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Ferruginous Hawk Record Number: 93-HQ 
Feb 1977 Classification: NA 

Lucas Co., IA 

Roosa and Bartlett 1977 

REFERENCES 

Roosa and Bartlett 1977 
Wilson 1988 

VOTE: 5 NA 
NA, no detail according to Wilson. This was in Roosa’s 1977 

raptor survey report. I do not have a copy of it./thk 
NA, (copy attached) -- no details provided. /wrs



Wilson, B. L. 

(cont) 

Ferruginous Hawk Records for lowa Through 1987 

1988. Records of Ferruginous Hawk in 
Iowa Bird Life 58:95-100. 

Iowa. 

Date County Reference Comment 

25 Jun 1901 Black Hawk DuMont 1933 specimen lost? 
before 1907 _—_Linn Anderson 1907 detail, Clark- 
4 Nov 1914 Wapello Spiker 1924 dead bird, no detail 
17 Sep 1917 Woodbury Stephens 1918 mounted, no detail 
2 Apr 1919 Keokuk DuMont 1933 2, no detail 
7 Dec 1919 Story Stoner 1920 specimen, no detail 
3 Oct 1921 Woodbury Stephens 1930 mounted dark female 
23 Nov 1921 Plymouth Stephens 1930 mounted female 
28 Mar 1923 Keokuk DuMont 1933 2, no detail 
17 Mar 1926 Buchanan Pierce 1930 no detail 
6 Jun 1929 Polk DuMont 1929 2, detail, Clark- 
13 Apr 1930 Buchanan Pierce 1930 no detail 
29 Mar 1934  Dallas-Perry DuMont 1934 2, detail, Clark- 
29 Mar 1934 = Dallas-Long Pond DuMont 1934 2, no detail 
9 Apr 1934 Dickinson DuMont 1934 detail, Clark- 
11 Apr1934 Clay DuMont 1934 no detail 
17 Apr 1934 Emmet DuMont 1934 detail, Clark- 
20 Mar 1936 Woodbury Stiles 1946 no detail 
21 Aug 1936 lowa Univ. |A specimen 29674 See photos 
2 Jan 1939 Johnson Johnson 1939 3, detail, Clark- 
13 May 1946 Dickinson/Emmet Musgrove et al. 1947 no detail 
8 Sep 1946 Polk Stiles 1946 no detail 
1 Oct 1951 Fremont Brown 1971 no detail 
31 Dec 1954 Grundy IBL 25:10 detail, Clark+ 
3 Nov 1962 Adair Petersen 1962 detail, Clark- 
1963 Marshall IBL 34:10 no detail 
1963 Cherokee IBL 34:20 no detail 
26 Dec 1966 Bremer IBL 37:6 no detail 
26 Dec 1970 Page IBL 41:13 detail, Clark- 
17Dec 1972 = Story IBL 43:4 no detail 
28 Oct 1973 Page IBL 43:104 7, detail, Clark+ 
28 Dec 1974 Bremer IBL 45:8 no detail 
Feb 1977 Lucas Roosa and Bartlett 1977 no detail 
27 Oct 1977 Pocahontas Gilmer et al. 1985 road kill, banded 
27 Oct 1977 Page doc, IBL 47:144 
Feb 1978 Harrison IBL 48:70 detail, Clark- 
3,7 Feb 1979 Johnson/lowa doc (2), IBL 49:24 Clark- 
26 Dec 1980 Fremont doc, IBL 52:42 RC(80-27)-, Clark- 
26 Oct 1983 Page doc, IBL 54:38 RC(83-31)+, Clark+ 
22 Sep 1984 Marshall doc, IBL 55:58 RC(84-24)+, Clark- 
25 Oct 1984 Pocahontas doc (2), IBL 55:58 RC(84-23)-, Clark+ 
23 Dec 1984 Tama doc, IBL 55:58 RC(84-34)- 
28 Mar 1985 Cherokee doc, IBL 56:44 RC(85-03)- 
29Sep 1985 Story doc, IBL 86:44 RC(85-16)-, Clark+ 
1 Feb 1986 Appanoose doc, IBL 57:78 RC(86-06)- 

IBL citations are for Field Reports, Christmas Bird Counts, Bird Banding Summaries, and 
Records Committee Reports in lowa Bird Life; doc = documentation on file with Records Com- 
mittee; no detail = no description of the bird; RC() = Records Committee (record number); Clark 
= William S. Clark; + = accepted record; - = record not accepted. 

Reports since 1970 were all from fall and winter (September through 
February). Most were from October (5), December (5), and February (4), 
months when this species is expected. Of course, other hawks, including 
Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamacensis kridert), also migrate through and 
winter in lowa during these months and may be confused with Ferruginous 
Hawk. 
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SUMMARY OF. 1977 IOWA WINTER RAPTOR SURVEY a ue 

The first of planned annual statewide winter raptor surveys was met 

with enthusiasm by more than 50 amateur and professional Iowa birders. 

