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Waterman Creek A., O'Brien Co., IA 

*Lee A. Schoenewe 

IBL 68:62 

DOCUMENTATION 

Lee A. Schoenewe [*6/9/98] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 68:62 

Records Committee: IBL 69:90 

VOTE: 4 NA, 3 A~O 

A-D, The date is odd, but Kansas has a 20 Jan record. The most 

convincing aspect of this record is the behavior. I observed this 

species in N. Dakota and noted exactly the same behavior. There 

is virtually no description of the bird itself (except for the 

tail pattern which is supportive), but don't think this is 

Surprising from an essentially nondescript bird. 

A-D, The bird was not seen well, but its call and flight song 

as described eliminate similar species. The behavior of this bird 

is also characteristic of the species. 

NA, This bird does migrate early and singly and display with 

call is typical. But I would like to see complete plumage 

description, leg color etc. for first state record. 

NA, Light underwings with buffy body and white outer tail 

feathers fit either pipit, as does skylarking behavior. The song 

is more suggestive of American Pipit to me, still an extremely 

early bird in northern Iowa in February. 

NA, The two things that fail this vote for me are: Date: 7 

weeks before the earliest record Minn. sighting. Identification 

by flight song: Lee apparently has no previous experience with 

Sprague's Pipit. It's song has been described variously as: a 
"descending series of musical tzee and tzee-a notes", a sound 

"like tinkling sleigh bells", the sound of “links of chain being 
coiled", and a song "which resembles the pattern and breezy 

quality of the Veery's song." Quite the variety of 

interpretation! Also, if you accept the possibility of 

breeding-season displays in Feb., you open the possibility of 

Singing Smith's Longspur or others we don't hear in Iowa. 

A-D, The behavior, song, and habitat are more convincing to me 

than the many previous reports that were based on morphology. The 

white outer tail feathers are supportive. A winter record is not 

what I expected, but is possible, and, with the warm weather, an 

early migrant is not out of the range of possibility. 

NA, Description of bird, including vocalizations, is 

convincing. Behavior also seems right for Sprague's Pipit. 
Problem is date of sighting, although Feb was very warm. The 

earliest dates for MN & SD are mid Apr, SD has a 30 Mar date. I 

am inclined to accept but would like to discuss. 

RE-VOTE (at meeting 4/19/98): 6 A-D, 1 NA
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species How many? SPLAGUE F PIPIT ae 

Location?_ (y4reRm4AW CREEK AREA ERPIEN CO : 

Type of habitat? OPEN, WEEDY FieLp UiTH OL CohNM STUBBLE 

When? date(s): sarkee Time: . 2!4S PM 

Who? your name and address ;ee A. ScHoENCWE ‘ 

Cue . 

Others with you NANCY - ScHo€MEWe- 

Others before and after you 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of ali parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and 
behavior. 4AAER HIKING Aten 4/4TERM AN CREEK, TWAS Currie AckesT 

Ant ofEN FIELO Whew A SPiRRow -8/ZED PIRO FLUSKED iny F@nT CF ME, FLEW 
A Shot DISTANCE AND DROATED Rick Y/70 THE VEEDS Lr Mave A SHARP MUSICAL 
Weer CALL EW FLUSHED. DT Flusred THE BiIRP AGAIN AND Wit THO coed MOTE, 
Ir ROSE HGH Ww THE AIR, GAVE A CHEE, CHEE (HEE CHEE CHEER NG, TRAIUNG OF 

Ar Tee ENO AWD DRofPED b4ce To THe Shounvo, £ NeTiceD WYTE Out ER TA 
FATHERS iWwihteVv /T FiRst Frew, SunitAk TG A VESPER S FRCev. - ¢LUS HOD pnd: 

A TriRO Time AND fT Pose AIEHER W THE AR REPEATING THE SonG SCUEKAL T/MES, 

vis oe ~ iS Wa ~ Sve IN FUECHT VS fATILE Au 
_ Stmilar species and how eliminated: S74" oahu nkceive Fuseat 
/ WATER. PPcr AND Vesper SPaeRou) ~ Care NoTE AWO Jie IN Hielt, CiKeein Bart Li6RT VwpeRwines wird Cube y Bob Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: W4MCyY DIO NsT SEE THE BIRD BuT HEAR? THE S8NG 
FLOM 4A ONTANCE 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical... — 
equipment: AFTERAoONY Su, APff0oK. 25 FOS wreEW ELUSUTED, FxX4¥Q Bios 

Previous experience with this species and similar ones: 
FAMILIAR WITH WATER PiIPiTy 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 
ferersew FIELD Guwe 
How long before field notes made? /umGO/ATELC 
this form completed? 4 4RS | 

Mail original form to field editor for this season. 

THE Foutrt AVO Firat tune xr FuuHeD THE BIRD Z WAS ABLE ’ 6ET 

The Suv BEKIND mE, ZT GAVE THE CALE WOTE 464IN whew FLUSIFED 410 

CIRCLED HIGH OVERKEAD REPEAT WC THE SéWE OVER AND EVER. THE BiRQ Was 

Au YénT UNDERNEATH WITH BuflY CoteRING NOTICEABLE OW THE POY. 

Tr CIRCLED VERY HIGH ANDO DFE TO THE WEST OVER TRE CREEK Lw7it © 

Lost Sicnt of IT-


