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30 Sep 1988 Classification: A-P
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA
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to 3 Oct; IBL 59:13, 77, Dinsmore/Engebretsen 1989

DOCUMENTATIONS

Steve Dinsmore, 30 Sep-2 Oct

Bery Engebretsen, 30 Sep

Mark Proescholdt, 1 Oct

Beth Proescholdt, 1 Oct

Andrew S. Fix, 2 Oct

Jim Sinclair, 2 Oct

Jim Dinsmore, 3 Oct

Thomas H. Kent, 3 Oct

Ann Johnson, 3 Oct

Mike Thomas, 3 Oct
PHOTOGRAPHS

Steve Dinsmore, 1 Oct, P-0268 (IBL 59:19)

Andrew S. Fix, 2 Oct, P-0260 (IBL 59:19)
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 59:13, 19

Records Committee: IBL 59:77

Photographs: IBL 59:19 (P-0260, P-0268)

Dinsmore, S. D., and B. Engebretsen. 1989. Red Phalarope at
Saylorville Reserwvoir. IBL 59:19.
VOTE: 3-A-P, 3-A-D, l-abstain

A-D. The bill looks too thick in the picture provided.
However, I can think of no other possibilities.

A-P. The bill shape and pattern of upperparts in flight were
convincing to me.

A-P. Excellent group of documentations describing this species
and eliminating other species. Good photo for additional proof.

A-D. This was a well kept secret from some of us.

A-D or A-P. Well-documented record.
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Bery
Engebretsen, 6492 James Francis, Johnston, IA 50131; Beth and
Mark Prescholdt, Box 65, Liscomb, IA; Andrew S. Fix, 153-C
University Villiage, Ames, IA 50010; Jim Sinclair, 810 North B
St., Indianola, IA; Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA
50010; Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwlk, IA 50211; Mike
Thomas, 2517 47th St., Des Moines, IA 50310.



(Hamburg); *Alan G. Grenon (Omaha, NE); Alan W. Hancock (Clear Lake); James L. Hansen
(Clear Lake); Douglas C. Harr (Larchwood); Mary Jo Hartogh (Elma); *Tom Hartwig (Garner);
Ann Johnson (Norwalk); *Dixie Kanago (Spencer); Matthew C. Kenne (Algona); Thomas H. Kent
(lowa City); Sharon Laub (Rippey); Paul Martsching (Ames); Robert K Myers (Perry); Babs
Padelford (Bellevue, NE); Marietta Petersen (Walnut); Peter C. Petersen (Davenport); Diane C.
Porter (Fairfield); Beth Proescholdt (Liscomb); Mark Proescholdt (Liscomb); W. Ross Silcock
(Tabor); Jim Sinclair (Indianola); Ed Thelen (Spirit Lake); Mike Thomas (Des Moines); *Gerald
W. Toll; John Van Dyk (Sioux Center); Jan L. Walter (Mason City); *David Youngblut
(Indianola); and Hank Zaletel (Colo).

OTHER OBSERVERS

) Bart Ballard; Ann Barker (Davenport); Beth Brown (Osceola); John Cedil (Des Moines); Fran-
cis L. Moore (Waterloo); Loren Padelford (Bellevue, NE); Mary Lou Petersen (Davenport); and
James P. Sandrock (Towa City).

COMMENT

A total of 1,111 records was extracted from the reports of 48 observers and
entered into a computer database for sorting and analysis. Ninety-three doc-
umentations for 37 different species were also received.

Most reports were very well done and were received on time, which made
the job of compilation much easier. Also encouraging was that a greater
number of the unusual, hard-to—idenlify, or early/late records were accom-
panied by some level of detail. This helps to show the observer was aware of
the unusual species or dates and took the time to be certain of the identifica-
tion. You can see the number of initials in the species summaries that are
followed by "details.” Unfortunately, a number of records had to go unmen-
tioned when they were not accompanied by details.

