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Hendrickson Marsh, Story Co., IA

*Martsching, *B./*M. Proescholdt

IBL 54:114; 55:57, Martsching 1986

DOCUMENTATIONS
Mark Proescholdt
Beth Proescholdt
Paul Martsching
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 54:114
Records Committee: IBL 55:57
Martsching, P. 1986. Ruff in Story County. IBL 56:64.
VOTE: 4-II, 3-III (counted as II, as no one discounted any of the
documentations/tk)
II, Puzzling that tail marks differ in 2 descriptions.
II, Excellent descriptions, diagnostic.
III, Well described. Not hard to identify in juvenal plumage.
III, I wonder how many of these we’ll see now that we know
they’re here.
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RUFF IN STORY COUNTY =

PAuL MARTSCHING

On the afternoon of 1 September 1984 I was birding Hendrickson Marsh. Along the
south side I met Mark Proescholdt; he told me that there was a large sandpiper
among the Pectoral Sandpipers on the west shore. My first impression of the bird
was ‘giant pectoral.’ It was one-third longer than the largest pectoral and had a more
erect posture. The bird preened for 15 minutes while standing in shallow water
along a mud flat. The legs were dull green. The bill was dark and shaped and propor-
tioned to the head like a pectoral’s bill. The scaly back was composed of dark brown
feathers with light brown edges. The breast was light gray-brown fading to white on
the belly. The light gray-brown head had fine dark streaks from the base of the bill to
the top of the head and fading down the back of the neck. I flushed the bird; as it
landed going straight away from me, I saw a distinct white V on the rump pointing
down the tail. Back at the car, a perusal of field guides (Peterson 1980, Robbins,
Bruun, and Zim 1966) seemed to confirm my impression of Ruff, but both field
guides mentioned large white ovals on either side of the tail. This was somewhat
discouraging in light of the distinct white V I had seen. As I prepared to return for
another look, Hank Zaletel arrived. We could not relocate the bird. We met Mark
and Beth Proescholdt on the way out and looked at their field guide (National
Geographic Society 1983) which stated “In flight (page 139), U-shaped white band on
rump is distinctive in all plumages.” Mark and Beth found the bird again, but only
one observer found it the next day, late in the day. This is the third Iowa record for
Ruff. One of the others was also a juvenile and found in September; the other was a
spring female (Dinsmore et al., 1984, Jowa Birds).

1120 Marston, Ames, 1A 50010
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ¥ ~2%
What species? R A -F-ﬁ How many? |
Location? Hewn AV\'CKSO’V\‘S /"lmrslr\ " S'w'e\!‘j Co.

Type of habitat? Lﬂvx_q} oxwa_  of ex?osecl mwnd ‘P{d‘f alovg e&qe of watex

12: OOprw. 0 300 prwar
When? date(s): 59—?+ If (48% time: '7"00;-**-150 800 Pp,,,,—q\m& 10 vinutes Jefal

Who?your name and address: MGNK ?w—oes c:.lwu‘(' Lis dwmh, Towa
others with you: alove Fem (12700—3:00p.pm. Be-H»\ P&oesc.lw[cl-f' i eveming
v 7 P
others before or after you: Paul Mox‘l'scl\'mq _Ames P 2305w, =63 pim,
=7 -7 Al

: : i : apprex wately
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

4 whced a« large Shovehivd along the water's edge with wmawy othor
Shoebids awund +. This bivd was qute a bi4 - laxgev +Ham tacee
wilsews Phalexopes right beside i+ and alwmest +wice as laxge a3 Seme
pecleval Samdpipexs neax i+, This bivd had a deep wick, byownish calov
on e back., TH had o lewg Shaight bill Hat was just bavely
Jownduxned ab Hs Hp. THs braast was awsheaked awd i+ was buffy
Ccown Feom the thvort Hdo He belly. TH was white andexn eath
Feva He hﬁ”g Jo "‘&Q_‘J&l' T4s legg wenxe. hg‘ltl’ g\—uji'SL iw coalovx. o & o8
had o slightly brouner ap ow 45 head Fhow Hthe bvown ow Hhe back of
s weck. Tt seemed vather lowg—legged. T# was iw the water amd a+t
+he wateds edge . Whem preening, i+ duvwed 4 head and ot of white
showed iw i+s Hail.  the bird had anm eret gance.

