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A. Fix, P-0246 (IBL 58:87)

REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 58:80

Records Committee: IBL 59:76

Photograph: IBL 58:87 (P-0246)

Dinsmore, S. J., and A. S. Fix. 1988. Snowy Plovers in Central
Iowa. IBL 58:86-87
VOTE: 4 A-P, 1 A-D, 1 abstain

A-P. Well documented. Photo by Fix diagnostic and also showed
possible different shape ear patch from Bays Branch bird.
However, difficult to say whether this was actual or apparent
difference due to camera angle etc. I’m inclined to think that it
is more likely two different birds were present.

A-P. Black bill, legs, and auricular patch plus tail pattern
are diagnostic.

A-P. Documentations very good on a fairly easy to identify
species. Photograph showed detail to identify this bird as a
Snowy Plover. If you put this photo beside other bird of 5/16 at
Bays Branch these birds certainly appear to be different birds.

A-D. I consider this bird the same as one covered in 88-02
(Bays Branch on 6 May, ed.)

A-P. Also clearly a Snowy Plover.

SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Andrew
S. Fix 153-C University Village, Ames, IA 50010; Brian Blevins
2003 E. 12th St., Davenport, IA 52803



would be no need for a Field Reports Editor and because of your efforts my
task is much easier. Most reports were neat, on time, in taxonomic order, and
almost everyone provided documentations or details for sightings requiring
them.

Alter putting a lot of work into field reports it is sometimes disheartening
for the contributor not to see some sightings listed in lowa Bird Life. These
omitted sightings have not been overlooked, but because of size limitations
and because of the incredible amount of information that is sent in, all sight-
ings cannot possibly be listed. Editors must try to determine patterns, pick
out carly and late dates, observe peaks, and draw out other especially useful
bits of information from a large group of sight records for each species. This
is not always easy. A sight record may also be omitted if details of the obser-
vation or a documentation was required and not furnished. Also, because of
deadlines, reports received late often cannot be incorporated. I try to list
these late reporters along with other contributors, even though [ have not
used their information in my compilation, so they can at least get some credit
for their efforts.

Contributors: keep up the good work!

SNOWY PLOVERS IN CENTRAL IOWA
STEPHEN ]. DINSMORE AND ANDREW S. FIX

‘l I x}
iy

Snowy Plover is an uncommon and local species that breeds along the Gulf
Coast from Florida to Texas, along the West Coast north to Washington, and
locally in the interior north to Kansas, Colorado, Utah, and Oregon
(American Ornithologists’ Union. 1983. Check-list of North American Birds, 6th
Edition). Snowy Plovers are vagrants north and east of their range, with most
records from April to July. In the last five years, there are records from
British Columbia, Saskatchewan (4), Wyoming, Nebraska, Minnesota (2),
lllinois (2), Ontario, and Pennsylvania. There are no previous records from
lowa.

At noon on 6 May 1988, Dinsmore noticed a very pale shorebird feeding
with other shorebirds at Bays Branch in Guthrie County. The size, posture,
and behavior were that of a plover, most likely a Piping Plover. At 1:34 p-m.,
after approaching closely and observing the bird for several minutes, he
identified it as a Snowy Plover. The bird was about the same size and shape
as nearby Semipalmated Plovers. The upperparts, including the back, wings,
and fail, were pale brown, much paler than the nearby Semipalmated
Plovers. The underparts and undertail were white. A black bar, about an inch
long, angled forward and downward from each shoulder. The head was pale
except for a black patch on the forehead and black auricular patches. The bill
and legs were black. The bill seemed slightly longer and slimmer than the
bill of a Semipalmated Plover. In flight, the bird had a light wing stripe and
the rump was the same color as the rest of the upperparts. Several other
birders saw the bird on the afternoon of the 6th and morning of the 7th, but it
could not be located after that.

86 lowa Bird Life

e g m e a
Snowy Plover, Bays Branch, 6 May 1988. Photos by T. H. Kent.