18 lowa Bird Life, Winter 1989

RED PHALAROPE AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR
STEPHEN ]. DINSMORE AND BERY ENGEBRETSEN

At4:15 p.m. on 30 September 1988, we were near the north end of Saylorville
Reservoir in Polk County studying a mixed flock of over one hundred
shorebirds, mostly Pectoral Sandpipers and Long-billed Dowitchers. At a
distance, one bird resembled a Sanderling because of the size, very white
appearance, and bill shape, but the bird was too far away to make a positive
identification. At 4:46 p.m., after approaching the bird, we identified it as a
Red Phalarope. We studied the bird until 5:05 p-m. and noted the following
as we studied the bird. It was roughly the size of a Pectoral Sandpiper and
had a striking black-and-white appearance. The bird’s color, general shape,
and habit of swimming identified it as a phalarope. The underparts were
entirely white, except for some light buff on the throat. When resting, the
bird’s wings were entirely dark and were darker than the rest of the bird. In
flight, a light stripe extended the length of the wing. The mantle was light
gray and was dappled with small, blotchy light brown areas. The back of the
neck was darker than the mantle, and this dark color extended to the crown.
The forehead was white. The rest of the head was also white except for a
dark spot which included the eye. The bill was rather short, about the length
of the bill of a Pectoral Sandpiper. The bill was dark, had a tubular look, and
was tapered slightly towards the tip.

We believe this was a juvenile bird molting into first-winter plumage and
photos of the bird clearly show the mottled upperparts and buffy neck
characteristic of a juvenile Red Phalarope. This bird was observed by at least
a dozen people through 3 October, but was not seen on later dates. This
represents the first accepted record of this species in Iowa.

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, 1A 50010
6942 James Francis Pl., Johnston, 1A 50131

,“\Y‘\

Red Phalarope, Saylorville Reservoir, 1, 2 October 1988. Photos by S. |. Dinsmore and A. F. Fix.
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DUCUFEMT=TION Furi

EEVER (T 3 Fhalarooe

P AUl V. molting Anto pDaslic plumage
Location:north ena o gsavlorville keservolr, Folk Lo

HAaRlTAT SEWImMMLING and wading in snallow water adjacent Lo large mudtlat

Date o oep-2 Uoct 1988

Timesdrade-S308 pome on 30 g9ep and Z:12-4:05 pom. on L Oct

LUbservers Mame and address:isSteve Dinsmore 4024 drkansas Dr. Aames, [4
SO0 0

Uthers who saw bird:lery bEngebretsen, Mark and Beth Froescholdt, m.ob.
Description ot bird:l +irst noticed the bird around 4:15 p.m. at a
distance ot about 274 mile while we were on Che south snore ot the

P EIT LT I commented to Berv that the pird sure [ooked like a
phalarope and he agresead wlith me. Healizing That Red Fhalarope was a
possibllicty at this Lime of vear, wWe decldeEd Lo aporoach +or a closer
Lok .

AL “4rdd pain., we relocated the bird at & distance o+ about &
vards., While watching the pilrd, w«we both commented on two features of
the pirds; the stout bill and the pale gray, unstreaved upperparts.

The bird was roughly the size of nearby Fectoral Sandpipers, though 1t
may have been slightly smaller. The Dird spent most ot its time
wading and swimming in shallow water, although the bird did brietly
walk around an the mud.

we then approached to.within about 400 varas. While watching the
bird, | took the following notes. Bird roughly the size ot a Fectoral
sSanapiper. Uverall, the bird was very pale, almost resembling a
Basitoc-plumadgsd Danoerling. fhe underparts, including vent, oallv,
frreast, and throat werse white. 'he winge looked black, and were
darker Chan the eest or thne bied. fhe mantle was & pale gray color,
noticeally lighter than the wings. there were no dark or lignt
stirreaks on the back. The nape was the same color as tne mantle. The
head pattern was as tollowsi mostly white with a darker area posterior
o and ncluding bthe eyve(dark area approxx. 1 om long? and a darker
CAD Dart cap was noticeably darker than nape and mantle. EBill was
short(less than the length ot the head), straight, fairly thick, and
dark colored. Bill seemed about as thick as the bill of a nearby
Stilt Sandpiper. To me, the bira seemed much more lethargic than a
Red-necked Fhalarope. Red-necks are usually very active, swimming in
circles and bobbing thelir heads continuously. This bird, however,
really didn € swim that ouch, but instead spent most ot r1ts time
wading slowly in shallow water. I also thought this bird looked like
it didn 't have much of & neck, giving 1t a "hunchbacked!" appearance.
Un the other hand, [ think Red-necked Fhalaropes have a very upriaht
appearance and have & tairly obvious neck. We did not see the bird in
tlight. At approdimately 9:13 p.m., we noticed that the phalarope and
the other shorebirds had disappeared, and we were unable to relocate
them.

