
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/01/93 

Ruff Record Number: 84-28 
1 Sep 1984 Classification: A-D 

Hendrickson Marsh, Story Co., IA 
*Martsching,*B./*M. Proescholdt 
IBL 54:114; 55:57, Martsching 1986 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Mark Proescholdt 
Beth Proescholdt 
Paul Martsching 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 54:114 
Records Committee: IBL 55:57 
Martsching, P. 1986. Ruff in Story County. IBL 56:64. 

VOTE: 4-II, 3-III (counted as II, as no one discounted any of the 
documentations/tk) 

II, Puzzling that tail marks differ in 2 descriptions. 
II, Excellent descriptions, diagnostic. 
III, Well described. Not hard to identify in juvenal plumage. 
III, I wonder how many of these we’ll see now that we know 

they’re here.
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Martsching, P. 1986. Ruff in Story County. lowa Bird Life 

86:64. 

RUFF IN STORY COUNTY 

PAUL MARTSCHING 

On the afternoon of 1 September 1984 I was birding Hendrickson Marsh. Along the 
south side I met Mark Proescholdt; he told me that there was a large sandpiper 
among the Pectoral Sandpipers on the west shore. My first impression of the bird 
was ‘giant pectoral.’ It was one-third longer than the largest pectoral and had a more 
erect posture. The bird preened for 15 minutes while standing in shallow water 
along a mud flat. The legs were dull green. The bill was dark and shaped and propor- 
tioned to the head like a pectoral’s bill. The scaly back was composed of dark brown 
feathers with light brown edges. The breast was light gray-brown fading to white on 
the belly. The light gray-brown head had fine dark streaks from the base of the bill to 
the top of the head and fading down the back of the neck. I flushed the bird; as it 
landed going straight away from me, I saw a distinct white V on the rump pointing 

down the tail. Back at the car, a perusal of field guides (Peterson 1980, Robbins, 
Bruun, and Zim 1966) seemed to confirm my impression of Ruff, but both field 
guides mentioned large white ovals on either side of the tail. This was somewhat 
discouraging in light of the distinct white V I had seen. As I prepared to return for 
another look, Hank Zaletel arrived. We could not relocate the bird. We met Mark 
and Beth Proescholdt on the way out and looked at their field guide (National 
Geographic Society 1983) which stated “In flight (page 139), U-shaped white band on 
rump is distinctive in all plumages.” Mark and Beth found the bird again, but only 
one observer found it the next day, late in the day. This is the third Iowa record for 
Ruff. One of the others was also a juvenile and found in September; the other was a 
spring female (Dinsmore et al., 1984, Jowa Birds). 

1120 Marston, Ames, IA 50010
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Ho under side of its wings, 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 7-2 

What species? [< A $+ How many? { 

Location? tendwicksews Mavsh | SHery co. 
r 

Type of habitat? Lowa Ovea of expose d Tree | Plat< alow om 

12> CO—pm.to 3:00 pm: - = 

When? date(s): _—-§ Sept. |, [A8¥ time: 2! 00pm. t0_ _£:00 pw.— aleut 10 minutes 4ela! 

Who?your name and address: MaxK Yroes choldt- Lis@wh, =lowe 

others with you: alone from (2io0—3iopm.; Beth Proescholdt iw evening 

others before or after you: Pour | Moets ching : Ames , Prem 3: 30p.m.—6: 3 pom. 

— . 7 wer mately 

ee 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

twehced a large Shovebird along the waters edge with many othor 

S\hovelird around it, this hivd: wr KS quite a bit - larger haw tharee 

Wi lsews Phalaropes right beside i+ and alwest twice as large aS Some 

pecteral Sand pipers nea it. this Lived had Ou deep ich , browns Sh celow 

ol tts back, at had — loug Steaight biil +hat was Sust havely 

doww-tuxned at its +i Pp: tts }vreast was uustreaked and it was but fy 

own From the threet +o the belly. t+ was white underneath 

Frow. tHe. belly +o the ail ‘ tts legs  Wwene_ lig ht Grays k iw Calor. a a as 

had o@ slightly browne AP ow its head thaw the brown on te Lael of | 

+e week. Lt seemed rather long— kgged. TH+ was iw the -weter and at 

he waters edge. when preening, it ducned He head and lets of white 
showed im its tail. the bird had an eret stance. 

