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DOCUMENTATION 

Dale/Helen Fye 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 57:19 
Fye, D., and H. Fye. 1987. Rock Wren at Cedar Rapids. IBL 

57361. 

Records Committee: IBL 57:78 
VOTE: 7-III 

III, Conclusing description; too bad they did not see the tail 
markings. | 

III, The descripion plus behavior and bobbing motion are 
convincing. 

III, Description and behavior sounds consistent with Rock 
Wren. Description adequate to eliminate other species. 

III, Good description. Streaking on breast would seem to be 
the key to eliminate other possible wrens. 

III, Description adequate, habitat and behavior 
characteristic.



The whole head and neck had a hort. dag sep-lihe 
swollen, puffy appearance, unlike bf ner 
the slimmer neck of a Common or <= 
Red-throated loon. The forehead 
was smooth and evenly rounded. 
The bird also had a distinctive chin strap 
diving method. Just before each 
dive, the neck was fully extended. 
Apparently, this is characteristic of 4 . 
Pacific Loon. I am sure this was Seen /acling 
not the same bird that I saw on 1 heck 
November because it had a chin 

CO 

strap and the color of the head was ne 1 —- —— 
quite a bit darker. This bird was i P fic = nis 

awing Of Faci Loon from seen by several people through 23 deumathinat tation. 
November. 
On 30 November 1986, Paul Martsching and I briefly watched a winter- 

plumaged Pacific Loon at the Cherry Glen Recreation Area. The bird was 
swimming alone, so no direct size comparisons could be made; however, 

my general impression was that the bird was smaller than the average 
Common Loon. The overall description for this bird is the same as that for 
the 1 November bird, except that this bird showed less contrast between the 
back and the head. I think that this bird was probably a third individual for 
the following reasons: first, it is highly unlikely that the 1 November bird 
(the bird it most closely resembled in plumage) would have remained un- 
detected at the reservoir for a month; second, | believe that this bird had a 
slightly darker head and neck than the 1 November bird, although not as 
dark as the 22 November bird. For these reasons, I believe that there were 
three different Pacific Loons at Saylorville Reservoir this fall. These records 
represent the eighth, ninth, and tenth reports of Pacific Loons in Iowa. 
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4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL AT KEOKUK 

BoB CECIL 

At noon on 20 October 1986, I went to Lock and Dam 19 at Keokuk to check 
on the presence of a late Common Moorhen. After finding it, I scanned the 
area below the dam with a telescope to identify the gulls present. There 
were about 100 gulls, mostly Ring-billed with a few Herring. After a few 
minutes, I discovered a large gull with a dark mantle. The entire mantle 

was a uniform dark gray with a prominent white trailing edge to the wings. 
The wing tips were jet black with a white mirror just before the tip of the 
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outer primary. The head and tail were white. The bill was conspicuously 
yellow. I hurried home to get field guides, a video camera, and make some 
calls. One of the birders that I called suggested that I check the leg color 
carefully. I found the bird again at 4:30 p.m. and observed the yellow legs. 
The bird was slightly smaller than the Herring Gulls. The features noted 
confirmed the identification of an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull. There is 
only one previous record of this species in Iowa. The bird was present to 22 
October and was seen by Jim Sandrock, Cal Knight, Jim Fuller, and James 
Huntington. My video tape of the bird was submitted to the I.0.U. Records 
Committee. This is the first time that video tape has been submitted as 
documentation in Iowa. Although the video tape image of the bird does not 
reveal all of the diagnostic marks, it does show enough detail to exclude 
Great Black-backed Gull. I used a Canon VM-E1 8 mm video and dubbed it 
to VHS format. 

