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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Pete Ernzen (4 Sep), 401 Taylor, Ida Grove [2/23/95] 

Babs and Loren Padelford (5 Sep), 1405 Little John Rd., Bellevue, NE 68005 

Ross Silcock (5 Sep), Box 300, Tabor, 51653 

Harold White (5 Sep), Emmetsburg 

Lee A. Schoenewe (5 Sep), 518 W. 4th St., Spencer 51301 

Peter C. Petersen (5 Sep), 235 McClellan Blvd., Davenport 52803 

Thomas H. Kent (6 Sep), 211 Richards St., lowa City 52246 

Jim Fuller (6 Sep), 6 Longview Knoll NE, lowa City 52240 

Don Pogensee (7, 10, 11 Sep), Lake La June Estates, Ida Grove 51445 

Mark Proescholdt (10 Sep), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 

Beth Proescholdt (10 Sep), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Reid Allen, 5 Sep, P-0422 

Don Pogensee, 10 Sep, P-0423 (IBL 65(1)cover) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 65:15 

Records Committee: IBL 65:81 

Photograph: IBL 65(1) cover (P-0423) 

Ernzen, P. 1996. Long-tailed Jaeger in Sac County. lowa Bird Life 66:26-27. 

VOTE: 7 A-P | 

A-P, Even a xerox of these photos is great! 

A-P, It doesn’t get much better than this! Great photos! 

A-P, Excellent photos show length of central rectrices to be great; this alone is enough to 

eliminate Parasitic Jaeger.
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cited. I requested verification on 10 reports of morc casily idenufied species that were 

scen at unusual dates. | reccived uscful additional information on cach of these 

sightings, which will be placed on file. The date was incorrect for two of the reports, 

which suggests that other dates in Ficld Reports may be incorrect. It would be 

helpful if contributors specifically review their reports for dates that secm oul of linc 

before they send them in. Also, if you spot an incorrect date in the Field Reports, 

report it to the author so that a correction can be published. 

All reports were received on time, which is greatly appreciated. The quality of the 

reports was excellent, and some provided an unbclievable amount of data on fall birds 

in lowa. 

CONTRIBUTORS (* = DOCUMENTATION ONLY) 

Dick Bierman (DBi), Cherokee; Dennis Carter (DeC), Decorah; Jane R. Clark 

(JRC), Clive; Raymond L. Cummins (RLC), Centerville; David L. Dankert (DLD), 

Cedar Rapids; James J. Dinsmore (JJD), Ames; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Ames; 

Chris Edwards (CE), North Liberty; Bery Engebretsen (BE), Des Moines; Peter 

Ernzen (PE), Ida Grove; Carolyn J. Fischer (CJF), Mason City; *Charles R. Fuller 

(CRF), Burlington; James L. Fuller (JLF), lowa City; Douglas C. Harr (DCH), 

Larchwood; *Terry J. Hulsebus (TJH), Denison; James Huntington (JH), lowa City; 

Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City, NE; *Maridel Jackson (MJ), Ankeny; 

Thomas N. Johnson (TNJ), Mystic; Matthew C. Kenne (MCK), Algona; Thomas H. 

Kent (THK), Iowa City; Darwin Koenig (DK), Ankeny; Sharron R. Laub (SRL), 

Rippey; Babs K. Padelford (BKP), Bellevue, NE; Loren J Padelford (LJP), Bellevue, 

NE: Marietta A. Petersen (MAP), Walnut; Peter C. Petersen (PCP), Davenport, Beth 

Proescholdt (BPr), Liscomb; Mark Proescholdt (MPr), Liscomb; *John Rutenbeck 

(JR), Burlington; Lee A. Schoenewe (LAS), Spencer; Jim Sinclair (JSi), Indianola; 

Dale Stone (DS), Lake City; Dennis Thompson (DT), Johnston; Ed Thelen (ETh), 

Spirit Lake; John Van Dyk (JV), Sioux Center; Phil J. Walsh (PJW), Des Moines; 

and Hank Zaletel, (HZ) Nevada. 