O 1 Oct, Mark and Beth Froescholdt and [ relocated the bird at
the same location where 1t haad been the day betore. We watched the
bilrd +rom 28 124305 p.m. &t close range. I was able to approach
within 0 +eet and photograph the bird. While watching the bird, 1
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made thne rollowing notes.  Fantle was mostly lignt aray with some
2mal L patchy brown areas Lhroughout . sugogesting that the oird was

moL L. The throat, upon close @Xaminatlon, was somewhat Dutty, not
WL TE. The Dill was dark and was ngariy wdentical in shape ©o bthe
mill ooFf & nearoy sanderling., althougn the phalarope s oull was a it
=horter. e Ll2gs, a4t very clLose range, appegared to nave a yvellowlsh

fint. e bird made several short +lights ang we were aple Lo Clearly
zee the whlte wing stripe.

Andy Fix ano [ observeo the oiro on ohne evenming of & Oct, and 1t
Was seen e@arly the next morning oy Jim binsmore.  The bird was not

seen atbter 5 UOot.

Similar species and how eliminated: The posture, pehavior, and black
And white color pattern rule ot all shoreplrds edcept pnalaropes,
The si1ze, "hunchbacked” appearance, Dirll shape, head pattern, and
unstreaked, gray upperparts eliminates Red-necked and Wilson s

ohal aropes.

Viewling conditions and equipmentiViewing conditions werse very good.
The sky was overcast, but the alr was very clear and there were no
neat shimmers. Estimated viewing distance was 400-300 vards at the
closest on 30 bHep, but was less than 30 feet on later dates. L used a
Busechnell 20-45% spotting scope.

Frevious e)iperlience with species: [ nave seen nundreds ot Hed
Fhalaropes off the sast coast and in Massachusetts. [ have also seen
numarous Wilson s and Red-necked phalaropes in lowa, 1ncluding many
Red-necked Fhalaropes this +all.

Feterences consultedinEs Fleld uulade i

How long opedore +i1eld NoteEs were made ‘made on spoc

How Long betore this +orm was completed/written 2 houwrs later
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(Icwi, MMissouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

Ty -2
BIRDS: VIRIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.
.
Species__ J‘?t-i 0 "&("- =il FC- 2. Number: e
Location, g"‘!/(ﬁ , 'QC - :
Date: afgr‘-‘/‘?f S.ng:::sgen: "‘jt’) M o £25 pP. M

Descript:cn of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and fez2t coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic chqracteristics,
but include only what qc.Lually was seen in the f1e].c1) 3 b Vg ,?, a féala ol & by
%Q\LM-V‘#}ﬂWiM—ﬂgnj X wid ”Jos’fvrt, 'L/nl"ﬁv‘fv-\ 4 0hy 1,y_~,gv-4_1 wrkiTe L‘ S )
Bill <na~Tewn awa Hh'ee tew  Thav sThen +“"'-5 ‘DC(_:;, o € f)f‘~~(,.v-urft )\/r_(_k' Sc.-,w\"t{
Slonrt .t—yl P"‘Tt-l\'\ ((‘-ﬂ\td gm“[{ i e D) aw i {‘{'ha,’gt g,p W\ﬂr)f o € ﬂCLJ.(
/ i 2 p
Lnto head Wings danken Fhan grap oF back  Bagueally a quay sbovg
I i ’ #' L ,:,’— ‘_‘.[ / L ' L(/ . I |
C\!\(\ q’c’\l'{- h;( W we b9 b3 i \ VLK 29 .
Description of voice, if heard: —
‘ ' /¢ i e !
R g \ " (A T AT AV manT § T ﬁq"‘r-‘x 4
Description of behavior: on Share a%e Suwmng & o

b'-, ¢ e N :a.‘. “ P‘I'\ of 4 _J":__l"‘ir" - {:‘-\\-{{-_

Y | dle atvis T rom
Mlabitat - general: A owfA s bt € ek Whes HC, n _
specificiomud F/ats Jeft by aw Jeke [erel

