
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/16/93 

Prairie Warbler Record Number: 81-07 
20 May 1981 Classification: A-D 
Grammer Grove, Marshall Co., IA 
*B. Proescholdt 
IBL 51:63, 69; 52:42 

DOCUMENTATION 

Beth Proescholdt 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 51:63, 69 
Records Committee: 52:42 

VOTE: 6-III, 1-IV 
III, call is distinctive. 
IV, Record is really not well described (’olive-backed’ but 

‘really didn’t see streaks’). The resemblence to a field 
sparrow’s song seems far fetched, although recently I heard a 
field sparrow song entirely limited to an ascending series of 
notes of about the same number and pitch as a Prairie Warbler. 
Nevertheless, the difference between this field sparrow variant 
song and a Prairie Warbler song is great -different tempo, 
quality and delivery. 
REVOTE at meeting of 5 Sep 1981: 7-III
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Conmtittee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists‘ Union 

SPECIES: prairie Warbler 

DATE SEEN: 99 May 1981 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Grammer Grove WA, Marshall Co. 

OBSERVERS: Beth Proescholdt, R. Sommerlot 

DATE OF REVIEW: summer 1981, 5 Sep 1981 

METHOD OF REVIEW: circulated, meeting 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: q]] 

COMMENTS: One thought the call was distinctive, another had doubts. 
After discussion at meeting the opinion was unanimous. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation ‘of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge | 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 

committee members. 
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF = /-c09 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species oe (Warbler | 2. Number / 

| Location Grammer Grove Wildlibe Area _w: Marshall Coun ty 
Date: May 2.6; S98 / 5. Time Bird Seen: /S~AM to = F: a 4AM 

O
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W
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. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail al] parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Qa Fail- wagg i B olive backed war ble r, showi'n chestnrat ciler 
or upper baék (we didn't see the streaks the braks describe, just 
GA S€emia of color } Yellow gader parts, black streaks onlfs 
sides and yw black Efreaks on face ne through ege v one under ae 

7. Descri ig of voice, led off heard: @/ ascending Lield sparrow "song, sly trang 

flen - thy's B sstes first atfracted ita ds the bi 
sour repens 

8. Descripti n of Behavi & oh /¢ was hin qn 2 in, tha fue 

moding inte doc d vied mos oe th Bi pier ds (Mews, 

Ka én river a: Bh Faoken. bad 4a mile rony Ktuse Kioey 

specific: @ /tne of Qo'-15! sapling wr Hows, iN an open area, Close 
te “more dense wood land oP J r | 

10. b- senatiod appear tl gi which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: a 
pe ntl a or Cana warbler — however this bird had streaks - onhky en 

es with Clear Yelle w underparts -~ 4 & Stregks through ¢ inde; ees 

ll. aa (how measured)? 20’ clossng i7 12. Optical equipment: 

do /5' as bird Nove clese ‘ss (estimated) 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
clear sky , SUN behind us shr'ar aq di rectly on be 

9. Habitat genera 

bnocalare 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Ne a ee with Prarrve warbler ~ hut observations of many 
Warblers fo, Years. 

15. Other observers: 

Ka Mond So mm € rle FT 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? yt ® 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 70n€é 

a etersen urdes ~ Ar s o Id one, ¢ the New, used Q ler Wwe 

Robbins etal — Birds of Nerth America noted 4 TE ata. 
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this sevcrtgtlant Tanedtely 

A MYne 

Signature: Beth V-c8e scho ld F- Address: Toes tite 

Date: Me y AF, 28/ City, State: re scam b, Lowa, Sosy 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did “ye thi Fats 


