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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD 

SPECIES: BOHEMIAN WAXWING 

LOCATION: Grinnell (Poweshiek County) Grinnell Country Club golf course in a 

deciduous tree about 120 feet east of the clubhouse parking lot. 

DATE and TIME: 6 January, 1999 (Approximately 12N) 

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, lowa City, lowa, 52240 

OTHERS; With Tom Kent 

DESCRIPTION: We spotted a flock of about 15 Waxwings in a bare tree on the country 

club golf course about 120 feet east of the clubhouse parking lot. After getting binoculars 

on the birds, almost immediately Tom said there was a larger gray appearing waxwing 

with the Cedar Waxwings. I got on the bird almost immediately, and it was the most right 

hand bird in the flock. This bird, compared to the Cedar Waxwings was slightly but 

noticably larger, generally grayer, and presented obvious rusty coloration in the undertail 

area. I only spent about ten seconds looking at these birds, and then started setting up the 

window mount telescope when they flew away as a group. 

SIMILAR SPECIES: Comparisons with Cedar waxwing made in description. 

DISAGREEMENT: No 

VIEWING CONDITIONS and OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: 

It was midday of an overcast and blustery cold midwinter day. I was looking toward the 

east using 8.5 X 44 Swift Audubon binoculars. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have had numerous occasions to view this species, singly 

in Iowa, and in large flocks in northern Minnesota. 

REFERENCES and FIELD NOTES: 
No references were consulted and no field notes were made. This form was typed on 8 

January.
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