Similarly appearing pec;cs which are ellmlnated by quef:igyns 6, 7 & 8, Explain:
B’/{ Wes 1‘\‘*‘ £:0% *"'C! “’l!C_.th 44'\!\‘-\ Q-+ zn L(,/U ""“QP'—‘S

gdck W~ trht‘g"&\f’ﬂ* 77"4)/\1/"“/(.;. p\‘t(‘ﬂac'(.d

/

Distance (how measured)? e (.f.ff&“-w\:{-d_) 12, Optical equipment: ‘51‘5)\

(S*cve's cie!lewT scope)

Light (s.cy, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): @-MA.«LM yb-f
god | ‘nJr uv-.d ne ™igt -(.)7 s Reet dlstoidfign

Previous e\perlence with th‘Lo sRecn_es and 51n113r1y appealnlg species: Red-necK 4 W.L-,mj

1 L awre and other SJ"'W‘(LS‘ 5\¢-p 'J"\f)’ QNfse /A Lalifa o, PN
Other cbservers: ¢+, Ding ~o ~<

Did the others agree with ycur identification? )/ss

Other observers who independently identified this bird: — Ay VB /;—efu,

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

N,\, 10 Aea .f:-#ﬁqv';\ ’rf/illc

19, How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 3 Agiws
Q‘M > Cr- s Address: 649 3 Tammey Fianei
Signature v
Date: ?/3“(5"?’ . city, State: jo‘n\;fbn N4 SUiF)

éf‘rl{(‘ A)flg /fH"I LL\I.J

(over)
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa L
What species? R@.cl FMQY‘G(‘PQ How many? [
Location? §q_q[mwi”€ Rececvoir — acxoss vowm Tester Pk’
—
Type of habitat? e Xxdemnsive w\wl-ﬁ{a:t- QA
When? date(s): Oct 1. 1998 time: |2 30pwm. to 5100 pom, —C&%&xmﬁ@
’ (lj.w P e T pW. — clese ieekS)
Who?your name and address: Mco(‘K Pyoescho 'l" BoX 65 é:sc@wﬁ,m
others with you: Steve bimsmré_%ge’ﬂ\ ‘PY'OESCLLQ{CZ'/_’

others before or after you: T iwa DNiw< jmo<e . Amét{r Fixx othexs

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Steve located -Hhe Phalaxope. Freom Hhe Vovth emd of Tesfor Pacld about

L it away ox So acxess Hhe wvev. Thew we hoated closex emd walked cimbr

The Phalavepe had o short, black bill Hhat was substeutial @ud Fhick aud defiudely
et weedlelile by amy means. T ad a light geayish back. whew Steve and T
weve veey clese Jo it Iater, the gQvagish back wos alwost in A big geeyish
plates om He Waek. T was dixKex ow +he edge of the wings with sewe |ight
blackish maxkings aw the Flowks, T# was a. pudgy— /aong bicd Hat was very
it wiite. 7 had o shovg, dighuckive wingshipe im Clght T lad a veey white
Behead and o veey hege black line ~Harougha 4 eye auwd Jewaxd the back of s head.
T+ lad o blackish cxouw Rewm the 16p of Fhe had aud fhow en bock o Fhe back of
head. T# had o dark black line ow the heck of s neck 4o +he cxown and this was
much dacloc i colow thow e Pvexish, um—madked wck. 7F lad a shight bufhy(; vesy
Haceat avea. whow seem wp close . The tfop of the (s appeaved |ight amd net okl
with the vest . watee at His ochsevwation, A+ least 3 Ji%mﬂ}- Hwes T Saw
4 bobhing up awd down amd pressing its breast judo the water vepeatedly. TH wa

