
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/01/93 

Hoary Redpoll Record Number: 82-02 
23 Jan 1982 Classification: A-D 
Pine Lake, Hardin Co., IA 
*N. Slife,*Hollis,*H. Zaletel, *Robinson 
to 02/22, photo by Hoogerheide P-36; IBL 52:28; 53:37 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Nancy Slife, 23 Jan 
Richard J. Hollis, 27 Jan 
Hank Zaletel, 30 Jan 
John C. Robinson, 30 Jan 

PHOTOGRAPH 

John Hoogerheide, P-0036 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 52:28 
Records Committee: IBL 53:37 

VOTE: 5-I-P, 2-II 
II, Photo not diagnostic. 
I-P, I saw the bird briefly and concur. 
I-P, Cearly a Hoary. 

REVOTE (at meeting, 20 November 1982): 7-I-P
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Comntittee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists Union 

SPECIES: Hoary redpoll 

DATE SEEN; 23-30 Jan 1982 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Pine Lake, Hardin Co., Lowa 

OBSERVERS: Slife, Hollis, Zaletal, Robinson, Hoogerheide 

DATE OF REVIEW: 22 August 1982 | 

' METHOD OF REVIEW: mail vote 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: Class II 

COMMENTS: =‘ This record was classified os a wlees II ctatios rether than os 2 

| class I, because the photo submitted did not show two crucial features: 

the bill and the undertail coverts. 

The records committee was unanimous in its opinion
 that the bird was 

indeed a Hoary redpoll. 
. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the infor
mation available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclud
e an alternate interpretation 

by those who observed the bird first
hand. — 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of a
dditional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photog
raph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 

II = acceptable sight record documented i
ndependently by 3 or more observers 

Il] = acceptable sight record documented
 by 1 or 2 observers : 

IV = probably correct record, but not 
beyond doubt 

V = record with insufficient evidence to 
judge | 

VI = probably incorrect ‘dentification, escap
ee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agre
ed upon by six of seven 

committee members.



—  BUCUMNENTATION FORM Tor extraordinary Sirt stcomtinas- fret. 

What species? Heary Red pol) (male ) How many? l 

Location? Feeding Stetions aT our Cottaae ... lower ne hie in Hrd in Ce 

ype of habitat? \VWleed | and “ 

fe 

First sg htin , 
When? Geiets)- January aS, ‘<f a t Ae. /1*HS am. 2 — 

Who?your name and neereny Nancy Sife- R#R*2 - Rnelate-Esdors, 12. 29 
eee 506 

others with you: 7 oS attached papeta) ) ; | 

others before or after you: —4lw- GfTtwy pre — dee aAWachih Ya dthy . o a 
v a 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, Jegs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Sige: 5. FY"! in length 
Shape: Like thet of @ Sma/l Finch Cie. gold finch or “pine siskin) 
Head: Overall, wd hi Te te silver gray Cast 

eye: dark 2S | 7 :. , 
eye brow: white. , ee , 
@ar coverss: aray to silver cast , Sh igh ht b t; 

pralioeny Sea tant afF nge, not very noticeable. 

bill: yellow ish - Short, CO Sock ed S b a, 
nical * si. $ why any Neticabse iF ference in 

Nine and Back € OF bil hetween Hear Oversil $3fay cast ... No brown or buS$S. coloration .. a thin Silver white and black Stripes On. back. | Wir S: - Scccnctal vd + GSE ary and Primar eathers rade + 
— cia Be edged 4 Silver whe wags —_ a Gee +e. 

Wing bars: 3; lVer 

Tail Seathers: Black to dark gray with White edging 
Chin: mal] hebeibade bla kK @ 
Breast: Silver White .. . re pet 

+ Commen Vedpos/ . 

Slight tin @ oF é K Nn at re 
Similar — and how eliminated: : J 6 po > of breast, 

appeared) a our Seeders Sennbry 13,1982. . The a ot Common | 

Did any one disagree or have Rereene or about identificat Ton? No 

If yes, explain: 

: 71x50 binoculars | 
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured}, and optical equipment: 

Have had an exce//ent opportunity fe observe the Heary Redpelf Severe/ 
times dail in the ast /8 day was Under ideal Ug hting Conds tien s Yrem 

, ps oe cede to ‘Sunny days. Range asclese @s 2-¥' 

revious experience with Species and similar ones: /Ve Prev ious expersence. with 

A bry Redp ott. Have had Commen Ref polls at our Seeders mn past winters. 

pO Been and persons consulted before writing description :-4udubon Encye. Te Nertg Am Bins _ 

