Thomas H. Kent, Field Reports Editor
211 Richards Street
Iowa City IA 52280

By mid<December a moderate cold snap caused partial freezing
of water areas bat many waterfowl renmained for CBC's.
Temperatures remained above normal all winter with only a few
light snows and no persistent snow cover. The temperatures
climbed into the 50%'s and 60's in February resulting in early

return of waterfowl and other species.

The warm weather was associated with scattered wintering
waterfowl, although fewer geese remained in s, w. TIowa thanm in
recent years. Large nuambers of Canvasbacks wintered on the
Mississippi River in southern Iowa. Red~tailed Hawks and
Kestrels wintered in above average numbers. The Snowy 0wl
invasion was quite evident. The lack of a recognizable Horned
Lark migration was unusual and not entirely exglained by the lack
of snow cover to concentrate the birds. Longspurs may have
wintered n. of Ioya as only one flock was seem (in n, w, JIowa in
January). All species of winter finches were widely encountered
but none occurred in massive numbers. A late January and

February migration of Robins was noted.



PAGE 2
USUSUAL SIGHTINGS

I will not repeat the unusual findings noted cn the CcBC. The
more unusual regular species noted were Cossom Loon, Greater
Scaup, Black-and-white Warbler, Yellow-~headed Elackbird, Northern
Oriole, and vesper and Lincoln's Spatrrows. Casuval species noted
included Perruginous Hawk, Sandhill Crane, Glaucous Gull, Varied
Thrush, and Pine Grosbeak. Accidental species included two
widely separated Curve~billed Thrashers and a possible Hoary
Redpoll.

LOONS THROUGH DUCKS
Common Logn: A loon at Coralville Res. on 12 Dec wmissed the
record late date by one day (TSta).
Double=crested Cormorant: 2 wintered at Lock 14, Scott Co. (7K,
tsh, PP).
Great Blue Heron: Late dates were 12 Dec at Coralyille Res.
{TSta) and Red Rock Res. (RT).

shistlisg Swan: see CBC.

Greater Hhite-fronted Goose: 18 were at Willow S., Mills Co. by
27 Feb. (BWi).

Snow Gogse: 43 were late at Coralville Res. on 12 Dec (TSta).
Small numbers wintered in s. w. Towa (EBWi). |

Canada Gogse: 200 wintered at Rathbun L. and 3 were at Cedar L.,
Lian Co., on 3 Jan (TK, CB) - Late Feb migrants were noted
from many areas (TK, RMy, PP, CSch, BWi) with the earliest on
20 Feb at Red Rock Res. (RT).

§ood Duck: 2 were seen in Cedar Falls in Jan (FN, RMy).

American Nigeon: Wintering birds were at Lock 14 om 2 Jan (TK)
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and Freemont Co. on 13 Jan (BP). Four were early migrants at
Little Wall L., Hamilton Co., on 23 Fekt (JD).

Gadwall: 4 were at Cedar Falls on 8 Feb (FM, RNy); 1 at willow
S. on 18 Feb (BWi); and 6 at Little Wall L. on 23 Feb (JD).
Green~uwinged Teal: 1 in Freemont Co. om 13 Jan (RP); 1 at Cedar

Falls on 8 Feb (FM, RMy); 2 at Willow S. cn 20 Feb (BWi).

Ballacrd: 500-1000 overwintered at Rathbum Res. (TK, TSh, NN) and
Lock 18, Des Moines Co. (PP) as well as small numbers at other
localities. Early migrants were 150 at Willow S. on 18 Peb
(BRi) and 5000 at Red Rock Res. on 20 Feb (ERT).

Amgrican Black Duck: Up to 20 were at Lansing, Allamakee Co., on
10 Jan (DK) and 4 Feb (TK).

Cosmon pintail: One wintered at Cedar Falls (FN). Early migrants
were at Willow S. on 18 Feb (gWi) and Little Wall L. om 23 PFeb
{(JD) .

Borthezn Shoveler: 2 were at L. Manawa, Pottawattamie Co., on 21
Feb (BWi).

Canvasback: 1500 were at Montrose, Lee Co., cn 10 Jam (PP) and
50-200 below Burlington from 10 Jan to 17 Fep (PP).

Bedhead: 2 at Willow S. on 27 !.‘h (B¥i) .

Bing-necked Duck: 20 at Willow S. on 20 Feb (BWi) and 7 at
waterloo on 7 Feb (RHY).

Greater Scaup: 2 late migrants were at L. MNacbride on 20 Dec
(#TK) and 1-2 were seen at Lock 14 on 2 Jan (#TK) and later
dates (TSh, MN fide TK).

gldsguas: 1 was at Lock 14 on 2 Jan (7K)}

Bufflebead: 1 was at Lock 14 on 2 Jan (TK).
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Hooded Merganmser: 4 were at L. Manawa on 21 Feb (Bgi)
several at Little Wall L. on 14 Febk (BJ fide JD).

Common Nerganser: 30 at Little Wall L. on 23 Feb were early

migrants (JD).
VOULTURES THROUGH TUBKEX

Bald Bagle: Peak numbers were 342 (280 ad., 62 imm.) from Keokuk

to Belleview on 10 Jan (PP) and 50 at Riverton WA on 26

{rMy). Additional Riverton counts were 47 on 7 Jan and 40 on

17 Jan (RP).
v Bogthern Goshawk: A Goshawk was well seen and described at
Rock Res. on 6 Feb (+gT).
Cooper's Hawk: 1 was seen in Winneshiek Co. cn 16 Febk (DK).

Bed-tailed Hawk: Winter counts exceeded averages of the last

three years in Story and poone Cos. (JI).
Bough=legged Hawk: This specjes was poted by many observers.

v Eesgugisous Hawk: A bird with features c¢f this species was seen

A
\J\:;‘ f at Biverton WA (#BMy). This is a species designated

>y review by the Records Committee.
golden Bagle: Wintering birds were located in Allamakee Co.
24 Jan (an adult, DK) and %4 Feb (an immature, +TK).
Peregrime Falcon: see CBC. MAnother was reported but
,w"‘}("\_} documented. This species must be documented to be accepted
¢ the Field Reports. Winter records are especially unusual.

Berlin: Details were given for 1 seen on 20 Feb in Freemont

‘j') (#+RP, NS, BWa).

not

for

Co.

American Kestrel: Counts were more than twice the last three

years' average in Story and Bpoone Cos. (JL).
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8ild Tuckey: Reports were from Sioux Co. in n. w. Iowa (DHa and

Ledges SP (HZ).
CRANES IEENS

Sapdhill Crane: Last year's wintering Sandhill Crane seemed most
unusval. This year there were two reports: two on 17 Dec near
Ocheyedan, Osceola Co. (RSp fide DHa) apd cne from 20 Dec to 7
Jan at Riverton WA (RP, m.0b.).

American Coot: 1 was at Cedar L. on 3 Jan (7K, CB). An early
migrant was at Swan L., Johnson co. on 28 Fep (TK).

Glaucous Gull: One first year bird was at Lock 14 on 21 Dec
(*TK, TSh) and two apparently second year birds were at Lock
15 on 2=16 Jan (+TK, +PP).

Becring Gull: 8 were at Cedar L. onm 3 Jan (TK, CB).

Bing=billed Gull: 20 were early at L. HManawa on 24 Feb and 300
were there the next day (BWi).

RIGEONS IHBOUGH WOODRECKERS

Snowy Owl: I received 7 reports: 2 from Spirit L. (DBa) and one
each from Rathbun Res. (CSco, TK, HN, 1TSh), Red Rock Res.
(DMos) , Polk Co. (DMos), Waterloo (RMy, FN), and Shenandoah
(fide B®P). Dave WNewhouse provided a 1list and wmap of 35
teports from across the state including @ that were killed or
caught.

Long-eared Qul: Reports were from Muscatine, Johamsen, Bremer,
Polk and Mills Cos.

Short-eared Qul: Reports were from Oscecla, Johnson, Bremer,
Boone and Story Cos.

Saw=shet Qul: [lLocations of single birds were as follows: 6 Dec
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at Weise S. (TK, m.ob.), 3 Jan at Ledges SP (HZ), 10 Jan at
Hartman Nature Center (RNy), 18 Jan at Towa City and
Coralville Res. (TSta).

