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4-H, 
Dinsmore, S. 1985. Red Knot at Hendrickson Marsh. Iowa Bird 

Life $5: 32. 

Red Knot at Hendrickson Marsh — At approximately 1:00 p.m. on 15 Sep 1984 I 

saw a Red Knot (Calidris canutus) in the northwestern corner of Hendrickson 

Marsh, Story County. The bird was feeing with several Common Snipe (Gallinago 

gallinago) near the grassy edge of a shallow mudflat. The bird was a medium- 

sized, chunky shorebird with a slightly decurved bill and a dark stripe through the 

eye. The back feathers were gray with white edgings giving it a scaly appearance. 

The belly was white with some faint streaking on the upper part. The bird showed a 

faint white wing-stripe when flushed. The bird appeared similar to a Red Knot I 

saw a week earleir in Hampton, IL. The knot was present until sundown, being 

seen by Jim Dinsmore, Hank Zaletel, Mark Proescholdt, and Joe Schaufenbuel but 

was not present at sunrise the next morning. 
Dinsmore, et al. (Iowa Birds, Iowa State Univ. Press, 1984:145) list two old 

records and three recent, unsubstantiated spring records. Besides this bird, other 

, knots were reported this year near Red Rock Reservoir on 16 Jul 1984 (G. Black, 

_ Des Moines Register, 9 Sep 1984) and at Coralville Reservoir on 16 Sep 1984. My 

record and the Coralville bird closely match the 10 Sep 1937 of one seen at Anderson 

Lake, Hamilton County (Scott, Auk 55:275-276, 1938), suggesting that mid- 

September is the best time to see Red Knots in Iowa in fall. Steve Dinsmore, 4024 
Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA 50010. 7 tic
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Middlewestern Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) GY -26 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

Species Red Knot ; 2. me " 

Location Hendricksons Marsh - Story County - Towa 

Date: 15 September 198), $ “Ste Sted cos 5:50 pm © = 6:0 pm 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all 
plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic deimeeatas a ie 
but inc}ude only what. actually was seen in the field): ie, cener anne ar a nce-tre 

a distance - lite gray bird - peler head @ below - bigger than Fectoral Sandpiper (which 

vere ab times very close to it) ith white rump showing well whenever it tumed its 

a Thru binoculars at closer renge - white eye brow - moderate length bill - perhaps 

a bit longer than Pectoral's porportionally - chunkier than Pectoral - back feathers 

Lite erey with very pale edges - tail dark - white rump with a few dark bars - darkish 

legs & bill - breast very pale gray - belly white - white wing «tripe when flying. 

Description of voice, if heard; not heard . 

Description of behavior; feécing; probing almost straight up & down. also bathing. 

- Nabitat - general: lake & . Marsh . 
probing in wkkerwetter parts of mud flat; bathing in shallow specific: 
water at edge of mud flat 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated 
winter Stilt sandniver - is longer legged a fence Weske otters &. 2&8, Explain: 

doesn't have dark bars on white rump 

Yellow legs - skinnier - longer yellow legs longer beak - no wing stripe 

Solitary Sandpiper ‘doesn't have white rump; Wilsons Phalarove — Ego rump, but no 

‘1. Distance (how measured)? Wing strbpe & its back feathers aren} } © ith white. 
100 Yes & 50 yes Sanderling doesn't have white rump 7 x Optica ode We cul ave 

3. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird = you 
artly cloucy bird to my north sun to my left; later bird to northeast éf me, sun to west. ee -4. Preyious experience with this species and similarly ap earin epecies: 

; Saw one at Hampton, Illinois on September 9 this year during I O U eting. 

