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17 May 1983 Classification: A-P 
South Pond, southwest of South Amana, Iowa Co., IA 
*Schaufenbuel, *Kent, *Petersen,*Myers, 
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DOCUMENTATIONS : 

Joe Schaufenbuel (May 17) 
Thomas H. Kent (May 17) 
Peter C. Petersen (May 17) 
Robert K. Myers (May 19) 
Francis L. Moore (May 21, 28). 

PHOTOGRAPHS : 

Ron Oswald (May 19, P-0100) 
Francis L. Moore (May 28, P-0104) 
Bruce Trumpold (May ??, P-0133) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 53:47, 50 
Haldy, L. 1983. Purple Gallinule in Iowa County. IBL 53:58. 
Records Committee: IBL 54:38 

VOTE: 2-I-P, 5-II 

II, Good description; behavior is typical of this species. 
II, Seems little doubt here! Excellent descriptions. 

NOTE: photos not circulated prior to vote.



Haldy, L. 1983. Purple Gallinule in Iowa County. Iowa Bird 

Life 53:58. 

Purple Gallinule in Iowa County — On 16 May 1983 Bruce Trumpold of Middle 
Amana reported a probable gallinule at the South Amana Pond in northeast Iowa 
County, Iowa. The South Amana Pond is formed by a large man-made dam across 
a stream in a wooded valley. Much of the shoreline is virtually enclosed by thick 
timber and understory. 

At 6:30 on the evening of the 16th I was fighting my way through the thickets of 
poison ivy, gooseberry, raspberry, and multiflora rose along the west shore of the 
pond. I hoped that this effort would reward me with a view of what I assumed 
would be a Common Moorhen. Just when anticipation was fading into disap- 
pointment, I suddenly flushed a dark, pigeon-sized bird from the shore into a tree 
about 10 feet above the ground. As I approached to a closest distance of 15 feet, it 
rather casually walked, hopped, and flew higher into the surrounding trees, 
reaching a distance of 35 feet or more above the ground. I could clearly see its long, 
bright-yellow legs and enormous, chicken-like feet. When it walked along a branch 
it regularly flicked up its short, stubby tail to display white undertail coverts. Its 
beak was like that of a coot, red with a yellow tip. Above the beak, on the forehead, 
was a dull white plate. When the bird reached the upper branches of the trees it 
emerged into the direct sunlight, which revealed the iridescent purple hue of its 
belly and breast. 

I observed the bird in the tree for 5-10 minutes, left to check the field guides, 
and returned one hour later to startle it from the shore into a tree once again, and 
confirm that it was indeed a Purple Gallinule (Porphyrula martinica). 

Thanks both to the bird’s cooperative manners and the success of the Iowa 
Birdline, the Purple Gallinule has been observed by over 50 people and been the 
subject of many photographs. The bird is still present at this date, 7 June. 

During the day the Purple Gallinule regularly forages for food, working up and 
down the west shore of the pond where the undergrowth is most dense and meets 
the water’s edge. It usually walks along the shoreline or on fallen logs in the water. 
Sometimes it wades into shallow water, but seems to prefer to stay out of it. To my 
knowledge, it has never been observed swimming. When cautious it slinks into the 
undergrowth, but when alarmed it seeks refuge in the branches of trees and 
shrubs, 6-15 feet above ground. 

The Purple Gallinule is an accidental visitor to Iowa. If accepted by the IOU 
Records Committee, this occurrence would be only the sixth unquestioned record 
of the species in Iowa, and perhaps the first to allow such extensive observation of 
the bird and its behavior (See Dinsmore and Graham, ‘“‘Purple Gallinule in Iowa”’ 
IBL 49:87-88, 1979). — LANNY HALDY, Middle Amana, IA. 52307 
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4 DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

 F Zoe 

What species? Herl & = <{lim ule How many? 

Location? fous Co, Tow, . wile Si er Sea ee 

Type of habitat? M\gu- i mend Lake, 25+ ecver, ji. weeded alley. 

When? date(s): May /7 /78 % time: 7:05 auto 7220 

- Who?your name and address: JOE Schauten bue| G2 ¢ Pam | Ck umsts, Seel é 

others with you: —— 

others before or after you: Meni/ 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Cot -iK & biol abSeryed Suimnivte tia ¥ #5-60 yards Way. 

Color over body 4/aS Aull purple or sie se B1lu8 from hedd, 

belly and under Parts, Lt ug » and back “rere 4 gveen—alive 

lnc er Fea | LS@S brigh? Clan white, 8 }// yead- tipped i 

Peto wit r 4 ght blue frontal shield. hess Wy 2yR 

Some what em ww lh (0 hg foes. Less Wi eV e \y efteus, 

[4 Shalev Laren and pick ea at surface, BE +t ee 

f - roe = oe y i, 

or [ittec! tts Cal peveg! ng the whyte- under-tal ¢ bout 

ey er JO s@tondS-. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Cc so* and C. Gallyule eye bere bi = 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about id
entification? VA 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how meas
ured), and optical equipment: 

Fall, Lig Ly Ff vary wth bt 4a Ovevl4a sl, Suny t/a § f lhe cal 
— 

Ehough &t “VY balk aS +4 ere ect ee 7ROD br hoty lees 

Previous experience with species and similar ones
: 7 Nave see, Vurple Ge/l/, vt 

anrA CL Gallinule several trmes betore. ie 

R Ferannes. and persons consulted before writing
 description: Robblas. &) yaS 2 ee 

How long before field notes made? at Si 4 hlcts this form completed? ity 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



5 3~42. 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa t-P 

What species? Purple Gallinule How many? 1 

Location? South Pond, sw of South Amana, Iowa Co., Iowa 

Type of habitat? artificial lake in deep wooded valley with brushy edge 

When? date(s): 17 May 1982 tte: 7:55 to 8:45 AM 

Who2your name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City IA 

_ others with you: James Sandrock, James Huntington, John Cordell 

others before or after you: Lanny Haldy, Carl Bendorf, Tom Staudt 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. . 

"Gallinule; orange-red bill in basal 2/3, yellow tip distal 1/3; small (1-1.5 cm) 
disc on forehead at bill -- light blue-qray; underparts and head purple shading 

to blue on back of neck; wings and back irredescent blue-green -- mostly green 
with brown streaking; yellow legs and feet; undertail coverts bright white; 
no white along edge of wing.” | : 

The bird was first seen under a bush at the lakes edge. Later it was walking 
in the open along the edge feeding. The day before it was reported by Haldy to 
be sitting in bushes and trees. Not heard. | 

Similar species and how eliminated: Common Moorhen -- frontal shield, leq color, 

lack of white along wing eliminate this species. Habitat and sitting in trees 
fits Purple Gallinule. . 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no _ 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

overcast, 100 yds (est), 8 x binocs, 50x Questar, 20 x scope. 

rience with species and similar ones: 7 : 
Previous €xpe P Many seen in Florida two weeks 

before; seen once before in Towa o i 
References and persons consutted before writing descriptio

n: |. 

How long before field notes made?while viewing this form completed? g py. 

MAT! TO. T. H. Kent. Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



ee —ELETNOTS : Y Jat) 2. 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species Purple ae | oe ® 2. Number: / 

3. Location [ was 6, Us . Goutn Au 2U8 , ee UL Co, Towa : 

4. Date: ay ee 5. Time Bird seen: //' 50 - te 12 'OF 

| Me, Za tter . (2,20 PM —/2°22 

6. Description of i shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): it 

| , : : : Very 
(ost sized * oho ped bd Fairly fongyyellouw | i. 3 Z/ fd 

‘« : | 4:4 ava kt Le, Gre, 

(ong te 2s Nechk+chest rich © ba (t — heed a a eae it 

DT black tar lurth ulite below, Bi | red except Sor y elleuis st 
Des! ay pa be bins Secoud view ~ alge gern ta Fligut (Hey F 

7. Description of voice, if heard: g:feut | 

8. Description of behavior: at King along shove of pou d, feed) “4 

9. Habitat - general: powd Faweo voce by Lo vest 

| specific: Pend shore, very she lloswr~ areas * Ary @rees
 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: oe 

fommon Gelltraleor ‘or eats ~Thts bral rick Gluche four 
| bt b luis tb Uy ‘al white a low ? 

20 Feo pe 
ll. Distance (how measured)? (O0 vards _e¢t- 12. Optical equipment: "6. brecs 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 0. G- Ae A hg f
reck 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: Harve Fen Fre yu eu th 
cA So.ethen tf Be 

ey }7 Ce saht utile LT wes theve bee, 
15. Other observers: Cal  Vemre Kui oo ee oe by Sy [Pley 22~ usta 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? x g . , / Coven Leuts Bla, 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: ywoesf,fa bove, 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these infiuence ihis description: 

fie, (7 q] wi , 
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? el hols -/Swmrxu. 

