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Dinsmore, S. 1985. Red Knot at Hendrickson Marsh. Iowa Bird
Life 55:32.

Red Knot at Hendrickson Marsh — At approximately 1:00 p.m. on 15 Sep 1984 I
saw a Red Knot (Calidris canutus) in the northwestern corner of Hendrickson
Marsh, Story County. The bird was feeing with several Common Snipe (Gallinago
gallinago) near the grassy edge of a shallow mudflat. The bird was a medium-
sized, chunky shorebird with a slightly decurved bill and a dark stripe through the
eye. The back feathers were gray with white edgings giving it a scaly appearance.
The belly was white with some faint streaking on the upper part. The bird showed a
faint white wing-stripe when flushed. The bird appeared similar to a Red Knot I
saw a week earleir in Hampton, IL. The knot was present until sundown, being
seen by Jim Dinsmore, Hank Zaletel, Mark Proescholdt, and Joe Schaufenbuel but
was not present at sunrise the next morning.

Dinsmore, et al. (Iowa Birds, Iowa State Univ. Press, 1984:145) list two old
records and three recent, unsubstantiated spring records. Besides this bird, other

- knots were reported this year near Red Rock Reservoir on 16 Jul 1984 (G. Black,
Des Moines Register, 9 Sep 1984) and at Coralville Reservoir on 16 Sep 1984. My
record and the Coralville bird closely match the 10 Sep 1937 of one seen at Anderson
Lake, Hamilton County (Scott, Auk 55:275-276, 1938), suggesting that mid-
September is the best time to see Red Knots in Iowa in fall. Steve Dinsmore, 4024
Arkansas Drive, Ames, [A 50010.



Middlewestern Prairie Region

@, (Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 54/—-2,@
BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.
1. Species_Red Knot 5. Wanlias: one .
"3. Location Eendricksons Marsh - Story County - Iowa
4. Date: 15 September 1984 S. Time Bird seen: 5350 pm ‘o 6:40 pm

6. Description of size, shape and color-
pattern (describe in great detail all
plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charazzzizsiic:he
)

bﬁgné¥9 Ug%ﬁgg%.ngyﬁﬁifftually was seen In the field):
a distence - lite gray bird - peler head & below - bigger than Pectoral Sandniper (which
were at times very close to it) ith white rump showing well whenever it tumed its
back. Thru binoculars at closer range - white eye brow - moderste length bill - nerhaps
a Uit long:r than Pectoral's porportionally - chunkier than Pectoral - back feathers
lite grzy with very pale edges - tail dark - white rump with a few dark bars - darkish
legs & bill - breast very pale gray - belly white - white wing s tripe when flying.

7. Description of voice, if heard: not heard .

8. Description of behavior: feé'ing; probing almost straight up & down. also bathing.

9. llabitat - geuneral: lake & Marsh .
speci{fic: probing in wkmrwetter parts of mud flat; Dbathing in shallow

water at edge of mud flat
0. Similarly appearin }
winter ).étili?b s anr‘rg: i_gg; c-:L efs ?J%glclara iéggéé mfilgrg'g’f gr %a‘i{‘éﬁit }c,%?_;ngf Y og‘igd Explain:
doesn't have dark bars on white rump
Yellow legs - skinnier - longer yellow legs longer beak - no wing stripe
Solitary Sandpiper‘doesn't have white rump; W lsons Phalarove has white rump, but no
‘1. Distance (how measured)? ¥Wing stibpe & its back feathers areni%ce %%c ith white.

100 Yds & 50 yds Senderling doesn't have white rump o} 3 e 25%3&&?%%§£culars

3. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
partly cloudy, bird to my north sun to my left; later bird to northeast of me, sun to west.
4. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species;
Saw one at Hampton, Illinois on September 9 this year during 1 O U meeting.
Other cbservers: Mark Proescholdt, Jim & Steve Dinsmore

[, ]
-

/. Did the others agree with your {dentification? yes

7. Other observers who independently identified this blrd: I think Steve Dinsmore

Bo YRS tQﬁ first to see & indentify it.
cks, lustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

Birds of North America Golden Press
A Field Guide to the Birds Pesterson

9, low long after observing this bird d Tet write this description? eXtensive notes

[

~S{gnature \ il

17 September 198l Ames, Iowz 50010
: City, State:

Address: 1120 Marston

Date:

(over)



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? Ked [thet How many? [
Location?_Hendrdison  Marsh, f/ory (o
Type of habitat?__pudflit area in deawed_section of evarsh
When? date(s): /5 /8y time: /[0 Pm  to  (i30 P
Who?your name and address:__J_ Jove  Duomwre 4024 Aekansur Or Ames A Szol0
others with you: [k Zalefal (olo  Toe Jclluv:{rnLJ Ames

others before or after you: Puv] Mortochng  dmes furlt Poesheldt Liscombp Joe ;/nuﬁ?;.L»e// Aver