211] Richards Street, lowa City, [A 52246 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER IN SAC COUNTY 

PETER ERNZEN 

On the afternoon of 4 September 1994, my 3 1/2 year old son, 
Joshua and I were bird watching at Tomahawk Marsh 2.9 
miles north of Lake View in Sac County. Tomahawk Marsh is 
divided in half by county road M68. After viewing both sides 
of the marsh,I decided to concentrate our efforts on the west 

side. We drove to a gravel road that borders the north boundary of the marsh. While I 

was viewing several ducks and a Common Moorhen, my attention was distracted by a 

car hom on M68. Looking in the direction of the noise, I saw several Great Blue 

Herons flying west. Much to my utter amazement the distinctive form of a Long- 

tailed Jacger followed the procession of Great Blue Herons. The two features that 

were immediately recognizable were the two long pointed tail feathers and the 

distinctive diamond-shaped tail. In flight the bird appeared to be medium gull sized, 

but flew tern like. 

26 lowa Bird Life, Winter 1996 

‘Uw 
| followed the bird in fight until it landed on one of the many muskrat dens in the 

marsh. ] immediately observed the bird for about 15 minutcs through my spotung
 

scope. The following featurcs were observed as the bird rested: gray 
body, white 

chest, black bill, and black crown that camc to a point on the 
back of the head. 

Knowing the rarity of this specics in lowa, | decided to attempt to get a closer 

view of the bird. I was able to approach to within 15-20 fect. In addition to the above 

details, ] was able to discern an inch-wide patch of yellow wash below the ey
e that 

extended in front of and behind the eye. When the bird flew, | returned 
to my car and 

raced home to report my finding. 

On 5 September, Tim Schantz relocated the bird at the southeast co
rner of Black 

Hawk Lake five miles southeast of Tomahawk Marsh. The bird stayed 
in the area for 

the next 10 days, thrilling birders from lowa and surrounding states. 
Interestingly, on 

the same day an immature Sabine’s Gull was also located 
in the same areca. For the 

next several days, I fielded calls from around the state as to where and if the bird was 

sull around. 
This is only the second sighting of this arctic species in lowa. The prev

ious record 

was of one collected near Lone Tree in Johnston County in 1907 (And
erson, Auk 

25:215, 1908). This is the most common of the jaeger species i
n the arctic, but, 

because of its highly pelagic winter preferences, it is the least encountered of the 

three jaeger species in the interior, with only 34 other sightings in t
he lower 48 

states (T. H. Kent, personal communication). 

401 Taylor, Ida Grove, 1A 51445 

PROBABLE BREEDING OF BLACK-HEADED GULLS IN 

NORTHWESTERN IOWA 

STEPHEN J. DINSMORE 

At approximately 11:25 a.m. on 2 August 1994, I stopped at 

the northwestern end of Spirit Lake in Dickinson County. A 

number of gulls and terns were resting on a rock jetty south of 

the road, just south of the lowa-Minnesota state line. Among 

the gulls was an adult Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus), 

recognizable by its size, blood red bill and legs, dark hood, and very p
ale gray mantle. 

I watched the bird as it perched on the jetty for 17 minutes, when it flew and 

disappeared to the southwest over Spirit Lake. The bird was slight
ly smaller than 

nearby Ring-billed Gulls and was generally a longer, more slender gul
l. The long 

legs were bright red. The bill was dark red, slender, straight, a
nd pointed at the up. 

The bird still had a well-defined dark brown hood, although there w
ere numerous 

white flecks, especially around the base of the bill and on the forehea
d. The neck, 

breast, belly, undertail, and uppertail were white. The mantle was ver
y pale gray, the 

same color as the upperwings. The wing pattern was as follows: in
ner primaries and 

secondarics and their coverts were pale gray, outer primaries and 
coverts were while, 

black tips to at least the outer six primarics, undersides of inner primaries black,
 

underside of outer primary white. The wings extended well beyond 
the tail up when 

the bird was perched. : 

A short time later, at approximately 12:10 p.m., I stopped to scan a small flock of 

gulls resting on an island at the Kettleson Waterfow! Production Arca 
(WPA) on the 

west side of Spirit Lake. After a few minutes, | found a very strange looking gull 

Vol. 66, No. 1 
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NOCUMENTATTON FORM 177 4 94-37 
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. ‘Include 
size, shave, details of all parts (bill, eve, head, neck, back, 
wing, tail, throat, breast, belly undertail, leas, feet). Also 
mention voice and behavior. 
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AY-37 

