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A-D, Despite some differences in the description, I believe
this is the same bird as 92-18.

A-D, I agree that Semipalmated is eliminated, and that this is
either Piping or Snowy. Call and absence of white rump supports
identification as Snowy. Supportive is the presence of
unmistakable adult at same location three days earlier.

A-D, The small black bill, central dark tail, and whistle are
strong marks for this species. A basic-plumaged bird at this date
strikes me as unusual. The field guides (NG, Peterson, Robbins)
all indicate that the sexes are alike in breeding plumage,
although NG shows slightly more brownish head and neck marks on
the female. Hayman et al. (Shorebirds), Prater et al. (Guide ot
the Identification and Aging of Holarctic Waders), and Chandler
(North American Shorebirds) all show a sex difference and Hayman
illustrates geographic variation in this world-wide species
better known as Kentish Plover. We learn that the bird in
question had "no black or dark markings on its crown, neck, or
ear patch." Does this mean that it had markings or not? Hayman
illustrates Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus (USA, Caribbean) with
the areas that would be black in the male as concolor with the
rest of the upperparts in the breeding female. I conclude that
the bird seen by the Proescholdts was most likely a breeding
plumage female.

A-D, Dark area through upper tail coverts on this pale colored
plover is diagnostic for this species.

A-D, Details provided for a non-breeding plumaged Snowy
Plover.
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