On 22 May 1988, Dinsmore and Fix were doing a Big Day Count in cen-
tral Jowa. At 2:56 p.m., Fix noticed a pale shorebird feeding with other
shorebirds in the southwest corner of Dunbar Slough in Greene County. He 4
initially thought that it was a Piping Plover, but we quickly noticed the dark !
bill and legs and identified it as a Snowy Plover. We watched the bird until i
3:14 p.m. During this time Fix photographed the bird. The bird was similar in '
appearance to the one at Bays Branch, although we noted that it appeared
smaller and slimmer than nearby Semipalmated Plovers. {

Dinsmore made an extensive
search of the area the next morning.

The number of shorebirds was e

greatly reduced, and the plover was
-

not found. It was, however, report-
edly seen briefly on the 25 May by g##
Brian Blevins.

These sightings represent the first
reports of Snowy Plover in lowa.
We thought that the birds were dif-
ferent individuals, but this cannot
be proven with certainty.

Snowy Plover, Dunbar Slough, 22 May 1988.
Photo by Andrew S. Fix

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, [A 50010

CURLEW SANDPIPER AT CORALVILLE RESERVOIR
CARL ]. BENDORF AND THOMAS H. KENT

On 13 May, we were doing a Big Day Count with Francis Moore and Dick
Tetrault. At 12:55 p.m. we arrived at an old backwater lake, known as Cres-
cent or Half Moon Lake, which lies south of the DuPont Bridge at the west
end of the Coralville Reservoir, Johnson County. From the back seat, Bendorf
happened to look through the willow trees that ring the edge of water and
saw a small duck sitting on a log. He yelled for the car to stop and put his
binoculars a Green-winged Teal, a new species for the day. He also noticed a
few shorebirds feeding in the grass just behind the teal. They were probing
deeply and at least one seemed to have all red underparts. Bendorf men-
tioned that there seemed to be dowilchers to look at.
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yr-63
DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?Snowy Flover
How Many 71
Location?Dunbar Slough, Greense Co.

HabitatTfeeding on mudflat wikth other shorebiras

Date?Z2 May 1988

Time?2:34-3:0% p.in.

Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas De. Ames, Ia
HOOL1LO

Jthers who saw Dird:andrsew F1x

Description of bird:We were scanning the hundreds of shorebirds in the
SW corner of Dunbar Slough when Andy saild he had found a Fiping
Flover. But when I located the bird, I recognized immediately that
the bird was not a Fiping Flover, but a Snowy Flover, similar to the
one [ +ound on & May at Bays Branch.

We watched the bird +tor 15 minutes, took some briet notes, and
then aAndy photographed the bird. When we left, the bird was still on
the mudflat. The following descriphtion was written from notes taken
during the observation. The bird was slightly smaller and =limmer
than several nearby Semipalmated Flaovers. The upperparts, 1cluding
the back, wings, and tail, were sandy brown. The underpsrits wera
white. The bird had a black slash, about an inch long, on each
shoulder Just above the bend of the wing. The crown was brown except
foar a black patch just above the forshead. The forehs=sasd was white.
The bird also had a white eveline and a black patch Jjust behind each
2y, The bill was black and was a it longer and slimmer bthan the
bill ot a Semipalmated Flover. The legs wers dark. In t+light, the
bird had a dark rump and a pale stripe running the length of eacnh
W1 a

MNow for the dif+icult guestiong is this the same bird that was at
Ravs Branch on 6 May 19887 [ would say it wasn’'t +for a couple of
reasons. First of all, ! birded all of the shorebird areas in GBreene
and Guthriz counties an at least 3 ococcasiaons between bthe sightings.

I+ the first bird had still been in the area, I think I would have
seen it. Other birders also looked for the +irst bird on later dates,
but with no luck. My second reason tor believing that this was a
differsnt bird 1s based on the weather patterns this spring. Wea have
had « lot of strong SW winds this spring, and this, combined with the
excellent shorebird habitat, would explain the presence of two
difterent Snowy Flovers in central lowa.