Babs & Loren Padelford 

1405 Little John Rd. 

Bellevue, NE 68005 

Documentation for Long-tailed Jaeger 

Date: September 5, 1994 

Time: 9:30 ~-9:45 

Location: Black Hawk Lake, Lake View, Sac County 

Description of bird: Adult plumage. The bird was seen only 
in flight. It had very long, slender wings, and two long 

feathers extending from the center of the tail. The bird was 
dark above, with black wings, black tail, and white 
underneath including the chin, neck, breast and belly. Top 
of the head was black or dark brown. The size was difficult 
to determine since it was not observed with gulls, although 
there were Ring~billed Gulls on the lake. It seemed to be 
abouth the size of a Ring~billed Gull. It was observed 
diving on a Black Tern and was much larger. 

Behavior: It soared up into thermals like a raptor without 
flapping its wings. When it had gained altitude, the flight 
resembled that of a Magnificent Frigatebird with wings bent 
at the wrist. It gained altitude over land south of the 
lake, and then flew north over and around the lake. 

Distance from bird: 100 yards to approximately 1/4 mile 

Equipment used: 10x42x Bausch & Lomb Elite binoculars, 

6x25 Bushnell Custom Compact binoculars 

Light conditions: Cloudy 

Other observer: Roland Barth, Omaha 

This documentation is being written on 93/5/94 partially 

from notes taken at time of sighting.



44-37 
Iowa Rare Bird Documentation Ross Silcock, | iL | 

| PO Box 300 

SPECIES: Long-tailed Jaeger (adult) Tabor, IA 51653 

OBSERVERS: Ross Silcock, Babs and Loren Padelford, Peter Ernzen, Jim Sinclair, 
Rollen Barth, and others. 

DATE OF OBSERVATION: September 5, 1994 

TIME OF OBSERVATION: About 10 am for about 15 minutes 

DATE OF REPORT: September 5, 1994 

LOCATION: Extreme east end of Blackhawk Lake, Sac County. 

DISTANCE FROM BIRD: Closest was about 250 yards, while in flight. 

LIGHT: Excellent: we were looking southward in overcast morning light. The 
sun was beginning to appear. The bird was circling at about 45 degrees from 
us varying from about 250 yards to about a half mile. 

OPTICS: I used 10 X 40 Optolyth binoculars 

NARRATIVE: I arrived at dawn at Tomahawk Marsh, where Peter Ernzen had seen an 
adult Long-tailed Jaeger the previous afternoon. After looking there 
unsuccessfully for about an hour, I, along with others, went to Blackhawk 
Lake, hoping to find the bird there. We were unsuccessful, but did find a 
Sabine’s Gull. We returned to Tomahawk Marsh, again gave up there, and 
returned to the east end of Blackhawk Lake, where we were met by Peter Ernzen, 
who told us that the Schantz group had just seen the Long-tailed Jaeger. We 
soon located it in flight, soaring in circles as a raptor would soar on 
thermals. It continued this flight pattern for about 15 minutes, covering the 
east end of Blackhawk Lake and about a half mile or more eastward over 
farmland, then returned to the vicinity of the lake, where we lost track of it 
(the call of the family on Labor Day! ). 

IDENTIFICATION: This bird was approximately Ring~billed Gull size in very 
general terms (no gulls were near it in flight) although its body was much 
slimmer and its tail was long. At one point it chased an immature Black Tern, 
appearing to be almost twice its size, although the tern was not dwarfed. 
Upperparts were dark greyish black, including a cleancut black crown, with 
primaries and trailing edge of the upperwing somewhat darker than the rest of 
the upperparts. No white could be discerned in the primaries. Underwings 
appeared uniformly dark brown. The pointed central rectrices were about twice 
as long as the rest of the rectrices. Underparts were creamy white to 
offwhite, including the cheeks. In flight from below it resembled in shape a 
long~tailed Mississippi Kite, although at other angles the wings were seen to 
be carried in arched fashion, not unlike those of a frigatebird, a look 
enhanced by the long central rectrices. From what I saw of this bird, the 
only feature that I consider highly suggestive of Long-tailed Jaeger was the 
absence of visible white in the primaries, although the darker trailing edge 
of the upperwings is considered significant by Harrison ("Seabirds"), as is 
the lack of a breastband. I believe that an adult Parasitic Jaeger in similar 
plumage would always show at least some white in its primaries. I do not 
think that the central rectrices’ length alone could be considered conclusive 
on this bird for Long-tailed, but they are certainly suggestive. The general 
jizz was slender, relaxed, and masterful in the air, characteristics of Long- 
tailed Jaegers I saw off the coast of Washington. It was being dive~-bombed by 
numerous swallows.
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94-37 