Iu te evening we Saw (+ fly 3-Y¥ +imesS past us, tos 

legs were extended beyond the +ip of the wail, arge white ova/ 
patches at the hase of the Yall were very euidet, at lod white ae 

a RRR aaa, 

Similar species and how eliminated: a” thoy nt Pe ssi hy “willet at Gist trem 

+5 lacge size and having & straight bill) ot was wet gray but o deep, 
rich brounw’sh calor, When flushed, i+ did net have the FHviking black-and-white 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identific
ation? Nea pe 

atTeErh 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equ
ipment: 

after neen — Diveet Sumli ght behind me a
nd en the. hivd, 30-40 yards } 

evening — Cloudy. 30-Y0 yards estimated, 
estimated , 

used Bushnell Spacemaster Ml scope with AIK wide ovgle lens and 7X35 Binsculars | 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ine. 

‘ti ‘oti a ct Ameniea, 
References and persons consulted before writing descriptio

n: Robbins Bicds ef We ACR, 

R.t Petexsen's Field guide to He Bicds, Matl, Geographics Birds of No
rth America, TDW Birds by Divshere, | 

How long before field notes made? while view! ng bicd this f
orm completed? Sept. 2, 19S¥ 

MAIL 70: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Ru ff£ How many? / 

Location? Hendrick son's Marsh. Sor y County 
/ 

Type of habitat? mud Flats at edge of lake 

When? date(s): Se pte Mm ber a aperine! Pa-4 PM to Fiso PM. abe 

Who?your name and address: Be 4h Vroe = h oldt 

others with you: Mark roesc holdt 

others before or after you: Mark Saw itearhéerin PM. asadid Farud Nope.) 
a i 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details be 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

This Jarge brown shore. bird Of) the mud tla#s Near the 

Water was sligh tly he ae than phe Kilideer near ‘t; and 

much larger than the Pectoral Sandpiper (a large one) that st 
superficially resembked. 4s 7# walked it showed an evect 

posture, a plump body, a fairly longneck and a stsutdark bil, 
Zt had a scaly dark-brown back, with a brown CaP Gh) a) Slhal| 

head a grayish - buff HAvoal + breast that uns unshreaked 
~ (although at times L could see very taint barring on its Lupper sides ) 
a white belly and gray-bege legs, Lt Slew > ne rae Fimes returain 3 

to the Same spot, excep? for “he bs#time,. Ln Flight long oval 
—tohite spots were Wi sible 07) eCach Side of fhe dark Central! 

We concluded that ,t# could be Nothing buta @ Ruff — 
aN" astonishing sgh Ping / 

§¥-2Y 

of Fe minut & 

Similar species and how eliminated: Wi fle t OY th %(,2 Cw stout bill butw let
 

is lavgev, ¢ Mea instead of brown J MO have 4 Willers ang 

patte DN when Nig 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? WE 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
ght frem S21(Gdee back, aloud y, appreax. YO yards, Arne cakes and 

Bishnelf Spacemas ter Scope AX 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Ke Vera Ku ff- LUillets often 

Ref arsons consulted before writjng ,desgription: uides o Pe berson, LN ras am astrs aye SR Sac cal Mec hg 
How long before field notes made? OnCEe this form completed? ent: 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Middlewestern Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, I

ndiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 
Panne 

| BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1, Species Ruff MENG sew ADivs te Sila = Nx) \ 2. Number: One 

3. Location Hendricksons Marsh, Story County, Iowa 

4. Date: L September 198) 5. Time Bird Been! 4.230 to > Pm 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in preat detail all parts of the 
plumage,-and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): froma distance had the general 

anvearance of a giant Pectorel Sandpiper. Cleser observation showed: Genergal pectoral 

sheve - about 3 inches longer than the biggest Pectorals nearby. legs light greenish- 

gray; no cye ring or eye brow line; head ,neck é: breast grayish buff; narrow brown 'cap! 

or twide streak! on top of head - with very fine streaks from this down back of neck. 

back & shoulder feathers dark brown with light or buffy edges; wings ¢ tail ended 

together when standing; beask - dark & rather like Pectoral's in shape & proportion to 

head. y Standing a bit more upright or erect than Pectoral. I scared it uo & when it 

land& going straight away-saw a white inverted V (pointing down tail toward end}; tail 
7. Description of voice, if heard: = ““°"~@ark3 slight trace of light wing stripe in © 

| | not heard es flight. belly lighter than breast. 

8. Description of behavior: preening (facing me) first 15 minutes; spent rest of time 
just standing in the shallow water till I seared it up & it flew a little way. 

9. Habitat - general: lake & marsh - 
, specific: in shallow water at edge of mud flats 

iO. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6. 7 : 
size eliminates all the smaller sandpiners; beak lengt ‘eliminates hearty Seeks t9: 

large birds. Grester Yellowlegs has yellow legs, longer bill, more gram & white coloration. 

Upland sandpiper is streaky-speckled below. Golden Plover has no white pattern above in 

flight. Slack bellied plover doesn't have the very distinctive inverted V pattern this bird 

il, Distance (how measured)? 0 ft at closest | i 12. ‘Oetical . a: 
| : oe 7 x Bee Jo SSP Bebo are 

= 

‘3. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird_and yoy): 
gkexr mostly clear; bird to north, then east, then south of me as I walked “north along edge of 

.4, Previous experience with this species and Bimilarly appearing species: lake. 
never seen before 

‘5, Other cbserversiyark & Beth Proesholdt 

.6, Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

17, Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

(8, Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

A field Guide to the Birds Peterson . _———— 
Birds of North America Golden Press . 

Netional Geographic Field Guide see back please: 

9. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? _ “rote ay 
notes Fe OTe Ome bird; Il certainly cidn't know what it was at the time. 

i Sh4 (Ze ———. Address: Jf 2c) wt Ac te A) 

“sfgnature’ i Be y, __ | 

A, a | ice: DW wpe het, ef =) 
Wax, oy eQ2-r ~ fre ae a 7 oe oe. {4 ft ; fr-+ ith 

(over) wet wt kvetd prrtr, W ne Arr ,
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SY 74 
I'd been looking around the eastern end of Hendrichsons! Marsh & aod going 
alcng the road on the south side when I met Mark Proesholdt. He told me about 
the Buff-breasted Sendpiper on the west end and eles among the Pectoral Sandnipers 
a bigger bird. He didn't know what it was. So I went aroung é: found the Buff- 
brea$édd, then the bigger Dird. After taking quite a few notes - not having any 
idea whet it was, é so not knowing what fkke feild marks to look for (Ruff did 
cross my mind - but I certainly didn't have any idea what marks to lookg for for 

a Ruff as I'd never expected to see one) - X deliberately scared it ud hoving for 
some distinctive wing or tail pattern ‘that might orove helpful. The inverted 

% white V stood out from the derk tail & back as the bird landed again. I figured with 
¢ all my notes that should be enuf. The victure of the Ruff in A Field Guide to 
7 the Birds shur looked like this bird, but the flying victure showed a big white 

C
H
 

~. snot on each side of the tail. L  kewise the Birds of North Americ aps2id white 

oval patches on each side of base of tail. I was perturbed because none of the 
picturesof any of the shorebirds showed the distinct white inverted V I'd seen. 
I deciced to But my boots back on é& wade out thru the weeds again to see if I 
could fine it. I didn't, but on my way kee mbt Hank Zaletel who'd gotten a 
phore call from Mark Proscholdt saying on the basis of his notes his mother, 
Beth Proes cholat, thet he'd seen a Ruff, and that they were coming to Hendricksons. 
I went back ems with Hank, but we didn't see the Ruff (or the Buff breated cither). 
As we heades back to leave, Mark & Beth came. I looked at their National 
Geographic book é& it plainly showed the white inverted V I'd seen. At any rate 
I left satisfied that I'd indeed seen a Ruff. I asked Mark to call me if they 
saw it again & were convinced it was or was not a Ruff. Later thag evening Mark 

called & said they'd seen it several times, & were convinced it was a Ruff. 


