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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 6 May 
Bob Myers, 6 May 

Thomas H. Kent, 7 May 

Francis L. Moore, 7 May 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

T. H. Kent, 7 May, P-0251 (IBL 58:87) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 58:80 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 

Photographs: IBL 58:87 (P-0251) 

Dinsmore, S. J., and A. S. Fix. 1988. Snowy Plovers in Central 

Iowa. IBL 58:86-87. 

VOTE: 5 A-P, 1 abstain 

A-P. Photo by Kent is diagnostic. Documentations were well 

done. 
A-P. Black bill, legs and auricular patch plus tail pattern on 

small light plover are diagnostic. I was impressed by 

short-tailed appearance. 

A-P. Photo and documentations leave little doubt that this is 

a Snowy Plover. 

A-P. I have no problem with ID--I saw bird also, but did not 

document the sighting. 

SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Bob 

Myers RR2 Box 153, Perry, IA 50220; T.H. Kent 211 Richards St., 

Iowa City, IA 52246; Francis L. Moore 336 Fairfield St., 

Waterloo, IA 50703



would be no need for a Field Reports Editor and b
ecause of your efforts my 

task is much easier. Most reports were n
eat, on time, in taxonomic order, and 

almost everyone provided documentations or det
ails for sightings requiring 

them. 
After putting a lot of work into field reports it is 

sometimes disheartening 

for the contributor not to see some sightings list
ed in Iowa Bird Life. These 

omitted sightings have not been overlooked, but b
ecause of size limitations 

and because of the incredible amount of informat
ion that is sent in, all sight- 

ings cannot possibly be listed. Editors must try 
to determine patterns, pick 

out early and late dates, observe peaks, and draw
 out other especially useful 

bits of information from a large group of sight rec
ords for each species. This 

is not always easy. A sight record may also be om
itted if details of the obser- 

vation or a documentation was required and not f
urnished. Also, because of 

deadlines, reports received late often cannot be 
incorporated. I try to list 

these late reporters along with other contributors,
 even though I have not 

used their information in my compilation
, so they can at least get some credit 

for their efforts. 
Contributors: keep up the good work! 

SNOWY PLOVERS IN CENTRAL IOWA 

STEPHEN J. DINSMORE AND ANDREW S. Fix CI 

Snowy Plover is an uncommon and local species 
that breeds along the Gulf 

Coast from Florida to Texas, along the West Coast 
north to Washington, and 

locally in the interior north to Kansas, Colorado, Utah, and Oregon 

(American Ornithologists’ Union. 1983. Check-list of North 
American Birds, 6th 

Edition). Snowy Plovers are vagrants north and east 
of their range, with most 

records from April to July. In the last five 
years, there are records from 

British Columbia, Saskatchewan (4), Wyoming, Nebraska, 
Minnesota (2), 

Illinois (2), Ontario, and Pennsylvania. There are no 
previous records from 

Iowa. 
At noon on 6 May 1988, Dinsmore noticed a very pale 

shorebird feeding 

with other shorebirds at Bays Branch in Guthrie County. 
The size, posture, 

and behavior were that of a plover, most likely a Piping 
Plover. At 1:34 p.m., 

after approaching closely and observing the bird for 
several minutes, he 

identified it as a Snowy Plover. The bird was about the same size and 
shape 

as nearby Semipalmated Plovers. The upperparts, including 
the back, wings, 

and tail, were pale brown, much paler than the nearby 
Semipalmated 

Plovers. The underparts and undertail were white. A black 
bar, about an inch 

long, angled forward and downward from each shoulder. 
The head was pale 

except for a black patch on the forehead and black auricular 
patches. The bill 

and legs were black. The bill seemed slightly longer and 
slimmer than the 

bill of a Semipalmated Plover. In flight, the bird had a 
light wing stripe and 

the rump was the same color as the rest of the upperparts. 
Several other 

birders saw the bird on the afternoon of the 6th and morning, 
of the 7th, but it 

could not be located after that. 
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Snowy Plover, Bays Branch, 6 May 1988. Photos b
y T. H. Kent. 

On 22 May 1988, Dinsmore and Fix were doing a
 Big Day Count in cen- 

tral Iowa. At 2:56 p.m., Fix noticed a pale sho
rebird feeding with other 

shorebirds in the southwest corner of Dunbar Slo
ugh in Greene County. He 

initially thought that it was a Piping Plover, but w
e quickly noticed the dark 

bill and legs and identified it as a Snowy Plover.
 We watched the bird until 

3:14 p.m. During this time Fix photographed the
 bird. The bird was similar in 

appearance to the one at Bays Branch, although
 we noted that it appeared 

smaller and slimmer than nearby Semipalmated 
Plovers. 

