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counts were from the next-to-southemmost reporting site, Johnson Co., where 25-32 were found
(JLF, m.ob.).ﬂuodyropodfurhlrmuﬁmof&whbﬁnghDosMnhuCo(CN:).Aﬂockof
25 was in Emmet Co. 4 Dec (DeH), and 10-12 were at Ames 12 Jan and 23 Feb (HZa). One
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Pine Siskin: This species was but not in large numbers this winter, Best counts were
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American Goldfinch: Two obssrvers in southwestemn lowa (MTi, MAP) indicted low numbers, but
sea CBCs.

Emwmmmmammmmm the three seen this winter
prwndadmhopeiqrbchrﬂingbeom. One was at a feeder at Seymour, Wayna Co.
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Miulss}ppi River from its north Budington origin point. They were found on CBCs north to
Muscatine, with as many as 60 at Budington. Mavement is occurming to the south of Burlington also,
where birds were seen in the Wever area (CRF). An unexpected record was of a male at the
Gmt%m%dmmhmdwhmtnpoﬁodusr.HPi.m.ob.).
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BLACK-NECKED STILT AT AMANA LAKE
THOMAS H. KENT

On 20 May 1993, Tom Staudt and I went to Amana Lake in
Towa County to look for shorebirds because we had heard that
the water level was low with extensive mudflats. We
immediately spotted two large, long-legged shorebirds in the
shallow water. The birds were huge compared to nearby
Semipalmated Plovers. The body size was about same as nearby grackles, but their
long, bright pink legs made them tower over the grackles. The stilts were black
above and white below with a small white patch over eye and white forehead. Their
bills were long, thin, and black. The black on back of head extended down neck to
back and was more prominent on lower neck. They fed by leaning down and picking
at the surface.

The birds were seen later in the day by Randy Pinkston, and one was photographed
the next morning by Tim Schantz as it flew away to the north (Figure 1).

Fig.1. Black-necked Stilt at Amana Lake, 21 May 1993, Photo by Tim Schantz.

There are three other accepted records of this species in Iowa. The first were two
photographed at Union Slough N.W.R. in Kossuth County on 1-2 June 1984 (Kent
and Silcock 1985). The second was at Snyder Bend in Woodbury County from 6 to
14 April 1991 (Huser 1992). The third was photographed at Riverton Area in
Fremont County on 12 May 1992 (IBL 62:77, 63:69, Johnson and Allen 1994).
There are six old, inadequately substantiated records and two unlabeled specimens
(Dinsmore et al. 1984), which are likely correct considering the ease of identification
and likelihood of occurrence.
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Species: Black-necked Stilt; Number: 2

Location: Amana Lake, Iowa County, lowa

Date: 20 May 1993; Time: 12:15 to 12:30 p.m.

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, 1A 52246.

Others before/with/after: with Tom Staudt, Randy Pinkston after

Habitat and circumstances: artificial, shallow lake with low water and extensive mud flats

Description of bird: Two large, long-legged shorebirds on mud flats in shallow water. Pink legs. Black above,
white below. Small white patch over eye. white forehead. Long thin black bill. Fed by leaning down and picking
at surface. Black on back of head and down neck to back, more prominent on lower neck. Huge size compared to
Semipalmated Plover. Body size about same as nearby grackles, but long legs made them tower over the
grackles.

Voice: not heard.

Similar species: none.

Any one have reservations?: no.

Light: back and side lighting, sunny; Distance: 50 to 100 yards (guess); Optics: 10x binocular, 20x telescope.

Previous experience: Have seen many, one in lowa.

References before/after viewing: none.

Time of notes: during observation; Final typing: 3 hours.
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DOCUMENTATION OF ACCIDENTAL SPECIES

Black-necked Stilt, Himantopus mexicanus
20 May 1993, approx. 2-2:45 p.m,
Amana Lily Lake, Iowa Co., Iowa

Two birds observed across the width of the lake, perhaps 300
yards(?), with 10-30x zZoom binoculars under mostly cloudy skies.
I used 30x magnhification for most of the observation. The two
birds were foraging in shallow water against the lakeshore mud-
flat. Slender-bodied shorebirds on long spindly legs. Larger
and taller than Black-bellied Plovers present in same area.

Jet black above sharply demarcated from snow white below, with
characteristic pattern of black on neck extending down onto
sides of chest. Pink color of legs discernable even at great
distance. No further details could be seen. Not seen in
flight. No calls heard.

Black-necked Stilt is a common permanent resident on the upper
Texas coast where I have lived and birded for many years. There
is no other species with which it can be confused.

--Randy Pinkston
526 Reno Street
Towa City, IA 52245-3039
Ph.(319)351-0592



