
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93 

Thayer’s Gull Record Number: 86-22 
30 Nov 1986 Classification: NA 
Saylorville Res. Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore (6 birds doc separately) 
2 seen on 1 Dec, see also 86-11; IBL 57:17, 56, 78 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 23 Nov-10 Dec, 30 Nov, 30 Nov, 30 Nov, 30 Nov, 

1 Dec, 1 Dec (7 documentations) 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 57:17, 56 
Records Committee: IBL 57:78 

VOTE: a: 2-II, 4-III, 1-V; b-f:1-2, 3-III, 1-III, 2-vV (g: 1-IV) 
II, This is same documentation (and same vote) as previous 

record 86-11, also documented by others. My vote of II applies to 
"Gull #1--described above--a light tan bird." 22a: III, 
convincing description of many key field marks. 22b,c,d,e,f: V, 
possibly correct, but insufficient evidence to judge. These 5 
"documentation" forms are identical computer printouts except for 
changes in dates and numbers. This is not sufficient evidence to 
enable judgement of individual birds. For example, 86-22d is of a 
bird seen on 30 November and 86-22e is of a supposedly different 
bird seen the next day. Yet, every detail of both observations is 
identical? This is not believable and is unacceptable. 

V, These late notes are impossible for me to judge. Steve 
reports things as definite that I find very difficlut to judge. 

III, This is very confusing, it appears that some of the 
documentations were mislabeled by Dinsmore as listed on cover 
documentation. As far as I could tell he did not separately 
document each of the different birds as listed. What I saw was 
many copies of the same documentation. It was hard to evaluate 
them all separately when they were essentially all copies of the 
same documentation. Otherwise documentations do describe Thayer’s 
Gull and eliminate other possibilities. 

III (all), Evidentally #6 on first page became #3 in 
documentations. Sure wish I could have seen documentation on the 
7th gull. 

86-22 #1 = first page--"light tan colored bird" III. I like 
this (rather sketchy) description. Seems to eliminate Kumlein’s. 
86-22a thru 86-22f IV. These may all be Thayer’s Gulls, or 
Kumlein’s. Chances are they are all Thayer’s Gulls. I would like 
to see original notes. Long time until written up bothers me. 
Although Kumlein’s unlikely, I would like to see better details 
eliminating Kumlein’s. Sameness of documentations disappointing. ’ 
‘III, Contrasting head color (as in #6) ... but possible. Birds 
1,2,3,4,3,7 get iii, 6 gets iY. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 30 May 1987): b-e: 3-III, 3-IV, 1-V; f: 
2-III, 4-IV, 1-V



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation glo 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: 7 hayer's 62.// ( bbikeD 

DATE SEEN: W/~30- SK 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Sn, Sp viHe t2.< 

OBSERVERS: = Lyns\ynore 

DATE OF REVIEW: 3 -S3O-F VY 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Jote 
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: | }/ 

COMMENTS : 
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The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 

by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee : 

acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers , 

probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 

record with insufficient evidence to judge 

probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Il 
III 
IV 
V 

VI 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 

committee members.



$L-22 
(sna: alee S64} 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species yThayer s hull 

How Manyvat least 7+ first year birds were present 

Location ?’Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co. (Gak Grove beach and near dam) 

Habitat Vseen resting on beach and tlying over water near dam 

Date res Nav-1O Dec 1986 

Timevvariable , 

Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:Bob Myers, Beth and Mark Froescholdt, m.ob. 

Description of bird: I first noticed the bird as it hovered in the wind 

with several first winter Herring Gulls and two first winter Glaucous 
Gulis because of its smaller size and pale appearance. Upon closer 

xamination, the bird was about midway in size between a Ring-billed 

Gull and a Herring Gull. I noted the tollowing marks on the perched 

bird: bill dark and smaller than a Herring Gulil‘’s bill, legs pinkish, 

eye dark, head, mantle, and underparts a unitorm beige color, wings 

the same color as the back G@xcept that the wingtips appeared slightly 

darker, tail brownish with a darker tip, undertail coverts faintly 

barred. In flight, the wing pattern was as ftoallows: upperwing Light 

brown(same color as mantle) with outer primariégs slightliy darker than 

the rest of the wing, underwing a uniform silvery white with no 

darkening of the primaries and mo dark trailing edge. In tlight, the 

tail was light brown above(the same color as the tack), darkening 

slightly towards the tip. Compared to several first winter Herring 

Gulls, this bird was smaller, had a shorter, thinner bill, and showed 

a lighter, more unitorm body color. In tlight, the birds wing pattern 

was lighter and less cantrasting than a Herring Gull’s wing pattern. 