Species How many? Lon'G -TAILEO JAecER - | AdOucT 

Location?_ TomAHAWIc MARSH AND BLACK HAule LAKE , SAC Coury 

Type of habitat? mARSH ANO LAKE 

When? date(s): 95/44 Time: Joys Aa — (AS PMG SIGHTINGS (nv THS Time Paws 
Who? your name and address 
LEE A. SCHOEN EWE sis WwW. yf S7- SPeweet., 0. S730 / 

Others with you WANCY ScHoENEWE , HACOLD WH (TE 

Others before and after you EUGENE ARmSyRoNG; Pim thE ALEN : PeTe feTERSon , ET AL 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 
breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and , 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
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Exo BiNacULARS , 20x-6d% ScoPe 
Previous experience with this species and similar ones: A/OVE 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
HARRISON - SEAbieos ; PETERSEN - GasTeRn BiRos- AS - MASTER Guile TO BikbinG 
How long before field notes made? /MMEDIATELY 
this form completed? ¥ A&s- 

Mail original form to field editor for this season.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Species: Long-tailed Jaeger; Number: 1 adult 

Location: Black Hawk Lake, Ida Co., IA ° 

Date: 6 September 1994; Time: 6:45 to 7:45 a.m. 

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246. 

Others before/with/after: Found by Peter Ernzen on 4 Sep, seen by many; Jim Fuller and Dick Tetrault with me. 

Habitat and circumstances: Natural lake about a mile long and a half mile wide. 

Description of bird: 1 spotted the bird on the water more than half way across the lake. It was picking insects off the 

surface. The dark black cap, white face, neck, and underparts, and dark mantle were quite obvious. It was about 

50% larger than a nearby Pied-billed Grebe. It was a slender jaeger with relatively thin bill. The long wispy tail 

that extended about two inches beyond the primaries was seen better later when we were closer with light behind 

us. The tail was all dark. We observed the bird in flight several time over the lake and later over a silting pond. 

The upper wing surface and back appeared uniform dark brown-black with some white showing on the leading 

edge of the primaries. Jim saw a darker trailing edge to the secondaries with slightly lighter secondary wing 

coverts. The underwing was somewhat lighter. The wings were rather long and pointed. There was no white at 

the base of the primaries from above or below. There was no belly band. When we were at the silting pond to the 

southeast, the jaeger flew over and flushed the many gulls and shorebirds that were there. 

Voice: Not heard. 

Similar species: The shape, pattern of dark and light, and flight were all indicative of a jaeger. To me the bird 

appeared small and slender compared to what I would expect for Parasitic or Pomarine jaegers. The lack of white 

in the primaries and lack of a belly band fit Long-tailed, not the others. The long streaming tail, of course, seems 

to obvious to mention. 

Any one have reservations?: No. 

Light: Mostly behind us; Distance: 150 to 500 yards (estimate); Optics: 20x scope, 10x binocular. 

Previous experience: I have seen many of all three species, most recently at Nome in June 1994. 

References before/after viewing: 1 looked at the National Geographic Guide once after the initial spotting of the bird. 

Time of notes: during observation; Final typing: 2 days.



DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD % 4.3) 

a4 
SPECIES: Long-tailed Jaeger (Adult) 

LOCATION: Black Hawk Lake (Sac County) 

DATE & TIME: 6 September (6:40-7:45 AM) 

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240 

OTHERS: Discovered on 4 September by Pete Ernzen. With me were Tom Kent and 

Dick Tetrault. Many observers saw bird from 5-14 September. 

BACKGROUND: Pete Ernzen reported the bird to the Iowa Birdline on 4 

September. The location was Tomahawk Marsh. On 5 September, Tim Schantz 

relocated the bird at Black Hawk Lake about 2-3 miles south of original 

location. We arrived early 6 September, and Kent found the bird sitting on 

the lake surface in the southeast portion of the lake. We watched it on the 

water and flying off and on for about an hour. 

