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Purple Gallinule in Iowa County — On 16 May 1983 Bruce Trumpold of Middle
Amana reported a probable gallinule at the South Amana Pond in northeast Iowa
County, Iowa. The South Amana Pond is formed by a large man-made dam across
a stream in a wooded valley. Much of the shoreline is virtually enclosed by thick
timber and understory.

At 6:30 on the evening of the 16th I was fighting my way through the thickets of
poison ivy, gooseberry, raspberry, and multiflora rose along the west shore of the
pond. I hoped that this effort would reward me with a view of what I assumed
would be a Common Moorhen. Just when anticipation was fading into disap-
pointment, I suddenly flushed a dark, pigeon-sized bird from the shore into a tree
about 10 feet above the ground. As I approached to a closest distance of 15 feet, it
rather casually walked, hopped, and flew higher into the surrounding trees,
reaching a distance of 35 feet or more above the ground. I could clearly see its long,
bright-yellow legs and enormous, chicken-like feet. When it walked along a branch
it regularly flicked up its short, stubby tail to display white undertail coverts. Its
beak was like that of a coot, red with a yellow tip. Above the beak, on the forehead,
was a dull white plate. When the bird reached the upper branches of the trees it
emerged into the direct sunlight, which revealed the iridescent purple hue of its
belly and breast.

I observed the bird in the tree for 5-10 minutes, left to check the field guides,
and returned one hour later to startle it from the shore into a tree once again, and
confirm that it was indeed a Purple Gallinule (Porphyrula martinica).

Thanks both to the bird’s cooperative manners and the success of the Iowa
Birdline, the Purple Gallinule has been observed by over 50 people and been the
subject of many photographs. The bird is still present at this date, 7 June.

During the day the Purple Gallinule regularly forages for food, working up and
down the west shore of the pond where the undergrowth is most dense and meets
the water's edge. It usually walks along the shoreline or on fallen logs in the water.
Sometimes it wades into shallow water, but seems to prefer to stay out of it. To my
knowledge, it has never been observed swimming. When cautious it slinks into the
undergrowth, but when alarmed it seeks refuge in the branches of trees and
shrubs, 6-15 feet above ground.

The Purple Gallinule is an accidental visitor to Iowa. If accepted by the IOU
Records Committee, this occurrence would be only the sixth unquestioned record
of the species in Iowa, and perhaps the first to allow such extensive observation of
the bird and its behavior (See Dinsmore and Graham, ‘‘Purple Gallinule in Iowa”
IBL 49:87-88, 1979). — LANNY HALDY, Middle Amana, IA. 52307
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3 DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

A ¥ 302
What species? pgfq’)fﬁ [ oy [lin z,de How many? l
Location? lawsy Lo Towd . | misle S of South Anrang
Type of habitat? Mgn-macle LaKe, 25’#&45;/6?; G somded i,'q//é’}f.
When? date(s): M,;{}/ 17 [Z873 time: 7: 05 amto 7:-20

Who?your name and address:_Jo£ Schautenbuel 914 Pommel CE Bimes 5+/°

others with you: —

others before or after you: Me/
/

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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similar species and how eliminated: C .- % and -, Gq,{ﬁ',wf;/p Sire BGSC Llact

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 24

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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How long before field notes made? qt S‘:fﬁrjﬁq this form completed? / o(;y

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, Z11 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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What species? Purple Gallinule How many? 1

Location? South Pond, sw of South Amana, Iowa Co., Iowa

Type of habitat? artificial lake in deep wooded valley with brushy edge

When? date(s): 17 May 1982 time: /59 to 8:45 AM

Who?your name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City IA

_ others with you: James Sandrock, James Huntington, John Cordell

others before or after you:Lanny Haldy, Carl Bendorf, Tom Staudt

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

"Gallinule; orange-red bill in basal 2/3, yellow tip distal 1/3; small (1-1.5 cm)
disc on forehead at bill -- 1ight blue-gray; underparts and head purple shading
to blue on back of neck; wings and back irredescent blue-green -- mostly green
with brown streaking; yellow legs and feet; undertail coverts bright white;

no white along edge of wing."

The bird was first seen under a bush at the lakes edge. Later it was walking
in the open along the edge feeding. The day before it was reported by Haldy to
be sitting in bushes and trees. Not heard.

Similar species and how eliminated: Common Moorhen -- frontal shield, leg color,

lack of white along wing eliminate this species. Habitat and sitting in trees
fits Purple Gallinule.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
overcast, 100 yds (est), 8 x binocs, 50x Questar, 20 x scope.

i i i i imilar ones: : .
Previous experience with species and s Many seen in Florida two weeks

before; seen once before in_Iowa I b b aiecs
Re?erénces and persons consu?géd befcre writing descr1pt1on.n0ne

How long before field notes made?while viewing this form completed?g p,.