The data reported by these birders were good, although uniformity of 

reports is needed since the individual methods of reporting varied 

widely from vague narrative description .of a survey to well drawn and Ae 

colored habitat maps with each raptor sighting mapped. A standardized = 

- £ield form will be presented at the end of this report. | 

. Reports were received from 36 townships in 25 counties and seven 

breeding bird census routes (Numbers 006, 007, 013, 014, 029, 030 and 

034). Breeding Bird Route locations are shown in Figure5, One township © 

was surveyed in each of 22: counties, two townships were surveyed in each 

of two counties, three townships were surveyed in Marion County and 

eight townships were surveyed in Story County. | 

Figure 1 maps the distribution of the survey reports. Over half 

were received from central and northeast Iowa, five from northwest Iowa, 

seven from south central Iowa, and one each from the southwest and 

southeast corners. , , 

In all, 230 raptors (208 hawks and 22 owls) were observed in the 

statewide survey. Counties reporting the greatest number of raptors 

were Winneshiek, Fayette, and Black Hawk in the northeast, Marion, Iucas 

and Madison in south central, Fremont in the southwest, and Monona in 

west central (Figure 2). , 

Although a greater number of townships surveyed per county would 

seemingly yield more raptors per county, very little relationship occurs — 

between Figures 1 and 2. There is also little apparent relationship an 

between raptor numbers and weather conditions apong those reports which 

noted weather conditions. Not that raptors are unresponsive to weather, 

but the important factor in the numbers and distribution of winter 7 

raptors in Iowa is habitat; those counties reporting the greatest number 

of raptors have greater amounts of trees, water, and corresponding edge 

habitat. 

- Other factors possibly affecting raptor numbers and distribution 

according to the survey are: (1) the number of observers surveying a 

township,’ (2) the thoroughness or speed at which a township is surveyed, 

and (3) the capability of the individual observers. 

The total number of raptors observed statewide is broken down by 

species and township in Table 1. Diurnal birds of prey comprised 90% of 

the total 230 observations, while the more nocturnal owls comprised the 

remaining 10%; one shrike was observed in Story County. Red-tailed Hawks 

numbered 130 of the total 208 hawks recorded. About 60% of these were 

- adults, many of which were observed in pairs and were probably residents 

of those areas. Only 4% were inmature, since mst inmature Red-tails 
migrate south; the age of the remaining 36% was unnoticed or not recorded. 

American Kestrels were the second most common raptor observed, with 
most recorded in the northeast and southeast portion of the state. 
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ae M vegies County: and one in Appancose County; one Cooper's Hawk was recorded : 

: “ since these large buteos are common to the western plains.
 According to ee 

- the 1971 Annotated Bird List of Iowa by W. H. Brown, only five previous.
 

five of eight reports from Story County reported observing no ae oe af 

The single reports, each from Lyon and Wapello counties reported one owl — 
and two hawks, respectively. The counties with the greatest variety of - ay 

- raptors (i.e., the Fon teat aes of raptor ae were. ‘Black Hawk : 

fhe ote oO spe pe Hawks were a elnes third. ana | approxinately an eal number 

alte oe tes Saar and cay Pees hawks were observed. 

- County in 1962. Only the first of these ue aes were .in May, the 

recorded, one each in Black Hawk and Marion Counties - 

Few other hawks were aes four Northern Harriers, ‘three in: 

in Boone County; .nine Bald Eagles, | four along the Missouri 

. | River in Fremont County, one near the Missouri River in Plymouth County, a ae 

one in the Pella area in Marion County, and three in Allamakee Comty = 7 

near the Mississippi River. Wintering Bald Eagles are commonly observed © 

near 8 ae of the Missouri and “siamese vies tt Rivers which remain ice- 

_ te occurrence of twp Ferruginous Hav in'Lacas Comty was mexpectely 

sightings of the hawk in Iowa exist: Dickinson County in 1946, Polk 

County in 1946, Fremont County in 1951, Grundy County in 1954, and Adair 

others were in fall or winter. 

hy The Great Horned Owl was ae most aE eed owl and was 

recorded in eight counties throughout the state. ‘Two Snowy Owls were 

‘ 

“The most depauperate counties were Lyon, ‘Wapello, Cherokee ia 

Story. ‘The single report from Cherokee County (Silver township) and 

- 

Bk + . _™--e . ye ‘ me. « 

Ce ee ‘gt meer ee om e see ome wom Fer ier - 
and Marion Counties. a 
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Black Hawk Co. , 7 
S| ~ ee i = » | (Bennington) 

= i od wo | oiloe Row) 3 

Cerro Gordo Co. 

~ ~ (Grimes) 

Cherokee Co. 

° (Silver) 

Dallas Co. 
w (Washington) 

Des Moines Oo. 

on oe ©» w | (Danville) 
A , 

Fayette Oo. 

a ~ |e 1 « | (Auburn) 
ke 

oN) 

Ployd Oo. i 

Ww X) w (Rock Grove) 

‘ Fremont ©. 

S| “lw S | (Scott) 

Hancock Co. 
eo ~ w | (Ellington) 

~ ‘i Lucas Co. 
wl lod vy oN (Warren) ' 

poe 

a“ 

N 

Lyon Oo. ‘ 
= wie (Sioux) 

a Madison Co. 
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e | (Pleasant Grove) in 
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a an 3 Monona Co. 
(Kennebec) 

a Monona Co. Seer arene ene es 

(Maple) 

Plymouth Co. 
(Sioux) 

Polk ©. 
(Elxhart) 

Polk Co. 
(Madison) 

Sac. Co. 
(Wall L., Viola) 

Story ©. 

Story Co. 
(Palestine) 

Story Oo. 
(Indian Creek) 
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(Nevada ) 

Story Co. 
(Milford) 

Story Co. 
(Lafayette) 

Story Co. 

(Howard) 

Story Co. 
(Collins) 

Wapello O. 
(Agency ) 

Winneshiek Co. 
(Bloomfield) 

Wright Oo. 
(Grant) 