J. Other cbservers: Mark Proescholdt, Jim & Steve Dinsmore 

4. Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

7, Other observers who independently identified this bird: I think Steve Dinsmore 

g fe epee see & indentify iv. 
: Bi. ustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence chis description: 

Birds of North America Golden Press 
| 

A Field Guide to the Birds Peterson 

9, How long after observing this bird d fet vrite this description? extensive notes 

de Address: 1120 Marston 
~Sf{gnature \ [ | : 

Date: 1! September 198), wg Ames, Iowa 50010 
° ; City, State: 

(over)



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Rod (Cnet How many? / 

Location? Hendadson Marsh, 51 lary lor 

Type of habitat? mud flat area in drawned section of ae 

When? date(s): 9/15 [64 time: /o pM to _ 6/30 Fh 

FY-2G 

Who?your name and address: 5 deve Dursnwre 4024 rekwsus 0; fans LA SdAO 

others with you: Hank Jale bl : {ole Joe ichaufenbud Annes 

others before or after you: Purl Mortecung ames furl Roexheldt liscomp Toe Schaukenbvel Aver 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
 

tail, ‘legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

fhe Lrrd uaS G-4s Jorge than nearby senupblmated 

plover and thunkier Th head uas grey flecked with sort 

white, The nech uas gray fo mid breast. The belly and underparts 

BE neve white, The wings were gray aud appeared scaly, The 
wing ips were black. forint white L1hg Stripe nant” Jeter 

uken the bird flew, The and tea $uen s/ (gh "4 ba rede 

Th bill ues pale in colee and of medium limp ih, ahah a5 

[ong avg the head, The [eps were pele erred i blath 1h 

Color s hard fo see, Th eye uas darh, There vas a chibe 

_ Steipe over th. Be eye Shar hing af fhe bvcot He bith 

[he ray) UGs rh te ad clearly SCCU abken tly bird Yew, 

The und er tau [ covert s neve alo uhi te, [be fac [ fea fter 5 

O dark olor ed wing writ. 

—_ : ) — . e/ Slee lath ot ra sea ly back, 

Similar species and how.eliminated: pe ?f. because of sma ees > ies Song 

ack of utile strprabore eye me “ack. of blak wy:
 — white ae 2 Sap . 

Savderting eS el minated Uy Shaller FIZ ANSCOLNY pact , larger anyun F of black on 

vating © an aN ght eens: bp boon’ « leienied pote a Dies spooocc> | by pamere S 

Shert | carant € ihe wig STE, neck acto branT Cn UYy. Sialy appear ance< 

Did any one disagreé or “have réservations ‘SBout id
entification? , Nip a 

If yes, explain: —— 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured
), and optical equipment: 

bh tu geod - clear Shy, un at halk. &tmeted distanc€ Le‘-50! Viewed 

Yhrwglt x 20K Bauwh aid bunk Spotting Seepee 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: seg, Pee | Huvsavd oi gest coast 

References and persons consulted before writing descript
ion: 

Notion! Geographic Joely cutld Guidé fe Did Sof N. Awericd 

How long before field notes made? imndiately this form completed? 7 fours , 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa BY 

What species? Re 4 Knot How many? | 

ocation? Heindwicksenws May-sh — (Sy oe.) 

Type of habitat?_Grassy warsh ayvea lame exposed mudflats lake 
When? date(s): Sept iS. IGRY time: 6) aw te 7 Dh 

Who?your name and address: Mak Proe sche iat l iSComb : Tra a 

others with you: faul Martsching Steve. and Tim Ninsmere 

others before or after you:_ Steve Ningmere _ Haw ld Ayalete | Oe, Seka hee ta 

befre 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The bird was op chunky g ray hivd with «@ slevt beet boll aad dak 

leas. Lt was white undey the belly -fo the tail and bad dak ail HPS Ow 

both the Upper and bwer Sides. t+ lad a gray scaled back | a light 
qrayish Lib, a white. eye Hripe, and a white Steripe in He wings whow 

it Spread them, tt had white ou 4s ump which Could be seen through 

s foided wings, When preenivg in the water je whe ramp with dark 

Daten a any annie —— — wit | TT iw aw up aud down motion, ab 
wos larger Han Kiildeewr and Pectoral Sond pj pos which were beside it at-times. 