MATI T0- T. H. Kent. Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

1. Species ?u_«{)[g @Q//?u&{.( 2. Number: /
3. Location  [m) S. U4 So /Qmﬂue Towa (o, Toua

4. Date: Ma, [|T7/983 5. Time Bird seen: /// 50 AMY to [ Q./05
M, 22 (1€5 {2, 20 PM ~/2°22
6. Description of diZe, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):
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16. Did the others agree with your identification? )(( s reod Lewps 541,&

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: y o s+f+ Fa bove,

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these infiuence ihis descriptiom:
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 8302
What species? /‘Z;-{,[e @a//l‘h ules How many? [
Location? , Zm'. wc?.s?‘ anel o3 i .Saa# pp.gaﬂﬁ’mﬂﬂ - ’»Z;m &p.
Type of habitat? [ Jsedlend. ;oom/
When? date(s): '/_%‘;}u /9/, /9373 time:_Mo ¥/ AM
Who?your name and address: r}?ol;eh‘{"h M}’EV‘S /A 3¢ 57._//;,& Koo, Lebiorton 75
others with you: /ze'fs}/ M}JEY‘S

others before or after VOU=JQZMI§_¢3£‘5§__A¢L_€€QLQME§P_

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of.a11 parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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References and persons consulted before writing description: J/ONE
How long before field notes made? ’7%9. this form completed? 5 a{zys
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §3-2
What species? /2cple Gallinole (Bocphyvola mactiniealow many? | ady it
Location? S.:u’l;"‘l Amann. /4»4( T i W oof i 5. prd 220 JS‘,J{L 4, H B casin

-f-;-r.ch lane {v Scouth abowt .3 vt mi . e WestH side ef Fad. mixol
Type of habitat? ’3'-*"*- COUHJ"‘g faﬂli pith Al ard rcos alon

2 i 5 o 7 U,
2/ oS am ‘7.':§4 Pﬂ.‘f(mé‘#f"
When? date(s):_&a 2l _ord M‘;jl 28 /4¢3 time:g/28 4.'2Samto M:fo,:
Who?your name and address:Franc;s L. Mosre. 33 Fasctiord SE. Waterloo /4 52703

others with you: Losse |l ”&?5 en 5/21'/.?3: Weate e Audhias S’at.?e#‘, Lletd Hrip om g/zz/gl

others before or after you: n.ol,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of_a1l parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

‘T'La_ bowed wos -pnrsi seem ‘m o srall Free on Mswe.s-ﬁ s)de c-'f “”u. Pd"-ﬂl. it
S.i.a.jg_‘{ ih +e 4 —c:rro-..bou'f' 1© m}nu‘rLCs while | viewed 14 with ™
Orleston 2A0 Telescopr u/?'&‘:(zw)ep'tu‘t. (+ +Hhen flew dewn 4-.; Ha pond
sheve behind dhe brwshdoc abeet & winutes, 1f pina((:) came oot in fha cpan
nd woailed along Hhe sheve and Plos fo cne of several doad frees ("“:J‘*;‘:} in Ha
waker af Fla M%{,a‘{ fhe eofui. As it Led i# almest C-cf\'{;nuﬂ/lj Plickeg its
dnil up o R L %uaﬂ(tr“ﬁi’ coverts weee ht (3 visible, | P by
P:‘I""’j vp k. wioss b.) He legs and d ) i over He {cJ Hon fookid +he mess
over and picked insecdts oFF < (4‘} Hon dud Hoo $ome +himg over + aver, LF also
Car 4 Insﬂr/fs oA -Has!.r-.-e and while in Ha kn._&L( {‘F(L. 7—"\1 bid hed a b~i
e bill with a yelloww 4ip #nd a gmall light bloe Loadid pladi om Hha Aovsibangl,
Tk.e_ hea L, M‘JL, bvezst and Lelfj weve a Vivid bf:W f""‘"P["- and “’U}b’d ‘!OlﬁY.

a.Jc_ wa s e *rf-i-n'fs‘t\-blu{ celev ckam.a'm '/-n o~ bﬂnzc 2elan on .{-L._ tDW‘Q/V‘
‘1::0;“ -f"Lh- J—?a_ bronze —P~v c,olwcrv\"’(wl. w'fnﬁs. The '('A-'l’MJfZS AAV'LM
Sharct, The buds (e48 were bvight yeilow with very leng foes , the feat weve
beight yellow ,fro. Tha 2y was ved, Ne voice was haave,

Similar species and how eliminated: Commen Mecrhen has white sfv},:e docwn siJ-ef,«.
Y ‘R‘bu*u-‘- Fla.i&.. a~A_ 1S darkqﬂ-) “n bta—-ck.iﬁh ‘:aij gl byoion L‘-ld.—té.., M'{'
puxple lke +his bwd. e

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /\/0

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



