Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists' Union Printed: 11/22/00

Great Gray Owl Record Number: 96-02
11 Feb 1996 Classification: A-P
Big Marsh, Butler Co., IA

*Kent, *Fuller, ****%

IBL 66:57; 67:82

DOCUMENTATIONS
Thomas H. Kent (11 Feb), 211 Richards St., Iowa City 52246
Jim Fuller (11 Feb), 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City 52240
Stephen J. Dinsmore (19 Feb), 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames 50014
Jim Dinsmore (19 Feb), 4024 Arkansas Dr., Bmes 50014
Peter Petersen (19 Feb), 235 McClellan Blvd., Davenport 52803
Chris Edwards (19 Feb), 85 Whitman Ave., North Liberty 52317
Mark Proescholdt (21 Feb), Box 65, Liscomb 50148
PHOTOGRAPHS
Thomas H. Kent, 11 Feb 1996, P-0480
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 66:57
Records Committee: 67:82
Field Notes 50:177, 1996, photo by Stephen J. Dinsmore, 19 Feb
VOTE: 6 A-P, 1 A-D
A-P, Diagnostic photographs.
A-P, Nice!
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Immature Black-legged Kittiwake in Wilmette,
lllinois, December 4, 1995. Photograph/Joe B.
Milosevich.

16-24 (LMc, JDu, J&PB), H.B.S.P, Feb.
3 (EB, RHn), and Mel Price Lock &
Dam, Madison, IL Feb. 2-Mar. 10 (DK).

The northernmost Greater Roadrunner
since the late 1970s was observed in e.
Camden, MO Feb. 22 (NS). Snowy Owls
were remarkably scarce, with two on the
Chicago lakefront, one in Coles, IL, and
one that ranged from Allen, IN to Pauld-
ing, OH. On Oct. 17, a Burrowing Owl
was extricated from the chimney of a Jack-
son, MO residence; the bird was rehabili-
tated and released (K. Hogan, C. Bas-
com, ph.). Although no other details were
available, a Great Gray Owl was pho-
tographed in Butler, 1A Feb. 19 (SD ph.).
It was an excellent winter for the “eared
owls,” with 70 Long-eared and 141 Short-
eareds reported in the Region. Peak Long-
eared Owl counts included 12 in Allen, IN
Dec. 31-Feb. 17 (CS, m.ob.) and eight in
Monroe, 1L Feb. 17 (DK). Maximum
Short-eared tallies included the following
wintering groups: >20 in Franklin, 1L (LS)
and 22 in Warrick, IN (JCb et al). North-
ern Saw-whet Owls were also unusually
widespread, with ten birds reported in the
n. states; the peak count consisted of four
at Killdeer Plains, OH Feb. 18 (RHa).

Hummingbirds to Shrikes

A Rufous Hummingbird lingered in
Lebanon, MO until the first snow arrived
Dec. 9 (LP) and a unidentified humming-
bird of the genus Selasphorus was reporred
in Willow Springs, MO Dec. 9 (fide LRi).
Red-headed Woodpeckers were present in
good numbers in Cleveland, OH (LRo). A
very tardy Scissor-tailed Flycatcher lin-
gered near the Bois D’Arc exit of 1-44,
Greene, MO until Dec. 2 (1]Lu). Follow-
ing last fall's heavy flight, Red-breasted
Nuthatches were reported in good num-
bers across the Region. Most surprising for
mid-December was a House Wren in Day-
ton, OH Dec. 17 (f]Du, ST). Lingering
Marsh Wrens were detected at Miami-
Whitewater, OH Dec. 5 (fide NK), in

