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Peb, 28, 1981
Dear Tom,

This is a long, drawn-out account e Rathb -
billed Thrasher. Pete may want to cut a lot of it. I think
as I read 1t over that I am trying to alibi for not checking
1t out sooner.

Lu-‘." iy

I guess the outstanding feature of this winter's’ie the
large flocks of Mourning Doves and Robins that wintered over.
Twice in January I saw flocks of approx. 60 Mourning Doves.
The other flocks have been smaller, one of about 25 last
Thurs.

On Jan. 9 the Bobins moved into our town. Iveryone was
czlling to report large numbers in their y4ard. We counted
27 at one time in our yard. The large numbers stayed about
two weeks (until they'd stripped the flowering crabs, no doubt),
and then gradually dispersed but not entirely. We have never
been without two or three around. Unfortunately a single Robin
willl drive off my flock of Waxwings from the apples I keep out.

My theory 1is that this large group of Robins was slowly mi- ke
grating South. Because it had been such a good fruit summerb%ﬁfiiﬁLu
and because of the open winter they were in no hurry to zet o)
South.

I have had 2 female White-winged Crossbill at my feeders
for a week. We had been on vacation (neighbor boy keeps the
feeders filled), and she was here making herself right =zt home
at all the faeders when we returned last weekend. Her overall
shape end size is surprisingly like the female Purple Finch,
but her splashy white wing bars, more subtle streaking, yellow-
ish tinge and the profile view of her beak makes for easy
ldentification.

As you know, we've had a good winter at the Lzke with
nany wintering waterfowl, at least one Snowy Owl, Snow Buatings
and several Bzld Ezagles.,

We've had large flocks of Purple and Gold Finch at the feeders,
& few Pine Siskins and a persistent Yellow-bellied Szpsucker!

I was so glad you got to see the Thrasher after your long
drive.

As ever,

W@aﬁ“



The Curve-billed Thrasher at Rathbun

In September.a friend, Jinnie (Mrs. Bob) Drum, mentioned
thzt she had a strange gray, lonz-tailed dird in her yéard.
Her home is on the north shore of Lzke Rathbun--a 25-mile drive
from Seymour. I suggested it might be a Motkingbird and told
her to look for white wing patches. - The next time I saw her
she zssured me it wasn't a Mockingdbird--I sugzzssted other Dpos-
sibilities such as Townsend's Solitaire. Then I was gone for
a month and Christmes intervened before I saw the Drums =azain,
but they still hzd the bird. Jinnle reported it was getting (7)
mottling on its breast and had an amber-red eye. I asked her
to check the lenzgth of its bill, and she czlled to say it wa
es long &as the distance on through its head. She never did
mention the decurved Dbill, bt W e e sunie Sy o ThaT LL lmao oo Gt -
Ll d Thraodin

By this time I was making trips trying to see thg birq,5~ .
and finally on January 28, I had & very good look,”“ﬁt came -
first to the Drum's asparzcus bsd wher:s it woried in under the
dead folisge seeming to use its long bill more then its feet.
Then it flaw to a perch nezrby (it has never ezten a2t thelr
feeder) and sat for sometime so thzt I was eble %o observe
that it is indeed zray, grzy (absolutely no brown or taupe)
with mottling of = darker gray on its breast. The eye is very
red, and the bill not as curved as the bird books show. The

belly is creamy-white with rich buffy colorinz on the flanks.

The white on the tips of the outside tail feathers is evident

only when it flies and then only as a "hint"*, I feel this bird
Te beczuse

is & plunmper bird than our Brown Thrasner, but it may ©e
he hzs his feztners fluffed more in our cold weat

Other birders who ware unsble to see him in the Drum's
yard and who went T~ Ths brusny area toward the Luke =l9Wuys
reported thst they heurd him valore taey s.uw 4im--21iz Dpro-
digious scratching seecs Lo have pzid off how2var, as he nhss

survived two snowstorms with no hel
to pe alien hzbitat.

from anyone in what has

ba I g

I think the bird book picture that lookxs the most like
the R=thbun bird is the one in Tane Audubon Socity Field Guide
to North Americzn Birds.