Dinsmore made an extensive 

search of the area the next morning. pene 

The number of shorebirds was Hebi ig omen te 

greatly reduced, and the plover was 

not found. It was, however, report- 

edly seen briefly on the 25 May by | 

Brian Blevins. 
These sightings represent the first 

reports of Snowy Plover in Iowa. 

We thought that the birds were dif- 

ferent individuals, but this cannot 

be proven with certainty. Snowy Plover, Dunbar Slough, 22 May 1988. 
Photo by Andrew S. Fix 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010 

CURLEW SANDPIPER AT CORALVI
LLE RESERVOIR 

CARLJ. BENDORF AND THOMAS H. KENT 

On 13 May, we were doing a Big Day Count with
 Francis Moore and Dick 

Tetrault. At 12:55 p.m. we arrived at an old backwat
er lake, known as Cres- 

cent or Half Moon Lake, which lies south of the Du
Pont Bridge at the west 

end of the Coralville Reservoir, Johnson County. Fro
m the back seat, Bendorf 

happened to look through the willow trees that ri
ng the edge of water and 

saw a small duck sitting on a log. He yelled for th
e car to stop and put his 

binoculars a Green-winged Teal, a new species for 
the day. He also noticed a 

few shorebirds feeding in the grass just behind th
e teal. They were probing 

deeply and at least one seemed to have all red u
nderparts. Bendorf men- 

tioned that there seemed to be dowitchers to look
 at. 
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B¥-02 

JUCUMENTATIUN FORM 

Species .hnawy Flover 

How Manyrl ad. 

Location:?Bays Branch W.M.A., Guthrie Ceo. 

Hablrbat2teeding on mudtlat area with other shorebirds 

Cateca May Lede 

Time sis 34-L:52 o.m., rabnge ce GeM<s Of LI"63 05 Bie, 

Qhbservers Nane and address:5steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, [A 
Se 

Ahners who Saw bird: Bon Myers, Eugene & Eloise Armstrong 

Description af bird:1 was scanning Hundreds of snorebirds at Bay 

Branch when I noticed a very pale shoredbird along the shoreline oft the 

lake. The chunky body, short neck and itegs, and bill shape identified 

the bird as a plover. My ainmitial reaction was that the bird was 

probably a Fiping Flover, but nonetheless I[ approached tor a closer 

Y1LGW. AS T was walking toward the bird the thought of a snowy Flover 

entered my mind. I then put my scope on the bird and @asiiy 

ldentitied the bird as a Snowy Flover. The following d@scription was 

weithen with the oird. under direct observation. 

The upperparts were entirely sandy Brown colored and appeared 

whiihe at a distance. The underparts ang undertali coverts were white. 

The legs were dark and were not just covered with mud. The bill was 

black, Straight, and was nNeavier than the bill of a Semipalmatea 

rloyver., The forehead was white, The bird mad tive distine: black 

patches in the nead area; a black crown, a Glack Bar patch behind eacn 

eye, and a black "Slash" along Gach side oft the neck. Each Ki spacai 

slash extended tram the bend of the wing downward toward the center of 

the breast (see sketchn?. The bird had a white eyebrow. in flight the 

bird had & white wing stripe and a dark tail with white outer tail 

feathers. The mumo was brown. Based on the markings and oright 

olumage, the bird was probably a male of the nominatetiniland?) race. 

Similar species and how @liminated: The smaller size and relatively 

small tall iminated Killdeer and Wilson's Flover. The oale 

appearance, dark legs and bill, markings on the head, and lack at a 

dark oresastband eliminates ee ne ated Flover. The dark Leas and 

Gill, browninot white) rump, and dark ear patch eliminates Fioping 

Flover. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were very good 

with the sun benind me for all observations. Estimated viewing 

Gistance was about SO yards at the closest, and was about 100-125 

yards for most Gbservations. T used a Buschnell 20-436 spotting scope 

and Nikon 8x25 binoculars. 

Previous @xperience with species:l nave seen snowy Flovers in Florida 

and nmunerous Semipalmated and Fiping plovers in [lowa and elsewhere. 
Note that ‘T Saw trieee Fiping Flovers at Sioux City, [A on 3 May ive,
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References caonsulted:NGS Field Guide 

How long before field notes were madeTnotes written during initial 

observation of bird 

How long before this form was completed?written at 10 p.m. on 6 May 
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Oe 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa _ 

What species? Snowy Plover How many? _[ a 7) 

Location? Bays Branch Wilel i Ge free - Guthrie Ce. 