Kent, OH Dec. 17 (LRo), and in
Buchanan, MO Jan. 14 (LL). Townsend’s
Solitaires mentioned in the autumn report
lingered ar West Beach, IN through Dec.
7 (JMc), at Klehm Arboretum, IL unril
Jan. 11 (RM), and at Lyons Woods Forest
Preserve, IL through the period (EW, DJh,
JLa, m.ob.). A Hermit Thrush at H.B.S.I%,
Feb. 4—Feb. 19 was exceptional for that
date (LRo, RHn). Huge Am. Robin
flocks, total estimated to exceed 100,000
birds, appeared in Barton, MO in mid-
February (fide B]). Varied Thrushes were
seen Jan. 7 in McHenry, 1L (fide RB), at
Muscatatuck N.W.R., IN Jan. 20 (+DGr),
and at Parma Heights, OH Jan. 23-Feb
22 (tRHa, m.ob.). Rare in winter, the
15-25 Am. Pipits observed at Schell-
Osage W.M.A., MO Feb. 17 & 29
(J&EZ, m.ob.) and 16 at RE.D.A., Feb.
24 (PMc et al.) were noteworthy. Cedar
Waxwing concentrations were not report-
ed; peak counts included 250 in Bernheim
Forest, KY Jan. 9 (J&PB) and 200 in
Lucas, OH Feb. 17 (fide LRo). A sprin-
kling of Bohemian Waxwings graced the
Region, with one at West Beach, IN Dec.
2 (tHaw er al), three at Ravinia Park,
Lake, 1L Dec. 19 (LH), and one at Ogden
Dunes, IN Dec. 29 (JMc, 1DGo).

s The Region enjoyed a major

N. Shrike invasion. This flight
surpassed the winter 1981-1982 in-
cursion, which involved 43 birds, and
may have exceeded the large inva-
sions of the mid-1950"s. Even with-
out the lowa report, more than 63
birds were reported across the Re-
gion. State tallies included >30 in
Illinois, 20 in Ohio, 17 in Indiana,
and one in Missouri. The latter, an
immature, was seen at Reed W.M.A.,
in Jackson, w.c. MO Jan. 20 (JZ).

Vireos to Buntings
A Dec. 5 window kill at a Michigan City,
IN, auto dealership proved to be an imm.

Great Gray Owl in Butler County, lowa, February
19, 1996. Photograph/Stephen J. Dinsmore.

Northern Saw-whet Owl at Killdeer Plains, Ohio,
February 24, 1996. One of at least four present
at this site. Photograph/Wendell L. Argabrite.

White-eyed Vireo (*H. Dancey); the spec-
imen, which constitutes Indiana’s first
December record, was taken to the Chica-
go Field Museum. The season’s only
Orange-crowned Warbler was at Rend L.,
IL Dec. 16 (DK). A few Yellow-rumped
Warblers wintered n. of their normal
range, with two in n. LaPorte, IN Dec. 6
(SB) and three at South Bend, IN Jan. 1
(M&VR). Other late-departing warblers
included a male Pine Warbler at Ham-
mond, IN Dec. 1 (JB) and Com. Yel-
lowthroats at Miami-Whitewater, OH
Dec. 5 and Conneaut, OH Dec. 12 (JPo).

The newly-designated Spotted Towhee
was found at Braidwood, IL Dec. 30 (JM)
and Lebanon, MO Dec. 8-Feb. 14 (L.
Pannell). It was a good winter for spar-
rows, as was illustrated by the 800 Am.
Tree Sparrows counted Jan. 1 at Miami-
Whitewater, OH (fide NK). A remarkable
four Chipping Sparrows were found in
Ohio during December; reports included
two in Tuscarawrus Dec. 3 (ES), one at
Springfield Dec. 23-Jan. 7 (1DO), and
one in Holmes Dec. 21-30 (ES). The
number of winter LeConte's Sparrow
reports was typical for the Region, with
one near King City, MO Jan. 1 (LL), one
at Cypress Creek N.W.R., IL Jan. 15
(DK), and two at Bradford Farms, Boone,
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Species: Great Gray Owl;, Number: 1

Location: Big Marsh, Butler Co., lowa

Date: 11 February 1996; Time: 4:59 to 5:30 p.m.

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, 1A 52246.

Others before/with/after: Francis Moore earlier in the day and someone else the day before. Jim Fuller with me.

Habitat and circumstances: At north edge of large man-made marshy area near the Cedar River.