Ht was fest Soom in a corwer by itself abet 
walked CloSex- +46 alout BO yards awty. ZH Flo,, fo a 

wore and. was YO-S50 yards Aw AY , then it Flas back fO- 

Was Hore wp Prroug in sunset When at lef- Ler- lewme , 

QO yards away, We 

Spit jutting iwto He 
its origi val area And 

Similar species and how eliminated: A wiwler Blacié_hellred Plover leoks Gard acts ; 

diffevet!4, Tt Slonds in an upright postaxe, has a thicker bill, and a white 
ump without hariug all the wry UP Ye. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Cloudy at Himes | Sunn4 at Hmes , SUW from Side while ViCUiMG | disdances estiwated ; 

Q2x telescope , 7x35 Ginceculars 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: Fivs+ Red Kwot ve seen, fave sen 
Guite oO few winter Black-heilred Plovers, | 3 . 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Fieid guides of RT. Peterson, 
Robbins, and Neoticna | Geographic . i. : 

How long before field notes made? Made whilé this form completed? Mov. 23 1484 
vei 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightin
gs in Iowa ¥Y Je 

What species? Red Knot How many? one 

Location? Hendrickson Marsh, Story County 

Type of habitat? in shallow water along edge of mudflat in freshwater marsh 

When? date(s); 15 September 1984 time: 6:10 to 6:20 p.m. 

Who?your name and address: Jim Dinsmore, Dept. Animal Ecology, Iowa State Univ, Ames 

others with you: STeve Dinsmore 

others before or after you: Paul Martsching, Mark Proescholdt, Hank 7aletel, Joe Schaufenbuel 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, be
lly, under 

tail, ‘legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Medium sized shorebird, compared directly with Killdeer. Knot appeared about the 
same size as the killdeer, perhaps slightlylarger.and. plumper than killdeer | 

Overall color-light grayish above and mostly light below 

Bill-dark, little noted other than that it was fairly thick and stout 
Legs-appeared to be dark : 
Back-most feathers were light gray in color and through scope they distincly could 

be seen to be edged in white at tip, giving the bird a somewhat scaly appearance 
although not real distinctly 
there was no indication of any wing stripe on the bird; the outermost primaries 
were black as seen while the bird was foraging- 

Head-distinct dark stripe passing through the eye with light areas both above and 
below it; — : 
top of head showed some fine white stripes on the darker background when the 
bird bent over to forage . 

Breast-on the upper breast there were distinct but very fine brown stripes running 
down the breast and stopping at a distinct "line", much as in Pectoral Sandpiper 
but with the stripes much finer and also the ending line somewhat higher on the 
breast than in the Pectoral 

Did not flush bird so wing pattern not noted, heard no calls, rump not noted by 
me although others said they saw that pattern 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Pectoral-gray color on back, the difference in the breast markings noted above 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ide
ntification? no 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured
), and optical equipment: 

fairly clear sky, light still good from behind me, watched through 20X spotting 
scope at an estimated 30-40 yards, considered it good viewing conditions 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: saw Hampton,ill bird a week earlier, also 

have seen species in Florida and Massachusetts _. 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Compared with Nat. Geog. guide in 

field, good match except for lack of wing bars, looked at Golden and, Peterson guides when 

How long before field notes made? 94 hours this form complete 36-4 ae writing this 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



PIPUUELEwe ale dat be wa aed INED ASE 

(lowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. SY~26 

1. Species __Red Knot 2, Number: On€ 

+. Location Hendrickson Marsh, Story Co. 

4, Date: September 15, 1984 5. Time Bird seen: 2Pproximate}y 3:00 pm 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,-.and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): bird the size of K
illdeer - 

it appeared to be about 20-25% larger than 
nearby Semipalmated Plover - 

black wing tips - white under belly - neck gray to mid-breast - gray wings 

that were scaly - dark eye - gray head flecked with white - yellow-black 

legs - tail feathers gray-white edging - slight barring under wing 4" | 

white stripe above eye - white rump - white undertail coverts - pale bill 

dark colored wing wrist 

7. Description of voice, if heard: short chirps 

8, Description of behavior: probing mud flat, head tucked in wing oe te 

9. Habitat - general: _marsh 
specific: water's edge 

: 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

1l. Distance (how measured)? oe = 12. Optical equipment: = 
i. i 10 yards . 20x scope 8x40 binoculars 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

clear, sunny day with sun at back - perfect light 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Red Knot seen in Illinois previous week almost same appearance 

15. Other chservers: Joe Schaufenbuel 

Steve Dinsmore and. I took turns looking through scope and other would 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? take notes which were shared 

Yes 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Robbins 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 

Written from notes taken at time of sighting 

Hank Zaletel Address: __ 715 West 

Signature 
Colo, Iowa 50056 

Ljate: City, State: 

(over)