¥Y-26

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, -legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

T bird uas 20-5% /af‘ft/ fhan tnea/ly 5("'"/9‘5/""‘1!‘&
plover and Chunkier, T head was gray flecked with some
white, T nech was gray b mid beeaSt. The betly and wnderparis
2 vere white, T Wings were 9ray  gud qﬂveqrn{ .S‘cca/y, [he
wfﬂ? ‘Il'l'P: werc blaéll'- ﬁn—n/' uj/u‘z L\-(h} th;)g was JEEN
when tie bird ‘)C/GW, Th uhc‘ltruf f wenn s/,

ik ? ba rr?o[-

Tre bill was pale in color and of medium feng 74y about a5
/onf aJ /'/"’A?de Uv—t /t’jf were /?4 /\: 7,;//02 o)r A/ﬂ‘A 5
(a/};r_; hard fo see. The eye was dark, Thre was a whibe
; .ﬁ‘r:pe OVCf’ Th =2 eye 5/:./}”4] af fhe 4,,—.,:.50.[ 1A L.
The ramy Mf UJu}e amﬂ’ 4/mf//V SCen when Flu hird e,
The underta( coverfs wente alsv white, The fac/ feafrers)
were jpm u;ﬂ\ a 16/’/#’ u\flnl ¢ eJlj’mf, Tk Liftf a:/)‘a /\4

s dark cofw!J uw'nj« war vt

o it ly b
Similar species and how.eliminated: peJ J. beawe of nalles s1ze ok ot gray sealy ack,

/
fach of ik strprabore tye and lack o blade w‘g Fips with whitke wing Strpe.
Sau d{l’ilvﬁ [V y d,mlh&"'éd Lz Shaller T12€ anfa,ll‘-f adt/ la;-%(a_r dh_:mnf OF H’:‘ en
u‘.{m.i: ;;}:1 I’dté(dz#ﬂtcklcci Wi:\}f-taf'v‘.fghm‘./ﬂﬂ'fgclf fru-ké)r::}:'ggcmhrg;}' fi f{,.:lo;:‘af:,m:
et ant € it winyg sfrx hlac€on bra ” uy da G "
Did any one disagred ‘or ave O arvationy SHout dentification? (Lo | i

If yes, explain: —

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
ﬁ9/'/f;7 ccx{ - dear J/l}/,-‘un df/ﬂa(d‘, _F)‘fﬂwa/@c{ A‘-”ﬁ‘ﬂtf 700 50! Vioned
f/?fvdjh a 20X Bauwh ‘avd Lot Jpelfing Sape.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: s.gp 5ewr;l/ WWJ on qu’/ coast

References and persons consulted before writing description:
ﬂc-.ﬁma/ Geegraphie ,)ouefy Eicld Gude te Pirdsof N Aneried

How long before field notes made? ,mm{.a{rlq this form completed? 7 liours
[

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa gY-2c
What species? Re cl KM{J'!L How many? ’
ocation? HE’.V\A wcklsens /Vb\_rsb\ — C§"k‘VH Cb)
_Type of habitat?_Gvassy waxsh avea lavge @)(POSQJ mu&@[a*:]'g? laKe
When? date(s): Se'p’-f— 15, 1984 time: é:OO'p.M, to 723 5.1m.
Who?your name and address: Max K one{,chu'f—' (_;‘sc:aw.l/,' T peroe

others with you: Rul Maxtsching SHeve. and Tim )ivsimeve.

others before or after you: Steve Dincdwmeve Hawll yalede | Fe Schaufenbue | —
hefore

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

The bivd was o clumly gray bid with & slovt black bill amd  davk
legs. TH was white awdev the belly o the dail awd had davld ail +ips on
boHa Hhe uppex amd  bwerv sides. 24 had a vy ocaled Bml‘-k.) oL /.'ng‘
gugish Wb, o Llite eye givipe, amd a white Shape in He wings whewn
4 Spreacl them, TH had white ow 1k vump which could he secem thvough

\ﬂf -@\Aeiuw\wag_ W hom lPY‘QE/'v\'IVLf w the wq-rlev-) ids whide Camp "
w:l“ﬂ Rt He wlide rump patels could be Seem. Tt wis bewt ovev
feeding.a ot and fed with e bill ; d d s
was lavgexr Hhaw Killdee d Pecte lm e s e e SE
"i ‘p“ +‘ il ecTovd E““JPI',?QW‘S' which weve beside it af fimes.
T was sl Seom in & Geewor by AP abesd .t away
walled close 4o alout 80 yaxds ey ZF  Flow #bq o S:J’l"i 5"&:’:9 ; Jﬂ'#f:e
wodee amd was HO-50 yaxds away . Them i+ fHoaw back o Hs ow—iﬁimlhﬂo.\ri:a. and
was theve wp theough sunset whew 1+ left £ howme