Description of bird: A large gray owl that [ judge to be somewhat larger than a Barred Owl. It has a large gray facial
disks that are edged by a narrow dark line and are composed of fine black concentric lines. There are gray half-
moon areas on the inner side of the eyes. The irises are bright yellow and the pupils are dark. The bill is small and
yellow. The chin has prominent white “bow tie” marks that are horizontal white lines that are separated in the
mid-line by gray feathers. The underparts are streaked. The back of the head is more finely streaked. The under
tail is barred. The bars are not solid and have indistinct edges. In some areas the bird’s feathers had a brownish
cast. The bird has a fluffy appearance as the feathers are blown by the wind. The head is quite large. We drove
into the area where the bird had been seen and found it sitting about 20 feet up in a tree. We turned the car so as
to get a good angle and watched the bird for about 25 minutes. It finally flew down into the grass and was out of
sight briefly . It flew up to a post and then after a few minutes to another post. We left it there.

Voice: Not heard.

Similar species: Only Barred Owl is remotely similar. The most impressive marks were the yellow eyes, bow tie mark,
and large gray facial disks.

Any one have reservations?: no.

Light: Overcast, late afternoon gray light; Distance: 25 to 30 yards; Optics: 10x binocular; 560 mm lens; the bird
provided a large image in the viewfinder and the shutter speed registered 1/8 second with 200 ASA film and {8
aperture.

Previous experience: | have seen several in Minnesota.

References before/after viewing: none.

Time of notes: while viewing; Final typing: 15 hours.
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD

SPECIES: Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa)

LOCATION: Big Marsh (Butler County)

HABITAT: Tall grass, interspersed with groves and lines of trees.
DATE & TIME: 11 February, 1996 (4:59-5:30 PM)

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240

OTHERS: With me was Tom Kent. Earlier the same day Francis Moore and
Tom Stone. Later there were MOb.

DESCRIPTION: The bird was seen sitting only 15 or so feet off the
ground in a small tree only about 60 feet away. This was a large owl.
Even though there was no direct comparison, it appeared to be larger
than either a Barred or Great Horned Owl. The head was also larger and
the tail was longer. Generally, the owl was gray and black. The large
head also had very large facial discs, surrounded by a black border of
varying thickness. The eyes were yellow, and on the inner side of the
eyes, there were light gray areas that looked like a shallow letter
"C", and together, they looked like a rounded letter "X". Both at the
top of where the "X" crossed and at the bottom where the bill was,
there was black. The bill itself was relatively small and yellow in
color. The facial discs had concentric circles of black on light gray.
One of the most notable features was a white area below each of the
facial discs which together gave the appearance of a mustache or bow
tie. The breast had dark vertical streaking, while the undertail
showed dark barring which was a little wavy. The top of the tail and
back were more a grayish-brown, and were barred and streaked with
lighter gray. The top and back of the head looked dappled with dark
and light gray. The tail seemed long and was rounded.

The owl rapidly twisted its head and appeared to be listening for
small mammals. After about a half hour in the tree, it suddenly
plunged into a grassy area, which was out of sight over a mound. After
a minute or so, it flew up to a nearby DNR sign. No vocalization was
heard.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Barred Owl is browner, has a smaller head, a less
prominent white bow tie, and it has dark eyes.

DISAGREEMENT: Nobody disagreed with the ID.

VIEWING CONDITIONS & OPTICS: It was late in the afternoon with cloudy
skies. The bird was viewed with Swift Audubon (8.5 X 44) binoculars,
at a distance of approximately 60 feet. Direction of viewing was to
the east.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen numerous Great Gray Owls in northern
Minnesota, as well as at Yosemite and Yellowstone National Parks.

FIELD NOTES & REFERENCES: Field notes were prepared later that evening
without the use of a reference. This form was typed on 21 February.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species: Great Gray Owl

Number: |

Location: Big M., Butler Co., IA

Habitat: grassy fields interspersed with rows and small groves of trees
Date: 19 February 1996

Time: 5:00-6:05 p.m.

Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 50014
Others who saw bird: Jim Dinsmore, m.ob.

Description of bird(s): We arrived at Big Marsh to find about a dozen birders
already there waiting for the bird to show itself. I decided it would be more
productive to walk the area, rather than wait along the road. After walking
for 45 minutes, 1 located the bird perched in a row of trees about a half mile
WNW of the pond and chain gate area where the bird was most often seen.
Others joined me by 5:30 and we watched the bird until dusk. The bird was
clearly a large owl. Size was about twice that of a Barred Owl I had seen
earlier. The head was large, rounded, and lacked any ear tufts. The base
color of the facial disks was white with darker, fine concentric rings. The
eyes and bill were yellow. The underparts were finely barred with darker
black streaks along the flanks. The short tail was barred. The upperparts
were darker and unmarked. In flight, the wings were very broad and the
flight feathers had a distinct brownish cast to them. The outer primaries
and rectrices were frayed and appeared heavily worn. The bird did not
vocalize.