Iw He eveming we saw + £l 3-4 +4imeS past us,
legs weve extemded beyoud the Hp o% He ail, age white fjj/
PQ"\'CL‘QS at the hase of the Hail weve very euvdeut. T4 |ud white on
Hhe uhcle\rSn‘d'a of I+ wings. s e B

S lacge siqe and having o sheaight bill, T was et geay but o deep,
cich beounish colov, Whem Flushed, i+ did net have the shaking black-awd-uhite
wh

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Abss

paterh
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
afHexmeen — Diveet Sumlight behind me. and ew Hre bivd, 30-H0 yards

evemiwy — C.lomlg. 30— 40 yaxds _e_s-[-g'mrl—ed, estimated,

Used Bushuell SpacCwoestew Il scape, with 22X wide owgle lems and 7%X35 Rineculars
Previous experience with species and s milar ones: Sme.

References and persons consulted before writing description: Robhins Bivds 4'%9"3{'\ C“";;_";'C%m
R.1. Petexsens Field quide Ho+he Birds, Aatl. Geogqrapwids Bivdg of Novtha Ammexica, Towe Bivds by Dinsmere,

How long before field notes made? while viewing bivd this form completed? 5€p+ 2, 1959

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

What species? f?u 'F'p How many? / —_
Location? /‘/&’\ d V‘J'@/C. Son’s )’1&?’3 /% 5‘710?3] Cdun# 4

Type of habitat? muc‘ C/a}Q at &c[ae 0-p lake '

When? date(s): Sé’ Qf'& m ber /} /?Pdtime?’rﬁ:-ff"l to J/ad 7314’.) Qédﬁtéafmr‘nu%g

) I
Who?your name and address: Be +A pf‘o esc /jQ[d 7+
others with you: Mdr’/é pFOC':‘SC /’)Ofc{f'

others before or after you: M(Wk saw iteavher in ?ﬂi‘, Jia/fa/ 21//%‘%-6/
- r )f‘

’
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 9
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

7/)/5 /drgc ér‘awn 6/)0;*&5/';“0/ on 7(’/)6. mac/rpéz/s /)e(u—-/f;@

wa ter wa ) 5/r5/1 f‘/y /a%ger fhan e Kﬂ‘//cz/aar near r'?ﬁ d/)c:/
much /czrgcr than +he Pectoral Samaﬁwpar@ large one Fhat ; 1

ﬁqp-erf-?'cfa// resembld. —As ;4 (alked it She an evect

fvs#arq a fy/ump ﬁaa’y, a 422;',-/9 /"”ﬁ neaé, and a shoutdark bi A,

Z# had a 564/9 dark-brown bﬂcé with a brown cap on its sthatl

/’)CaC/, a grayz'sﬁ- buff throat + breas# that was unstreak ed

. (a/'t‘/)aafj/\ ot bimes T Could see very Bt baveve-on /1% upper 51‘465)
a white !ze//y and gray-beige /egs, T+ ﬁw?oréﬁ Fime's, reuram

4o +he Same Sfaf, except Loy *he st time. In -P/:y/yf‘ /anj oval

tohite spots weve Jrsible on each s/de of #he dark centrsl

5%"”[7'3- of the Fail (with its legs ex-/enq/ea(éejaﬂa/ +he +ail,

we concluded +hat /# could be Nothing bata & Ruff —

an 057"0/1:‘5/7;‘1'}? §f'£(}') /‘)‘r’\g ,/

i ; o i A - 44 ‘2.8 ~ G‘/oa{'éa'// Awfa_}f‘//e'f

Similar species and how eliminated: w//e 7,/ éj&ééfﬁfm >

/s favgev o4 qray /r stead of bhﬁwn ve a willet’s arn
Pd‘H‘ﬂgfl fuﬁjn ﬁ’j:ng 7

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /[/0

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
fﬁmm 5/deo bdck, a/aat} appirox. o ydmfsj brnocabivrs and
A

lcqh :
&%Me// Spacemaster Scope 22 ot o
Previous experience with species and similar ones: A/e vé r a Luff-— LWilleTs OTFen

- ttandaid ot O T fersen
BT s B e A B Pl
How long before field notes mdde? at onCé this form completed? e’p A

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Middlewestern Prairie Region .
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) §-28

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

1. spectes__Ruff [ W@ Sec nopase Sl =)\ 2. Number: .