Cosmon Elicker: An orange-shafted hybrid died in Lyom Co. and
was sent to Iowa State University (DEa).

Bed-headed Noodpecker: many wintered.
PLYCAICHERS IBROUGH STARLING

Basters Phoebe: see CBC.
Borned Lark: The wusual Peb migration was practically non+

existant. only a few birds were seen at any one time (BWi,
8z, B8, TK). |

Tufted Titmousg: Only one was noted all winter im MNills Co.
(BWi).

fed=breasted Nuthatch: Up to 10 wintered in Ames (HZ). There
were five other reports.

Binter jren: Four reports: Emmet Co. (pHen), Polk Ce. (DNos),
Black Hawk Co. (RMy, FM), and Iowa City (TSta).

Borthern Mockingbird: 1 was near Pleasantville, Mariom Co. all
winter (RY).

Brown Thrasher: Singles were at Shenandeah eon 20 Dec (RP) and
Davenport on 14 Jan (PP).

Curve=billed Thrasher: The Solon bird remained into the winter
and, amazingly, a second bird was discovered at Rathbun Res.
(#CS§ +TK, see separate article by Newlon).

Aagrican Bobimn: Many Robins wyere present this winter.  Numbers
increased in late Jan and Peb suggesting an early northward

movement. The largest number reported was 100 near Cedar
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Falls on 8 Feb (FM, RMy).

/ Jaried Thrush: Waterloo again had its varied Thrush for the

Vv

third straight winter. A male was discovered in early Dec and
was still present on 3 Jan (#RNy, +FN, +TK).

Bastern Bluebjrd: The only report was from Mills Co. on 23-24
Feb (BWi).

Goldenscrowned Kinglet: Wintering birds were noted in Ames (JD),
Waterloo (FM, RMy), and Sioux Co. (JV).

Buby-crowned Kinglet: Details were provided for one seenm at

Cedar Falls on 1 Jan (RMy, JSb).

Sorthern Shrike:  Reports were from Cherokee (+DB), Polk Co.
(DBos, RMoo fide HZ), Sioux Co. (JV), and Ceoralville Res. (MW
fide TK).

Black-and-white Harbler: Documentations were received for one
seen at Ames on 19 Feb (+RN, +MO). Eecause of the rarity of

this sighting, it will be referred to the Records Committee.
HMEADOWLARKS THROUGH BUNTINGS

Jellow=headed Blackbird: 1 was reported at a Waterloo feeder on
14 Feb (fide Rnmy) .

Northers Oriole: 1 was found at pairport, MNuscatine Co. on W
Feb (+CR).

Busty Blackbird: Wintering Flocks were noted f£from Mills Co.
(B¥i) and Coralville Res. (TK).

Evening Grosbeak: There were reports from all areas of the
state.

Burple Fioch: Wintering birds were reported by most observers.
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Pine Grosbeak: One was in Ames on 7-11, 23 Lec (#HZ, +MD) and
again on 28 Feb (#SD, +JD). Another was at Mark Sand Prairie,
Black Hawk Co. on 27 Dec (+FH, +EN). A third frequented a
feeder at the home of Jim and Dorothy Maish in State Center
and was photographed by Carl Kurtz om 2 Fel (+CK).
v" Beaty Bedpoll: The injured Redpoll with a white rump seen on the
Waterloo CBC proved to be a difficult identification prebjles
1} (+*RNy, TK, CB). On close inspection there were a few streaks
itfm on the upper rump and debatable other features of a Hoary
V’i)" Redpoll including overall light color, decreased streaking on
b S the underparts and pushed-in bill. The documentations will be
referred to the Records Committee for evaluation.
Comson Bedpoll: Redpolls were present im small numbers at
Cherokee (DBi), Waterloo (FN, BMy), Hontezuma (DK), Decorah
(DK) , Shenandoah (RP) and Sioux Center (JV).
Bine Siskin: These were reported from wmany areas of the state,
mostly in small numbers, but 160 were banded at Davenport
(PP) .
Bed Crossbjll: Reports were from Waterloo (RMy, FN), Ames (HZ),
and Montezuma (DK).
§hite-winged Crossbill: These were pecre Dumerogs than Red
Crossbhbills: up to 15 at pDavenport frew 6 Dec to 14 Feb (PP,
TK), 6 at Waterloo on 1 Jan (RMy), 1 at Shenandoah from 21 Dec
to Feb (+#RP, +MS), 1 at Seymour in Feb (CScec), and 1 at Ames
from 19 Jan to 24 Feb (HZ), and several in JIowa City in Jan
and Pedb (TSh, RHo fide TK).
Jesper Sparrow: Details were given for one seen near Cedar Falls
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on 14 Feb (RMy, FM, RHa).

