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Field Reports: IBL 60:15 
Records Committee: IBL 61:85 

VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA 
A-D: Excellent document, well researched. 
A-D: Description is adequate but a little short on detail of 

many parts of the bird. Sketch seems to be fairly convincing ofa 
distinctive species and kittiwake is eliminated. An amazing 
roadside bird. 

A-D: Nice find! It would have been helpful to have given more 
written description of the bird itself, but your sketches helped 
make up for it. Was a little surprised to read of it eating a 
dead Barn Swallow along the road. 

N-A: The wing pattern diagram does not fit Sabine’s Gull. I 
feel the description more likely describes a first winter 
Bonaparte’s Gull which was not eliminated by the observer. 

A-D: Combination of grayish brown on back and top of head, 
black in what looks to be the leading outer primaries, white in 
the inner primaries through the secondaries and partially through 
the secondary coverts, with a white v-shaped black typped tail 
excludes any other species. Coloration of the lesser and median 
wing coverts not mentioned but with all the other marks shown 
would not have been a concluding mark in and of itself. Drawing 
is acceptable evidence but a written description would have made 
this description easier to follow. 

A-D: A fascinating sighting and story with nice details. 
A-D: Well described by an experienced birder, but ina strange 

location! Sketches confirm rather unmistakable species. 
REVOTE: 6 A-D; 1 NA 

A-D: Drawing of wing pattern eliminates Bonaparte’s (black on 
primaries too extensive) no black on trailing edge. 

A-D: I diagree with first round NA evaluator. The wing pattern 
does fit Sabine’s and it does eliminate Bonaparte’s. 

A-D: The drawing of the wing looked like a Sabine’s to me. 
While the observer may not have specifically eliminated 
Bonaparte’s, the description did. 

NA: The wing pattern is confusing to me. I’m not sure where 
the body is located. Assuming the body is to the left, the 
picture supports immature Bonaparte’s Gull instead of Sabine’s 
Gull. The written description doesn’t clarify this point, so with 
little else but tail pattern to go on I must vote for the much 
more likely Bonaparte’s Gull. 

A-D: I disagree with NA. The diagren shows a lot of black in 
the primary area which agrees with Sabine’s and the two 
kittiwakes but not for Bonaparte’s. This (along with v-shaped
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tail) eliminates Bonaparte’s. Grayish brown on back and top of 
head and partially through secondary coverts eliminates the 
kittiwakes. 

A-D: A great bird to come upon! Descriptions and drawings 
designated immature Sabine’s Gull. The leg color, the "veed" 
tail, and the wing drawing eliminates immature Bonaparte’s Gull 
from contention. 

A-D: Disagree with NA--diagrams (especially of tail pattern) 
clearly eliminates Bonaparte’s Gull. What Bonaparte’s has black 
primaries?
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