Similar species and how eliminated: A4 wiwker Rlacl(- hellied Ploves leoks amwd acts '
.:U-F&‘f‘a’“""‘i' T Shuds iw B uP\-—\'am' ?054-0,\'9, has a. Hhicker B?”, and o whie

Cump wiHout \wn—'mﬂ all the wey wp i+,
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Mo

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Cloudsy ot +imes, suwy ot Hwes, Sun fom side whik viewivg ;  disdances estiwated

LA X —‘ﬁ!&S‘C@P@- ; PX3E B;mmuurﬁ
Previous experience with species and similar ones: st Red Kwoet Tve seon. Have seom
Quite o few winter BlacK-heilied Plovers, ‘ '
References and persons consulted before writing description: =ield gquides of R.T. Refecsenw,
Roblins, amd Aaticmal Geegeaphic. - '
How long before field notes made? Made while this form completed? Vov. A3 198¢
Vi

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa S/L/ o

What species? Red Knot How many? _ one

Location?  Hendrickson Marsh, Story County

Type of habitat? in shallow water along edge of mudflat in freshwater marsh

when? date(s): 15 September 1984 time: 6:10 to 6:20 p.m.

Who?your name and address:_ Jim Dinsmore, Dept. Animal Ecology, Iowa State Univ. Ames

others with you: STeve Dinsmore

others before or after you: Paul Martsching, Mark Proescholdt, Hank 7aletel, Joe Schaufenbuel

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, -legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Medium sized shorebird, compared directly with Killdeer. Knot appeared about the

same size as the killdeer, perhaps slightly larger .and plumper than killdeer
Overall color-light grayish above and mostly Tight below

Bill-dark, little noted other than that it was fairly thick and stout

Legs-appeared to be dark

Back-most feathers were 1ight gray in color and through scope they distincly could
be seen to be edged in white at tip, giving the bird a somewhat scaly appearance
although not real distinctly
there was no indication of any wing stripe on the bird; the outermost primaries
were black as seen while the bird was foraging-

Head-distinct dark stripe passing through the eye with 1ight areas both above and
below it;
top of head showed some fine white stripes on the darker background when the
bird bent over to forage

Breast-on the upper breast there were distinct but very fine brown stripes running
down the breast and stopping at a distinct "Tine", much as in Pectoral Sandpiper

but with the stripes much finer and also the ending line somewhat higher on the
breast than in the Pectoral

Did not flush bird so wing pattern not noted, heard no calls, rump not noted by
me although others said they saw that pattern

Similar species and how eliminated:

Pectoral-gray color on back, the difference in the breast markings noted above

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? _ no

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

fairly clear sky, light still good from behind me, watched through 20X spotting
scope at an estimated 30-40 yards, considered it good viewing conditions

Previous experience with species and similar ones: saw Hampton,ill bird a week earlier, also
have seen species in Florida and Massachusetts
References and persons consulted before writing description: compared with Nat. Geog. guide in

field, good match except for lack of wing bars, looked at Go1def gqg?Peterson guides when
How long before field notes made?_ 24 hoyrs this form completed? a¢ poiee writing thic

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240




Flidu luwea L UL 4 rad NG A

(lowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. SA{-],G

1. Species_ Red Knot 2. Number:_ ©OR€
5. Location Hendrickson Marsh, Story Co.
4. Date: September 15, 1984 5. Time Bird seen: @aPproximately -3:00 pm
6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in additionm, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field): bird the size of Killdeer -
it appeared to be about 20-25% larger than nearby Se@ipalmated Plover -
black wing tips - white under belly - neck gray to mid-breast - gray wings
that were scaly - dark eye - gray head flecked with white - yel}ow-b}ack
legs - tail feathers gray-white edging - slight bar;ing under wing % .
white stripe above eye - white rump - white undertail coverts - pale bill
dark colored wing wrist
7. Description of voice, if heard: short chirps
8. Description of behavior: probing mud flat, head tucked in wing
9. Nabitat - gemeral: “:'V?rSh' . :
specific:’ water's edge )
10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:
11. Distance (how measured)? 10 a ) 12. ‘Optical equipment:
: yardas _ 20x scope 8x40 binoculars
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relatiom to bird and you):
clear, sunny day with sun at back - perfect light
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appeariug species:
Red Knot seen in Illinois previous week almost same appearance
15. Other chservers: Joe Schaufenbuel
Steve Dinsmore and. I took turns looking through scope and other would
16. Did the others agree with ycur identification? take notes which were shared
Yes
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
Robbins
19. low long after observing this bird did you.first write this description?
Written from notes taken at time of sighting
Hank Zaletel Address: 715 West
Signature
o Colo, Iowa 50056
_.ate: . City, -State:

(over)



