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Prairie Falcon Record Number: 88-16 

6 Nov 1988 Classification: NA 

n. of Marshalltown, Marshall Co., IA 
*B. Proescholdt, *M. Proescholdt 

IBiL, SS<id, #7 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Beth Proescholdt 
Mark Proescholdt 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:12 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 

VOTE: 3-A-D, 4-NA 

NA. See Hawks (Clark and Wheeler) for problems with imn. 
tundra race of Peregrine. Note how this form on plate 23 is 
nearly identical to Prairie Falcon on plate 22. This description 
fits either species and confirmation of presence or absence of 
black axillaries is necessary. 

A-D. Light brown even coloring of the upperparts is diagnostic 
of this species. 

A-D. Good description of a large, pale falcon. The 
"sandy-brown" upperparts, rusty tail, and lack of dark helmet or 
sideburns describe Prairie Falcon. Also, the date is more 
indicative of Prairie Falcon, rather than Peregrine. 

NA. Distinction from Peregrine Falcon based on light color and 
lack of helmet. I- don’t think this is enough to separate from 
immature tundrius Peregrine. 

A-D. Without a description of the diagnostic black axillaries 
I am not convinced that this might not be a light colored F. 
peregrinus tundrius or possibly one of the various color phases 
of the Gyrfalcon (who knows for sure). Coloration is fine but 
with such a fast and fleeting glimpse I can not say for sure that 
this is not something else. 

A-D. This bird is regular enough not to require documentation. 
NA. No indication that Gyrfalcon considered, despite several 

references to size and powerful appearance. Date somewhat 
puzzling. Probably a Prairie, but at the date seen, more 
consideratiuon of other possibilities would have helped the 
documenttation be more convincing. 
SENT TO: Beth and Mark Prescholdt, Liscomb, IA



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa SS-1G 

What species? Kea: vr, € La Loon How many? | 

Location? ONC- Ka | £ MN Te. orth a C Mars ha ( [to wsr 

Type of habitat? wl in $a rm/an d I hh ehing Lowa River 

When? date(s): We Vem ber b IEE time: 72/03 to J/O'0@ AM 

Who?your name and address: Beth Proe scho ld aa L ) SS0omM b Lou 

others with you: Ma rk a ne choldt 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Goring Not th out of Mavshalltewn L Sp thed a lavge 

faleor speeding toward ut, 24 the Strong 
NV w) Winds Hh e. 

bird was \yst Going with the wind , tail spred d, 9 Sailin 

fast, Much 406 lavge for a Kestrel or Meclrn it faced US 

Momentary! , WAS AWAY at our side, then inte the sun 

¢ ONIS @ Si) Nouetke ag j+ disappeared over the treelhne at 
the vivev, Tinice ;4 banked and showed a very Waoht 

Sandy-brown back, head v wings (much too light to be an 

Ae Matuye. Peregrine) eit nnd NO helmet, — Ver though 

it Was rmpe ssi ble to ey black axillars the very 

light coloring (as We, had Seen on all the Prairie 

Ha leon s wwe Nave n° $2 Conui'n ced us it had do be 

Q bees’ Vosie Faleon Cu) not a Meregvine, 

Similar species and how eliminated: kestre | o Merlyn _ this bird Much 

Hoo /avge tor that. Peregrine - this by rq was 4oo Aght 

dolaved ‘+e bea Peregrine + 7 # had No helme 
Did any one disagree or have feservations about identification? 1\O 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Var tly cleudy, Sun behind us at first closest distance — 30’ 
Ausdi\", do’ avove us - binoca lars - aAVvkon F% ZO 
Mer/s experience with species and similar ones: 5 le strels, Sev era 

rc evil ns 4 Fevedyi'nes,.— @ sew Pra) 
References and persons¢consulted before writing description: 197) 

How long before field notes made? Qk once this form completed? Ns U/, 6/9 Ba 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa F¥- G 

What species? Praiwnie Fea con How many? | 

Location? “Te 6+ Neth out ot Marcha/Heun — C Marshall Guinty) 

Type of habitat? Open fre lag uct ca@ht aleng the Tawar River- 

When? date(s): AJou: b, 14 eg time: —e (0:06 am, 

Who?your name and address: Max Proeschol dt, ii Grubs | Teu-Aa_ 

others with you: Beth Proeschaldt 

others before or after you: None. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We were just leaving Marshalltown when Mem spotted this large 

hawk Corin wQ dountd us, at Was a light Sandy b OU lasxcg2 -£a Icon wit 

on unwacked 4ail ate , 4, large. falcon about Rexsegrrine, Falian s IZ? . bog 

Wis much eo big for a $ Keshel. t+ had ne pecegnwe helmet ov 

sideburns look hat we could See. tm sure we should lave seem Hat 
if 

oc quice and its back, wings, and head en-the -epside were all light brown in 

Colo, + thot the Glocelion ew-the nck’ was similar 2s that of a huge # lestel, 

I+ wos facing US momentarily and ~then 
headed QwWwry Ye the. SE. st T. lad a Lot 

glimpse at -the undersides, but it Was just a bck hlux thon, St uns off to owe 

Sde fer ao bit and thon we had enly ao silhouette as it wewt away Kem us, We 

Chased after it hut vever saw it again. ots fail was spread nn the wind as rt 

| Source d aud -the underside of the al boked custuish Mike the underside of am adult 

Redlailed Wasi Jail, the -fail was unbavvred , We didut see it Flap re Wings ence but just 

Soaxed im the sheng MW. winds of 25-30 mph, Seand chy im a row x Rerce AW winds 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

ack, head, and wivas and would have a distinctive. helmet or sidehurns “ook. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If lain: os Wish oo Could Wave Seow it Re jest ew kit mere 

yes, explain: whem jit whiyged ley AS i Close 3 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Stnmy deh, Sum behind us and then +o owe sides, Good viewing, Niskwces estimated — 
Bo yards away at fest, YO feet ovechead, 30 feet Quay at the Chest, ended uf 
axound Me mile qway at +he end, i. 8x FO Bineculars., 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

lave seom Prawie Falcons out west aud many Perogrines by now, 

References and persons consulted before writing description: — 2 id 

Field Guides —R-T Peterson, Robbins, Aatl, Se0q., Arduben Master Guide. Haws im Flight. 

How long before field notes made? Right awory this form completed? Mov, 6, IFgg 

and Seme were 2 hens later. | 
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 


