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VOTE 1 A-D, 6 NA 
NA. Very suggestive, but not very detailed description. What 

was location and shape of "primary patch"? Faint wrist comma mark 
was mentioned but what did patagial area look like? Many of the 
features noted sound very much like Ferruginous Hawk but there is 
very little description of the rest of the bird. Again, this is a 
good observer and reasonable description but brevity of 
documentation makes one wonder how well bird was seen and this is 
a species that should be seen and described well. 

NA. Tough call. While this record could be correct and despite 
the experience of the observer, the details are thin. The absence 
or presence of the patagial area was not mentioned, although this 
is not necessarily diagnostic. White primary patch was observed, 
but not described. Finally, hovering can be consistent with 
Ferruginous (but rare: Wilson, IBL 56:4), however, any raptor can 
give appearance of hovering when hunting into wind. Wind speed 
and direction not noted, so no way to judge. 

A-D. I can find nothing in this description that does not 
support Ferruginous. 

NA. I think all the features described could just as easily 
fit a Rough-legged Hawk. A better description of "primary 
patches" would have helped. 

NA. Description is suggestive--white below, dark above with 

white in primaries. Wing shape could have been described in 
detail. Should have white at base of tail. I saw bird in this 
area at about the same time, but was too far away to identify it. 
I wish I had made notes. Why didn’t the other observers document 
this bird? 

NA. Several things bother me about this sighting. White 
primary patch mentioned but not location of this white patch or 
its shape. Shape of this patch very important. Lightness or 
darkness of patagium not specifically mentioned. Body shape not 
mentioned. Attitude of wings not noted. I cannot say for sure 
that this is a Ferruginous Hawk. Not enough details in some key 
areas. 
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