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VOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA (A-D Jaeger sp.) 

A-D, | am not entirely convinced that Long-tailed Jaeger was eliminated by plumage description, 

but actions fit Parasitic Jaeger. Also a bird "slight larger" than Franklin’s Gull is more likely a 

Parasitic. , 
NA, A-D Jaeger sp., Clearly a Jaeger, but little to support the specific ID exception of size, 

pale nape (according to Kaufman), and general probability. | am not a Jaeger expert, and am anxious 

to see the comments of those more experienced. Until then, and considering the brevity of the 

sighting and the evidently marginal viewing conditions, a conservative position is warrented. 

A-D, The back barring eliminates juvenile gulls. 7 

NA, Would accept as jaeger sp. This bird was probably a Parasitic, but | am willing to err on the 

side of caution. Immature jaegers may be the most difficult group of birds to identify. Even veteran 

sea-goers will argue incessantly over photos or birds flying in front of them. As Kaufman says: "It 

becomes difficult to find any one field mark for one species that cannot be matched by some 

individuals of some age group of another species." The criteria for judging this report are 

subjective impressions of a single bird. It bothers me to have some very specific details about 

barring across the back and the light nape color but no details about the extent of white in the 

primary shafts or the central tail feathers, the two most solid criteria for identification. | 

belive these two characteristics need to be described, in conjunction with the bill and body size, 

in order to have a record that will stand up over time. If these details become available, | would 

be willing to reconsider. 

A-D Jaeger sp., Ken Brock, regional editor for Field Notes, wrote as follows, "I did reject the 

Parasitic Jaeger as the documentation was inadequate to eliminate other jaegers." 

A-D, Everything given in documentation is good for Parasitic and eliminates other Gulls and 

Jaegers. The barring mentioned as on the back probably refers to upper and lower tail coverts, not 

actually the back itself. 

NA, A-D as Jaeger sp. This was a juvenile bird based on overall dark coloration and absence of 

extended central rectrices. Description does not allow ID to species, except that Pomarine can be 

eliminated by size comparison with Franklin’s Gulls. Pale collar and noticeable barring in plumage 

suggests Long-tailed, although undertail coverts were not described. I’m not sure whether many small 

juvenile jaegers can be identified by sight without extensive experience.
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