Gull #i-described above-a light tan colored bird 

Gull #2, #3, #4 &® #5-all chocolate brown-seen together many times 

Gull #é-chocolate brown with distinet white color on the head 

Gull #/-medium brawn 

Similar species and how @liminated: The darker body plumage and dark 

tail band eliminate Iceland Gull(FKumlien’s farm). The smailer size, 

smaller, more delicate bill, more rounded head, silvery white 

underwing pattern, more uniform body colar, and more uniform upperwing 

pattern eliminate first winter Herring bull. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with a cloudy sky and the ¢iun directly behind me. estimated viewing 

distance was SO yards at closest on the beach and 200+ yards near the 

dam. I used a Buschnell S0O-45x spotting scope. 

Prevyvigus Gxperience with species:T nave seen one other Thayer's Gull 

im lowa(Dec 1960S). 

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to
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How long betore field motes were madevimmediately 

How long before this form was campleted’S hours atter initial sighting 
and updated atter @each sighting



§G22 « 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species Thayer s Gull ) 

How Manysl ist wintertidark bird #1)-seen with birds £,3,4 

Location ’Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.~-near visiters center 

Habitat Yt+eedina and resting on large reservoir 

Date r30O Nov levee 

Time vapoprox. 2:00 FM. 

Observers Name and address:5steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Gthers who saw bird:Faul Martsching-with me 

Description of bird:Bird was observed for over one hour as it fed and 

rested with hundreds of Ring~billed and Herring gulls and three other 

Thayer Ss Gulls. The most obvious feature of this bird was the overail 

even chocolate-brown coloration of the entire body. The head, 

underparts, mantle, and uppersurface of the wings were an even 

chocolate-brown color. In flight, the bird showed several other 

distinct characteristics. The flight teathers on the undersurtace of 

the wing were entirely pale with no dark markings. The uppersurtace 

of the wing was entirely dark with no paler "window". And finally, 

the chocolate-brown tail had an obvious darker terminal band about 1-2 

inches wide. These last three features were seen numerous times oan 

the flying bird. Leg color was not seen well, but appeared to be 

pale (not dark). Three other features of this bird(seen well as the 

bird rested on the water) also support the identification of Thayer's 

Gull. First, the dark bill was slimmer and less bulbous than the bill 

of a Herring Gull. Second, the forehead was rounded, not flat like 

the head of a Herring Gull. And third, the bird was noticeably 

smaller than nearby Herring Gullis(Thayer‘’s Gulls tend to be smaller 

than Herring Gulls). The bird was aged as being in Ist winter plumage 

on the basis of dark body color and all-dark bill. 

Similar species and how eliminated:ist winter Herring Gull eliminated 

by the pale undersides of the flight feathers, thinner, less bulbous 

bill, rounder head, more even bady coloration, lack of a light 

“window on the uppersurface of the wing, and by the smaller size. 

ist winter Iceland Gull eliminated by the dark tail band and overall 

darker body coloration. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

With the sun directly behind me on a partly cloudy day. Estimated 

yvyiewing distance was as close as SO yards. I used Nikon & x 23 

binoculars and a Buschnell 2O-45x spotting scope. 

Frevious experience with species:I saw one distinctly different bird 

on 232-27 Nov at this same location, plus a ist winter bird at Red Rock 

Reservoir in Dec 1985. | 

References consulted: NGS Field Guide_to the _Birds ot North Americ Oot SRene REESE BEETS SERED Sew y FFRES GENET SETHE Beene COUNT GEEEE FEN Te SEE Feeee nenew 

How long before field notes were made?notes written at approximately 4 

PM. on 30 Nov 7 , | 

if
 

How long before this form was completed?’this form written on 1 Mar 

1987 ¢rom field notes taken at time of sighting



$e -22 b 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species sIhayer s bull 

How Many?l ist winter (dark bird #2)-seen with birds 1,3,4 
Location?Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.-near visiters center 

Habitat?feeding and resting on large reservoir 

DateT3o Nov ivse 

Time ?Fapprox. 2:00 F.M. 
Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:Faul Martsching-with me 

Description of bird: Bird was observed for over one hour as it ted and 

rested with hundreds of Ring-billed and Herring gulls and three other 

Thayer s Gulls. The most obvious teature of this bird was the overall 

even chocolate-brown coloration of the entire body. The head, 

underparts, mantle, and uppersurface of the wings were an even 

chocolate-brown color. In flight, the bird showed several other 

distinct characteristics. The flight feathers on the undersurface of 

the wing were entirely pale with no dark markings. The uppersurtace 

of the wing was entirely dark with no paler "window". And finally, 

the chocolate-brown tail had an obvious darker terminal band about i-e 

inches wide. These last three features were seen numerous times on 

the flying bird. Leg color was mot seen well, but appeared to be 

paletnot dark}. Three other features of this bird(seen well as the 

bird rested on the water) also support the identification of Thayer's 

Gull. First, the dark bill was slimmer and less bulbous than the bill 

of a Herring Gull. Second, the forehead was rounded, not flat like 

the head of a Herring Gull. And third, the bird was noticeably 
smaller than nearby Herring Guils(Thayer’s Gulls tend to be smaller 

than Herring Gulls). The bird was aged as being in ist winter schctenaaiitin 

on the basis of dark body color and ali-dark bill. 

Similar species and how eliminated:ist winter Herring Gull eliminated 

by the pale undersides of the flight teathers, thinner, less bulbous 

bill, rounder head, more even body coloration, lack of a light 

"window" on the uppersurtace of the wing, and by the smaller size. 

tst winter Iceland Gull eliminated by the dark tail band and overali 

darker tbody coloration. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with the sum directly behind me on a partly cloudy day. Estimated 

Viewing distance was as close as 30 yards. I used Nikon &@ x £3 

binoculars and a Buschnell 20-45é6 spotting scope. 

Previous experience with species:I saw one distinctly difterent bird 

on 23-27 Nov at this same location, plus a ist winter bird at Red Rock 

Reservoir in Dec 1°85. 

nee R8lek Sheed SEOEE 68 Oe CRED SEOES SESE SELES SOree KOEEY ERED SETEE CHER SEEEE GEOSe FENRE EEE SENEE AOSES SOEEH SEmEE GEESE CEFR SEE SEREE FON GENES SERET SEES SEEES GemeY SEED GREET BETES GEnEe CERES anaes GENE Genes Sone 

How long before field notes were madevnotes written at approximately 4 
P.M. on SO Nov 

How long betore this form was completed ?this form written on i Mar 

Ivo? trom field motes taken at time of sighting



DOCUMENTATION FORM 96 -22e 

Species’Tnayer s Gull 

How Many?l ist winteridark bird #2 with white spot behind eye)-seen 

with birds 1,2,4 , , 
* ee pete, 

HabitatTt+eeding and resting on large reservoir 

Date Y2O0 Nov 1986 

Timevapprox., 2:00 FM, , 

Hbservers Name and address:hsteve Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:Faul Martsching-with me 

Description of bird:Bird was observed tor over ome hour as it fed and 

rested with hundreds of Ring-bilied and Herring gulls and three other 

Thayer s Gulls. The most obvious feature of this bird was the overail 

even chocolate-brown coloration at the entire body. The underparts, 

mantle, and uppersurface of the wings were an even chocolate—-brown 

color. The head was also chocolate-brown colored except for a white 
smudge just behind the eye. In flight, the bird showed several other 

distinct characteristics. The tlight teathers on the undersurface of 

the wing were entirely pale with no dark markings. The uppersurtftace 

of the wing was entirely dark with no paler "window". And finally, 

the chocolate-brown tail had an obvious darker terminal band about 1-2 

inches wide, These last three teatures were seen numerous times on 

the flying bird. Leg color was not seen well, but appeared to be 

palet(not dark). Three other teatures of this bird(seen well as the 

bird rested on the water) also support the identification of Thayer’‘s 

Guill. First, the dark bill was slimmer and less bulbous than the bill 

Of a Herring Gull. Second, the forehead was rounded, mot flat like 

the head of a Herring Gull. And third, the bird was noticeably 

smaller than nearby Herring Gulls(Tnayer' s Gulls tend to be smaller 

than Herring Guils). The bird was aged as being in ist winter plumage 

on the basis oft dark body color and ali-dark bill. 

Similar species and how eliminated:ist winter Herring Gull eliminated 

by the pale undersides ot the flight feathers, thinner, less bulbous 

bill, rounder head, more even body coloration, lack of a light 
"window" on the uppersurtace of the wing, and by the smaller size. 

ist winter Iceland Gull eliminated by the dark tail band and overall 

darker body coloration. | — 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with the sun directly behind me on a partly cloudy day. Estimated 

Yliewing distance was as close as SO yards. I used Nikon 8&8 x 23 

binoculars and a Buschnell 20-4Sx spotting scope. 

