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A-D, Talbot gives a very detailed description of a
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch that was captured and kept until at least
22 August. /thk

A-D, Convincing details of provenance of bird. /wrs



Talbot, D. H. 1883. The Gray-crowned Finch in confinement.

Bull.

Nutt Orn Club 8:240-242

1 Guray-crowNed Fisenn iy CoNrrNemMeNtT.— | have the good tor-
tine to have in my possession a fine, live specimen ol Lewcostivte. which
I believe to be a male and a last vear's Yyouny of the year,”

During February of this vear (1883), which in this scetion ol the
country (Sioux City, Iowa) wus an extremely cald month. many north-
vra birds were driven south to feed and take shcltc aumonyg us.  During
this time, when my collection or Snowy Owls and Rough- lewared Tawks

Clechibuteo lagapus) was rapidly inereasing, the Gray-erownad Pinclies

1-u cime to pay s a visit, Although 1did not see any at the time. it js
evident they were here, for the bivd T now have. with sever il others, was®
srured ar that tine by some boys in the western part ol this city. 11 s
m.. sirsttime they have been known 1o visit this scetion. The wings of

the birds were cut in such a way that they could not fly, and they were left
to romm about the premises. The friend from whom I received my bird,
sceured by an accident this one the same month it was caught.

This gentleman informed me that when he purchased the bird, the tail
feathers were out, and the wing feathers cut very close to the body; but
what attracted him more ‘particularly was its brizht rose color. Upon
my examination, about the middle of May, I found the bird in a very for--
lorn looking condition. The wing: feathers were fully grown, but the
taii teathers had again been pul!ecl out, and though the rose color was
very bright, almost as bright as in a Cassin's l’mple [Finch at its best. the
general appearance of the bird was a sorry one. Cuarefully examining the
coloration of the bird, I found that the rose color was very bright on the
rump and crissum, and that it continued along the abdomen and an to the
breast. well up to the fore neck. The gray, which was strongly silvered,
extended well down on the nape, and up to the crown, thence passed
towards the bill as far as the loves, encircling the eyes and covering the
auriculurs, but leaving a dark chocolate pateh at the temples, which formed
the dividing line at that point between the gray above and below, and con-
nected \\'i:ll the like color of the neck. The patches on the erown, chin,
and throat were very nearly ol the same color,—dark brown: the ¢rown
patch might be ealled a black. Bill and feet black, the base of the bill
encircled by an indistinet line of vellowish-white feathers, My friend in-
formed me that bul little change had waken place in the color of the bivd
from Pebrenary to this dite, except that the rose tint lid become brighter.

The bird was vepresented as being a tine singer and perfectly contented,
having for a companion a Canary.  Shortly after this 1 started on my
western tour, and. on returning a tew days ago, this rare bird was pre-
sented to me. 1e is now (August 22) as fine a looking little fellow —
plamp. healthy and contented -—ax any bird lover would wish to have for
i pet or study,

The summer has been, and is now. quitea rultry one. but this high-alti-
tude bird having heen kept in a cool place scems to fully enjoy his
coutinement. . For one month he has not uttered n note, but has been en-
auged in putling on o new dress, which thus far ]m-sgnla the following :
General colar, dark chocolate, the feathers of the wings and tail almost
black. with edgings of yellowish-white: the feathers on the neck, breast,

and abdomen cdged also, but with 0 more ashen tinge. Points of upper
tail-coverts very prominent with yellowish-ash. Vo rose color anvihere.
Crissum and tibia very light ash; lower tuil-coverts light ash, with a few
black central spots.  Bill yeflov, with black tip, and immediately back of
this black tip the yellow has a peach-blossom linge. 'I'he gray on the
head is much duller than when | saw the bivd last May, and now falis
lower upon the neck, but, instead of covering the auriculurs. only encir-
cles the eyes with o very narrow line above und below, which disappenes
al the loves,  The coloring o the auriculars i such that 1 think before
longe this part o will be ot a like gray color, and will finally take on the
former silvery eflfeen. The erown pateh of dark brown continues from its

connection with the gray until it is separated from the hill by avery hight
line of pure white feathers encircling the base of the bill.  The chin aid
throat patch are uniform umber brown. Feet and tarsi black.—-1), |},
Tavrnor, Sioux City, Towa.
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229. (524). Leucosticte tephrocolis Swainson. Gray-crowned- keu-

costicte.
Anderson 1907 "*Breeding on higher mountains from Rocky Mts. of British
p 311 America to Mt. Whitney, Calif.; migrating in winter through
Rocky Mt. district of U. S. to Colorado; east, occasionally to
western lowa’'’ (Ridgway). ‘‘Once recorded from Omaha by L.

Skow, who knew it in the western part of the state’ (Rev. Birds
Neb., p. 84). The only definite Iowa record I have found is that
of D. H. Talbot, at Sioux City, who states that in February, 1883,
(an extremely cold month) several specimens were captured by
boys in the western part of the city. A specimen kept alive had
lost all rosy color after moulting— A ugust 22 (““The Gray-crowned
Finch in Confinement,”” Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, viii, 4, 1883, pp.
240-42).

Leucosticte tephrocotis tephrocotis (Swainson).
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch

Accidental in Towa. Anderson (1907) stated that the only defi-
DuMont 1934 nite record he had found was that of D. H. Talbot, at Sioux City,
p 142 who stated that in February, 1883 (an extremely cold month) sev-
eral specimens were captured by boys in the western part of the city.
Talbot described (Bull. Nuttall Orni. Club, VIII, pp. 240-242) in
detail the breeding plumage of one of these birds which he kept in

captivity. There are no specimens.

i i i i i ks, Buntings,
Bent, A. C.:Life Histories of North American Cardinals, Grosbeaks,
Towhees, Finches, Sparrows and Allies. Bull 237 Part 1 US Nat Museum,

Washington, 1968. pp 360-361 N
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Casual record.—Casual in Towa gSic_:ux Cit.y?. Fo



