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IBL 61:16, 19, 62:22

DOCUMENTATION

Ken Lowder
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 61:16, 19

Records Committee: IBL 62:22
VOTE: 2 A-D, 5 NA

A-D: Document seems to be quite adequate.

NA: Ken, this probably was a Black Rail. However, the view was
such that apparently it wasn’t possible to see any of the marks
usually considered to be diagnostic. A small black bird acting
like a rail is just not quite enough description to rule out the
possibility of something else. Yes, the identification is
plausible. At the same time, it’s not unreasonable consider it
might not have been a Black Rail.

NA: I do not discount the very real possibility that this was
indeed a Black Rail. I am also aware of the difficulties in
adequately documenting a bird as elusive as Black Rail. The
flight characteristics mentioned certainly suggest a member of
the rail family, and Yellow and Vlrglnla Rails are eliminated by
the field marks noted. There remains some doubt, however, when
all major field marks--bill, maroon nape, leg color and 1ength,
and shape of body--are not seen and/or described. I am also
concerned that the shape of the wings which was seen is not
given. In addition, it would seem that if a rail flushed within
three feet and flew for twenty feet, the dangling legs (or at
least the feet) would be visible at some point. Also notes and
documentation appear to have been written several days after
sighting.

NA: My efforts to come up with what this may have been were
pretty much unsuccessful. Had this been earlier in the year, a
recently fledged Rail such as Sora might have been a possibility,
but this date is much too late for that, at least according to
the literature I have. In conclusion, I think you probably did
have a Black Rail. I think if I had seen what you saw, I probably
would have added it to my Iowa (and life) list. On the other
hand, your view was very brief, and none of the diagnostic field
marks could be seen. In view of the rarity of this bird and the
need for conclusive evidence for accepting this bird in Iowa,
this sighting should probably not be included into the scientific
record. But keep trying.

NA: This documentation lacks sufficient detail,
understandably, due to the lack of observation time. No size
comparison with nearby species makes the 6" size estimate
suspect. Blackbird with cutoff tail not eliminated. On the other
hand I cannot eliminate it either.

A-D: Description is that of Black Rail beyond any doubt.

NA: The observer gave good details and descriptions, but the
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key field marks of a Black Rail were not seen. The chestnut nape,
short black bill, white speckling on the back, and the white
barring on the flanks were not observed. This may have been a
Black Rail but more likely was a blackish rail chick.
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