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Prairie Warbler Record Number: 81-07
20 May 1981 Classification: A-D
Grammer Grove, Marshall Co., IA

*B. Proescholdt

IBL 51:63, 69; 52:42

DOCUMENTATION

Beth Proescholdt
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 51:63, 69

Records Committee: 52:42
VOTE: 6-III, 1-IV

III, call is distinctive.

IV, Record is really not well described (’‘olive-backed’ but
’‘really didn’t see streaks’). The resemblence to a field
sparrow’s song seems far fetched, although recently I heard a
field sparrow song entirely limited to an ascending series of
notes of about the same number and pitch as a Prairie Warbler.
Nevertheless, the difference between this field sparrow variant
song and a Prairie Warbler song is great -different tempo,
quality and delivery.

REVOTE at meeting of 5 Sep 1981: 7-III
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Commtittee

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES:Prairie Warbler

DATE SEEN: 20 May 1981

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Grammer Grove WA, Marshall Co.
OBSERVERS: Beth Preescholdt, R. Sommerlot

DATE OF REVIEW: gymmer 1981, 5 Sep 1981
METHOD DF REVIEW: C‘irCU]ated1 meet'ing

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: 111

COMMENTS: One thought the call was distinctive, another had doubts.
After discussion at meeting the opinion was unanimous.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.

Explanation of Classification:
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee

11 = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
111 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with 1nsuff1c1ent evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF §l-01
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD '

1. Species ?rat'm‘e Q)aréfer' 2. Number /
3. Location Grammer Grove Witd!,Ce Orea . w.Marshall Coun fy
? -
4. Date: Mm’; 20,/9¢/ 5. Time Bird Seen: Z:/SAMto 7: 20 AM

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):

a -f‘ar/— wdg? 'al olive -bac-éea( (uar'éfar’ 5A0w:'n C/yES#nuf color
oN upper balt 5 we didn't see #he streaks +heb "és'dgsam‘éad‘“#
a S€emin of color ) ellow ana/er dr’(S, black o/ramés only en

sides and 4wo black éfreaks on tace  ine through ege « cne under ofe

7. Description of voice, y heard: @n ascending “Lield sparrow "Sony) an/y Han
Sounding - repeated offen - this waes whaf ), st atfracted sty 44 6,',1/

8. Description of Behavipr: ,f wws feeding and s/ngring rn 4he (ourng
mm/mg inte Good view mos ,f ﬂ,g i s jj e rHoars,

’ &,Jn g close
9. Habitat = genera 10pen river o tfem tn 5, a ut Z_,,,.,;/c rom Lewa Kiye,.

specific: @ /rn of 20'-15" sapling Wi lows in an open area close
o more cénSe. &uaodfdddﬁ/ ] t r ?

10. Similarly appearing as}pecies which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:
Magnolia. or Carada wavbler — however +hss bird had streabs onkycn
Sides w:'th c/earye//cu under arts - ¢ & Sfreqks ﬁmujh d Unde «fés

11. Distance (how measured)? Ao’ cflos/ng in 12. Optical equipment:

+o /S5 as bird mou'e,o/ clese v (efv;ﬁ"t{(a

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
clear sky, sun behind us 5ﬁr'na‘n9 :‘rcc'/‘/y on bi

bnoca lars

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:

e €ﬁ>eweﬂce with Prarvie warblev - but osbservations of many
arvlers 4oy (]ears'

15. Other observers:
Famdna Samme r‘/df_

16. Did the others agree with your identification? /¢ ®

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 1en€.

etersen Guides - hi's a/c/dne, o the nNe «, é/ﬁdd a_{cr we
bba S, etal — Birds of Merth America, n"h;‘,{ ‘j’,’,.g‘f’”""”?s
19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? /'Jma//a.{e/

A N My netfe
Signature: B&f’h Proe 5c/|o /d?’— Address: ) )
Date: Mﬁy 24195/ City, State: 4/ SCom A, TLowa., SO/Ly

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did thyﬂuence thig description:




