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Red Phalarope Record Number: 88-21 
30 Sep 1988 Classification: A-P 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore kkkk KKK 

to 3 Oct; IBL 59:13, 77, Dinsmore/Engebretsen 1989 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 30 Sep-2 Oct 
Bery Engebretsen, 30 Sep 
Mark Proescholdt, 1 Oct 
Beth Proescholdt, 1 Oct 
Andrew S. Fix, 2 Oct 
Jim Sinclair, 2 Oct 
Jim Dinsmore, 3 Oct 
Thomas H. Kent, 3 Oct 

Ann Johnson, 3 Oct 

Mike Thomas, 3 Oct 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

Steve Dinsmore, 1 Oct, P-0268 (IBL 59:19) 
Andrew S. Fix, 2 Oct, P-0260 (IBL 59:19) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:13, 19 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 
Photographs: IBL 59:19 (P-0260, P-0268) 
Dinsmore, S. D., and B. Engebretsen. 1989. Red Phalarope at 

Saylorville Reservoir. IBL 59:19. 
VOTE: 3-A-P, 3-A-D, l-abstain 

A-D. The bill looks too thick in the picture provided. 
However, I can think of no other possibilities. 

A-P. The bill shape and pattern of upperparts in flight were 
convincing to me. 

A-P. Excellent group of documentations describing this species 
and eliminating other species. Good photo for additional proof. 

A-D. This was a well kept secret from some of us. 
A-D or A-P. Well-documented record. 

SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Bery 
Engebretsen, 6492 James Francis, Johnston, IA 50131; Beth and 
Mark Prescholdt, Box 65, Liscomb, IA; Andrew S. Fix, 153-C 
University Villiage, Ames, IA 50010; Jim Sinclair, 810 North B 
St., Indianola, IA; Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 
50010; Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwlk, IA 50211; Mike 
Thomas, 2517 47th St., Des Moines, IA 50310.



(Hamburg); “Alan G. Grenon (Omaha, NE); Alan W. Hancock (Clear Lake); James L. Hansen (Clear Lake); Douglas C. Harr (Larchwood); Mary Jo Hartogh (Elma); *Tom Hartwig (Garner); Ann Johnson (Norwalk); *Dixie Kanago (Spencer); Matthew C. Kenne (Algona); Thomas H. Kent (Iowa City); Sharon Laub (Rippey); Paul Martsching (Ames); Robert K. Myers (Perry); Babs Padelford (Bellevue, NE); Marietta Petersen (Walnut); Peter C. Petersen (Davenport); Diane C. Porter (Fairfield); Beth Proescholdt (Liscomb); Mark Proescholdt (Liscomb); W. Ross Silcock (Tabor); Jim Sinclair (Indianola); Ed Thelen (Spirit Lake); Mike Thomas (Des Moines); *Gerald W. Toll; John Van Dyk (Sioux Center); Jan L. Walter (Mason City); *David Youngblut (Indianola); and Hank Zaletel (Colo). 

OTHER OBSERVERS 
Bart Ballard; Ann Barker (Davenport); Beth Brown (Osceola); John Cecil (Des Moines); Fran- cis L. Moore (Waterloo); Loren Padelford (Bellevue, NE); Mary Lou Petersen (Davenport); and James P. Sandrock (lowa City). 

COMMENT 

A total of 1,111 records was extracted from the reports of 48 observers and entered into a computer database for sorting and analysis. Ninety-three doc- umentations for 37 different species were also received. Most reports were very well done and were received on time, which made the job of compilation much easier. Also encouraging was that a greater number of the unusual, hard-to-identify, or early/late records were accom- 

tion. You can see the number of initials in the species summaries that are followed by "details." Unfortunately, a number of records had to go unmen- tioned when they were not accompanied by details. It is interesting to consider how much the general trends mentioned at the beginning of this seasonal report were real and how much is related to ob- server activity. For example, many of the early warbler records were of 1 or 2 birds seen by a few observers at several locations. Their careful and diligent reporting is very important but it does not necessarily mean that entire warbler populations migrated early this year. Also notice how many of the reports came from a few locations. Say- lorville Res., for example, was the location of over 21% of all the records | extracted for entry into the database and Union SI N.W.R. represented an- other 12%. Again, these numbers represent a lot of birding hours spent by a number of observers at these two popular spots. 
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lowa Bird Life, Winter 1989 

RED PHALAROPE AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR ! HHL 
STEPHEN J. DINSMORE AND BERY ENGEBRETSEN 4 

At 4:15 p.m. on 30 September 1988, we were near the north end of Saylorville Reservoir in Polk County studying a mixed flock of over one hundred shorebirds, mostly Pectoral Sandpipers and Long-billed Dowitchers. At a distance, one bird resembled a Sanderling because of the size, very white appearance, and bill shape, but the bird was too far away to make a positive identification. At 4:46 p.m., after approaching the bird, we identified it as a Red Phalarope. We studied the bird until 5:05 p-m. and noted the following as we studied the bird. It was roughly the size of a Pectoral Sandpiper and had a striking black-and-white appearance. The bird’s color, general shape, and habit of swimming identified it as a phalarope. The underparts were entirely white, except for some light buff on the throat. When resting, the bird’s wings were entirely dark and were darker than the rest of the bird. In flight, a light stripe extended the length of the wing. The mantle was light gray and was dappled with small, blotchy light brown areas. The back of the neck was darker than the mantle, and this dark color extended to the crown. The forehead was white. The rest of the head was also white except for a dark spot which included the eye. The bill was rather short, about the length of the bill of a Pectoral Sandpiper. The bill was dark, had a tubular look, and was tapered slightly towards the tip. 
We believe this was a juvenile bird molting into first-winter plumage and photos of the bird clearly show the mottled upperparts and buffy neck characteristic of a juvenile Red Phalarope. This bird was observed by at least a dozen people through 3 October, but was not seen on later dates. This represents the first accepted record of this species in Iowa. 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, LA 50010 
6942 James Francis Pl., Johnston, IA 50131 

Red Phalarope, Saylorville Reservoir, 1,2 October 1988. Photos by S.]. Dinsmore and A. F. Fix. 
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SDC LES Sea PS oalarone 

richa Blears) tuy, @OGltinmg into Oasic Dlumade 

LOCa hon ner nh ena of oaylorville heservoir, Molk to. 

MBL SSH MMing and wading in shallow water adjacent to Large mudtlar 

Date rh peme Get leds 

Pimesdisor Sas p.m. ON 320 pep and felerd¢:0O5 oim. om | Get 

JOservercs Mane and addressisateve Dinsmore 40284 Arkansas Dre. Ames, [4 

Uithers who saw bird:ikbery Engebpretsen, Mark and Beth Froescholat, m.ob. 

Description ar tardsl ¢irst moaticed the bird around 4:15 p.m. at a 

Gistance or about 2/4 mile while we were on the south snore of the 

Psa ym 1 Lf commented toa Hery — EN@ bird Sure looked Like a 

ONALarone and ne aqreed with me, M@alizing tnat Hed Fh&iarope was a 

POSSibliity ak this time Of year, we GCecided to aporcach tor 3s Closer 
f 

ign 

CE =
>
 

“et 424 pei.» We Birgu the bird at & Gistance of about oon 

Yaras. Wile watching the bird, we beth commented on two teatures of 
the pairds; the stout bill and the pale gray, unstreaked upperocarts. 

Tne bird was roughly the size of nearby Fectoral Sandpipers, though it 

Nay Pave been slightiy emailer. Tne bird spent most of its time 

wading and swimming in shallaw water, aithougn the bird did brietfiv 

Walk around on the mud. 

We then approached toewithin about 400 yvaras. While watching the 

bird, Ll took the tollowing notes, Baird roughly the size af a Pectoral 

Sapa Ber livera@ll, the bird was very pale, aimost resembling a 

Hasicrolumadea sanderling. The underparts, including vent, oeliy, 

breast, and taroat were white. The wings Looked black, and were 

Garker tmanm be reer ofr bine ord. Tne mantis was 4a pale agray color, 
MOLL ceabiv Ligqnter than tne wings. inere were mo dark or ligt 

SLPeAKS on the pack. The mane was the sane color as tne mantle, Tre 

Nead pattern was as tollows; mostly white with & Garker area posterior 

ho and aneluding the @yetdark area approx. lcm long? and «4a darker 

®$ap. lark Cap was moticeably darker than nape and mantle. Bill was 

sharttless than the Length of the Nead?), straraqnt, tairiy thick, and 

dark colored. Bill seemed about as thick as the bill of a nearby 

stilt tandpiper. To me, tne bird seemed much more lethargic than a 

mec necked Fhalarape. Red-necks are usually very active, swimming in 

circles and bobbing their heads continuausiy. This bird, however, 

reaibiy didn’t swim that much, but instead spent most of its time 

wading Slowly in shallow water. i also thought this bird looked like 

it didn’t Nave much of & Neck, giving ato oa “hunchbacked" appearance. 

Gin the other mand, I think Red-necked Fhalaropes nave a very upright 

appearance and Nave a tairly opvious meck. We did mot see the bird in 

tlight. AC approximately S:1S p.m., we moticed that the phalarope and 

the other snorepirds had disappeared, and we were unable to relocate 

LNem a 

fin i diet, lark and Beth Froescnoldt and I[ relocated the bird at 

LNe game location where it had been the day betore., We watched the 

bird trom 2abe-4:05 p.m. at close range. lo owas able to approach 

within 20 feet and photograph the bird. While watching the bird, I 
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(low1, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 
ve 2 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 
1 of 

Species __ Red i) nala ns Pe 2. Number: eo 

Location Say Kn Ke os | = 

Date: a/30 [oe 4 woe 40° PM xe ee) PD, AA : 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): shwuesly «4 Paala rope Dy 

aS ve ant) Oh mam ng and postur . U nity vw 4 rA y «bovs ar tes Te he ee ; 

Rit. < Na rtew Ana Hy'oe bree thay gthen Twey SPecus o & Phalanops, Mec K ceumend 

Shoat. Eye paral Cen maee re + xs CON © YS aw of Ki ge oe wa ge of mec 

an te head. wis clan kew | tra ea yt oe a accel Ay i ioe i Yeyve 

ana wh ite hy law wis s hart tarek bill | 

Description of voice, if heard: —— 
; : P F; / ' Vm f 

3 > ) aie © eh rAT tee mae tot CEM 5 
Pesor pron ba behavior: oO” Shore and Swim om (Cc ; reupe 

Say fan de aC VvVeds wvrre
 ™ Cog | 

9. llabitat “ ncneral: Mort \ shave of . , , . 
specific: myd £/ +5 JeFft by law aes eve 

10. Similarly appearing species which are Sf by ah ee 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

B'l/ Was shucten and +41 Ken tA gthen te Ams FOS 

Rack was nit yn (tee d ide [Ke Red ~ neck A 

P / cf ae ee ; 
Il. Distance (how measured)? qo~:'# CET mae 12. Optical equipment: 45 x 

(Steve's excellent scvpe) 
13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun ae relation to bird and yous: peed bot 

YI 4 AT and WY m™mi cr \fog vw Ke «tf Ais teotiiu 

14. Previous experience with vueg S ecies and similarly appearing species: re ee 4 wrilseuy 
a L yure. and gther stit, Sis Ie oe % wl y anhsa hm La if au hte 

15. Other cbservers: ¢ty, Ding more 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? \7s 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: —- ™se.— DS , im 

18. oa hay Heuer: and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Mat 19 na | Bes ava ple . 

19. How long oe observing this bird did you first write this description? 3 Reis 

( “2... $ — Address: 649 a Tame Francis 
Signature | 7 

Gill rvrtig ath ek 
(over)
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa cee 

What species? Red Phalarepe : How many? | 
1 

Location? Saulocuville Resexvoiw — acress from Tester Rasch’ 28 | 

Type of habitat? extomsive mud tlat Aron , 

When? date(s): Moet 1. 1998 time: |) 30pm. to S100 ew, — eS camactely 
i ae pw. to Gis pm, — clase leeks) 

Who?your name and address: Mack Pro/escho €, KBox 6S CS Comb , Téura 

others with you: Steve Dinsmore. re Reth Roescholdt 

others before or after you: Jim _ \ins more , And Fixx others 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Steve. located the Phalarope fom the Aecth end of sesfor Pacld about 

4 va b QWwax oT SO across +he_ river. Then we hoated closex- aud wal kod clo ser, 

The Phalarepe had a short, liack bill that was sukstential aud thick aud deRuttely 

not weedlelide bu any means, Lt had a light grayish back, whew Steve aud £ 

weve very clece fo it later, the Qrayish back was almost in 2 big grayish 
plates on the ack, tH was chx Ker ow the edge of the WAM gs with seme light 

blackish markings on the Flauks, Tt was a pudgy looking licd -Hrot was very 

light white «at had a stro, distvetive wingstripe iw Flight a4 lad a very white 

xebead and a very brge black line Hough its eye and fewerd -the back of its head. 

tt had a blackish crown Feem the top of <the head and thou ew back Yo the back of Yh 
head, tt had a chr k black’ line on the heck of its neck the crown and this was 

much dase Kor Mm Cole than Ae qeaHish, unmarked hock. tt had a slight buy roSd 

Huceat aryea whon seen up Close. “the top of the legs appeared liqut and wt dark 

with +he vest im watec at this observation, At least 3 diffevent times TL caw 

+ bobbing up and cdowwu and pressing its breast tuto fhe water repeatedly , TH+ wa 

Swiwnivd at times. at was very actve and TARNING Aud Wevivg axtuud a let 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

A Red-Necked Phalarope is daxker with a Strongly striped back, a 

blacker Crown, and & more weedlelike hill. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Cloudy most of +he me. Paty SuMny et the end when we were clysest, 

Nislances eHimated : 20d yords away at island, 76 yards quay at heat, /6-15 yards 
awa at Closest ow fact. _ 4Sx Cape: ALK Smpe. BSXBO Rimoce. 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Mu Licst Red Phalacope. Have Fee OW numer of winter—plumage Red-Mecked 

References and persons 2 ape sbaee af hee. cesgr ip on reer Phalarepe: 
Rut Petersen guide, AVatl sre. Guide, aheve ‘va $ ObWOWNS Guae. 

How long before ‘field notes made? 10:15 prim. this form completed? Act C1968 

evemivg 
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa x3 -2\ 

What species? Ke Pha la rope How many? 

Location? Day lervclle Keéserveir, LesMornes 

Type of habitat? Shalles,) nerth end. fr fA long Stnd der 
© 7 

When? date(s): Oets ber | a GF € time: /: 30 to SCO a Rp roximate/ 

FIO -~ Gis Clope'e bseruy é a ( 
Who?your name and address: Beth Woo e. ra ae ld te. ie, SOooaIN be Lowa ich 

others with you: Ste Ve Diras more ; Mark. Leary > df 

others before or after you: nck Ly 
ar 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

hen we first saw the bird from Shove at least '/a mile away, 

pF stood oat from the other Shore birds {[a-its @hiteness, Then as we 

Worked by boat to an /sftand 2 60-300 yavds Syn iF We weyreable t 

deternrne it was a Ked Phalavepe, not Kéd-necked, e 
Shoat the srze of Q Sanderlrng pear /t, the bird had 4 light — 

S¢lid-Gray back with w@ shahtly mottled looky ba? with ne EM pes re its 
back (¢4 4 Red- necked), The Mantle , scapulars + Coverts had « clean, gray 
look, Zt had w& white forehead" with a dark att if the back of iS 

neck ¢ nape ¢ onto onhy /> of +he Crowry Ons lead at ay- rward 4s /n Red-nek, 

The Dill bas thick Lor @ Phalavepe reminds n me of Wwe stern 

fone iperts withoat the dreop — much heaurer a bil than the other 2 phalarog. 
The bird was vevy whiteen breast, beily t sides, excep? Forg 

Pinkish wash en Upper breast u Fhvoet, - & black crescent throug h eye 
SEEN With « Ys-~x Scope at $d yards, 

We Aidyid sée Ft SPrnnr rn k but jtdid a lop of Swi'shing 
ex Gell " Younc;' ‘yn th | r\ a ¢, ware \- at F £S-5.4 ‘ ke, ‘t+ Flee ACE TL Sausits white wg stripes, 

kod Phalare pe , TENS bred Similar species and how eliminated: Ked-neéc! : 

had @ solid gray back wrth ne stripes, and a white forehead, 

and a thyek bil, unlike @ Ked-necked, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ay 

If yes, explain: 

iewing conditions; give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

G/ou y, mat Ge° is) ae "5 amile trem Shere — Roe-Zee0 Yards by bea #, 

A last, €O yard ~<  - 4o NN; ken binecs AAx Bushnell S Gope s Yom Scope, 

revious ng acl yes hae gen rip uae ones: ever gq Red Vhala rope , bat 
Q+réew BGNHnGS © —-neEeckKEec, a : : 

References and persons consulted before writing description: studied ail guides ¢ 
discussed with Mark g ve 
How long before field notes made? at CTICT this form completed? Oct 4. IVS 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

Rg. te EY STS feet ee AL Brag SRD rt eg tet Segre ogy regenerates mer pcemay rere ee renga ee cat! PO LESS PAS 1 é: a a SP a TMS AO POOR 0 ETE Bette: RN oe



