week before sounds
like an adult Ferruginous but can’t be this same bird unless
something has been left out. Color of upperside of tail is
impossible to tell from underneath.
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Co., 21 Aug 1936. Top: banded gray lail is beginning to turn red near
om: feathered larsi
Photos by T. H. Kent.

Immature Ferruginous Hawk, lowa
the white basal area. Note large black spots on while greater upper lail coverts. Bott
with dark spots (arrow) compared lo Red-tailed Hawk above with unfeathered larsi.

lowa Bird Life, Fall 1988
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Ferruginous Hawk flanked by two Red-tailed Hawks. Compared to the Red-tailed, the Ferruginous has a
large head and beak, wide gape (mouth), light cheek withou! malar line, and dark eye line. University of
Jowa specimens. Pholos by T. H. Kent.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation

by the Records Committee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: Fnpnnirone) ol

DATE SEEN: 2—/—5¢

SITE OF OBSERVATION: s Z¥hiuns Wi,
OBSERVERS: MW

DATE OF REVIEW: </~ 5—27

METHOD OF REVIEW: L4Z- sve. rmall
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: |//

; %,4 %ﬁ&w/zf?g/mrw;éﬂ
| %,gﬁw?}?,%@éﬁw%
A/@ .

COMMENTS:

4wfkf

sz ded Sus

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Exp]anat1on of Classification:

I = lTabeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1ng available for
review by the Committee

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa

Species Ferrve movs //ﬁ“”(

Location /?c;z.:.pva: Cal/e' Aﬂ_e‘d; EIN_&W Aqk(,, AP#’A-U”SE (E'puurr

Habitat PzﬂCHﬂ: N Lapes Thel Cﬁavr Nexkr 7o Lake EGTA’F(M/

Date(s)__Feéevary I/, 1584  Time 0¥ to  Giu5

Name and Address 757¢¢ //eusmkV[LD, E¥o . }?sr?ev‘ ('[yr;-.éll/zzzv‘ JowA S5y
Other observers MARrRT NEUSMH:’F&'LD

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. inclu:'le size, shape,
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

/L/Aw K, Barzo Sr2E AwD SKAPE, E yriemery WNITE GeLLy (win
Lo Hinr oF A TeclY Bawd, DARK Hrap wirk Sime WWIre FLEckrvs
cNowiwé WHER (T TVANED ITS HEAD, Ta,0 wuas wWiire 73 Smoky Cywoean '5/0‘;)

Backk was DARK, Some WHITE FLECKIRG SHED N WNG wied 7
RASED 1TS Wi , LEGS APPEARED 7o BE FEAWeRep FuT NoT VEAY EVADELT
N Peeyeo Positrol, :

TH/S /5 8!"59‘(0 To Be THe 54/'7‘ Zep TANAT WA; Serw g) rﬁ”[ <M

CBsVERsS A WEEN LAFLIER WHEN [T WwWAS FLYING AuD THERE Seemeld To B
A Secigurey Pinkrs W CAST To THE TAiL wirw wHTE AT THE [FASE, pyery WwihiTs
VW DEN SI0E WITH Beack WiNE TIRS, MARL GsT A GCLmPsSE OF THE DARK VeE oF rHe LEGS.

Similar species and how eliminated: THE B/mD w‘?s ALse Seen SEyenrl
Rep. Taie Ecimwaree 3% Trmes BY dveiws TodET whe
E"A - fF Getry Pawp ~ PARTICULARY DESCRIBeo THE
GLM”-’-E/;! /.’;-_ ’ Drek Vee oF 7#c Lrss,
g cp AL,

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain: - -

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured); and optical- ,
equipment: Goop SvwiicHT, Vig MHUE ESrmaieD, 2 o0x 45 SPorrimé ScoPE,

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Lors oF ExPlcwce WiTH
Reo Tares, Nor Too MucH WITH FERRUG/INOIS, SAw THEM Soml
References and persons consulted before writing description: ouT WEST,

How long before field notes made? Zmmzom7zey. How long before this form

campleted? g Hovrs