3. Location Hendricksons Marsh, Story County, Towa

4. Date:_L September 196l 5. Time BirdPREQH: 4:30 ‘. s 5 mm

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics
but include only what actually was seen in the field): proma distance had the general v

annearance of a giant Pectorszl Sandpiper. Closer observation showed: Genergal pectoral
shepe - about 3 inches longer than the biggest Pectorals nearby. legs light greenish-
gray; no cye ring or eye brew line; head,neck & breast grayish buff; narrow brown 'cap!
or Ywide streak! on top of head - with very fine streaks from this down back of neck.
back & shoulder feathers dark brown with light or buffy edges; wings ¢ tail ended
together when standing; beask - dark & rather like Pectoral's in shape & proportion to
head. o Standing a bit more upright or erect than Pectoral. I scared it up & when it
lan going straight away-saw a white inverted V (pointing down tail toward end}; tail
7. Description of volce, if heard: = "7 dark; slight trace of light wing stripe &n
not heard ‘ flight. belly lighter than breast.
8. Description of behavior: preening (facing me) first 15 minutes; spent rest of time
just standing in the shallow water till I seared it up & it flew a little way.
9. llabitat - general: ]lake & marsh -
specific: in shallow water at edge of mud flats

10, Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by q .
size eliminstes all thep;maller sandpiners; beak lengt %ii%gég%gseﬁe;ﬁﬁy%ﬂj?ﬁﬂé?in’
large birds. Geezter Yellowlegs has yellow legs, longer bill, more grap & white colorktion.
Upland sandpiver is streaky-speckled below. Golden Plover has no white pattern above in
flight. 3lack bellied plover doesn't have the very distinctive inverted V pattern this bird

iI1. Distance (how measured)? L0 ft at closest 12. Optical .
S g A

!3. Light (sky, light on bird; position of sun in relation to bird angl oy):
eXexxr mostly clear; bird to north, then east, then south of me as I w Fod north along edge of
‘4. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 1ake.
never seen before
‘5. Other cbserversijark ¢ Beth Proesholdt

:6. Did the others agree with your identification? ves
17, Other observers who independently identified this blrd:

'8, Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
A field Guide to tne Birds Peterson ‘ :
Birds of lorth America Golden Press

National Geograohic Field Guide see back please:

9. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? - wrote my
7, 1 certainly didn't know what it was at the time.

notes while 5323%9 th{g,b&rﬁ”’*"’
/:?L-Lf( ’ ,//‘/T ://4_/ " L _Address: //?—‘C_\; /.-/(af('._ }_.h,

>{gnature’ T

dal
—_— - / :
Date: L? fS;§%Z<j?’F_ d/f7ﬁf:%7f City, State: /4§Z:n*z/ \Q;;Lfarq }
o - @ AR~ and A N M\,_L;J-L,Q*;; L7 ‘/2_
A Al - LR f—\‘_f/‘,w ~ C):) Cﬂ.u.thj’ﬂ.f,f' -/i" R
(over) Wb d™ ﬁwﬁcf et Y A g /fE’L_
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I'd been looking around the eastern end of Hendrichsons! Marsh &:ﬁgg;g going
aleng the road on the south side when I met Mark Proesholdt. He told me about
the 3uff-breasted Sandpiper on the west end ani =zlse among the Pec oral Sand»ipers
a bigger bird. He didn't know what it was. So I went aroung ¢ found the Buff-
breasbéd, then the bigper bird. After taking quite a few notes - not having any
ifea whet 1t was, & so not knowing what fike figfld marks to look for (Ruff did
cross my mind - but I certainly didn't have any idea what marks to looks for for
a Ruff as I'd never expected to see one) - X deliberately scared it u® hooing for
some distimctive wing or tail nattern that might prove helpful. The inverted
white V stocod out from the derk tail & back as the tird landed again. I figured with
211 my n-otes that should be enuf. The nicture of the Ruflf in A Fleld Guide to

- the 3irds shur looked like this tird, but the flying »icture showed a big white

snol on each side of the tail. L xewise the 3irds of North Americagszid white
oval patches on each si“e of base of tsil. I was perturbed because none of the
picturesof any of the shorehirds showed the distinct white inverted V I'd seen.

I decided to Fut my bo~ts back on & wade out thru the weeds again to see if I
could find it. I Aidn't, but on my nay'Hg%”ﬁ%% Fank Zaletel who'd gotten a

rhore c2ll from Mark Proscholdt saying on the basis of his notes his mother,

Beth Prneecqﬁlﬂt thet he'd seen a Ruff, and that they were coming to Hendricksons.
I went back et Ulth Henk, but we dldn't see the Ruff (or the Buff brested either).
As we header back to leave, Mark ¢ Beth came. I looked at their National
Geographic book & it plainly showed the white inverted V I'd seen. A4 any rate

I left satisfied that I'd indeed seen a Ruff. I asked Mark to call me if they
saw itLagain & were convinced it was or was not a Ruff. Later thad evening Mark
called & said they'd seen it several times, & were convinced it was a Ruff.