S¥-H ‘< 

($3-c Uns verse hy Vi [lee 

sane tA 56010 

61S - £0 - 718S7 

Dote. Oct 2 , 1988 

Log atin Mud Hat = orth ef 4 Saf lor vi lle Loder } cost stde | sonal 4 #17 bre da 

> ead: Shee Dimon Pia 4 a cumet © celoeack (Leck thAlar over be Los i hudfeee/ 

gid yer, anc we Lowect d) ghetoap apl oT. We waehd se Armed fHet- Aer. She 

£ vat side of the mort and of Seq lori Ue sacl port uk A ey, wv hats l 

SLore sich ot 4 ——., mor plotogir cay Sd: 

Pate ; 

White ett. bra tee oe le Me, 

dark stripe af crow -dacle short stut brif/ 

ch stint het vim § Wri jae wy, 405 a : sobthe Spo’ on bArcle 

Tas bind cayeel ole wake pmorref we dine ancl pyre 2 wt Ce mvc 
pre ot Lirecbinds . LY wee phint Sector SomApiioe trigel dof 

BP, shrustct dalle ne bref Stare + 

| ie ee al ak frortioed t fom a li /sm's Ghalineape dentin S ck 

Clarern belt pmal ar Te: ee it abe hotel dl. atradend of a
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DOCUANSALION FOKM 

Extruordinary Bird Sightings in Jowa 

Species Led  Phalare pe. 

Location___ Saylor Vi [fo Posonoir, Falk - 

Habitat ay ed KL 

Date (s) eo LL &E. Time 22+ 357 to _ 2aa7 

Name and Address “3S /on ere Kat LA LZlar tk IC C4 Laclanola 

Other observers Dawa LOURL LLL 

Describe the bird(s) including only what yo
u observed. Include size, shape, 

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, ta
il, throat, breast, 

belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior ard voice. 

Same s/22 AT AAe FEcreral Sard PiDers VP w
as Cus 

Aprig kt pastate ar pihale.
cope ann Krantic 

42 eA NG Behavior Apical o X
 ptale po Pe -- 

Breast, throat ant Kfank s wii re; heavy” bBhek Sin 

ihn as ana WET, e
Eie ean h RAY 

ar species amd how eliminated 

oO —. a O71 ey. 

oe aeirie Me agree e OL ps ‘net pave au
t identification? poe _ 

If yes, explain: 

‘2 avina conditions: give lighting, distance (how me ur el yy and ox oe 

equipment: “2 %A%'» ——. aH . Kir FerrK reen at 

,s> <oO aX sb iy 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
A@ve o%rerv ed bib 

ann Rek-rteckKaX Lerore, ro Previous
 REPEAL! ZAC ces SAA 

Re Biced an and sons consulted before writing description: , . 

stareiona/ aog raph a F-rc/ol Gusrae xsict Fra prr ron = saa k was 

How long before field notes made? . How long before this fom 

completed? 5 _ AOLLES 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

SpecLles’ KMed Fhaiarapne 

How Many? one 

Location? north end of haylorville Keservoir 

Habitat?’ freshwater lake; bird was teeding in shaliow area along tne 

edge of a sandbar with & number of other shorebirds 

Date? 3 October iVas 
Time?’ watched bird tram 8 to G:1iS a.m. 

Ddoservers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames 

Others who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, Andy Fix, Bery Engebretsen 

Description of bird: medium sized shorebird, about the size of a 

Fectoral Sandpiper-compared when the two were next to each other 

Rasically gray above and white below; was seen with two Sanderlings 

and back color was similar to theirs but head markings were dittferent. 

Toop of head dark colored with that color extending completely down the 

back af the neck and onto the back 

Dark slash of color extending through the eye and to just back of the 

eye 

Mest of face and meck was light colored except tor a taint trace of 

buffy color across the ftrant of the neck 

Bill was heavy and fairly long But not as long and thin as that of 

Wilson's Fhalarope. Hack was gray with some darker markings on it but 

didn't have the conspicuous scalloping pattern ot Red-necked Fhalarape 

Similar species and now eliminated: 

Wilson's Fhalarope-neck not long and thin enough, bill too short, head 

Markings were wrang 

Red-necked Fhalarope-bird was a bit too big, bill heavier and meck 

Markings were wrong, markings on back were gqitterent 

Yiewing conditions and equipment: 

20-45 power scape, about LUO yards away 

clear sky and tair Light 

Previgus experience with species: 
nane 

Rererences consulted: 

Harrisan-Seabird book 

How long betore tield notes were made’ 

2 L/e hours 

How long betore this form was completed? 