327 S. 6th St., Keokuk, IA 52632 

ROCK WREN AT CEDAR RAPIDS 

DALE FYE AND HELEN FYE 

On an overcast 30 October 1986, we were birding in southeast Cedar 
Rapids. At 4:30 p.m., a small bird flew in front of us and landed 2-3 feet off 
the ground in a small bush at the base of a railroad embankment. The bird 
was slightly larger than a nuthatch with a rather long, thin, slightly de- 
curved bill. The general appearance and behavior marked it as a wren. It 
flew to the bottom of the steep, rock-strewn embankment and began a slow 
but very active ascent, hopping around on the ground and rocks except for 
an occasional stop on a low branch of the brush. We were able to observe 
the bird at less than 50 feet for approximately 15 minutes. Our presence did 
not seem to alarm the bird. The light eye line was distinct, but not as 
sharply marginated as that of a Carolina Wren. The throat and breast were 
white, and there was a fine delicate streaking on the breast. The flanks were 
rusty. The back was predominantly gray witha finely speckled appearance. 
The tail was held horizontally, not vertically, and no tail bobbing or wag- 
ging was seen. The tail markings were not noted. At the top of the em- 
bankment the bird alternated between standing on the rails and hopping 
around on the rocks. Throughout the observation it exhibited a frequent 
bobbing motion which involved the entire body. The following day and 
throughout the following week other observers were unable to relocate the 
bird. 

1758 Memorial Dr. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 56-(% 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: F7£ Jen 

DATE SEEN: Jn--3y-- 9 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: 7, 4. girs 

OBSERVERS: LEY phifer Fye 

DATE OF REVIEW: </_ z—y> 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Jn. — )1/ wll 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: “777 

COMMENTS: 

The cheveripTion plas behavior ov bebabrng 
SPIC Vel PPC © 6/7 VIDIC 17 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 

by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more pares 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 

IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 

committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? kock LI ren 
How many? / ¥6-16 

Location? SouYAeast Cleda, kapids Near he fe, Lam PNEeEar 

hock hail Paaedk +e et 
ot ie ad £8A, 

Type of habitat? dred weet and be ler a <. 

When? date(s): /O [30 £6 time: 50 77 to O45 £4 

Who?your name and address: Dale and Nelen , aes 

1758 Memanatl OR sé Chane RAC es A 52403 

others with you: O 
Qji+ GERWE KNiGH? and Wey Wolen fhe felloe ing 

thers before or after you: Ga, «td pat teal whe Ad bh te od Tad ft thea 

Mowing of Ahects D5 "OOO 4 ¥ Ete LU,ctkh han Scvere( a, sr later ds.d not Liat 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include sizé&, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Sa Atle Jarg er Yan an 

&ng lish Sptrrow with a jonger, Thinner Ss ightle Cowan Carre! £8. 

pale Su pereMary eyeline was hot Shavplg 
AemarectA as ad of 

She Carefiaz - Color across back whe primers 
Ay ee ew Mg Sine 

speckling of black ans! pele Gr Af Chese Vange Yheve W4S = Fine 

Strea Fing o+ +he breast, Sel te Ges tanstr ected Liaatks a pale rusty 

Coler. “Jails par kings pet Adted 

Taice She bird $F fe GACrOSS fhe pots stand of
 ts abot I-34 

off Hre ground. Yhen «+ Graductly workes 74s way up rhe 

rocky S/age O§ the yar load right of — tamed ol admos 

@ons fan /g, pomenty onthe recks and Abe G0 fer at ensennil 

On a fw franca of} ce bash , A+ She Yep of phe a -f 

hopped Freg «ently Siro She ra:& ye phe trushe/ reek cl ie: 

ai load bel When s fanlong sh it exh.b, tes a 406$, tha teau 

iA voluing She Oenti-e $octe, i Ss OS. o/ not B40 (a5 Ya, / erect Gs Ahe_ 

house torea oo &. Yhevre eevee (oe vo cats 2eMons ; Seemed A7CONCErned 

lo lfh Or presence (at Jimes within 25-30 F4) 

Similar species and how eliminated: Carahae Uren
 is Bi es ed hee 

Ae O45 © Le. Ss Saam | 

and spec: Fic ea ( moyemertr tS preCem nate Sroup, also £05 GB pore SiS hHinck 
evelrse Canyon 4h streaked ecs’ ave Aayk bey, 

Di any one dis oFee or ave reservations AGES ant it ication? od 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), 
and optical equipment: 

Clovecty - fave affernoon. Distance. eslmeted 

ik On IOXIZS 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: //e pal pot previousl
y SCER rock, 

Canyon ov Rew icks wren: Nave Seen Oiroiiras banded end at our Feeders . 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 9, Jack 

How long before field notes made? Same Svenire this form completed? vA WES 
a 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Lowa City IA 52240
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G Lecch- fo Fil) Sdbntfpwebern. Derek of ork 

A ich I thence, 2 teegltors Ldiel Roger Tarty poe ee 

Color and posteye vers alse ty resemb6led Ste Color 

plate On frye {ory of tHe Terres Pucy ehped.