Swimwming at tiwmes. g was vexry ackve awd ruwning and woving aveund a [of
Similar species and how eliminated:
A Red-Necked PMMBPG 6 daxcKew with oo sfvengly sheiped back, a
blacker cxown, and o move uneedlelike bill.
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
C[ou.&g wmest of the Hwe . ParHy Suany at Hhe end when we were chsest

Disdances edfimated : 200 yords awoy at islamd, 76 yards away ot boxk, /6-15 yaxds
awid ot Clofest ow faet. Yox Sape - AAX sape. S8X30 Biwols .
Previous experience with species and similar ones:

My Bcst Red Phalavepe . Have Seem oo uumkgr-erﬁ w]wf-er-?lumaga Red - Mecked
References and persons coFsulted befoi'e wr;’_ﬂng \Sesizwt‘g(}{;ib‘ el Phal
R. T Retesen quide, Aot (. ?e@,.gud e, el ) oBbns guide .

How long befor%“fie]d notes made? /0:i5 prwm. this form completed? Oct: g, 1988
evem: )
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor\:\gﬂl Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240

Q.




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa FY-2

What species? Rgd /PJ‘\O\M ropé. How many? f
Location? §49 lovy ville Qeser»/c-ir":ﬂa%/yb:‘ne,s

Type of habitat? shailei) nevth end. en a long sand bay
P

When? date(s): @C.—/v bev | 95§ time: /' 30 to 800 o« R \f@')u',rli{ /
: FETE - s cloge 'd bsewa1(_. . (j

Who?your name and address: ’5&%}1 /7N’CS Cheldt LiScomb, Lowa e

others with you: 5{—3;;&, @ras move ﬂ/’m’k prac:.écl;]a lc{’f'”

others before or after you: ;\m N Fi‘ xX
J

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bi11, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

when we Lirst saw +he bird from Shove at least 'mile away
)4 54&:94’ oat fyom +he cther Shove birds Lo 1ds Whiteness, Then as we
worled by boat +o an isfand Reoe-3ce Hara’s fvern it we weve ablet:
de‘rlerg)gna (4 was da ﬁjecl P}\a}awa,oe) .r).'.?vL f{&)ex.‘./—l;l:idﬁeé, a’ c{ A
oot the size of a Sander}-‘n »edr s the bir _’ha 4 /n'g‘ ¥+
SO/J'J—eray back with aw shantlq mo+tled )aakff)"f;ﬁ‘}%‘fTﬁrncf% S:‘f.:es on rts
back (25 2 Red-necked), The mantic  scapulars + coverts had a clean gray
jsok, T+ had a white "forchead" with adark stripe up the back of 15
neck « nape o onto anh) ' oF #he crown G'ns fead o an- f{:rward a4s inRed-neak,
The bill was “+hick for a 'Phalqw,ye remindrng me of q western
SMJF/IMY’S withou + the dr'mp — :}IUC}\ hé'llw‘f:r a .b)r/ +han the o they ‘lpha[aw}fg(
The bivd was vevry whiteon brea<i, be;l9 +s:‘c/es, exc.e}g} For ¢

pujn)¢:'sh wash sn upper dreast « '/%ma-;lJ - & black ciescent H\roug}\ eye
SN with & 447X Scope at §2 gards,
we dld’n"-/— see ; £ SPJ‘nnl‘ ng , bu-/- ;'Ldt'cl a led o}: SCUJ'S‘/I]I'nj' o

6&.}42):‘;3 9 bounc:;'ni 'n *he wa%er at +rmes, . .
<n i+ flew wice, T Sawsits white Lo/ 14 5-}r-p¢§-

Similar species and how eliminated: Red-necked phqld"'ape » EEENS bivd
had a selbd Gré back. wi+h he s#r;f.)es, and a ©Ohife forehead,
and a thick’bil, unlike a Red-neiked,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? N o