Similar species and how 2liminated: The sizz and general plover paosture
eliminates all shorebirds except Semipalmated and Fiping plovers. The
pale upperparts, dark legs and bBill, and head pattern eliminates
Semipalmated Flover. The dark bill and legs, dark ear patch, and dark
rump 2liminates Fiping Flover.,

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing condibtions wers =
with good light. Estimated viewing distance varied from 30~



?¥-03
I used a bBuschnell Z0-459x spotting scope.
Fravious experlience with species: | have seen Snowy Flaoavers 1n Flarida

and [ saw one 1n lowa earlier this spring.

How long betore field notes were madewritten during abservation

How long betore this form was completedfwritten on 22 May 1988



5«.&&4{& 53 Andre.c s Fix DWY;.”
| [53-C  Upiversity Vitlage iy D
| Ammes  Towna S0

Sis = .,29& 7255

RMMW &r QS& :‘g_lm.. CCL\MMW“-O G&l@ndtm«o)

fo% m«D 22, /588

.T/m"- s 4._{ f‘ax;/r\_-bé 9 ‘o5 £ (. Oe_f)gzom:j/r\, G@ci«?‘ ;SW)

Locaon - Saddiowt covme ,& Piidoet. S:Cawd&

/OW@W:M&W@U(LS-M

Covme f  Denba Sl b~ a—jm’ gaf Mj
mnp%,é“,g’ kol | dee tf(m.vé - .Skve. Ddornne el
B, Lafo\;@.ﬁu&’a .4,«.&/«3 o o Jﬁf/ym) e il oo a
%m»a:i’/m«. b We vrte alrt lsojzf feoey 7LL }lt,‘t_jg(,

Dedo el va. A ﬁua M, @] pbspccad ‘ﬁn a ACx
Bealaett Sen.#j A /:_e,:ﬁwwf 2 UC<(4,-._ Gade bt
Cburmeniy aajﬁfchf 1C-<_ /QM Pia (}ératwvcﬁck Tf)m-«.a(n m%:n(

‘1(-& b‘.u{] Dercemeted gbﬁf Cyij were Whonn  an@C o SN rct i

X- S 10 S L Corrmens bone YDom S C ‘%Lﬁﬁ (ro , o~
Wodecmm ,zjaz-» mos* mgosese wrte ot () 5 <t
'[L»D ~ Grce Thodve ﬂﬂts wese Sl e fra Jt}ew-t«_& /I
L &0 Sa}[,r fﬂ bellnil o maieod honae .

: Oun i derch R wrmo Jxvx_/w- ; ,
6&&.; 1—3ixa,wé % W& S&WZ@
@fm—\_) x_:-\)(’k. ]'eu_ to@mw /WP@L. 63'31& Cﬁm.z.-cxk"-d&f)c_q

)fgw& brws o Lr,l:z‘gmﬂ Cuzfa#ue awém)m mantte
u:uwf awiw b% A}'d ‘ﬂk

z)M Lei | ore ovelowad ol oS, plles



A- Fix

Fwes TH
’ =)
Y¥-03 C

Lv o—@pgmte < g el Oal Greae ﬁgeusé?
Lm;-a}u/% MWW&?’M b oxipr—.