DESCRIPTION: The bird was never very close to any other gull, but did 

appear to be larger (longer) than the Ring-billeds that were in the area. 

It was also rather dark, sleeker than the gulls, with long and pointed 

wings. Specifically, the bird had a dark cap and side of face that included 

the eye. The bill appeared dark, and rather small. The underparts were 

white on the breast and upper belly, and lacked any streaking or bands. The 

lower belly and undertail appeared darker. At one point, when the bird was 

flying, I could see yellow behind the dark cap. The upperparts were a 

grayish-brown color. The underwing was gray. In flight, the wings were long 

and pointed, and there was a dark trailing edge on the upperwing, and on 

several occasion thought I could see a light leading edge on the underwing. 

The tail was also brown and rounded on the end, and there were two tail 

streamers that extended beyond the tail several inches. However, they did 

not appear to be nearly as long as did those on breeding birds that I had 

seen in Alaska. The flight was graceful, and the bird also glided for long 

distances several times. While we first watched it, the bird was picking 

what appeared to be bugs off the lake surface. 

SIMILAR SPECIES: No other adult jaeger has an unbanded chest, nor lacks 

prominent white areas in underwing. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I saw as many as fifty adult birds of this species in 

Alaska in June, 1993. I have seen immature Pomarine and Parasitic in Iowa. 

I also saw adults in Alaska. 

OPTICS & VIEWING CONDITIONS: Clear day in early morning. When bird was on 

water, looking northwest with KOWA TSN-4 telescope at estimated 500 yards. 

Also watched it flying. usually looking toward south, once as close as 250 

yards in telescope, but most often at 300-500 yards. 

REFERENCES & FIELD GUIDES: Notes prepared after returning from trip, and 

this form was typed on 9 September. National Geographic field guide was 
viewed after seeing bird during return trip.



VULUIVIENEATIUIN FURM 
* For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa GY-3 7 

What species? LONG-TAILED' JAEGER How many? —_| ADULT 

Location? LAKE VIEW, LOWA SAC COUNTY 

Type of Habitat? LAKE ; 

When? date(s): SEPT 7, SEPT. 10, & 11, 1994 * gee Oll Coy =, 5 P.M. 

Who? your name and address; DON POGGENSEE LAKE LA JUNE ESTATES, IDA GROVE, IA 51445 

Others with you: WIFE. PAM, DAN SMITH, IDA GROVE, IA. BOB LIVERMORE, BILL HUSER MANY OTHERS 

Others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed, Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

SEE PHOTOS. BECAUSE OF ALL THE .OTHERS WHO SAW BIRD AND MADE RECORDS I WILL 

BE BRIEF AND ASK TO SEE INCLOSED BLACK AND WHITE AND COLOR PRINTS. 

HAVE COLOR SLIDES ON FILE THAT SHOW THE BIRD IN GOOD DETAIL. BLACK HEAD, WHITE 

UNDERNEATH, LONG’ TAIL, SOME YELLOW NEAR HEAD. 

Similar species; how eliminated: 

LONG TAIL MARKINGS AND COLOR MARKINGS. 

SEE PHOTOS 

NO Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? 
If yes, explain: ; | 

Cd 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

EXCELLENT LIGHT, FLEW OVERHEAD MANY TIMES OVER LAKE VIEW, IOWA’ 

700 MM CAMERA LENS 

NONE oe 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
* PETER ERNZEN 

SEPT 13, 1994 How long Gefwre Sield nares made? PHOTOS ; this form eompleted? 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor ( address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 19-37 

What species? Lova-tailed Sacger How many? | adult 

Location? Black Hawk lake SP, — (Sec County) 

Type of habitat? Medium—sized lake surrounded by hemes aud then GrntPide 

When? date(s): Sept lo \99¥ time: [go am. to (50 pr. 