Barris' Sparrows: Wintering birds were noted in Story, Polk,
Marion, Sioux and Freemont Cos. (m.ob.).

Bhite-throated Sparrow: 6 wintered at Davenport (PP); 1 was
singing at Waterloo on 27 Dec (FN); 1 was at Iowa City on 13
Feb (TSta).

Lincoln's Sparrow: 1 was at a feeder in Mills Ce. from 28 Dec to
24 Feb (BWi).

Smasp Sparrows 1 at Waterloo on 31 Jan was considered unusual
(Fn) .

Lapland Longspury The only report was a flock of %00 near Sioux
Center on 2 Jan (JV).

Snow Bunting: Several flocks were seen inm PDickinson Co. in early
Feb (DHa) and 1 was at pathbun Res. on 31 Jan (TK, TSh, MN).

+ = documented

Dick Bierman, Cherokee; Sam Blanchard, Council Bluffs;
James Dinsmore, Ames; Douglas Harr, Larchwood; Dennis
Henrickson, BEstherville; Thomas Kent, 1Iowa City; Darwin
Koenig, Montezuma; Carl Kurtz, St Anthony; Rene Laubach, Des
Hoines; Francis L. MHoore, Waterloo; Dean Mosman, Elkhart;
Robert K. Myers, Waterloo; David A. WNewhouse, Boone; Peter
Petersen, Davenport; Ruth Phipps, Shenandoah; Conrad F.
Schlemmer, Council Bluffs; Charlotte Scott, Seymour; Marie
Spears, Shenandoah; Thomas Staudt, Icwa City; Robert
Thornburg, Pleasantville; John Van Dyk, Sicux Center; Barbara

Wilson, Hastings; Hank Zaletel, Ames;



Carl Bendorf (TK), Steve Dinsmore (JC), HRussell Hays (FN,
Rickerd m"“‘]‘ ( HZ))

RMy) , Rick Hollis (TK), Randy Johnson (JP), HNike Mecham (FNM),,
Rikard Nuss (HZ), WMargret Oard (HZ),
Michael Newlon (TK),.Chris Reed (PP), Ron Spengler (DH), Joe

Schaufepbuel (FM), Thomas Shires ((TK), Betty Walters (RP).
COBBENIS

According to my records, all except five of the 175 species
listed on the IOU Field Checklist were seen in Iowa in 1980.
Of these five, Mute Swan and Whimbrel are clearly not regular
species. Carolina Wrens, which were greatly reduced over the
last few years, were absent im 1980. They should graduwally
return as they have cycled in the past. Bewick's Wren has
disappeared from the state over a much longer period of tinme.
Does anyone know of any remaining sttoaghollsf If so, let nme
know. The status of the rare and elusive Sharp-tailed Sparrow
in Iowa is not known. Seventeen species not on the Field
Checklist which were adegquately documented in 1980 included
Ross’ Goose, Black Scoter, White-winged Sccter, Surf Scoter,
Prairie Falcon, Sandhill Cramne, Yellow Rajl, Glauceus Gull,
Burrowing Owl, Say's Phoebe, Curve-billed Thrasher, Varied
Thrush, MHountain pluebird, %Yellow-throated Warbler, Western
Tanager, Pine Grosbeak, and Lark PBunting. Thus the Iowa list
for 1980 is 287, four less than 1979, However, three
additional species are still pending review by the records
connittee (Brant, Ferruginous Hawk, Heoary Redpoll). If I have

missed any species, please report them te me aleng with
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appropriate documentation.

The quality of field reports continues tc improve. 1In the
next year I hope we can continue progress on reporting methods
and species to concentrate on. We will discuss these issues

at the spring meeting. Hope to see you there.