& Sonipbmetd flover - compltl bt ; Haile. mape
bf‘ca-u.. Ba b,‘,uzj M/W‘;u%ﬁ/—v‘/ﬂ'hjj/‘ /&j‘/\/f (ejg;
Se.n"ku bicotred b«.é? N |

G Wilsms Qe = o heasy bett [ loge, Liay

e lego )
6}‘ JLt // Q/Luwt_ 2{ Mg /&/u.a;\ S/}(_ 2 Vzdf.‘ifu ([‘an"u’é) 2
Qua(_/, IuLD M ,

: ‘?bu& Céwdlg\'{-\- abh i< QL_)(&-JQ so chy«@wﬁ;uuf
%—L Tl &E '6!.1:"1. RLML ol met lusc & B p—

?"- adAC ek f»_»fvvnuho-«-
Apda 5T DM

H'W?Nw‘ S. Frx D

W l,;uiocr;,‘@ (/:Ha:}(_

ﬁmo, Toe A Scors2 :
$is-ANL-1535%



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary Dird sightings in low
WHAE SReriEs” e Y ? |b'll’ How many ? J.
ibions? _D:aujuqr .5/09 i~ 57‘1 M(;‘

Habitat? D-,--nj marthk wth xiensiva mudflats

dhen” date(s)? €/as/ time: 7-99 kg 93T MM

dRCT sour name and addressi: Beiaw L. Blevins
2007 . 12t sd,get Dawewpert ; Toya

mthers with your Pelhe C. Pelersen
S AL ﬂtu 2 Diwnsaore, Argj/ Sy

i Ly e S
e i 1i(s Lncluding onl alat youl ed.
= daeta = af all parts (Qill, eve TEC
in (i 5 =1 s M 1 iNae-Ttal 1 L} =T -4 o

BN’J fl’to\»c.J a L\q.'a. Qray ¢°{°f;ﬂ'j du& o fuu TMLJ’LJ ‘.ﬂau.‘;# darle veﬁr-‘m-'-c'ou and
hacjl-imli almest appearcd asz l.‘q‘d‘ <t wirter pju.un-ugo.. f'nhda—,!' _’?a}:-L,'vﬁhhu‘:m,

and skﬂ‘Je.r wes ’nuan“' Ld‘- et heav ax Jm—k xS Mf"--’-'\rjf

behind He e, and
were dark and absent of

ot el'ase-%/ semipalmmated plovers. Bl anvd fecs
Ca/dl’ (o.jcu'.d constrastad itk S¢H|Pb.1u-.q.+'.1 Plovers

A»d_ f-'ma»“/( h-:-" JG«.L+ 4. '&Jl'n Le.‘-ﬂu‘.?; ?'.mrt-r f-ly"b o4 :“"Jf “"’lk.ﬁ rus Hhawn {"5"'
A‘P"Mtw ot coustant J..'Ppr'.rz) amd Pra‘.}\.’.

Ecies and how 2liminatedd Bird was  wenr (25 ¢ ) Eons <4

=3 ML L Ar =3 W o

Semipel mated Plosers thus §viw Sy candrast :"“‘.Pﬂ-!mt';ds were much richer
brown ond had Lull edfewsion o h;“ﬁ g nu’.l{:(amr).

JI O anygne 4disagrag or 1 ANVE P e apoueT The

dertification™ s

...... 3 P st glve lighking, distance (how mEssdrec:, and
=} 4 quipmarts  Hall s‘unl-ﬁa') Bird was seen of reughly 3091 o4 ;-,m...u[. amd

i #’(.'5{«} from Haat position 7% 35 f3rko¢ﬁ-!-ﬂ"') awd b){ G/E‘

=l — B L rog - 8 S Tl =Y e
Che yehne Bottems iy ansacx. 4!'1‘b [ﬂu-nlﬂl hG-';"'.

3 T i

AL L

grew nJr- -

=t - S 1 emP T

Wnbched  exbensively N breeding

Fefesrsnces ang persons consul bted befors writing description:
3--*“6{; af JUorJ'L 4""-" "=ﬁ-<ﬂk4,'omf C.‘a.oivg thc ._...lcle_) -fof ﬂ““j ba clack ad fccanu’ -‘u"l‘{néﬂ".ﬁc\
o T B L T Dt O F I notes made’?

S'h.'n;n"‘g atier ahd nlc.ﬂ'uc, o brervahion

rorm Completea 5_.;; L"'

1

How long berora

3