Type of habitat? sud t/t 

When? date(s): [lay 6 IP ESE time: 6-257 to 645m 

Who?your name and address: Bob Myers | PRI x79, Ferry tewa 50236 

others with you: Steve Dinsmore, Gene and Ebise A
hrsi-me 

others before or after you: Sjeve Dinsmore Sowiol tird earlier ja day 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. — me hefeol 

Shage os This bird was Typxal fer a small plover such as Fipitg Prwer or Sem ipe xg 

Plover with thes bird being no lorge
r Cpessib Seme size or shghtly smoller-) Yhan Semipalm

atee 

Phvers Cole present. Overall
 color was a pale brow’sh=g

 deg? abowe Csomenbot like Pr eng.) 

and white belas. Tepand back oF head back, rum
p Cseen in a ole ere 

were This qray - brown color, The Sore heal, eyestrip
eCebove eye), mreatt, be

et 

CoD anterTal wore white: The bill sos entirely
 block and was obee 

sees banger ion perigee fe | 
yy PE 

The eye <os clark C
hock. The legs on

d Leet were entirely
 dark — 

rababhy hbek. Befween The white 
Steet! onot Fhe breun o

§ Fae Top oF 

P | a Lick for Beat? e
xfended Prem We

 ahile superci lar Jine | 

- bead oe 
me on éter sick. Th

e Jdird also pad a bla
ck bar ae patch 

above one e9° TP Te 1 Jowaredl bec
k oF heat This cena chit 

aA bras | 

‘fripaten bette be
ohine eye The bird

 had a tot breast ban C block slashes on 

} 0 block Sordwed bor 

These pnorks were. Jecate
d ust infront of wing en 

sides ef neck < 
oe 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
Hock pariial 

; fed Soe, P png Plver by Bil shape t color , bok ear poth, blak /e55, breast bond 
Shape oF neck ring, d bre.on rump: 

Peo Mk ving a0 MO Ied Dolor by pole dersal color, bill shape + colary » ang elee 
ear palth r breast? band marks; and feg + Seal coor. W

e combination FT 207 i Jae 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ide
ntification? WE plek les: 

eed 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical s
auna 

kartly cloucty 76 poeriécks os 
sunhghT - eS seh ot - good lighting atlimes 

DisTonce = apres joo-
1es yelCby eye) Used 2OK and 45% 

= eS. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Vo experience 
uw: Saseag he 

plenty with Sem:pe mated ond Frping 
Plovers. al 

References and persons consulted before writing
 description: dbtoad Geogre phic Gude 

How long before field notes made?Macle onThe spot 
this form completed? da 

: a 

Spwag f 
é 

MATL TO: 30 WL a@emt, Field Reports Editor, Rewer Geet, ee Gap [A ocr 

Bed Myers BR.2,)Fer 1535 Ferry) 50229



DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa ¥5-02 

What species? Sh wy blowe— How many? / 
iz 

Location? Bo. Bra wlth ; outhane &, LA 

Type of Habitat? mud fi.t ven, bens oh fecok lake 

When? date(s): 4. too" (78% ne FO wp Ap.” <x Cert) 

Who? your name and address: ~“Jhomas H. Sent , Bubh Sere levels » lade GH, fh yreyo 

Others with you: Ress _S. PE ee age 

Others before or after you: _Stere  broomue, Lob ta gos 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

A Sty Ll Li yht Colyret plowe-j} puct, LC, ght, Peg Sem ipalret | we. een 

fla {vee Appee— Cite oF 4 estan, by by elas ey, 

Vey Shot Fa _led Appeorr) 1 Gaver a ley heete cyt pee—GQ-ce, (AY bef TiveS 

pracreed ed Ly, 
Bol hays, ye boack, 

b Acti “7 wf, buete be chor. Gluck Shor LG, wire oA Lt 
he ti tA &.28 engl) Cvar—l hen Gr Lie Crtlan 

l, flget— Thr 28 On) phe. LOR 5h faut —brnwn o mL 

Lika ports CLG, ope pend vem, 2 5 ey bee, 

Similar species; how eliminated: 

Fad wees, Bs ete, fil fatten chet a daar Lestf ot 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? “<= 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

Beck g 5. ee hy CT, Se, L~h Ot , Zo GcG Cag} ) lox bye ees, Zo < Setjr2 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: pa 5 oo ie te, 
ao A 

References and persons consulted before writing description: hs, befor We Fate. 

hw 
How long before field notes made? bd Lek this form completed? —/2- hes 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).


