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DOCUMENTATION 

Jacqueline M. Harms, 805 S. Elm, Shenandoah 51601 [6/15/97] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 67:62 

Records Committee: IBL 68:87 

VOTE: 1 A-D, 6 NA 
NA, The bird was seen briefly from the back. The "black and 

white striped face" and white outer tail feathers are suggestive 

but not conclusive for this species. 

NA, Bird seen only from back, except turned head. Superficial 

description of head pattern does not eliminate Black-throated 

Sparrow, which has varying amount of white on outer rectrices. 

NA, There are certainly suggestions of Lark Sparrow here, but 

I think we need more detail for a winter record. Even a quick 

sketch would have helped. I have a hard time evaluating the 

description of the facial pattern. Did anyone see the underparts? 

NA, Tail and face pattern (undescribed) could also fit 

Black-throated Sparrow and most longspurs. May have been Lark 

Sparrow, but require more detail. 

NA, Lark Sparrow has rounded tail with white outer tips. That 

doesn't sound like white side feathers with black center to me. 

Lark Sparrow does not change appearance in winter, so head should 

show chestnut as well as black and white. Apparently underparts 

not seen. I can't identify this bird from what is given. 
NA, The description of the color of the face pattern should 

show some brown, this was not noted by either observer. The tail 

pattern appears to be good for this species but the color of the 

face pattern makes this record suspect. We should discuss this as 

a committee. I would like to see what other committee members 

have to say on this species. 

A-D, I was at count compilation. Especially in light of Thelen 

observation near Newell, I am willing to accept this report. 

Observers aware of Vesper Sparrow. Description eliminates towhees 

(Eastern and Spotted).
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Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life). 