If yes, explain:

iewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Clou Y bat §eo ligh4 - ??g_ amile Svem Shere — Roe-300 9(,1sz bﬂ bea 4,
& /46{')609ard -~ FA4o Miken brnecs, RAxX Bashnell SGepe + 437X scepe.,

revious experience with species and similar ones: Lever g Ked Phala repe, but+
[} ew SNGhHn LS o? ﬁe.al-nec.‘-/@e \ ’)‘&{d c! ‘d .
References and(jpersons consulted before writing description: 3 red all gu: &G &
discussed with Mavk 4 Ve,
How long before field notes made? o+ £Nc¢  this form completed? Oct 4 1955

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMIENTATION FORM
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Jowa

Species Lo Phala ro PO,

location Sz y/or v . B s, ol ot

Habitat sy LSt

Date (s) oo S Time . Tg 0 _zrooA

R L w P Y 2%, P et d I fz‘.,frm@'uwé(

Other observers Z>n . %WA naa Aé/u 711

Describe the bird (s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape,
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
belly, uder-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

Shome.  sire w5 AAe feroral Sardpirers S woas wi
%f:m‘ﬂ-/?ﬁ /Dar%a.ra o ¥ & /‘)/éz/ctrv/!:e, anA e K
féeﬁ'?/zﬂg Rehavsior 7;//5/64{/0//»/&:4 o pe s
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.f/r-auzy_ﬁ{ an exSendn /:u_r)"@ 3 e I o
Similar ted é

species and how eliminated: = -

x"x’e_a(‘-ﬂexz/‘g,dﬁéé_;)fqz size anA r/a/b.e_—/a/ £ anA Sock

o w/ _ PorTiare, rs,eﬂ’m;z Lo Anviovs Azad ccrd Lack
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Did anyone d agreg' & Fave af"eservéﬁons 2Fbut identification? 70

If yes, explain:

¢ acving conditions: give lighting, distance (how megsured) , and opt}_}cal
equigment: A hz =  Aon s TR Yo gool, Lirel FFecy  TRRA 7"
2o yds s# ra_?-u.a-.-a‘ér af core af 7 /4({ A DO, coverel
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Previous experience with species and similar ones: Az cve o Kraruez’ii?@,%z
ek RaX- mec Xad Lafore, 7o )p,-ef,'au__r oLl esce e

brop2- ,
rEftenced and gars)ns consulted before writing description: |
>Ttar ena/ q_o}raf,{vlc. o/ Suwiree anel Ao p-i-rTen * s=za £, r-ﬂ(f

How long before field notes made? . How long before this form

campleted? <5 ﬁc ps
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

species? Red Fhalarope
How Many s one
Location? north end of Saviorville Reservolr

Habitat? freshwater lake; bird was teeding in shallow area along tne
edge of a sandbar with a number ot otbther shoreblrds

Date? I October 1988
Time? watched bird +rom 8 to 8:12 a.m.
Ob=servers pame and address: Jim Dinsmore., 4024 Arkansas Drive, Aames

Uthers who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, Andy Fix, Bery Engebretsen

Description of bird: medium sized shorebird, about the size af a
Fectoral sandpiper—-compared when the two were next to each other
Basically gray above and white below: was seen with two Sanderlings
and back color was similar to theirs but head markings were different.
Top of head dark colored with that color extending completely down the
back of the neck and onto the back

Dark slash of color extending through the eve and to iust back of the
aye

Rest of face and neck was light colored except for a faint trace of
butfy color across the +ront of the neck

Bill was heavy and fairly long but not as long and thin as that of
Wilson's Fhalarope. Back was gray with some darker markings on 1t but
didn 't have the conspicuous scalloping pattern ot Red-necked Fhalarope

Similar species and now eliminated:

Wilson s FPhalarope-neck not long and thin enough, bill too short, head
markings were wrong

Fed-necked Fhalarope-bird was a bit too big, bill heavier and neck
markings were wrong, markings on back were different

Viewing conditions and equipment:

20=47 power scope, about 100 vards away

clear sky and ftair light

Frevious sxperience with species:
none

Feterences consulted:

Harrison—-Seabird book

How long before +tield notes were made?