Similar species and how eliminated: The combination of large size, lack of ear
tufts, ringed facial disks, yellow bill, and white mark under the eyes
eliminates other owl, especially Barred and Great Horned owls.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with
clear skies. Estimated viewing distance was 25-75 feet. I used 10x42

binoculars.

Previous experience with species: [ have seen numerous Great Grays, mostly in
northern Minnesota.

References consulted: none

How long before field notes made: written immediately after observation
How long before this form completed: 4 hours



DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species Great Gray Owl How many? one

Location? Big Marsh WMA, Butler County

Type of habitat? rows of trees scattered in grassland

When? date(s): 19 Feb 1996 Time: 5:30-6:00 p.m.

Who? your name and address

Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames

Others with you Stephen Dinsmore, Beth Proescholdt, Dennis
Henrickson, Pete and Mary Lou Petersen, and a cast of hundreds

Others before or after you many

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include
size, shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail,
throat, breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and
behavior.

Very large, earless owl. Nothing to compare with but seemed larger
than any other owl I have ever seen. Body massive but tail appeared
longer than on most owls.

Overall color dark gray, large facial disks. The most obvious field
mark were the white half rings below each eye. These were clearly
seen on the birds numerous times.

Similar species and how eliminated:
Barred Owl-this bird was too large, body shape wrong, and the white
eye marks are not found on Barred Owl

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?
If yes, explain: no

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment: Viewed with 10 power binocs at about 25-30 yards. It
was clear with good light (sun behind me) when 1 first saw the bird
and got good looks at it. Light gradually failed and when it flew
several times, I could see little detail on it.

Previous experience with this species and similar ones: none

References and persons consulted before writing description:
none

How long before field notes made?
this form completed? nest morning



DOCUMENTATION FORM 9 ‘ « 02

For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa

What species? 6’ r:af{_ @a (/'O LL/( How many? /
Location? 6(‘ P Ma’.rﬁft, gq. '/"/69'* Co = 8
J
Type of Habitat? Maaly, d,rz;fy gircas wlth iaoc:»pﬂrgﬂ bodeis
Fi
When? date(s): Feb |4 1976 time: _5.35 19 s ko £M,
Who? your name and address: Fp ‘Per‘r/{avylam Pe e reu, 235 4o (ledlan £, %fbff“fo;?(;-l"al

. f : Sy
Others with you: SY¥euve ¥X\u D} usue e, C hvis EAva m’z’pt’u wis Hewieligon, sepeval o'fhevs
Others before or after you: ___THM S hey bﬂ;'Fm“C‘\ﬁ Moov-e, Tow Leuwt, T wm Fallen, Bruce Oét-*’“d.-

vigd b
Describe the bird(s) inciuding only what you observed. Include size, shape. details of all parts (bill, eye,
head. neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Vevy lavge gver sud with /Oﬂj (For an ou,})‘}-a;/. Mo cev Fu$Fs, Versy
+ tceab [e rey Ci veles eonFactal Al 54 Veriicle sTrealis on CL@,?& eses

ho j [‘3 hf wijg,‘f— aeEoe cpw%_%cde_ & u muwéwgt G-F ez_:c?.‘-;’

;etuu.{ ( .

/‘ fw-a,/[eh lacks e broest s¥veaks, shere

— = o dii i _ \L/ i o
Similar species; how eliminated. 66.'*/"""50 0 liar ear Lo FH, b lack "€ des

'-t-a‘(i- 6.,{&/4\_ H@Vﬂté{ Du,(\jvey Plumje(f’&dﬁf&
‘o See cval dis f

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? wu ¢
If yes, explain:

' e !
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment. % «“ | wf?—’(‘zeﬂ nye
b.g(ﬂwl’q ws, Df sVaunce est. 100 m. , (O bn‘nacz o % ffofe © et +”t'47" *

: 4 7,4 i
Previous experience with species and similar ones.: Na ve geen PVC? Lie u”é’ (wCauadat Hiun
References and persons consuited before writing description: 4o “ €

How long before field notes made? [Owsiws this form compieted?  Z [ s

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).
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DOCUMENTATION FORM FOR IOWA BIRD SIGHTINGS
Chris Edwards, 85 Whitman Avenue, North Liberty, 1A 52317

What Species? Great Gray Owl

How many? 1

Location? Big Marsh, Butler Co.

