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Black Rail Record Number: 82-07
6 May 1982 Classification: NA

Sycamore Slough, Iowa City, Johnson Co., IA

*Tom Staudt

IBL 52:86, 53:36

DOCUMENTATION

Thomas J. Staudt
REFERENCE

Field Reports: IBL 52:56

Records Committee: IBL 53:36
VOTE: 2-III, 3-IV, 1l-Abstain

Without support from a Jim Fuller sight documentation.
Staudt’s record is just the other side of limbo.

Observer very careful to eliminate confounding influences.
Could use a documentation by Fuller

Do not know enough about the calls of this and other species
to evaluate the record.
REVOTE (at meeting, 6 May 1982): 3-III, 4-IV
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Commtittee
of the lowa Ornithologists' Union
SPECIES: Black Rail

DATE SEEN: 6 May 1982

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Sycamore St. Marsh, Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa
OBSERVERS: T. Staudt

DATE OF REVIEW: November 1982

METHOD OF REVIEW: Discussion followed by secret ballot

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: v

COMMENTS:

The committee regretfully classed this record as a IV, based
mostly of the difficulty of rendering bird voices sufficiently unam-
biguously, and on the lack of previous experience of both observer

and committee with the vocalizations of this little-known species.

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

1 = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee

1] = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
1] = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers

IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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