< L/e hours
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BOCURMENTATION UF EATRAURUDLNARY BIRD SiGHIING 
Red Fhalarooe. 3 tct 1788. saviorville Res.. rolk Co.. 1A 

ipserver: ihomas oH. Kent. #il Richards ot.. iowa Litv. [A S224 

Uther ooservers: steve Linsmore and oatners 

jz@ee. 34200 t@411:18,.-1494§9-28@ id29¢0.~324248.t8 1292 

Habitat: Upper eno ot ilarae reservoir with mud tiats. 

VESCriotion: Atter 3.3: nours of isoking i tinaiilvy tound two oOhaiarooes adout i 

Mlle 8ast ot Hiagnway i? bridge on tne nortn side. [nev were on a mud oar 

W1TN dowltcners. Stilt Sandoioers. and oectorais. Later one was Sen with 

tne same tiock ot shorebirds apout i/4 miie Bast of tne Oriagqae on tne 

soutn sige. Initiai notes made at le:lv Derore iookino at anv boGKS were 

as toliows: “Bird number one wasS tne S1zZ€ Ot NearoOv oectorais. it faa a 

short straiant biack biii. snorter than nead. uniform thickness. and as 

thick aS 0ase Of DeCtorai §$ Diil. Black over crown and tnrouaqn eve. All 

white ungeroparts. Primaries biack. coOvertsS aoravy with consideracie white. 

scapulars darker. Hack and tali arav. in tililant. orominent white wing 

strioe, Wings, Gack. and tall anoBareéd ali medium oray. white sides toa 

pase of tald. Dut center and tio all arav. Waiking and picking at +000 

W1tTh SilQNt S108 TO 51de@ movement: Swam once. Not twisting. NO Streaks in 

back wnen tiving. Silant Smuage at Snmouicer. #ird number two: same size 

ang posture. Mucn olainer with onivy mint ot dark cap ang some dark tnhrouagn 

eve, silleo seemed lonoer, thinner. and more pointed. !: Saw cotn in tiiant 

ang they iooked tne same. 1 gid mot See this bird again atter the tioack 

flusned Loresumapiv ov a Meriin that i Saw Twice In the areal. * 

TRE initiai views were against or partially against the light ioartiv cloudv:. 

After writing notes and icoking at the National Geoorandhic Guide. i 

studied the first bird at 40 to 30 vargs with the light But under cioudyv 

skv. It was with the same mixed tiock of sShorebiras but with more 

pectorais. it Sometimes chased oectorais. !t ted aiong tne mud fiat. 

Swam. and tiew several times wnile | nad tne scope on it. | made tne 

following adgitional notes at i:30: “Better view at 40-30 vards. White on 

torenead: olack starts over B8ve and goes over head and marrows at nape. 

Bili 2/3 of head ienath. bill consistentiv Shorter that pectorais obilis. 

tapers silahtly. Out rounded at tio. Ficking Sige to sidé and Swimming. 

When standing. lower e@gge ot Wind ano orimaries dark, Fest orav with 

indistinct dark V in Scapulars. Not a& white in coOverts as 1t seemed 

petore with back ililanting. Leas dark aorav. Seen well in tiiagnt with scope 

and iUsx binoculars se@verai times. No marking on back. Winos and mantie 

unitorm aray. iail a8 oetrore. 

i conciude that the ¢tirst Dird was a fea Phalarone in basic piumaoge ‘i Saw no 

teatner edaing tG suggest a juveniie;. I’m not sure what the second bird 

was. ine o1lil suggested Red-necked: ocernaos i taiieaq to juage the size 

correctiv ang misseoq markings on wing ano pack. 

pond: not neara 

Henavior: as above 

Longitions: rFrobaoly apout ilvu vards at first ana secona fliahtinas: 40-30 at 

iast sianting as judged By comoarable distance aionog shore. Liantina as 

described apove. Used 2ux scope and ix binoculars. 