Type of Habitat? Fields bordered by timber.

When? February 19, 1996, 5:50 - 6:05 p.m.

Who? Chris Edwards, 85 Whitman Ave., North Liberty, 1A 52317.

Others with you: Pete Petersen, Jim Dinsmore, Steve Dinsmore, Eugene & Eloise
Armstrong, Tim Gedler, Beth Proescholdt, several others.

Others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail,
legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Very large owl. Large round head with no ear tufts. Very large facial disks. Long tail.
Eyes yellow. Two white horizontal “whiskers” on throat, separated by blackish area.
Overall plumage grayish-brown with dark brown streaks.

The bird was first observed shortly before dusk perched in a row of trees at the edge of a
field. It flew very low over the field and caught a small rodent. It carried the rodent in its
bill to a perch and devoured it before taking flight again.

Similar species; how eliminated: Barred owl is much smaller, has a smaller head, has
dark eyes, and lacks the white “whiskers”.

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the identification? No.

Viewing conditions: Low sunlight, 40 yards away. Viewed with 8 x 40 binoculars and
15x - 45x telescope.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No experience with Great Gray
Owl; very familiar with regular Towa owls.

References and persons consulted before writing description: None.

How long before field notes made? Two hours.
How long before this form completed? Two hours.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Q "' oV

What species? ot ey Ow { How many? |
Location? Bio,  Macsh —  Butler COUMWLﬂ
Type of habitat? Mavshy aves. with open Guréas and lof¢ of +rees

When? date(s):___Feb. 21, 1996 time:_6:60 b, to_6:(Spm. approxivately

Who?your name and address: MM‘K Proesdulcl‘t" Box 65 LisGwb, :Iéu;}go'/fg
an Moyt

others with you: Beth Proescheldt  (arl+ linda Kucts Gvolyn Fiskher Pat Hamson, Reva. fedetly

others before or after you: Mawi — Sfeve ¢ Tim Divsmere  Tiwm Fuller, T8m KenT- Rile Gevemson,
Eloive Aﬁmﬁ‘hn—vq.% GMT'S Tam Webter
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Alin spotted i+ Rest and it wis vexy close fo me — (£ yerds, T had groat
close [ooks ot it. Thom i flew o litle ways away and T waved @ 2/l
He othecs 40 Gwe awd we all gof geed leoks at it

Tt wes o huge big Owl with a big vounded head +hat zm( -
eac +uf, T+ had gty Rcia( Jtﬁ& amd a very ?remmem‘t" white

bow He” that veally sfeed out jw the *Q.Jwg gt T+ wes gvayish in
45 Colonivy but S‘bwecf a litte dack Brownich Cb[onvg ow 115 Rathors en
ts back.  Alam aid he Saw its yelbw eyes whew he Brst saw i+ but

d wt. T4+ fFlew severel fimes a shoet distmce awd hacit slow
L.lv\i

i 17} cl\
ww«g \54—&'{'9 T wewt Jo fhe QYOuMJ ewce_ with Swow be

T+ was a Mﬂ-g\ht‘p‘m'{' Ll\"”

Similar species and how eliminated: @reat fovwed Owls have preminent gur Huffs,
Bacred Owlé and ceat torwed Owlc e JacK +Hhe mem‘(’ wiite ow e
axe swaller, and ave wet qraygish overall with gveyick ﬁc:a.( disks.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
C!D\dej 3 “-8 K — Gunset was s5is S "'\) bistawces estimated ot IS 3&1—49 SE 3¢n-J;
amd 60 yexds away , We had Good ools| g¥30 Biveculavs .

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Have seem 19 i Duluth, Minnesed, one wiw
References and persons consul ted Jbefore writing descmptwn Meme_

How long before field notes made? /0./0pwm. this form completed? FL’L Y 179

Haat ‘mgbd'




