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VOTE: 4-III, 2-IV, 1-V

IV, Probably was Prairie Falcon but not enough detail to rule
out Peregrine. Assume it wasn’t Harrier although rump not
mentioned.

III, I am disturbed that black axillaries were not seen. Light
color, date, and location may be enough to accept this record.
Enough to call the bird a falcon.

V, Were "vertical darker brown feathers" axillaries?

IV, Probably correct but contrasting axillaries were not noted
to further rule out imm. peregrine.

III, Prairie is more likely than Peregrine immature in March.
Light brown back would indicate Prairie. Narrow mustache is a
good mark (though not 100%). Too large for Merlin. Too small for
Gyrfalcon.

III, Convincing--date and location good. Axillars not seen,
but coloration well seen. Perhaps not diagnostic for Prairie, but
satisfactorily eliminates other possibilities.

III, OK? Shape. No view of dark axillars. Distance not too
bad. .

REVOTE (at meeting, 5 Oct 1985): 4-III, 3-IV
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Summary ot Review of an Ornithologic Observation
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SFPECIES: Prairie Falcon B

DATE SEEN: 8 March 1%895

SITE OF OBSERVATION: O'Brien County DR

OBSERVERS: Dick Bierman

DATE OF REVIEW: October- 1985

METHOD OF REVIEW: Committee discussion

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: 1V

COMMENTS: The main concern of the Committee was that the ¢
axillars were not seen (or described), and so the .

documentation could not be considered diagnostic. There was Q

not enough additional information given to rule out other

possibilities such as Northern Harrier, Merlin, or immature

Feregrine. These are rather remote possibilities, adnfttedly b
please see the first note below. g
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The opinions expressed here are based on the 1nformat10n
available to the Committee and should not necessarily preclude a
alternate interpretatioun by those who observed the bird ;
firsthand.
fny action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional
evidence. ‘
Explanation of Classiticalion:
I: labeled, diegnostic specimen, photograph, or racbrding‘f
available for review by the Comm ttee
I11: acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or
more observers
I11: acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV: probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V: record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI: probably incorrect identitication, escapee, or otherwise
unacceptable record.
Classification is bazsed on the highest category agreed upon by %ﬁﬂﬁﬂ'
zix of seven Committees members.
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BtRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 88

AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD
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How long after seeing this bird did I write this description:
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