Frevious experience with species:I1 saw one distinctly ditferent bird 

on 22-27 Nov at this same location, plus a 18st winter bird at Red Rock 
Reservoir in Dec 1985. 

SAAT sane <a om.k Ah HF eM Fh H otk AH FA TO LEFT SF CT Lee TOR TF FR A Ae FS HEE TE SOFST FO FE FOREY meees SONES SEES FESES SEEN SENG GEeGe GSGSe Git cores eeaes purer 

How long betore tield notes were madeYnotes written at approximately 4 
FoM. on 30 Nov © 

How long betore this torm was completed Tthis form written on 1 Mar 

1987 from field notes taken at time af sighting :



56-72 A 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species?’Thayer s ull 

How Many?l ist winter timedium brown bird #4)-seen with birds 1,2,3 
Location *Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.-nmear visiters center 

Habitat Yfeeding and resting on large reservoir 

Date v30O Nov 1986 

TimeYapprox. 2:00 FM, 

Cbservers Name and address:5steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:iFaul Marteching-with me 

Description of bird: Bird was observed tor over one hour as it ted and 

rested with hundreds of Rina-billed and Herring gulls and three other 

Thayer's Gulls. The most obvious teature of this bird was the overall 

even medium-brown coloration of the entire body. The head, 

underparts, mantle, and uppersurtace of the wings were an even : 

medium-brown color. In flight, the bird showed several other distinct 

characteristics. The flight teathers on the undersurface of the wing 

were entirely pale with mo dark markings. The uppersurtace of the 

wing was entirely dark with no paler "window". ANd finally, the brown 

tail had am obvious darker terminal band about l-S inches wide. These 

last three features were seen numerous times on the flying bird. Leg 

color was not seen well, but appeared to be paleinot dark). Three 

other features of this bird(seen well as the bird rested on the water) 

also support the identification of Thayer's Gull. First, the dark 

bill was slimmer and less bulbous than the bill of a Herring Gull. 

Second, the forehead was rounded, mot tlat like the Nead of a Herring 

Gull. And third, the bird was noticeably smaller than nearby Herring 

Gulis(Thayer’s Gulls tend to be smaller than Herring Gulls). The bird. 

was aged as being in ist winter plumage on the basis of dark bady 

color and ali-dark bill. 

Similar species and how Beliminated: ist winter Herring Gull eliminated 

by the pale undersides of the flight teathers, thinner, less bulbous 

bill, rounder head, more even body coloration, lack of a light 

“window" on the uppersurtace of the wing, and by the smaller size. 

ist winter Iceland Gull eliminated by the dark tail band and overall 

darker body coloration. 

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent 

with the sun directly behind me on a partly cloudy day. Estimated 

Viewing distance was as close as 30 yards. I used Nikon & x 23 

binoculars and a Buschnell 2£0-43x spotting scope. 

Previous experience with species:!I saw one distinctly different bird 

at this location on 23-27 Nov, plus a ist winter bird at Red Rock 

Reservoir in Dec 198. 

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to the Birds of 
= oe ome oe . eee = newee oe — cee 

How long betore tield notes were madetnotes written at approximately 

4:00 FM. an 20 Nov 

How long betore this torm was completed?Tthis torm written on i Mar 

iV8/ trom tield notes taken at time of sighting



| So P24 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species?Thayer s Gull 

How Many?i ist winter (dark bird #5)-seen with three other all-dark 

birds(1,2,6) 

Location?Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.-near visiters center 

Habitat Y’feeding and resting on large reservoir 

Date?vl Dec 19786 

Time vapprox. 3:30 FM. 

Observers Name and address:Steve 
Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:none with me-others on other dates 

Description of bird:Hird was observed for over one hour as it fed and 

rested with hundreds of Ring-billed and Herring gulls and three other 

Thayer = Guils. The most obvious feature ot this bird was the overall 

even chocolate-brown coloration of the entire body. The hNead, 

underparts, mantle, and uppersurtace of the wings were an even 

chocolate-brown color. In flight, the bird showed several other 

distinct characteristics. The flight teathers on the undersurface of 

the wing were entirely pale with no dark markings. The uppersurtace 

of the wing was entirely dark with no paler "window". And finally, 

the chocolate-brown tail had an obvious darker terminal band about i-e2 

inches wide. These last three features were seen numerous times on 

the flying bird. Leg color was not seen well, but appeared to be 

pale(mot dark). Three other features of this bird(seen well as the 

bird rested on the water) also support the identification otf Thayer's 

Guill. First, the dark bill was slimmer and less bulbous than the bill 

of a Herring Gull. Second, the forehead was rounded, not flat like 

the head of a Herring Gull. And third, the bird was noticeably 

smaller than nearby Herring Gulls(Thayer’s Gulis tend to be smaller 

than Herring Gulls). The bird was aged as being in ist winter plumage 

on the basis of dark body color and ali-dark bill. 