SlmMliar soecies: Hill shane, zo SlZ& compared to oectorals. Lack ot 

Winds Dars wnen sStanogina and back markings in tiiaht apoear to te best 

Marks tor tavorino Kea over Red-necked Fhalarope in basic Olumage. Now, 

looking at the drawings in sherebirags by Hayman, Marchant. ang Frater. i 

think i can aporeciate the more bulky boOOy and wider winds aS compared ta 

Read-necked. Aliso the tliagnht was relative sion.



EF +21 

HOFEEMENnNT! NO HSSEQ WIth any one eB@Lse. But reported at nea Fralarace., t Cc 

PREVIOUS BMOPFIENCE! | NaYe SB@ON DOtTH 5eC1eS 1M This oGlumaqe on Lailternia 

De®LaoO1CS ano have seen Reo-necked Fhalaroopes inf ail ociumaces an snore. 

a = Have § eq fnalarooe® in oreedina OlLumage in Alaska. 

RETBrEeNCeSsCiMB USBO!: National Seoeraeonic bulde atter tirs 

t 

tT Set af notes. 

'Lm@@ Ot MOTeS/tvYoed!: Notes mage wnen i: aot Sack to car. ivoeg 3 fours atter 

Last Siagnting.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Extraordinary Bird Sightinas in Iowa 

Species: Red Phalarope 

Location: 1/4 mile east of Hwy _17 bridge over Des Moines River/Saylorville Lake; 
Polk County, IA 

Habitat: mud flat_at edae of river/lake 

Date(s): 10/3/88 | Time: 1:50 pm to 2:00 pm 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Iowa 50211 ne oe roe ~ ees we ORR TR a ARMREST Cee come meee ae - 

Other observers: Mike Thomas, Larry Morris wee ae ee es rs eae 

(
 

Describe the bird(s) including only what vou observed. Include size, shape, 
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, 
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. 

Predominately white bird feeding with pectoral sandpivers and dowitchers. 
Slightly smaller than dowitchers, approximately the size of pectorals but with a 

Slightly different body shape. Fed more actively and sliaqhtly apart from other 

shorebirds. "Grav back with light feather edging. Broad black stripe through 
eye toward back of head. Broad black stripe running from back to mid-top of 
head. Pale rusty wash under chin down on to neck. Thick black bill." Seen in 
flight x2, circling and returning. "White wing stripe in flight" and easy to 
discern in qroup because of almost white color. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Wilson's Phalarope - Eliminated by bill size and shape and size of black area on 
head. 

Red-necked Phalarope - Eliminated because of lack of stripina on back, thicker 

bill , and location of rusty wash on chin and neck area. 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
equipment: 
Overcast but suitable liaqhtina. Observed at 30' to 50' (similar distance paced) 

through scope at 30x - 45x. Excellent looks from various anqles. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Life bird. Numerous observations of Wilson's over the course of the vears. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

National Geographic Field Guide; Peterson's Field Guide to the Birds ae of Faster 

North America 
Sommer ee mee Seeaenaaalll > a 

How long before field notes made? 4_hours How long before this form 

completed? 2 days 



for Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa §s-2/ 

What spectes? Rod F hayes Flow pray / 

Location? Hass f wwe J? + Ds, Anme dE ae North whet f Say Corll Pe Pe 
a a ee 

Type of Habitat? Mud Hots ov South ails J dm Rw 6 'A-Yy we bebow Hig hiveg 1? funnies 

When? date(s): 3 Ot, CY We £8 an WO ¢ gto 

Who? your name and address: WA Ye ani £27 41 S4 pee Mow, FA  $03/0 

Others with you:  Auy Sila nits 

Others hefore or after you: 2. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape. details of all parts (bill. cere, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention yoice and behavior. 

P "wo lite fore with a eLongartel bok. ge patch, A grey- blue cop om elo neerid 

slant ("ns lomyer shan che bind Bewget"), and “chick chnmgbeut’ The bell 
appeartdh chick an no Longer cham le Lkh uf che pretmet sendy 

ve f/f 

Similar species; how eliminated: 
Wilson's /P hypbarone i Coll tee Thik 9 Shant, frsetrvee of w rg 2 Pug? eye darth vs. Rage atraped 

Red-nechac Phalampe : bLD tee thick ¢Shnt interes ff ors or buck, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? %0 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting. distance (how measured), optical equipment. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: none. bfo bed. 

Ro ferences and persons consulted before writing description: Nati! boogreg KX F 20S burile rel 

How long before field notes made? lowe... this form completed? [Ye newbs. Pp 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on hack cover Of Towa Bird Lifes.