2 L/ hours

How long betore this form was completed?
2 172 hours
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UOLUMENTATLION UF EATRAURLDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

ked Fhalarope. 3 Uct 198B. saviorviile Res.. rolk Lo.. 1A

Ubserver: ‘homas H. kent. £11 Richards ot.. lowa Citv., [A 52240

Uther ooservers: Steve Linsmore and otners

lime: 1Is00 to.41:18. 11343 .o 11:280. 12345 to 1203

Habitat: Upper eno ot larage reservolr with mud tlats.

uescriotion: Atter 3.3 nours ot looking 1 tinaily tound two phalaropes apout |
mile east ot Hignway 17 briage on tne nortn side. Ihev wWere on a mud bar
w1th dowiltchners. otilft Sandploers. ano DECTOrais. LATEr ONe Was SEen with
tne same fL0CK or SnOreplrds aoput 1/4 mile east ot tne origae on tne
soutn siaoe. Initial notes made at 1Z:1v betore iookKino at anv DOOKS Were
as tollows: "Bird number one was Tne slZe Ot nearbv pectorals. It nag a
short straloht black bill. shorter than nead. uniform thickness. ang as
thick as pbase Ot Dectoral s Dilil. Biack over crown and tnrouagn eve. All
white unoerparts. Primaries plack. coverts orav with consigeraple white.
scapulars dgarker. Back and tail arav. In fiiont. prominent wnite winag
stripe., Winas. bDack. and tali appeared all medium grav. Wnite S1dEs tO
pase of tail. but center and tip all orav. Walkino and pickino at tooad
Wwith sil1ant sige tD S1de mMOVEMENT: sWam once. Not twilistina. NO STreaks 1in
back when tivino. siilgnt smuoge AT snoulger. Hird numpber two: same si1ze
ana oposture, fucn plainer with ONLY NINT Ot Q&ark Cap anao some gark tnrouan
eve. H1lled seemeo lonaer. thinner. and more polnted. . Saw 0Otn in fiiant
and thev looked tne same. [ 01d not see thls Dird agaln atter tne tilock
fiusned Loresumaply ov a Meriin tnat 1 saw Twice 1n the areail.”

fhe 1nitial views Were against or partiallv against the liaht ipartiv cloudv).
After writing notes and looking at the Mational Geoaraphic buige. |
studied the first bird at 40 to 3v vards with the liaht but under cloudv
skv. It was with the same mixed +iock ot shorebiros bDut withn more
pectorais, It sometimes chased pectorais. It refu aiong tne mud flat.
swam. ang flew several timeg wnile 1 had tne scope on 1t. [ made tne
tollowino agoitional notes at 1:30: “Better view at 40-30 vards. White on
torenead: black starts over Beve and Qooes over head and narraws at nape.
Bill £/3 ot head lenath. Bill consistentiv shorter that pectorals bilis.
tapercs sliahtly. but rounded at tip. Fickino sige to si1de and SWwimmlng.
Wnen standing. lLower 200e Ot W1nOo ano primarles gark, rFest aQrav wltn
1ngistinct gark V¥ 1n scapulars. Not as white 1n coverts as 1t seemed
petore With back lionting. Legs dark oray. Seen well i1n tliant witn scope
and lUx binoculars several times. Ho markino on back. Wingos and mantie
unitarm aray. lail as betore.

| conclude that the t+1rst pird was a Heo Fhalarooe 1n basic plumaoge ([ saw no
teatner edaolng TO SUO@BST & juvenlie). ['m not sure wnat the secona bird
was. ine plll supoested Keo-neckeda: pernaps | faliea to judde the size
Ccorrectiy ano M1SSeO0 Markinas oOn wWino ano Dack.

oona: not neara

Henavior: as aDove

Longltions: Frobaply apout lUuv vards at f1rst and second siochtinos: 40-30 at
last sianting as Jjudoed bv comparable distance alonag shore. Liagntino as
described above. Used 20x% scope and lUx binoculars.

Similar species: Bi1ll shape, re(;tlve size compared to pectoralis. lack ot
wingos bars wnen standinag and back markinags in filaoht apoear to be boest
marks tor tavorino Red over Red-necked Fhalarope i1n basic Dlumage. Now,
lookino at the drawlnas 1n shoreblras bv Havman, Marchant. ano Prater. |
tnink [ can appreciate the more pulkv opgyvy and wlder winas as compareag to
keg-necked. Also the tliaht was relative SiowW.
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AOreement: NOT C1SCUSSEO WI1IN any One else. COUT reporteg 2T Ked rnalarooe.