Similar species and how eliminated:ist winter Herring Gull eliminated 

by the pale undersides of the flight feathers, thinner, less bulbous 

bill, rounder head, more even body coloration, lack of a& light 

“window" on the uppersurface of the wing, and by the smaller size. 

ist winter Iceland Gull eliminated by the dark tail band and overall 

darker body coloration. , 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

With the sun directly behind me on a partly cloudy day. Estimated 

Viewing distance was as close as SO yards. IT used Nikon & x 2s 

binoculars and a Buschnell 20O-45x spotting scope. 

Frevious experience with species: 1 saw up to four ditterent birds at 

this same location in late Nov, plus a ist winter bird at Red Rock 

Reservoir in Dec 1985. 

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America 
A OER FET SR NNN A SE Khe LE OO FOF A A St SE LORS FSS LO TEE LT TET ARES SON SS SY SAT! SF STE KEE EES AEF SEK SF EH SS SESE SHEE Sees aeeee eneme 

How long betore field notes were made tnoates written at approximately 

4:15 F.M. on 1. Dec 

How long betore this torm was completed ?this torm written on i Mar 

1°87 tram tield nobtes taken at time af sighting



$4.a32Ff 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species?YThayer s Gull 

How Many?i ist wintertdark bird #6)-seen with three other all-dark 

birds (1l,2£,4) , 

Location?Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.-near visiters center 

Habitat Yfeeding and resting on large reservoir 

Date?Tl Dec 1986 

TimeVapprox. 3:30 PIM. 

QGbservers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore, Ames 

Gthers who saw bird:none with me-others on other dates 

Description of bird:Bird was observed for over one hour as it ted and 

rested with hundreds of Ring-billed and Herring gulls and three other 

Thayer s Guiles. The most obvious teature of this bird was the overall 

even chocolate-brown coloration of the entire body. The head, 

underparts, mantle, and uppersurtace of the winds were an even 

chocolate~-brown color. In flight, the bird showed several other 

distinct characteristics. The flight feathers on the undersurface of 

the wing were entirely pale with no dark markings. The uppersurtace 

of the wing was entirely dark with no paler "window". And tinmally, 

the chocolate-brown tail had an obvious darker terminal band about 1i-ez 

inches wide. These last three features were seen numerous times on 

the flying bird. Leg color was not seen well, but appeared to be 

pale(nmot dark). Three other features of this bird(seen well as the 

bird rested on the water) also support the identification of Thayer's 

Gull. First, the dark bill was slimmer and less bulbous than the bill 

of a Herring Gull. Second, the forehead was rounded, not flat like 

the head of a Herring Gull. And third, the bird was moticeably 

smaller than nearby Herring Gulls(Thayer’s Gulls tend to be smaller 

than Herring Gulls). The bird was aged as being in ist winter plumage 

on the basis of dark body color and alli-dark bill. , 

Similar species and how eliminated:ist winter Herring Gull eliminated 

by the pale undersides of the flight feathers, thinner, less bulbous 

bill, rounder head, more even body coloration, lack of a light 

window" on the uppersurface of the wing, and by the smaller size. 

let winter Iceland Gull eliminated by the dark tail band and overall 

darker body coloration. : 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with the sun directly behind me on a partly cloudy day. Estimated 

Viewing distance was as close as SO yards. IT used Nikon & x 23 

binoculars and a Buschnell 20-435x spotting scope. 

Frevious experience with species:I saw up to four different birds at 

this same location in late Nov, plus a 1st winter bird at Red Rock 

Reservoir in Dec 1985. , 

References consulted:NGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America 
OR Seek FEREE HREES SOTET CREEE ORES SF EEE SESE KEES OFESS GREED SEEES EEEES SEEDS EORET CEEEE SHSEH GENET SEEEN SEFEE CSTE SEES SESRT SUENE COESY SEN ES EEEEH FEEEE CURSE CEEEE EEE SS SHS GREED EEE EEEES SOEET SEES CY SS See 

How long before field notes were madeYnates written at approximately 

4:15 F.M. on 1 Dec i 

How long before this form was completed?’this form written on 1 Mar 

isSs7 from field nobtes taken at time at sighting


