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Prairie Falcon Record Number: 85-04 
8 Mar 1985 Classification: NA 

Obrien Co., IA 
*Dick Bierman 
IBL 55:62; 56:44 

DOCUMENTATION 

Dick Bierman 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 55:62 
Records Committee: IBL 56:44 

VOTE: 4-III, 2-IV, 1-V 

IV, Probably was Prairie Falcon but not enough detail to rule 
out Peregrine. Assume it wasn’t Harrier although rump not 
mentioned. 

III, I am disturbed that black axillaries were not seen. Light 
color, date, and location may be enough to accept this record. 
Enough to call the bird a falcon. 

V, Were "vertical darker brown feathers" axillaries? 
IV, Probably correct but contrasting axillaries were not noted 

to further rule out imm. peregrine. 
III, Prairie is more likely than Peregrine immature in March. 

Light brown back would indicate Prairie. Narrow mustache is a 
good mark (though not 100%). Too large for Merlin. Too small for 
Gyrfalcon. 

III, Convincing--date and location good. Axillars not seen, 
but coloration well seen. Perhaps not diagnostic for Prairie, but 
satisfactorily eliminates other possibilities. 

III, OK? Shape. No view of dark axillars. Distance not too 
bad. | 
REVOTE (at meeting, 5 Oct 1985): 4-III, 3-IV



Summary ot Review of an Ornithologic Observation 4% 

by the Records Committee | wi 

ot the Iowa Ornithoiogists’ Union Tee | 

SFECIES: Frairie Falcon gett 

DATE SEEN: 8 March 1985 eee 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: O'Brien County | ee | 

QORSERVERS: Dick Bierman 

DATE OF REVIEW: October 1985 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Committee discussian 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: IV 

COMMENTS: The main concern of the Committee was that the ~~~ 
axillars were not seen (or described), and so the . 

documentation could not be considered diagnostic. There was é 

not enough additional information given to rule out other. wr. 
possibilities such as Northern Harrier, Merlin, or. immature.< > 

Feregrine. These are rather remote possibilities, . adaixted! yy". 
please see the first note below. orgs r= 
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alternate interpretation by those who observed the bird 
firsthand. eae 
Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional .— 
evidence. er ee 
Explanation of Classification: a, See ig 

I: labeled, diagnostic =epecimen, photograph, or ree 

svat able for review by the Committee a 
Il: acceptable sight record documented independently by. > or 

more observers 

IlI: acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 siniewnin: 

IV: probably correct record, but not beyond doubt : 
Vi record with insufficient evidence to judge } 

VI: probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise 
unacceptable record. 

Classification 165 based on the highest category agreed upon by 

Six of seven Committee members.



BtRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 8 S-s 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species: PRAIRIE Falcon 2. Number: / 

3. Location: J ml, SouTthwas 0 of Caluwel] iv 

OBRIE*M epee re 

4. Date: 3° 5-f5 5. Time seen: 5:00 to F.O/ 

6. Description of size, shape, and color: CAR GE, Se9ws)7 FU 
a 

Pras sled ee as Zen? ‘thi. Pe 5 brows back 
v yY 

CHenry Taw belly w Th Veaticnl yavvexr Crewyenthoas . 

AIP COW of! ne K Car we tud on SiDX aF HWtas 

7. Voice, if heard: Wow& 
t —_ ~ P : 

8. Behavior:_Fey sno iw ASTRAletT Ling abort JS meters absve / 
Vv 

4 is pre 

9. Habitat: _orew, agricultnerl eer & 

10. Similar species: trio po» Falco) - Bane ox Ared oT wrols ewough 

menlry this pied War Sigg ee TZ ouessed port ZO" wimp span: 

Ay ees Praigti dry bask it mach ae Ken, 

ll. Distance viewed at: /OQO FT Optical equipment: Wont 

13. Light: Goof, Sun 6H ere 

14. Previous experience with this species and similar species: 

) : 
ZTvE See sthee arwisd Iw Wg om omg 

15. Other observers: AONE 

16. Did others agree: ‘“— 17. Other independent observers: 

te 

18. Books and advice consulted: FeTecsm wav ERT OU! FSG Guid. 

19. How long after seeing this bird did I write this description: 

ax has. 

Signature: Yuck Burner Address 90) HARLiS GH 
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