Frevious SX%0Brlence: ! nNave seen 0OTN SOEC1les 1n tnls plumage on taliternia
geladics ano have seen rea-necked Fhaliaropes 1n ail ociumages on snare.
Have =een Red Fnalarpoe in DOreedlno DLlUMaO® 1N Hlaska.

neterences/Time UseO0: Mational Geoerapnic bulge atter ti1rst set ot notes.

11me Ot noTes/Tvoed: Motes mage wnen 1 got pack to car. ivoes 3 nours atter
1&s5t siahting.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Extraordinary Bird Sightinas in Iowa

ed Phalarope

Species:

Location: 1/4 mile east of Hwy 17 bridge over Des Moines_River/Saylorville Lake;
Polk Countv, IA

Habitat: mud flat at edae of river/lake
Date(s): 10/3/88 _ Time: 1:50 pm to 2:00 pm

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Iowa 50211

Other observers: Mike Thomas, Larry Morris

Describe the bird(s) including only what vou observed. Include size, shape,
details of all parts (bill, eve, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

Predominately white bird feeding with pectoral sandpipers and dowitchers.
Slightly smaller than dowitchers, approximately the size of pectorals but with a
slightly different body shape. Fed more activelyv and slichtly apart from other
shorebirds. "Gray back with light feather edgina. Broad black stripe throuah
eye toward back of head. Broad black stripe runninag from back to mid-top of
head. Pale rusty wash under chin down on to neck. Thick black bill." Seen in
flight x2, circling and returning. "White wing stripe in flight" and easv to
discern in group because of almost white color.

Similar species and how eliminated:

Wilson's Phalarope - Eliminated by bill size and shape and size of black area on
head.

Red-necked Phalarope - Eliminated because of lack of stripinag on back, thicker
bill , and location of rustv wash on chin and neck area.

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No
I1f yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment:

Overcast but suitable lightinag. Observed at 30' to 50' (similar distance paced)
through scope at 30x - 45x. Excellent looks from various angles.

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Life bird. Numerous observations of Wilson's over the course of the vears.

References and persons consulted before writina description:

National Ceographic Field Guide:; Peterson's Field Guide to_the Birds of Eastern
North America

How long before field notes made? 4 hours How long before this form
completed? 2_days
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What species? /ZAJ ﬂfvﬂ-—cﬂ,o-p,e Hoswe many” /
LHL’H“U”:’ Al‘,;ﬁ[wnq? 17 «+ Dn.., .A/{,M” Rowve - /Ua-v)’d i&ﬂ;ltfgu.;,fﬂvitf tﬂl—a&,l-

Tvpe of Habitat? M}@t,ﬂ so*rt.»;.{t.f.[am Reivan ¢ 2%t eeds balord ol 17 fondoe

When? dateis): 3 DeA, '€F UME: €. 2 po 10 ¢.A220pm

Who? vour name and address: ,*A L(q.mq-wn.r 2587 ‘-Hd-‘"S'f: Bew Nogsy, TA §V3/0

Others with vou: Auww Jolnson

Others before or after you: 2

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size. shape. details of all paris (hill. ¢ye,
head. neck, back. wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and hehavior

e 1alY awm% vk & blue yray Land o Aot ot Tl
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Simular species; how eliminated:
wWilsow's P helasope | il #vv Tk + slant, va‘a"g P ":"‘/J-jrj— vi. eage adiad
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? %0
If yes. explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting. distance (how measured ), optical ¢quipment. )
pMjM-c.Jﬁ‘-{n, san om plae at c. T v flyog Wit o pretoad samd pogioss.
taned FXHO b ocelaats ¢ LCuum dcont & 25X

Previous experience with species and similar ones: nowe. lfobid.

R ferences and persons consulted before writing description: Alasvinasl 6 eogrem b F bt Guide st

How long before field notes made? 10 maie.  this form completed? [ snetos.

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Towa Bird [ifc).



