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VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA 

NA, This could be a Red Knot, but length of bill appears more 
Suitable for Short-billed Dowitcher which also have a line 

through the eye and brown streaked backs. Red Knots have more 

"scaled" appearance on the back. Since the bird was not seen in 

flight, no details are given of rump color, tail pattern, or wing 

stripe. Also no information on bill shape or leg color. 
A-D, Despite observer modesty, a convincing id. 

A-D, I think an alternate plumaged adult could still be 

present on this rather early fall date. 

A-D, Sufficient for Red Knot probably beginning to molt to 

A-D, adult in alternate plumage. 

A-D, I think this description is fine, despite observer's 

reservations. Other red-breasted possibilities eliminated (Curlew 

Sandpiper, Red Phalarope, Am. Robin). 
RE-VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA 

A-D, I did some checking: in Hayman's Shorebirds, Killdeer 

bill length is given as 18-23 mm making "twice as, long as 

Killdeers" 36-46 mm. Red Knot is given as 29-38 mm, just into the 

range of twice Killdeer bill length. So I'm convinced. 

A-D, I don't think anything else about this description 

indicates dowitcher, nor do I agree that he description of bill 

length "twice as long as a Killdeer's" suggests dowitcher. I 

can't imagine an experienced birder confusing the two. 

A-D, NA suggests that bill length is more suitable for 

Short-billed Dowitcher. The bill length is described as 2 times 
the length of a Killdeer. This should eliminate even the shortest 
Short-billed Dowitcher. 

A-D, We have here a documentation by a good birder who, by his 

own admission, did not see all of the details desirable. He did, 

however, consider the possibility of a dowitcher and dismissed it 

because the bill was too short. I believe that any Iowa birder 

who would even think of a Red Knot has enough shorebird 

experience to recognize a dowitcher. Consequently I will stick 
with my original vote. : 

A-D, There are only occasional July records from Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, and Illinois, although Minnesota and Wisconsin have 

had records earlier than this one, and early fall birds are in 
alternate plumage. The date would be typical for an early 

Short-billed Dowitcher. The bird was seen at 50 feet with 10x 

binocular by an observer who has seen Red Knots in Iowa. I cannot 

read anything into the appearance of the upper back. Bill lengths 

for Killdeer are 18 to 22 mm, Red Knot 32-34 mm, and Short-billed



Dowitcher 51-65 mm. (Prater et al. 1977. Guide to Identification 

and Aging of Holarctic Waders). Twice the length of Killdeer bill 
is better fit for Red Knot than Short-billed Dowitcher. On 
Short-billed Dowitcher the white supercillium is more prominent 
than the dark eyeline. Also, one would expect that the markings 

on the underparts of a returning dowitcher in alternate plumage 

would still be evident. Thus, based on observer judgment, 

eyeline, bill length, and lack of breast markings, I think that 
Red Knot is OK. 

NA, NA comments raise points which, together with the record 

early fall date of the sighting, engender enough doubt for me to 

change my vote.
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