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Common Poorwill Record Number: 82-24 
22 Jun 1982 Classification: NA 
2 mi. north of Waubonsie State Park, Fremont Co., IA 
*B. Walters, *J. Braley, *R. Phipps 
IBL 53:36 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Betty Walters 
Jean B. Braley 
Ruth Phipps 

LETTER 

Jean M. Braley to Tom Kent, 17 August 1982 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: none 
Records Committee: IBL 53:36 

VOTE: 1-II, 3-III, 2-IV, l-abstain 
Description of call not very detailed. Observer inexperienced. 
I’m confused by the letter from Braley. 
Needs to be recorded and seen for first state record. 
Why can’t we get Doris tape? 
Call heard by three persons at close range who familiarized 

themselves with whip-poor-will’s and chuck-will’s-widow, and the 
poor-will. 

These ladies are careful birders and Jean Braley is very 
experienced. Somewhat confusing information but call notes well 
described. | 

Should occur on occasion in w. Iowa. Has bred some 70 mi. 
west. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 20 November 1982): 5-IV, 2-V
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: Poor-will 

DATE SEEN: 22 June 1982 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: 2 mi. N of Waubonsie State Park, Fremont Co., IA 

OBSERVERS: B. Walters, J. Braley, R. Phipps. 

DATE OF REVIEW: November 1982 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Discussion followed by secret ballot 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: rv 

COMMENTS : 
The records committee regretfully classified this record as a class IV 

sighting (actually 'hearing', I guess), for several reasons: the rarity 

.. Of the poor-will in Iowa (no fully substantiated records), the difficulty 

| of definitively describing bird voices, and the desirability of having 

tangible evidence, such as a recording, for the first record of a 

species" occurence in Iowa. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the intenmation available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers - 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ™~ <a 

D Poss OW Ree 
What species? Voor Wi\\ Qnalocnoptilus nottaili> How many? \ ( avais 

Location? Fec mont Govatu 
tA., 215 mics north of NW 

corner WauborseS¢ Parke. 

Type of habitat? Open hid bounded boy Wooded Wills, Smailstycam 

When? date(s): Song 32, \Q% 3. time: Bi4S-So_ to A'S em Cdusicte ae 2 

Who?your name and address: \¢ me Realy { Mves,.F: Mh.) 20aq Ls Tnomashva, Snenendesh, 

others with you fQutnPrip ps (mvs.wauna) - Se tty Lwarrars SVWeo} 
ie YS : 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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If yes, explain: 
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How long before field notes made? this form completed? B-V(-S> 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary-bird sightings in-Iowa-- fr-24 

What species? Y oor WJ) LL How many? “Tard 

Location? Wath J Wdawtpnpes_l Vark wu inn ene atte, 

Type of habitat? Worydo Hasler, ~t Uitte, , 

When? date(s): Wns 22, 3 Vv time: V¥/ 4F PM to F-/S PY 

Who?your name and es err hab, 3/0 Lenwytcesiy Lhawenderhh Sn 

others with you: Bike Wott, ae Men frat | 

others before or after ae | Vhns dove Me Nestles 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Similar — and nen eliminated: WW t Grrr - Genactialles Thee ~— Chypen 

Did any one disagree or“have reservations about identification? Wo. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
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References and persons consulted before a ia Ge oee Oks, “e - abelian . Aen, 
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How long before field notes made? 7 &rcereo this form completed? #@ -/0- .F = (nn) 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa yrwf 

What species? Poor-will How many? 2 

Location? Road north of high 
first_rock road on the right and then about 1/2 mile. 
Type of habitat? Loess ilies’ 

ut 1/ Pisa 

road to 

Fr 

When? date(s): Q6.229~189 time: B:45 pm t0 9:00 on, 

Who?your name and address: : 

others with you: _puth Phipps Jean Braley 

others before or after you: 5 

; ; ; ; same evening © Sime 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Did not see the bird only heard the ee 
were also singing. 

People or a couple Pgs have a ‘gual vaetion home in the 
area and they were the ones insisting that we come over for they 
were hearing two different songs. Being they were non-birders they 
felt they needed someone else to help them verify #i™® song situation. 

I played Peterson! s record “ Field Guide te Bird Songs before and 
after eee the —_— , . 

' The Whip- -poor-i21 had he ‘tout a aylleele song while the Poor- 
will had the softer 2 gyllable song. I have also heard the @uck- wills- 
widow sing plus listening to it on the record before and after the 

trip to the Waubonsie afea, On many occasions to the area I've heard 
the Whip-poor-wills sing. 

- Similar species and how eliminated: Whip-poorswill and Chuck-will's widow. 

Praying Peterson's record...A Field Guide to Bird Songs. Counting 

Did any one ihe, Sttae oe Rave’ $2555 a PAHS ur ent Raton? No | 

If yes, explain: Difference in song syllables BAG tone inflections 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: yoy. peen to the area previous 

ears to hear the Whi oor-w ng a fe) -wj 
heterene and persons consulted betore tet ing San Erip eH fe time heard Chuck widdws 

Peterson's books and record d ; 
How long before field notes made? aa Pe aie OF Nob comitered Robbins eid. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