; A Field Guroe Jo T THE BIRDS, R.T. Peterson ; fluduban Society Field GutoE 76 Noete+ AM. H1ROS > i 

How Tong before field notes made? 7 this form completed? Feb. QZ /982_ 

The Field netes were made at the times oF actua/ observations 
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



+. we: Nn eed. WES CONTINUEG: | — , re - 

Lh on vis 8 LSAd a ~ ) Fue feedete BAL 

Aecgled 0) the taak tide af the Collage . at ee 

pXocked utes ne % deeds ard LArathe 2 3 t | 
feet 

(THAW, Junta 4 Ake pant /8 cla ips ys i panier, ee Ser 
jadook ard tele a at Phe As lence 

_ Description Continued . 

: Delly : Silver White 
i Plank: 2. peneit <thir, » Broken , Gray lines On each Side | | , of breast 

emcee 

» Under tai! Coverts: | Pare White to the tip With no ae Rump: Silvery White with ho Streaks or dlecks. 
Very Sligh ie Vinge oF — oe ) 

ij S 
eg and Feet. Plo K srend Thistle Seed and chats rs Sen Flower Seeds. 3 

Be havior: Qve . heticed - agressiveness While Seedin ‘ Samatines 
* fe 

. A appears more restless Or NEvvous than Cormmeon Bedpel! . 4 _ Similiar Species, Continued: 

3 4  Redpells hae grown to Cervsinittiily 40-50 as ot February 71982 
4 | Within this Flock 0+ Commen Red pells there ore many | Cheales Which appear qeite li aht in coloration. I Aave been able to ecbserve many Fimes a Side-by-side Compar/son with the Heary Redpel] and light, Female Common Redpel/s | 
The Heary fled pe/ oprtars much l/iaohter and Silver in Coloration . This PS Re ‘S$ Quite ebvieus The Common Redpetis baek have 8n overa/| brown;sh Cas} with buFfF$ and black Stripes on Yhe back Compared to the soSz gray Cast of the Hoary Kedpe/ls back wrth 3 iver ¥ black SETI p48 « Ao uss Pte /4 |S. The Ver Fine , 

the heavy p Nei s lines of the Common Rotoos The as Reg peils Fume — 
ZL 

; é ‘| j f ‘ S ’ a » ’ Whe NVR AV SUL Wie hoa cd. Ks ‘ae re AM . ) 

ahd undertai/ ¢over#s Gre Withect any "Shacks or Stripes, but jig 
Common Redpe/ls rump and undertai/ coverts have S/ecks and Streaks . 
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Addition al Opservers : 

Le 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Hoary Kedoal How many? | 

Location? 1 MQ, VANE 1 ¢ Idora 

Type of habitat? fede D. nila cabin Qrga 

When? date(s): x fanvony 192 time: G' ——_str Bromnd 3 PM 
V 7 

Who?your name and address: Bich aw {Ae Ihe 525) hove, WD Pramneln ec lowe, Cy 338" 53240 

others with you: MCNewlon + N. > he} (sp / ”) Cc vga when abt 

others before or after you: _ PS S woh ~ a. 

Describe the bind{s) including only me you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, at feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Similar, 6 og “behevioe 4: ein pg v. Radlpola Tall -wr WEAK On Ts sab 

 fedbo~ ‘3 cpoumt Lenore oo 

No vies hong GC” Wwe WED mci 

Didhopyldhine, bine we 1 fone a 
os es dist 4 eB ve Dw Ae = 4 oH [Qa 

t color nie ¢ Te: ‘ : Onk, 3 

br » bt ws baawin Goi \ 1 Se OM an rent | ®. et 

ie Ghar Be Grown a ae a ae oe : 

ho mer Co) O eau Un RO , ss fo Ung 4 wey” 

ps, \\ Looe B toy mee to ms Winn, — 4 atthe aye te bd mea 
. 

} dar Ses en ting Wine wet aban O AL - bwd, nt nald \ bom 

cloned + Wwe could viol Ste. Ko 2 7 ren 

Lene 

Or 

Similar species and how eliminated: . bd dol see aboot 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No. 

