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Black Rail Record Number: 82-07 
6 May 1982 Classification: NA 

Sycamore Slough, Iowa City, Johnson Co., IA 
*Tom Staudt 
LBL, 32:56, 53:36 

DOCUMENTATION 

Thomas J. Staudt 
REFERENCE 

Field Reports: IBL 52:56 
Records Committee: IBL 53:36 

VOTE: 2-III, 3-IV, 1-Abstain 
Without support from a Jim Fuller sight documentation. 

Staudt’s record is just the other side of limbo. 
Observer very careful to eliminate confounding influences. 

Could use a documentation by Fuller | 
Do not know enough about the calls of this and other species 

to evaluate the record. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 6 May 1982): 3-III, 4-IV



82-7 

Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Obs
ervation 

by the Records Comtittee 

of the lowa Ornithologists’ Union — 

SPECIES: Black Rail 

DATE SEEN: 6 May 1982 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Sycamore St. Marsh, Iowa City, Johnson Co., Iowa 

OBSERVERS: T. Staudt 

DATE OF REVIEW: November 1982 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Discussion followed by secret ballot 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: = gy 

COMMENTS : The committee regretfully classed this record as a IV, based 

mostly of the difficulty of rendering bird voices sufficiently unam- 

biguously, and on the lack of previous experience of both observer 

and committee with the vocalizations of this little-known species 

The opinions expressed here are based on the infor
mation available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclude an 
alternate interpretation 

by those who observed the bird firsthand. 
oe 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of 
additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 

1 = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph
, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
, 

1] = acceptable sight record documented indep
endently by 3 or more observers 

II] = acceptable sight record documented 
by 1 or 2 observers 

IV = probably correct record, but not bey
ond doubt 

V = record with insufficient evidence to 
judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, es
capee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed 
upon by six of seven 

committee members. |



7 Sycamore Slough May 6. IGE2 : 

Black as | 52-07 

Thars oby May 6 abouT 6.32 — T-0e am 
ee sei SCrAa 

td Virginia farls Olen Lo tts ded re TY ¢ Bluch Ral papé, T 

fepeated the teed tall « tugeber of Times at Werved lagth, F407 

ORR the tapl, rearnd, and Sfavt again. AT one point LT shal bFF 

the tpl and Twit heald Thé End call of TAE Blach Rar] eal! — 

Thk down Slervéd “deo Wor really aypecting & Black Rarcf my ketsT 

peachun was fo chéok and see if ThE Pal was srril plaging- rr 

was pot ZL locked Pov sometime but had no jack rn locating Thé 

bivd. TREE was no Puvthéy yespenst te THE Fay es - 

DL menrynéd THs pnevdent to Jants Hantinjon Miler sn TAE Lac 

and Sard EF mght b& intel és td on eliibalia/ had Yo get a ¥eSfonsE YO 

thh Fapes that nigh. Kyound Jepmr fames Lalled bace Atel Sard a Black 

[ear | had b6€n 5€€n _ Fome time Ear te aT Sy camove Slough by Jim Fulley. 

Wi thain 20 m nutes James, Joan Covdell and L weré at The Shugs : 

US ing the S4amE Technique 45 Gag ltr in TRE oh y (Two of TAvéEeE ca//S 

and then a pause) Wwe StavTéd our Quls t, During TAE FoOmnutes Wk wert 

ThevE = we heard Sora, Vitgsnig Ru/S, Lessey Yellow legs Blat- winged Yea! ae 

much to our Sabshachn Two sépératé cass fvem a Blate Ral. They 

were heard approx: ma Fé || IS racnutts apart Alom fiFhlrenk lecalyons. 

The Gall, Whi don, Thowph NOT ead pets gat Aesrtnct and cimatu. 
recog 2ed, There were othir WeSferses To TRE Faye but they WVEVE hbayd 

atound. TL would say ThE Od responded bet NMEVET af proachEd auf 

lotakeon- ae | 

wilt paging the apes DT Thougat an echo may bounce beck and 

ms ited us bat L mde som Cheech and eleoming ted Thal 2085: bi hy 

As Ac as L know Tom Fuller wad nor anate of m niewdieeas J 

TYiP to Sycamore Plough. Loam submitting This iA sufpert of hes : 
GATING. This was written mag 9 1952. | | : 

Thomas Jo I7Proff


