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Mountain Bluebird Record Number: 93-08
4 Jan 1993 Classification: A-D

Big Creek State Park, Polk Co., IA

*G. Gordon Brown, Jr.

female; IBL 63:50, 64:68

DOCUMENTATION

G. Gordon Brown, Jr., 922 Yuma Ave., Ames [11/27/93]
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 63:50

Records Committee: |BL 64:68
VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA

A-D, Good description of female Mountain Bluebird.

A-D, Fieldmarks diagnostic for female Mountain Bluebird. Description of hovering behavior also
supportive of this species.

NA, Mountain Bluebirds have gray breast, flank, and bellies, and would lack any buff color. The
buff could be the drab winter colored breast and flanks of the Eastern Bluebird which would have a
white belly. Although Mountain Bluebird is the most likely bluebird to hover, other do hover from
time to time.

A-D, The coloration, lack of any orange on underparts, and behavior are all indicative of a
Mountain Bluebird.

A-D, | need to be educated about behavioral differences.

REVOTE: 7 A-D

A-D, Female Eastern Bluebird would not have "gray head and back". Several references give
Mountain Bluebird breast and flanks as "grayish-brown" which could also be described as
"buffy-gray."

A-D, While | have a concern that this description was written with heavy influence from the NGS
Guide, | feel the record is valid. The NA voter took exception with the use of term "buff" on the
bird's sides. The observer described it as "buffy Gray", which in my viewing of the NGS
illustration, appears to be an appropriate description of female Mountain Bluebird. | don’t feel
this would be easily confused with the rusty breast and flanks of the female Eastern Bluebird. |'ve
never seen and Eastern Bluebird hover.

A-D, NA vote was based on buffy breast and sides as looking yellowish to orangish tan in color,
but the documentor says buffy GRAY, which is describing a shade of gray.

A-D, The observer's "buffy gray" is possibly the equivalent of Master Guide's "gray brown" so the
color perception doesn’t bother me. Although other bluebirds may hover to some extent, hovering
often during a fifteen minute observation period is behaviorally consistent with Mountain Bluebird.

A-D, A female because of drab coloration and lack of blue on underparts. Bird lacks reddish
coloration of Eastern or Western. Lacks contrast between head and back, between chin and belly, and
between belly and rump of Eastern. Zimmer uses dingy-buff to describe female Western. Bluebirds are
not more drab in winter. They molt once in fall, so they are fresher in winter than in summer. Would
have been nice to have wing length in reference to tail. Longer and thinner bill might be hard to
judge.

A-D, NA review states that breast, flank and belly should lack any buff color but NGS Guide says
that females in fresh fall plumage the throat and breast are tinged with red orange but has grayish
brown flanks. Buffy flanks fits this description very well and in early January this color would be
somewhat worn to a buffy color. This is consistent with Mountain Bluebird female.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species How many? Mountain Blue bind £ ’
Location? Biq (ree< Seaic Pank

Type of habitat? pra.'rreJ lined By vovs oF ﬂ_.‘m.- iree & herr4 boshes
When? date(s): //y//#43 Time: . 200 -2 15 p.m,

Who? your name and address
(r. Gordon Brown jv~ 41 Yewa Ave A-hrs}fawq

Others with you None
Others before and after you
VN Mowg

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size,

shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat,

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and

behavior. He«d and becit weve Gvay. Eye and bil] were black, Thioal and
Rres € Leve a butTy Gruay Rece mi h wh'te at the bell¥ J‘F“nh’s R

by gy QUMM ia.'/ And winpS weve a briyni Bluve, Un ,\.ew.'»i and Undards]
weve & very \r,m;, Qlve ; newrly white. Less were Blaeh, §, 2. @B
Behwro? The bird vas -Ff,'-"v From Peren pemh_r brieFly lawd on Lhe grovnd.
HoWeve d a;-éew .

Didnt ¢all.

Similar species and how eliminated:
E4‘-(,fr- G’Ucb.’fd,’ lagkk o of’qw;(, own Bvest and ﬂtkdv&'aiﬂ,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?
If yes, explam: Ni one Lo dr'.bAere w. th,

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment: B.woculovs and Scope 207 -vSx, Sum wis cut and behndme,

Appreach ed the h'*d {o w.thin JS" o -
Previous experience with this species and similar ones:
Saw 55,,{,.] on westem Stal—s viSItS 1D end 10 years "‘,“9

References and persons consulted before writing description:
N&ES Freid Gui'de
3w Oinsmove

How long before field notes made? '@ ~vn
this form completed? 7daY

Mail original form to field editor for this season.