If yes, explain: , | | 

Viewing conditions; give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

7K Z0% BL Reef Proms, Lal Oye.casT, G~ 1D Vest) , bos Ar U Dindons 

milk | erection ae «fee ty 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: vore w. Hoony. 

bree TTS .{ oe COMM ew 
: «* 

Refere ces and persons consi eee before weit description: None afi. seeindy bud 

How ee before field notes aude Z ix hes 7 this form completed? \ Johrs 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



ll, 

13, 

14, 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Middlewestern Prairie Region | ¥r- 

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohi
o) , 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

Species HOARY RED POLL | | _2. Number: 

Location HOME OF NANCY SUFE ON PINE LAKE, ELDORA Towa 
Many TIMES IN THE 

Date: JANUARY 30, 14%) 5, Time Bird seen: mogwinG to 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail
 all parts of the 

-plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was_seen an the chek: BIRD Same $i2e AS RED POLL 

EARLS 

RED CAP - HEAD GRAY WHITE AS WELL AS NAPE AND BACK - RUMP 

WHITE WITH NO COLORING OR STREAKS - TAIL GRAY wWrTH WHITE EDGING - 
AST WHITE WITH ONE FAINT BROWN STREAK OW EACH SIDE - WHITE WING 

BARS - BLACK CHin) - WINGS DARK GRAT - VNDERSIDE OF BIRD wHiITE TO 

TAIL TIP - SLIGHTLY DARKER WHITE WHERE LEGS EMERGE FRom Bop — 

Description of voice, if heard: Wot HEARD 

Description of behavior: FORAGING FOR SEED ON GROUND | 

oe | PERCHED In NEARBY SUMMAC 
Habitat - general: “LAKE EDGE, TIMBERED 

specific: $iDE YARD oF COTTAGE 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by 
questions 6,76 8, Explain: 

OTHER COMMON REDPoLLS WERE WH IT AND BYFF ON H
EAD, NAPE, BACK 

AND BACK OF TAIL, sides HEAVILY STREAKED, Mares RED ow BREAST 

RuMPS STREAKED with BUFF is Ne = 

Distance (how measured)? THREE FEET : k2. ‘Optical equipment: 

| Nowe NEEDED 

Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird
 and you): 

SKY CERCAST, SUN AT OVR Backs 

Previous experience with this species and similarly 
appearing species: 

Other observers: WANCY SLFE, BETH PRO SCHOLDT © 

Did the others agree with your identification? YES 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: Jo€
 $cw auréen BuEL 

, Jon) ROBiInSon 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influen
ce this description: 

— BiRDS OF HoRTA AMERICA - RoBBIWS 
FIELD GuIDE TO THE BIRDS — PETERSON 

How long after observing this bird did you first write this 
description? 

Hef “SplteP - Address: 7/5 WEST ST coro, TA 50656 
YY 

Signature 
| 

Date: JANVARYT 30, 1952 City, State: 

(over)



Documentation Form 

pecies: Hoary Redpoll Number: 1 2-02. 
ocation: Eldora, lowa, Hardin Co., Eldora Twsp. 
ebitat: Residential area with sumac and birch trees bordering a large lake 

which was frozen at the time of observation, 
ates: 30 Jan. 1982 Time: Intermittently between 7:30 am to 9:00 am 
bservers: John C, Robinson/P.O. Box 1015/Welch Ave. Station/Ames, Iowa 50010 
ther Observers: Joe Schaufenbuel 

WI
OI
OI
Y 

a
H
]
 co

 

f escription: Voice was not heard. When seen, this bird was always with Common 

5] 

Redpolls, Pine Siskins and American Goldfinches. When alarmed it flew with - 
the other redpolls to seek cover. The Hoary Redpoll was quite tame and .~ 
allowed close approach (within two feet) when observers were inside the 
house which was adjacent to the bird feeders: at which the bird was seen, 
About the size of the goldfinches, siskins and Common Redpolls with 

which it was associating, this bird was obviously a redpoll as it had a bright 
red cap and a black chin, It was identified as a Hoary based on the following 
characteristics: a) undertail coverts white without any dark markings; 
b) dark streakings on front of breast absent; streakings on side severely 
restricted; c) white, unstreaked rump with a very Slight shade of pink; d) 
back coloration pale gray; e) breast coloration a frosty white. 

imilar Species: Common Redpolls have a darker overall coloration, a: streaked 
rump and breast, and darker undertail coverts. 

Harris' Sparrow: this species is much larger and has black 
more extensively on the chin and chest as well as on the crown. Rump is dark. 

rreement: The other observer agreed with the identification. 

—
 

jewing conditions: Light conditions were excellent; estimated distance was 
0.6 meters to 8 meters; optical equipment: Pentax 10x50 binoculars,:: 2 

Previous experience: I have seen many Common Redpolls prior to this observation. 

R 
This was my first Hoary Redpoll. 

eferences:Field Guide to North American Birds by C.S. Robbins 
Field Guide to the Birds by R.7. Peterson 

This report was written six hours after the bird was seen. 