Who?your name and address: Mark Poeschaldt, Box 65. Cis@ubh, Feun 5SO0/YS 

others with you: Beth Proeschaldt 

others before or after you: Jim Fuller, “Tom Ket, Aan Johnsen _ many others 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We first saw this gorgeous bird sittivg on the water, 2+ had a black ap, 

o whitish neck aollox ew the back of the a | a whitish throat ond neck), grayish 

upper Wing , and black wing Kps Hut Showed while Fb ating ou “the water and 
oCasionsll 

im fight, one time whon it was Close fo “Ste, I could sac its black legs and Wet, 
de Small black bill, tte duck eye enclose d iw the black Cap, and. OK Fash of white onthe 

iwnere primaries oF the Upper Wing $ along the leading edge of the wiry. 7 

his bivd did lots of DoivG on this broegy da and landed G-S Himes or were eon 

sro water, rt wes a big bird in legit and noticeable even Fem a levg dis¥awce 

aw. A Corcmertnt Flew by and was bigger in Sige but not by foo much, it seomed, 

+ had long , poiwted Wings Hat were very narrow. sts lous fail Streamer wee: 

ver evident in Fltght the wnderwings were all dark and had vo white areas 

Hat were Showing. tt had a wedged tai | loo kf atkeud of the. tai and. hefore. the. 

dail streamer S slated. tt had araceti curves or anvches in its Wings as it spared 

around, At times in the disfince it leked <eomewhat like a Raqatebird , once it dove at 

o Riva Billed Gall and made the Guil dvop afish and the ‘peger vert after it, cet minnows onthe 

Sin lar species and how eliminated: weter, Boats did wet bether it when it was perched on 

the welor, Gou briefly ot oop. with Deus Rese), 
Cait rink of @ bird Huet would resemble a leng—ailed Taegor, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If: yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Mostly SUMmny , Saw at owe backs haa . Distances estimated — /50-200 uscd Wry 

at Rest to wile oe move Aut 0 Closest — fo yards Cw ny Flying and Floc-ti va, , — Binet 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Pre. 

SQe men at Nome, Alas . : : 
References and persons consulted before ile ge description: 
N ect’. Sega. Birds of M: AmoniCa, Robbins’ Birds of WM America, RK. T. Retersews guide 

How long before field notes made? while viewing this form completed? _ sept 24, I77Y 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa “Y4-F7 

What species? Aon G= TQi led Sa 642° How many? 

Location? Glee le Hawk hake, 1 5, sae. Go unty 

Type of habitat? fee lake fer Tiall Y edged bri th we <p = O State park 

When? date(s): Sn ak 10, /G9I¢- time: /// /0 te [i sZ 

Who?your name and re sate Bodh rae soho Idt Liscom b,-L ow 

others with you: Mark. iA eC waar 

others before or after you: /VNAWU obser Vers 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The \reger first Seen on Water Ye- Je mile gues We eou ld 

S€€@ how large it was, gee ifs giray mantle ahth black wing hips, 

White underparts, its So lid black CKD + WAyvfe Collar FA at went 

behind its head, Then it flew — Jong, Narrow Se the- like 

WINGS IN aah § E Gyre As it soared + soared ~‘all whyte 

undersides ‘ Qian) Man 4 € ca . Aderwing ae UR PRWINGS Wi fh 

large black dedges7tram us past the wri sts 
+o #7 12 "7 | 

v long black tail streamers trom Q eet ~ shaped farl, 

L 6a ne yellow on throat or breast, Legs+ vet were black (£ 

Couldn't detect the black bsil), ye soared effortless /y p Me. 

light boyuyant Flight that Long-tailed Jaegers hew
e,. “2° : 

Would digappenr north for a while, Jd then be ba ok One e i- 

dived ata Kirg-billed Gul in & \aeger thieving Factie, 
Qncein awhile as the jae ow tyded Us While sav)

 Q 

thin barof wh; te, onthe | ading edge of wings was ‘seen. 

Wonder ful bird 3 Lara S ite Jaegers — 
Similar species and how eliminated: fara rine ¥ 

| 

the hena-tailed is Sma/ler bodied, 1 uch More bauyant -— 

Ciight and it has long dar/ ¢fretmmevs 
Did any one disagree or have reServations about identification? Jo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

slightly hazy sk 9a oartially Dehindus S$. winds quite bnsk, 
heross the lake bn watev at AE miggan d Fl ing closecs fart 

P UO ders dee eh Spt 1S Gnd stritan on 3 4 ip bi nok g: Ch 

ale sen al ‘’aeders — Quité Q Few oUt okA , 
eA bath Bigg tor Soon tonsa ed oar writing description: e a gh se laa t Geoy- 

We studyed Avi efore We ter Saw the bird, o “gah 
How long before field notes made? A+ ONC this form completed? Sept, Pe 