Full sheet Zhees 
| _, Playa gp- durum 

Trt. itera. — | Address: _ A 73/1 Che lub lod : soa ie 

Signature 

Date: Mey 17 A483 City, rere pot 1 A. s32g07 

(over)



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 6 33h 

What species? Farple ne How many? / 

Location?_, Jni wesT ane! 22 mi soek of Sith Joona - fon Co. 

Type of habitat? had. pond 

When? date(s):_/7Zay Lh L783 time: 5 fro 0 /SAY 

Who?your name and address: Kobert— k. [Ay eys /AZS Syhe hoe, hiihede Z| 

others with you: Lots, My evs 
7 J 

others before or after you:_pmany offers batt os t lee 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. , 

3 nd was CU rox, cooT Sr2e@ t¢ shapoel. 

OWeral color cows a dork Greenish ve rele wilh white urder Bil covets. 

EW ews red tt yallee Tp ond tod a. [lt (ble) shiek/on Packed 
feos ere br ght yellew oat jong So oS oe 

Similar species and how eliminated: Common gathinale does net shee the loht blac shield on 
Goreheed er The \e Mocs) less or Me aera / purple cin Comwea ehesle! shaia «a ahi*é 

SThipe an sich cohitd Ths bird Ae sa7 a 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? NO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured) , and optical equipment: 

y we were Ther? ww s Chu dly and nel vevy Goo Vewshy Condi Tiens, | 

tye est would Say we zoera thas T SoyA © a b ke l/e Poe DOK SCO PS ¥ Dk BS binees 

e 5 * . | . * : ee ‘ Low mew ing 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Wo experence with pev ple o* 

Have Swen Commen FB Three Snes. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: VOU E 

How long before field notes made? ot. this form completed? Stays 

ee eee ee F Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 63-12 

What species? focp le Galles vle (Parphy rola martin iea\How many? / adsift_ 

Location? Seuoth ) era hand -T mi_W ef ject V5.6 ord 220 at South frmene. thondloosn 

Fac m lane by South about ,3 oe mi. en West side cf Fead. mixed 
Type of habitat? lowa country Fan d pith a 7 ress along shere dec ido wo 5 we > AMO on 

. us Wetaee ~ Siten ba vineter. 

When? date(s):_ Mpy 2| ard Mas 
28, /4¥3 time:s/22 4. 25am to erie P 

Who?your name and address: Francis - Mos ve, 336 Fairtietd sf bheterlee. JA 50703 

others with you: Busse // Hangs en s [21/93 « Wake vive p ae oe Qociedy field trig on s/ze/e3 

others before or after you: wm. ob, 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

“te bord wes Lieat seem im a Gwall tree on ta West side of Ha pend. It 
Stayed ih the treo do whout LO ne =e while | viewed 14+ with mW 

| Celeston CAD Telesco fe w/33X eye piree. (+ then flew dewn te Has pond 

6 here behind the bwsk dec about 
4 ee, | 4 Finally Came out in the C pen 

And pad Weal olong the seve avd Flow fe one of several deed trees tony ing in te 

water at tl. RA of ot Lhe gond, A. it Pol it almesf centinva lly Llickeg its 

| dail up ord i ardits wh ite vadorksil coverts were 
highly visible, Lt Pod by 

syer and picked insects sffo fit tlon did the some thing over + 6 ver, lt alse 

PPro? ede on the vhovt ana while a ia L brea , The bied hada bight 

2d bill with a yellow tip md a Small light blue tented pity on Hi See bed 

the head, necke, breast avd his Ug weve a vivid bvi ght pecple ark bluish ao bee. 

“the back ies a green igh-blee 
a chenain to wm branze coler on , bower 

Zhuo rt. he bivds (eae Ww ere bxight we ilo w wo th ver long foes , the feet weve 

bright ye Ilo w , foo. The 2y2 was ved, Ne voice Wa
s heaved, 

Similar species and how eliminated: Commen Meer
hen has white stripe down side, A 

red frentol plate AanA 1S dovk Gra
y te blackish hody Quwel brown back , not 

poxple like this b vd, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

én S[2t heavy ovevcest, light wain foam approk, TS yards: en [22 bright svectast. few. 

— APpen, SO yards Miewss Pond, Viewed both deys with TK35 mm Bausch + Lomb Root pris 

. bimecelavs Ove Caleshon CAO S petting Scope. Also CGO mavnted on N
ik kovwet Comeru &) Zo Xf. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Vz pre Vvioes 
Ox Aer! ened wit this 

Species, have sean saveval Common Gea llinole in lowe. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Nong 

How long before field notes made? Noae malt this form completed? s[rsls 1:00 pm. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


